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Introduction — Aim of, and Approach to, an

Intellectual Youth Biography

Traumen wir nicht von einer Gemeinschaft, die sictt mehr in den minderwertigen kampfen
der Politik zerreibt, ja, die vom Berufspolitikels agesellschaftlichem Typus befreit ist? Von

einer Gemeinschaft, die ohne Hunger und ohne Adgsh edlen Gliick, dem edlen Leid lebt?

- ERNST TOLLERDer Deutsche Hinkemann

Why write another Study of Ernst Toller?

Today few people have heard of the German playwrajhJewish descent, Ernst
Toller (1893-1939). Yet he was well-known as a plaght and a public figure in
Germany and beyond, especially during the 1920sa Asiter, his success equalled,
if not surpassed that of many contemporary writetsgse names nowadays are often
better known, including Georg Kaiser (1878-1945) &ertold Brecht (1898-1956).
In 1939 the literary critic and expert on Expresssb literature, Kurt Pinthus (1886-
1975), spoke of Toller as being the “most succésdfamatist of the Expressionist
generation in Germany”. In fact, his work was ttated during his lifetime in twenty-
seven languages and staged in a variety of cosntranging from Germany to
Russia, and from Japan to the United States. Hisbagraphy,Eine Jugend in
Deutschland1933), somewhat misleadingly translated in Emgéisl was a German

(instead of “A Youth in Germany”), appeared iniial, Dutch and ChinesePerhaps

! On the number of languages, see: Kurt Pinthude“ahd Death of Ernst Toller” irBooks Abroad
XIV (1939) 3; on the fact that his success surpaghat of Carl Sternheim (), Kaiser and Brecht, see
also: John M. Spalek, “Ernst Toller: The Need foNew Estimate”:German Quarterly39, No 4
(1966) 593; repeated in: Jost Hermand, “Vorwort? lbid. (ed.), Zu Ernst Toller Drama und
Engagement. Ein Modellfall des politischen TheateFsllers Dramen als Manifestationen von
Revolution, Gefangnis, Weimarer Republik, fasatbir Machtsiibername und Ef@tuttgart, 1981)

6, and Richard DovelHe was a Germana biography of Ernst Tolle{London, 1990) 1; on the
translation in Chinese, see: Huang Guozhen, “Ditn&ume des deutschen Expressionismus in China
und sein Einflul auf die moderne chinesische Litgtan: German Quarterly 60:3 (1987 Summer)
365-376, 372. Note: the English title only emphasithe ‘German’ context of his life, leaving oug th
central dimension of ‘youth'Jugend; in combination with the national dimension,stthis that gives
the book its particular message, that is: its apfpe@erman youth to rebel against Hitler. Arguatiig
dimension of ‘youth’ was more important for Tolkbian the German aspect, for the book is, firstlpf a
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the decline of Toller's fame can be ascribed togtieng historical dimension of the
themes of his plays, generally Socialist and Pstaifi orientation — yet, it is precisely
this that makes his work appealing to the histdigaaterested scholar, including the
author of this study.

Undoubtably, Toller's fame as a writer and an histd actor in the 1920s
owed much to his role as a key figure in the Mur@@uncil Republic Raterepublik
Born in the aftermath of World War 1, this utopiamperiment was intended as a
revolutionary counter-model of the newly founded iWa& Republic under the
Social-Democratic leadership of Friedrich Ebert/1-8925). Contrary to the latter’s
ideal of a parliamentary democracy, the Council ibdip opted for a ‘democracy
from below’. Organised in revolutionary councileetpeople were supposed to be
actively committed to political decision makinglrat than giving away their votes to
parliamentarians. The Republic is generally divideth two phases, that of the so
called ‘Writers Republic’ from 6 to 13 April 1918nd that of the Communists from
13 April to 3 May. Toller was active in both ‘Repids’, but he identified only with
the first. On the night of ' April 1919, he was elected president of the Céntra
Council (Vollzugsra}, the umbrella organisation led by the Councilsaotcontrolled
the executive Council of People’s Commissionaifeat (der Volksbeaugtragtgnas
power formally lay with thé/ollzugsrat it meant that power de facto lay in Toller’s
hands.

