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Migration Profile: Morocco

In September 2014, the total population of Morocco stood at
33,848,242, and only 0.2 per cent were foreign immigrants.'
Morocco is, indeed, a major migrant-sending country. First-
generation, Morocco-born migrants residing abroad stood at
2.8 million, of whom 2.4 million were in Europe as of 2011, the
largest number from any Southern Mediterranean country. As for
“Moroccans Residing Abroad” (“Marocains Résidant a I'Etranger”),
who are first-generation migrants and born-abroad second and
third generations, estimates vary between 4 and 4.5 million.?

Emigration flows to Europe have been continuous, and have
gone through three phases. Until limitations were put on labour
migration to Western Europe in the mid-1970s, Moroccan workers
went mainly to France, and to a lesser extent to Germany, Belgium
and the Netherlands. Morocco was pursuing an active policy of
labour export and control of expatriates. From the 1980s to the
late 2000s, the profiles and destinations of Moroccan migration
flows diversified. Established Moroccan communities increased,
but through family reunification. The entry of Spain into the EU
in 1986 and the development of labour-intensive activities through
the 1990s (in agriculture, construction and services) attracted large
flows of low-skilled, often irregular Moroccans, to Spain as well
as to Italy. Tertiary-educated students and highly-skilled workers
found new outlets outside Europe, in the United States and Canada.
Modest numbers also went to the Gulf States, among them women,
who worked in everything from entertainment to management.

Managing employment abroad opportunities and maintaining a
strong link with Moroccan expatriates was always a priority for the
Kingdom. Royal Decrees established the Hassan II Foundation for
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Moroccans Living Abroad (1990), the Ministry for
the Moroccan Community Residing Abroad (2000),
and the Council for the Moroccan Community
Abroad (2007). In 2009, the Moroccan government
set up a national “Strategy of Mobilisation of the
Competences of Moroccans Residing Abroad”, for
promoting the participation and implication of the
scientific, economic and professional Moroccan
diaspora in the country’s development process.’

Meanwhile, Morocco has been an immigration
country since the 1990s. In the wake of the EU
expansion and especially, of Spains incorporation
into the Schengen area in 1995, Morocco’s proximity
to Europe channelled growing numbers of ‘transit’
migrants to the country. Most are nationals from
Sub-Saharan African states fleeing political and
economic crises at home, and some of these
countries have visa-free agreements with Morocco
(Senegal, Mali for instance). Hoping to get to Europe,
these migrants remain stranded at its borders for
lack of an entry visa. Moreover, the financial crisis
of the late 2000s dried up opportunities available
to low-skilled migrants in Southern European
countries, and flows of Moroccans started reversing
to Morocco where unemployment rates remained
consistently high over the period.*

Once Morocco had become a transit country, it was
put under great pressure, from the 2000s, to control
irregular migration to the EU. The Association
Agreement between the European Union and
Morocco entered into force in 2000, an important
chapter of which refers to the question of migration.
Morocco obtained an advanced status with the
European Union in 2008. European economic
aid and visa facilitation for Moroccan citizens are
conditioned on Morocco's ability to effectively
control migration flows.” To date the Kingdom has
adamantly refused to sign readmission provisions
with the EU, which would include irregular non-
Moroccans (Third Country Nationals) who had
passed through the country before entering the EU.
It, nevertheless, concluded readmission agreements

for Moroccan nationals with some Member States:
Spain, France, Italy and Germany.®

The country was little affected by the Arab
uprisings. However, after public protests demanded
democratic reforms, the new Constitution of
2011 introduced provisions for the protection
of the rights of Moroccan expatriates (art. 16), as
well as for their right to participate in Moroccan
elections (art. 17). Moreover, faced with the need
to facilitate mobility for its citizens, Morocco was
the first Mediterranean country to sign a Mobility
Partnership with the EU and nine Member States
in June 2013, aiming to “strengthen cooperation
in the area of migration and [the] management
of migration flows”” The Partnership covers
migration questions such as: mobility facilitation
for Moroccan nationals; better recognition of
professional qualifications and cooperation between
employment services; support for the Moroccan
diaspora in Europe wishing to invest in Morocco; as
well as cooperation in the field of human trafficking
and asylum.® Readmission provisions, in return for
visa facilitation for Moroccans to visit the EU, are
still under discussion.

These moves meant a new phase for Morocco’s
immigration policy. The new Constitution,
indeed, introduced provisions regarding the
non-discrimination of foreign migrants and the
protection of their rights,” which were ignored in
the previous Constitution of 1996. In September
2013, areport on Morocco by the UN Committee on
the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers
and Members of their Families pointed out the
need to amend Law n°02-03 of 11 November 2003
on the “entry and stay of foreigners in Morocco,
irregular emigration and immigration.” The 2003
law criminalises irregular exits from Morocco,
as well as irregular sojourn in the country.'” The
National Council for Human Rights also advocated
changes to Morocco’s immigration policy. Among
these were a halt to police violence against irregular
migrants and their deportation to Moroccos



borders, the correction of discrimination against
non-nationals, access to justice and basic services
for irregular migrants. The Council also demanded
the regularisation of several categories of migrants
in Morocco.!! Consequently, the government
was asked by Royal Decree to proceed with the
development of a global policy for immigration,
around four focal points: asylum; immigration; the
fight against human trafficking; and migrant and
refugee integration.

Immediately after, in October, a new Department on
Migration Affairs was created within the Ministry of
Moroccan Residents Abroad (subsequently renamed
“Ministry in Charge of Moroccans Abroad and of
Migration Affairs, MCMREAM), which took over
the planning, coordination and implementation of
the new policy.” The most notable initiative was
the campaign of regularisation of undocumented
immigrants carried out in 2014 (1 January-31
December). The total number of applications
submitted as of 31 December 2014 was 27,332,
of which 17,916 were accepted.”” Applications
submitted by women and children, which were
10,178, were all accepted.! The residence permits
have been automatically renewed for 2015. In
December 2014, a National Immigration and
Asylum Strategy was launched,” including eleven
immigrant integration programmes in all relevant
fields.'® Additionally, as of March 2016, 4,277
refugees were registered in Morocco by UNHCR,
of a total of 6,187 persons of concern.'” There were
2,927 Syrian nationals, but their definitive status
is still pending.”® Since the official conclusion of
the regularisation campaign in February 2015,
police operations have resumed in the north of the
country. Migrants were arrested and displaced by
force to other areas of the Kingdom, to Fes, Meknes,
Kenitra and other cities."

Current EU cooperation on migration matters
focuses on the integration of immigrants, and on the
mobilisation of Moroccan skills abroad, in line with
the policy agenda of the Moroccan government. The

return and reintegration of Moroccans in Morocco,
and of Third Country Nationals back to their origin
country, is also a priority in the EU-Morocco policy
cooperation. In August 2015, the European Union
was funding no less than twenty-five different
ongoing projects in the field of migration. Overall
the implementation of the Mobility Partnership
signed in June 2013 has translated into a more than
doubling of EU resources for cooperation allocated
in the field of migration in Morocco.

On 30 July 2015, King Mohammed’s Speech to
the Nation also called for the implementation of
the constitutional provisions relating to MRE’s
representation in consultative institutions and
participative democracy and governance bodies.”
A series of reforms dedicated to strengthening
the country’s relations with Moroccan expatriates
are also underway. These include improving
services provided by consulates abroad and specific
administrative follow-up procedures dedicated to
expatriates.”!



OUTWARD MIGRATION
Stock

Around 2012, an estimated 2.8 million Moroccan
migrants (i.e., first-generation, born in Morocco) were
residing abroad, or 7.8 percent of the total population
of the country. The vast majority were in Europe (87
per cent), France alone hosting 31 percent and Spain a
quarter of these migrants.