Toller's utopian experiment was short-lived. Undee leadership of the
Russian born German Jew Eugen Leviné (1883-19ER#public was overtaken by
the Communists on 13 April, after which it optediwihe support of Moscow for a
dictatorship of the proletariat under strong patiscipline. Toller was assigned the
role of military Commander, but he became estrariged the Communist Republic
through Leviné’s anti-humanist ideals and leadgxsidefore he fully distanced
himself, however, the Republic was overruled byWsimar government, which was
able to count on the support of the German armye Térror and violence that
accompanied the siege of Munich stained the membtlye Council Republic, and it
deeply upset Toller. Both the Red and White troapsised bloodshed, killing
innocent people. Toller fled, but was soon arrested brought to trial. Leviné, who
had also been arrested, was shot without trialtnAda by this blunt murder, public

an autobiography of his youth, not of his life ire@any; the book ends in 1924, when Toller is
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figures and intellectuals came to the rescue ofefoWwhose trial in July 1919 now
became a&ause celebreThis contributed to great extent to his relatyvedild prison
sentence of five years. On 30 September 1919 Toliest play, Die Wandlung(The
Transformation, 1917/18), was staged in GermanythVits author in prison, it
became a tremendous success and made his nanse@seasful writer of plays, soon
including other Expressionist works likdasse-Mensci{Masses and Man, 1919),
Hinkemann(1921-22) ander Entfesselte WotafWwotan Unchained, 1923). All these
plays dealt with the theme of the failed revolutemd exposed a re-working of the
writer's socialist and communitarian idedlReleased in 1924, Toller was expelled
from Munich, after which he mostly resided in BerlAn opponent of the Nazis, he
was expelled from Germany in January 1933 and heutdor Great-Britain and then
for the United States. He committed suicide in Meyflower hotel in New York on
22 May 1939.

After his death, Toller's fame began to wane. Hitefin West Germany was
similar to that of many authors who had fled intdlee Demonised by liberal forces
which continued to see him as a dreamer rather ¢haman with true insight into
politics, he could hardly count on a positive eailon and continued to stand in the
shadow of the Council Repubficln East Germany interest in Toller was always
substantially bigger than in West Germany, a pulty coloured stereotypization
notwithstanding. Whereas in the West he was ofemm saas a ‘Communist’, he was
generally depicted as the prototype of a petit geais intellectual and a “half-
Fascist” by the Communists in the Eagt.first publication of Toller’s work in West
Germany dates from 1961, entitl®dtosa — Briefe — Dramen — Gedichfeith an
introduction by Kurt Hiller), which was anything tperfect from an editorial point of
view, but its review by Wolfgang Frihwald in 1963eafuring in
Literaturwissenschaftlichen Jahrbuch der Gorresdlsskaft did much to stimulate

study of Toller’'s work in West Germany during th@60s and 1970s, and also interest

released from prison, not when he goes into erilE9i33.

2 Carel ter Haar, “Bild-Selbstbild-Bild; zur liteiachen Rezeption der Gestalt Tollers” in: Stefan
Neuhaus, Rolf Selbmann and Thorsten Unger (e@snst Toller und die Weimarer Republik: ein
Autor im Spannungsfeld von Literatur und Pol{titrzburg, 1999) 17-18.

® Dove,He was a Germarl, 2, 5, 7; Spalek, “New Estimateerman Quarterly588, 590, repeated
in OssarAnarchism 10; see also: Werner Geifrig, “Ernst Toller — ter und Denker ,zwischen den
Stuhlen™ in: Albrecht Goetze und Gunther Pflaurdg8, Vergleichen und verander@®unich, 1970)
116-242; Wolfgang RotheErnst Toller in Selbstzeugnissen und Bilddokumer(ieeinbek bei
Hamburg, 1983) 113.

“ Spalek, “New Estimate’German Quarterly588.
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in him as an individual an in his status as an pedelent socialist. Meanwhile, a
more positive evaluation also set in from the UWhiftates, where John M. Spalek
(1929) called for a “new estimate” in 1966 and wran intense and essential
bibliography, entitledErnst Toller and his Critics: a Bibiliograph§1978)® The work

of FrGhwald and Spalek was crucial in the re-htdiitbbn of the reception of Toller’s
personality, ideas and creative work in West Geyraard the United States since the
1960s. In 1978 they edited a concise and still @ittitive publication of almost all
his work (including dramas, letters, and other maions), facilitating to great extent
further research on the life and thought of Toller.