Estimates of Moroccan migrants' stocks by region and
selected countries of residence (c. 2012)
Source Def. Number %,Ofa”
emigrant
Europe 28+Switzerland+Norwa 2,436,957 87%
Of which France 881,211 31%
Spain 716,679 25%
Italy 347,048 12%
Belgium| (1) (A) 188,336 7%
Netherlands 154,885 5%
Germany 88,236 3%
UK 21,772 1%
North America 124,557 4%
USA 65,782 2%
Canada (2) (A 58,775 2%
Arab countries 92,000 3%
Gulf countries 47,000 2%
Of which Saudi Arabia ) @ 20,000 1%
UAE 14,000
Other Arab countries 3) (Al 45,000 2%
Of which Libya 18,839 1%
Other countries 158,000 6%
of which ls@el w (A) 136,950 5%
Australia 1,567
Total emigrants arotnd 100%
2,812,000
Sources:
(1) OECD-DIOC database, 2011 revision.
(2) national population registers and Moroccan embassies' estimates,
http://gulfmigration.eu/
(3) Destination countries’ statistics (censuses and other records)
http://carim-south.eu/
Definition of migrant:
(A) country of birth; (B} country of nationality.

As for the 4 to 4.5 million holders of Moroccan
citizenship recorded by Moroccan consular services
(first-generation migrants and born-abroad second
and third generations together), 614,040 of them were
naturalized in their European host countries between
2004 and 2013, more than half (57 percent) in France
and in Spain (respectively, 240,406 and 107,193),
according to Eurostat.

Beside these large communities of Moroccan migrants
in Europe, small communities of Moroccan expatriates
formed in North America, as well as in Gulf States,
amongwhom highly-skilled women.** In 2011, following
the protocol to the 1981 bilateral agreement with Qatar,

INWARD MIGRATION
Stock

As of September 2014, non-nationals in Morocco
numbered 86,206, or 0.26 percent of the 33,848,242 total
resident population counted during the country’s sixth
census. This was a marked increase from the 51,435
foreign nationals recorded during the 2004 census.*

One of the reasons for the increase may be the upgrading
of figures between the two censuses, for certain
categories of foreign nationals who were residing and/
or working irregularly.** The regularization campaign
conducted in 2014 could also have helped incorporate
some foreign residents into the population records.

Among these, Sub-Saharan Africans made up the bulk.
Estimates of irregular migrants from Sub-Saharan
Africa in Morocco diverge* but the figures of the
regularization campaign of 2013 offer a minimum:
of the 27,332 applications filed, around 80 percent —
meaning around 21,500 demands- concerned citizens
of non-Arab African countries.**

As regards the typical Sub-Saharan migrant profile, a
survey conducted in 2007* on 1,000 mostly irregular
Sub-Saharan transit migrants in Morocco, suggested
that Nigerians may have been the best represented
nationality in the late 2000s (16 percent of the migrants
under survey), followed by migrants from Mali and
Senegal (13 percent each), from Congo (10 percent),
the Ivory Coast (9 percent), Cameroon (7 percent), and
Guinea and Gambia with 5 percent each. They were
prominently males (80 percent on average), although
national discrepancies emerged: females made up 37
percent of Nigerians for instance. Most were in the
age group 25-34 (66 percent), most often (82 percent)
unmarried. Illiterates made up one-third of the survey
sample, but 16 percent were university graduates.
Stranded in Morocco, 60 percent of the migrants
interviewed declared having no source of income, 19
percent had resorted to begging and 10 percent received
aid from charity associations. Only 2.3 percent declared
themselves employed, often in the building, retail trade
and domestic service sectors. Most were living in rented
rooms. The average duration of stay in Morocco was 2.5
years, and 73 percent were intending to leave to go to




900 Moroccan labourers were employed in the security
and education sectors in the country.* The 136,950 first-
generation Moroccan migrants in Israel are members of
the once-large Moroccan Jewish community (estimated
around 220,000- 300,000 persons in 1950), who made
aliyah between 1948 and 1970.

Most Moroccan migrants are males (54 per cent of all
migrants to the OECD countries) and 46 per cent are in
working age groups. However, these aggregated figures
cover a rather diverse demographic and socio-economic
profile by country of destination, as emphasized in
Figure 1. First, France is an exception, as it hosts older
age-groups: 55 percent of the Morocco-born there are 45
and above, and 15 per cent in the age group 65 and above.
France is also the country with the smallest proportion
of migrant children (2.6 percent aged 0 to 14) and the
most balanced sex ratio (105 males for 100 women, or 51
percent of males in the population). The second typical
profile is found in Italy and Spain: a predominance of
males (55 and 58 per cent respectively)® and an above-
average share in working age groups (50 and 52 per cent
in age group 25 to 44). Nonetheless, the two countries
also host young families: in Spain, especially, 10 per cent
of migrants from Morocco are below 15, but the older
migrants (above 65) are only 4 per cent of the total (3
per cent in Italy).*

Percentage distribution of Moroccan migrants
by age group (selected OECD countries, 2011)

< 15 years
30
> 65 years 20 52
years
10
55-64 25-34
years years
Source: OECD-
4554 0N 5-44 DIOC database,
years years 2011 revision
Spain =——France —Iltaly ——Canada

A third profile of Moroccan migrants can be found in
Canada. Migrant gender distribution is more balanced
than in Southern Europe (53 per cent of men), and
age group distribution suggests some degree of family

a third country, 11 percent wanted to go back to their
own country and only 2 percent intended to stay in

Morocco.*
Foreign population holding residence
permits in Morocco by country of
nationality, 2012
Cotfntry _Of Number | % of total
nationality
African countries 29,650 38.1
of which Algeria 10,424 13.4
Senegal 2,889 3.7
Mauritania 1,956 2.5
European countries 31,483 40.5
of which France| 22,683 29.2
Italy 1,595 2.1
Turkey 1,524 2
Other countries 16,665 214
of which US 1,648 2.1
China 1,319 1.7
Total 77,798 100
Source: Direction Générale de la S(ireté
Nationale, Morocco.

As of December 2012, nationals from Senegal ranked
first among the 14,000 Sub-Saharan Africans in a
regular situation, with 2,889 persons. Last available data
(census 2004) indicated that 65 percent of the residents
from these countries were students that year. Higher
education cooperation (scholarships, for instance) has
been an important element in Morocco’s African policy,
and the development of international education, since
the 1990s, attracted increasing numbers of students to
Morocco.® Of the 10,000 foreign students recorded in
Morocco in 2006-2007, about 70 percent were from
non-Arab African countries.*

Europeans, and among them the French, are the other
main group of foreign nationals (respectively, 40.5
percent and 29.2 percent of all residency holders in
2012). No recent data is available on their profile but
in the mid-2000s, the French resided predominantly
in Rabat, Casablanca and Marrakech (70 percent of
all French residents). Spanish nationals, the second
European nationality, were mostly in the Northern
provinces, namely Tangiers and Tetouan. Europeans
were markedly older than other foreign groups: 22
percent of Europeans were aged 60 and above, double




reunion: a marked predominance of 35-44 year-olds,
with children below 15 (9 per cent), as well as some
older migrants (8 per cent are older than 65).

As regards education levels, Moroccan migrants have
mostly low education (59 per cent of those aged 15
and above). Seventeen per cent of those only are highly
educated.” Figure2 emphasisesthediversityof Moroccan
migrants’ educational profiles and the selectivity of the
migration process by receiving countries’ policies and
socio-economic setup. In general, migrants are more
educated than non-migrants are. However, Moroccans
in Spain and Italy are less educated than non-migrant
Moroccans in the same age group. The vast majority,
meanwhile, of the 58,000 Moroccans in Canada are
highly educated.

Percentage of highly-educated Moroccan
migrants in age group 25-34 years, various
destination countries (c. 2011)
80 70

% of total aged 25-
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Source: OECD-DIOC 2010-11

Unsurprisingly, Moroccans in Canada perform highly-
skilled professions in general: the three top categories
of professions (the “managers’, “professionals” and
“technicians and associate professionals”) employ 55
per cent of them. By contrast, in Italy 50 per cent of
employed Moroccans are in “elementary occupations”
(33 per cent in Spain), and in “Craft and related trades”
(respectively 20 and 17 per cent). In France, Moroccan
migrants can be found in all categories of professions:
36 per cent are in the top three categories and 40 per
cent in the three lowest-skilled ones.”® In these four
countries, Moroccans also often work in “services
and trade”-related professions. The numbers range
from between 12 (France) and 21 per cent (Spain) of
employed migrants (OECD-DIOC data).

the share among Sub-Saharan Africans for instance. As
a matter of facts, 16 percent of all European residents
were retired persons: Europeans made up 81 percent of
all foreign retired persons, of whom the French alone
made up 57 per cent. 59 per cent of Europeans were
in active age groups (15-59 years). These made up half
of all employed foreign nationals, of whom 74 percent
were salaried workers. *°