Today a whole list of articles, books and diss@net on Toller exist5.The
vast majority of these studies are literary acceudealing with interpretations of
Toller’'s creative work. Noteworthy are, amongstesth) Carel ter Haar’appel oder
Resignation21977), Sigurd Rothstein®er Traum der Gemeinschaft987), René
Eichenlaub’sErnst Toller et I'Expressionisme politiqu&980), and Andreas LixI's
Ernst Toller und die Weimarer Republik 1919-19@®86). More recently, an
insightful article was written by Christa Hempel4&@r and Hans-Harald Muller on
Toller's early “search for spiritual leader$Erom a different angle, a whole range of
studies of varying value were undertaken into tigmiBcance and role of Toller’s
Jewish identity, always considered crucial to ustsrding Toller's life and work.
Included among these studies is a thought-provotinggh somewhat disappointing
article by Michael Ossar (1985), explaining Tolemessianism’ from the Messianic

Idea in Judaism (to which | shall return later)dawarious articles by Carsten

® Wolfgang Friihwald, “Rezension der Toller-Auswalntié”in: Literaturwissenschaftliches Jahrbuch
der GdorresgesellschafNeue Folge, Band IV (Berlin 1963) 279-312; orsfisee also: Ter Haar, “Bild-
Selbstbild-Bild” in: Neuhaus/Selbmann/Unger (ed3$9ller und die Weimarer RepubliR2; on the
impact of the 1961 edition, see also: Hermand, wot” in: Ibid. (ed.),Zu Ernst Toller Drama und
Engagement?.

® Up to the 1970s, Toller was long equated with “@mmism” in American publications, although not
always intended as a means to discredit him, seex@mple: Georg Franz, ‘Munich: Birthplace and
Center of the National Socialist German WorkersityPan: The Journal of Modern Historyol.
XXIX, no.4 (Dec, 1957) 319-334; Arthur Mitzmaithe Iron Cage. An Historical Interpretation of
Max Webel(New York, New Brunswick, 1987)

" For an overview and analyses of the works on Tdtlat have been published before 1998, see: John
M. Spalek,Ernst Toller and His Critics. A Bibliograph{Charlottesville, 1968: Nachdruck New York,
1973); Sigurd RothsteirDer Traum der Gemeinschaft. Kontinuitat und Innavatin Ernst Tollers
Dramen(Frankfurt am Main, Bern, New York, Paris, 1987)}3% Distl, Toller, 6-13; see also Carel
ter Haar's good overview, “Bild-Selbstbild-Bild” ilfNeuhaus/Selbmann/Unger (edS:pller und die
Weimarer Republikl5-26.

8 Christa Hempel-Kiiter and Hans-Harold Miiller, “Bri®ller: Auf der Suche nach dem geistigen
Fuhrer: ein Beitrag zur Rekonstruktion der “Poigising” der literarischen Intelligenz im Ersten
Weltkrieg” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozes§€lbingen, 1997) 78-106.
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Schapkow who understands Toller's ambivalence abisuiewish identity in terms of
the questionable concept of Jewish “self-hatfe@here are also two substantial, all-
round biographies by Wolfgang Rothe and Richard d)antitledErnst Toller in
Selbstzeugnissen und Bilddokumen(@@83) respectivelyHe was a German: a
biography of Ernst Tolle(1990), both of which are important and crucialrkgoon
Toller, although the second is unquestionably thestmextended, if not, the most
authoritative of the two. In addition to these raliind biographies, Dieter Distl wrote
a political biography of Toller in 1993, entitleBrnst Toller: Eine politische
Biographie(1993).

In the light of this impressive list of publicationit may come as a surprise
that research on Toller's early life and youth remaaparse and un-systematic. With
the exception of the above mentioned text of Herijiger and Miller and a few
lesser concise and more descriptive articles (diolp a re-working of a somewhat
outdated masters thesis), Toller’s youth is ofeensas an introduction, if not, prelude
to his later life rather than as a phase in it®#fnard Grau, author of an authoritative
biography on Kurt Eisner (1867-1919), has pointethe need to place Toller in the
context of the phenomenon of youth in Germany, Hisitarticle reveals more about
the context of youth around Eisner than about tfatoller himself, something to
which he also fairly admits in the title of hisiak.*® Most scholars point to the great
importance of Toller's youth for an understandiridiis later life, but there is not yet
any coherent or in-depth analysis of his youth aghale. Considering Toller's own
interest in youth as a stage in its own right éetiéd, moreover, by the fact that youth
takes up more than a third of his autobiographils absence may come as an even

greater surprise.