Refugees and asylum seekers
registered by UNHCR in Morocco by
nationality (March 2016)
Country Refugees
Syria 2,927
Yemen 461
Ivory Coast 281
DR Congo 150
Iragq 131
Central African Rep. 95
Others 232
Total refugees 4,277
Asylum seekers
Cameroon 410
DR Congo 318
Ivory Coast 308
Guinea 215
Mali 126
Central African Rep. 109
Others 424
Total asylum seekers 1,910
Source: UNHCR, Morocco Factsheet, March 2016

Besides these small numbers of stranded migrants,
students, workers and retired people of diverse origins
and profiles, 4,277 refugees were registered in Morocco
by UNHCR, as of March 2016. Asylum seekers
numbered 1,910, most of whom were from Sub-Saharan
countries.” However, registered refugees may be only a
fraction of all de facto refugees in Morocco.*

Recorded Syrian nationals numbered 2,927. As of
September 2015, males made up 53 percent of Syrian
refugees and 51 percent were younger than 18. The 453
families mostly originated from Homs (39 percent),
Hama and Damascus (12 per cent each). Forty-
eight percent gained income in the informal, tertiary
sector (services, trade, etc.), while 37 per cent had no
occupation in Morocco.*




Flows

The propensity to migrate remains high in Morocco: in
2011-2012, 42 per cent of the population between 18
and 50 expressed the intention of migrating. Among
young people aged 18 to 29 years, 69 per cent desired to
emigrate.”” Annual net migration flows from Morocco
reached 86,000 persons in 2009-2010.* Data are missing
for the Arab receiving countries, but OECD statistics
emphasize the rapid development of Moroccan
migrants’ total stocks in the region during the 2000s.
In Europe and in North America, their numbers nearly
doubled during the decade, from respectively 1,389,696
to 2,436,957 and from 63,023 to 124,557. %!

However, the pace of growth was much quicker during
the first half of the 2000s. Italy and Spain, especially,
saw a doubling in the numbers of Moroccan residents
during that five-year period: in Spain, they stood
at 278,500 in 2000 and 539,049 in 2005, a stunning
demographic growth rate of 13.2 annually (15.2 per
cent in Italy). The financial crisis of 2008 put a halt to
economic growth in the Southern European countries,
however. Consequently, stocks continued increasing but
at a much slower pace than in the early 2000s: 4 per cent
annually for Europe as a whole, down from 7 per cent
annually during the previous five years, 3.3 per cent in
2005-2010 in Italy and 5.7 in Spain. Canada is the only
country where Moroccan migrant populations, though
small, continued increasing steadily until 2011.

Net flows of Moroccan migrants to
Spain by sex (2000-2013)
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Flows

Outflows from Spain to Morocco
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Since the late 2000s, migration flows to Morocco have,
as noted before, undergone significant changes. The
financial crisis of 2008 spurred outflows of Moroccans
from Europe, back to Morocco. These flows, particularly
from Spain, rose brutally in 2008 and remained high
until 2013 (last available data), reaching almost 40,000
persons that year.* This suggests that some Moroccan
migrants did return to Morocco following the financial
crisis, because of its effects on Spanish, as well as the
Italian economies.

Some of these returnees had been staying irregularly in
Europe. Over the period 2008 to 2014, the numbers of
the returned went down, from 13,555 to 9,405. Most of
these migrants were expelled from Spain: 9,300 in 2008
t0 6,365 in 2014 or 68 per cent of all irregular Moroccans
expelled from an EU Member State to a Third State
(Eurostat data). A survey conducted in the early 2010s
on irregular migrants who returned to Morocco from
Europe actually confirmed that the financial crisis,
and hikes in unemployment in the sectors employing
most Moroccans (construction especially), did force
irregular workers back to Morocco, for they were more
vulnerable to the loss of their income than workers in
regular situations.” Increasing numbers, therefore, left
“voluntarily” in 2008 and after, thus decreasing the
share of those expelled by force. As a matter of facts,