° Relying on the work of Sander L. Gilman, Schapkeguates Toller's ambivalence about Jewish
identity with “self-hatred”, but the term “self-matl” does not seem to cover Toller's actual senitme
Toller did not feel (or at least it is not detedeain his memoirs) ‘hatred’ toward himself, nor s a
Schapkow wants us to believe — to Jews in genéddler discredites Jews, as Schapkow rightly notes,
but he also discredits non-Jews, for example “Siggbapter 4). Perhaps one might better argue that
he discredits people who obstructed his self-ratatir for whom he simply felt contempt. See: Carste
Schapkow, “Judentum als zentrales Deutungsmustdrelren und Werk Ernst Tollers* irExil.
Forschung, Erkenntnisse, Ergebnissiesg von Joachim H. Koch., 7. Jg. (Frankfurt a/Mdi896) No.

2, 25-39; Ibid, “Judenbilder und judischer SelbBthdersuch einer Standortbestimmung Ernst Tollers*
in: Neuhaus/Selbmann/Unger (edsIpller und die Weimarer Republik1-86; Sander L. Gilman
Jewish Self-Hatred: Anti-Semitism and the Hiddendumge of the Jew@altimore, London, 1986);
on the difficulty of the use of “self-hatred”, sakso: Shulamit Volkov, “Selbstgefalligkeit und Ssttal’’

in: Ibid. (ed),Judisches Leben und Antisemitismus im 19. unds®®@hundert(Munich, 1990) 181-197.

% Bernhard Grau, “Kurt Eisner und sein Verhaltnis dugend im Ersten Weltkrieg und in der Zeit der
Revolution (1918/19) aus der Perspektive Ernsterslin: Neuhaus/Selbmann/Unger (ed3.pller
und die Weimarer Repub]ik8.
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Filling part of that gap with an intellectual bieghy of Toller's youth is the
aim | have set myself in this study. | do not seelresent a definitive biography of
Toller’'s youth, but rather seek a method to traeekbhis early utopianism to its
personal and social context. Toller’'s youth cargidy be divided into two parts: that
of his life up to World War |, and that of life dog World War 1 itself. | shall focus
largely on the second part, although | also makereace to the first. In fact, the
period up to World War | is essential to understdhd drives and needs that
characterized Toller’s life in war.

At one level, this study can be seen as an accuimulaf earlier knowledge
about Toller's youth. It seeks to assemble, unéed correct earlier facts and
interpretations about that period. With that | hayted for a chronological approach,
which shows the specific development of Toller'slyeéfe and creative ‘production’.
At another level, | seek to accomplish earlier kiemlge with new information. In so
doing, | pay much attention to the socio-culturatworks of his early life (family,
friends, combat units, intellectual groups) throughich we are able to better
understand the concrete and ‘practical’ frame inictvhboth Toller's needs and

humanitarian socialism were born.

Methodology and Hypothesis

This study, an intellectual youth biography of Erisller from 1893 to 1918, shows
the interdependence of intellectual developmentggtaiphy, and socio-cultural
setting®* In so doing, it differs from previous studies oall&r in two crucial ways:

first, it pays more attention to the psycho-sodahension of that early life, and
second, it seeks to understand that life in a ramgiellectual context which has

received far too little attention so far:

Psycho-Social dimensioffhe sensitive nature of Toller's character begysaf more

psychological approach to his person and thoughtsn his birth in 1893 to his death
in 1939 Toller was haunted by psychological proldemhich manifested themselves
in headaches and states of depression for exainphes age Toller was supposed to

1) learned here from: Arthur MitzmamMichelet, Historian: Rebirth and Romanticism in dlieenth-
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be suffering from “neurosis” (now: DSM-IV}f,a concept that today is subject to severe
critique, largely for its vagueness that often seél ‘medicalize’ a pathological
disposition which can equally be explained in tewh$ieightened or more developed
sensibilities. Wolfgang Rothe, author of the fiogbgraphy on Toller, did point to the
need to understand Toller’s life in psychologi@hts, but did not explore this further
in his own study on Toller. In their 1994 articldrSta Hempel-Kiter and Hans-
Harold Muller gave an important impetus to thatl'cahen shifting attention from
the general stress in scholarship of Toller oncietral role of Jewish identity in his
early life to the “offences and discriminations’athwere connected to that identity,
thus pointing to the development of specific sevisies, which they also decipher as
the source of his later socialisthl would like to take this road toward psychology
somewhat further by both pointing to the centré f anxiety and trauma in Toller’'s
experience of the world in his early life. At thenge time | would like to point to the
internal contradiction of a character that sougitias inclusion, on the one hand, and
solitude, on the other.