Exemplified here in the case of Spain (Fig. 3), net flows
of Moroccans to Southern European countries during
the 2000s were effectively sustained until 2009, for men
and for women. The sharp hike observed in 2004 may be
due to several factors, among which the improvement of
diplomatic relations between Morocco and Spain that
may have favoured the relaxation of the visa policy, and
the early announcement of the migrant regularization
campaign conducted in 2005 that attracted a number
of foreign labourers to Spain who hoped to benefit
from the measure.”? Indeed, there were many irregular
Moroccans in Southern European countries: 146,610
Moroccan migrants were regularized in Spain between
2001 and 2005.* Regularisation campaigns were also
conducted in Italy during the 2000s, in 2002-2004 and
2009. Moroccans made 7.7 per cent of the 700,000
applicants to the first, and 12.3 per cent of applicants to
the second campaign with 36,112 applications.* Since
1981, a total of about 445,000 Moroccans have been
regularized in four EU countries (France, Belgium, Italy
and Spain), something which highlights the scale of
Moroccan irregular migration.”

Since 2008 and the onset of the financial and economic
crisis, certain sectors of Southern European economies
were hit hard: for example, the construction and
services sectors. As Moroccans were often employed
in these sectors, they were disproportionally affected
by the crisis. In Spain, the unemployment rates of
Moroccan nationals surged from 17 per cent in 2007 to
48 per cent in 2011 for males, and from 32 to 56.3 per
cent for women. In 2013, 60 per cent of the Moroccan
work force in Spain was without a job.** Consequently,
as seen in Figure 3, net flows started diminishing after
2009 and even became negative after 2012 for the men.
This is due to a marked drop in inflows of Moroccan
migrants to Spain (93,623 in 2009, 33,408 in 2013),”
and to their growing outflows from that country (Fig. 6,
“Inward Migration” section).

Unsurprisingly, the number of residency permits
granted to new Moroccan migrants in Europe (first
permits) has been decreasing since the late 2000s, while
the total number of permits (first and renewals), did
not at first go down. This would suggest a trend towards
settling “old” migrants in the EU while preventing new

the proportion of men culminated at 80 percent in 2011,
and has been decreasing since then. This suggests that
men living alone as irregular labourers left Europe first,
and that families settled in Europe eventually had to
take the road back, too.

The crisis also had the unintended effect of increasing
the inflows of European nationals to Morocco, especially
from Spain.** The numbers of Spanish registered as
residents in Morocco went up from 5,770 in 2009 to
8,003 in 2015, of whom an unknown number may
be Moroccans who were naturalised in Spain. More
generally, “the number of authorizations granted to
foreign nationals to do paid work in Morocco has
increased from 6,236 in 2004 to 8,972 in 2011. This
increase is explained in part by the expansion of foreign
investment in Morocco, particularly in the building and
construction sectors, hospitality, catering, aeronautics,
relocation, and major retail outlets and franchises, and
also by the shortage of particular skill profiles in the
national labour market.”

The Arab uprisings and ensuing unrest and wars in
many countries, as well as conflicts in Africa (the
conflict of 2010-2011 in the Ivory Coast, the crisis in
Mali ongoing since 2012, for example), also inflated
the modest numbers of foreign residents in Morocco.
The regularisation campaign of 2014, however, only
benefitted 17,916 undocumented residents. Strict
conditions were indeed imposed on applicants who had
to fit into the following categories and detain documents
supporting their request:

« Foreign spouses of Moroccan citizens, married and
living together for two years and more (before 31
December 2011);

» Foreign spouses of other foreigners in a regular
situation in Morocco, married and living together
for four years and more (before 31 December 2009);

o Children of the two above categories, providing
they hold a valid birth certificate;

» Foreign nationals holding a valid labour contract,
employed at least for the past two years (since 1
January 2012);




ones from entering. However, since 2012, the total
number of residencies also started going down: a “loss”
of around 100,000 residencies in two years.

All and first permits delivered to
Moroccan migrants in the EU-28
(2008-2014)
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Part of this change may be due to a hike in naturalisations
observed in Spain and Italy in 2013. With respectively
30,364 and 25,421 naturalisations of Moroccan citizens
in 2013, the two countries granted 64 per cent of all
naturalisations of Moroccans in Europe that year.
France only naturalised 16,661 Moroccans, 19 per cent
of the annual total. In 2008, by contrast, only 19 per
cent of Moroccans had received citizenship in Spain
and Italy, while France alone had granted 44 per cent
of all naturalisations to Moroccans in the EU that year
(28,699). At the level of the EU, the gender balance of
the naturalised Moroccans remains stable, with males
making up from 52 to 55 of the total (Eurostat data).

More generally, family reunion has become the most
frequent pathway for Moroccans wishing to enter the
EU since the late 2000s.

» Foreign nationals able to prove a five-year long
continuous residence in Morocco;

o Chronically-ill persons receiving care in Morocco
since 31 December 2013.

Beyond such restrictions, many belonged to one or
more of the categories targeted but could not supply
supporting documents, such as marriage and labour
contracts. Therefore, only 65 percent of the 27,332
applications filed were accepted. The regularisation
exercise benefited nationals of 116 countries, with the
Senegalese forming the largest group (6,600 persons,
or 27 percent of all successful applicants), followed
by Syrians (5,250 persons), Nigerians (2,380) and
Ivoirians (2,281). Nationals from Mali and Cameroon
respectively made up only 5 and 4 percent of all
accepted applications, and Filipinos just 3 percent. The
vast majority of regularisations (64 percent) concerned
persons having stayed in Morocco for five years and
more. Two percent only were regularised through
marriage with a Moroccan national.”

The regularisation process happened in a context of
growing inflows of irregulars, after a slowdown in the
late 2000s: “the migration flux started to increase again
(mainly from Tunisia, Libya and Egypt), initially slowly
between 2011 and 2012, then more markedly from 2013,
with, in particular, a large influx of Syrian refugees”
Arrests of foreign irregulars by Moroccan authorities
also went up in 2010 and 2011 (last available data), as
visible on Figure 7. ¢

Arrests of foreign nationals in irregular
situation (2000-2011)
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Evolution of the percent distribution
of all first permits granted by reason
(EU-28, 2008-2014)
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Of the 203,670 permits delivered for the first time
in 2008, 66,438 were for “remunerated activities” (to
Italy and Spain essentially) and 71,283 were for “family
reasons”. As of 2014, the “remunerated activities” made
up only 16 per cent (15,061 permits) of the 96,197
first permits delivered, while residency for family
purposes was still frequent (64,269 permits). Of these
family-related permits, the ones delivered for marriage
purposes made up 30 to 60 per cent,”® while the share
of children reuniting with parents increased over the
six years, from 21 to 43 per cent of the family-related
first permits. Reunion with other family members of
the holder became less frequent over the period (33 to
14 per cent). Interestingly, the gender balance within
these various categories of permits is very diverse
by destination country. In Spain, Moroccan males
and females are in similar numbers in the family-
and labour-related categories of permits. In 2014 for
instance, women outnumbered men among workers:
75 males for 100 females.*® As for Italy and France, the
picture differs, with 55 males for 100 females residing
as family member and about 5.5 males for every female
among workers in 2014 in both countries. This suggests
a very different distribution of power between genders
in Spain, as compared with Italy, and with France where
Moroccan migrant communities are older.

Between 2008 and 2014, another change has become
evidence: the fall of the permits delivered for “other

Growing numbers of Syrians and Palestinians from
Syria are said to be gathering in Nador, for instance,
from where they hope to cross to Melilla, the Spanish
enclave, in order to avoid the dangers of a boat trip to
Europe. These refugees usually come through the land
border with Algeria, relying on smugglers.® According
to UNHCR data, in the first six months of 2015, 4,049
Syrians had entered Melilla, making up 83 per cent of all
arrivals of Third Country Nationals from Morocco. In
2014, they were 3,098, up from 252 in 2013.%




reasons’. These mostly concern the elderly who settle
for the purpose of “residence only” (they are barred
from working), and for long-term residence (five years
and more) with independent means.* There were 58,000
such permits in 2008 and only 6,664 in 2014, which
confirms the tightening of entry regulations, especially
in Italy and Spain, the main gateways to Europe for
Moroccans until 2010. Education gains as a relative
share (from 4 to 11 per cent of all permits delivered in
the EU, mostly to France). But numbers of Moroccans
students in the EU remain modest in view of the large
Moroccan migrant community in the region: 4,919 in
2008 and 7,834 in 2014.
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