In order to understand the psycho-social dimensiat underlay Toller’s
early life and creative ‘production’ it seems ffuitto divide that life in the two
abovementioned periods. In the first period (18934), which shall be discussed in
chapter 2, we detect the dominance of an overalinig of estrangement from the
world in which Toller was born. Scholars of Tollesive often ascribed this sense of
alienation to his “Jewish background” (Dove), ligeems more fruitful to understand
it in a much larger context of the interplay of [Bols sensitive character and his
socio-cultural setting, where morality and sociahfticts were dominant. In this
context Toller felt isolated and displayed the newdspiritual “order”, closely related
to an understanding of the Godly essence. When re&v glder, such moral
disorientation was aggravated by a lack of purpaedech only gained new meaning
through the war in 1914. In the second period (18a48), hope for psycho-social
rebirth from early wanderings was strengthenedhoalgh the experience of war soon

Century FrancdNew Haven and London, 1990).

12 Rothe has pointed to the possibility of genetigios of Toller psychic constitution, but he relies

an unreliable remark of Dr. Ernst Rudin in psyclgidal report from 1918; Rudin was a eugenetic
doctor and a political opponent, inclined to raciations — there is no evidence that further sujspar
genetic explanation, see: Rothiller; Bundesarchiv (BA), Potsdam: Zwischenarchiv Buadesiv
Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten: 30.03 ORA: Oberreichsanwadinb Reichsgericht (ORA/RG), C 24/18,
Psychiatrisches Klinik der K. Universitat Minchd2,.8.1919: Psychiatrisches Gutachten tiber Taller.
13 Hempel-Kiiter/Miller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozesse2.
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complicated this hope. Rooted in trauma, it agge/aather than solved his psycho-
social disorientation; this necessitated a despestiuggle to find (new) spiritual
values of communityGemeinschaft which Toller then found through the work of

Gustav Landauer, the founding stone of his eadpian socialisnt?

Romanticism and rebirthScholars of Toller often point to the romantiacdcter of
Toller’s early life up to 1919, but they rarely giit more in-depth attention. Perhaps a
(unintended) consequence of the “new estimate’k{sgeto show that Toller was
anything but an irrationaSchwarmey, attention has drifted away from earlier
accounts which explained the ideas of Toller infilagne of (neo)romanticism. This
study, then, seeks to revive the romantic conteixtToller's youth and early
utopianism: however, by romanticism | do not melaa literary traditionpur sang
(which was often intended in earlier research olef) but rather an anti-materialist
and anti-capitalist world viewYeltanschauung closely connected to the problem of
modernity in Wilhelmine Germany (1890-1918) andidly expressed by its cultural
elite at the beginning of the twentieth centuryistémti-capitalist romanticism, rooted
in the spiritual and pseudo-religious need for “Yemess” through cultural rebirth,
provided the overall context of Toller’'s social pi@nism. Toller not only dwelled on
its ideas for a cultural self-understanding, boafjave active shape to its ideal of
cultural rebirth. It is the aim of this study toosih the development of that process,
and how it brought an essentially non-politicalwimto the political arena, fusing it
with socialist idealism.

Closely connected to this romantéeltanschauungvas the notion of ‘youth’ as
a metaphor of cultural rebirth. As we shall see,war experience gave that concept a
crucial meaning for Toller, as only then the need dpiritual regeneration radically
increased.

This view of an anti-capitalist romanticism stronglpposes research that has
tried to frame Toller's early utopianism in the text of the Messianic Idea in

¥ In all this I learned much from Freudian and pestudian theory, although this study can hardly be
regarded as a psycho-analytical work. As a theonpted in neurotic analysis, Freudian thought is
largely outdated, but it is interesting still fas ianalysis of fear and anxieties (understood rimgeof
powerlessness and a loss of love, care, and sgcepilacing Freud’s initial understandings of amyie

as transformed libido), and thus of in- and exduasil personally cannot agree with the metaphysical
implications of Freudian theory, including the wotiof pre-Oedipal bonds (with either mother or
father) and the fixation in sexual and libidinaivéis. | can neither agree with the idea of oedipal
conflict itself, largely undermined by post-Freudiand other scholarship through greater emphasis on
peer analysis in the study of individual developtnen
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Judaism. Relying on a thought-provoking hypothes$idichael Léwy, developed in
his Redemption et Utopig987), Michael Ossar defended the untenable st of
an “elective affinity” between Toller's utopian anho-socialism and the Messianic
Idea in Judaism. Alo Allkemper has already showat this discourse evolves around
a “wrong axis”, pointing to Toller's ambivalence dJadaism, on the one hand, and to
the greater relevance of Christian messianism henother> Connected to pre-war
psycho-social needs, moreover, Toller’'s intellecto@ssianism’ only emerged under
the impact of the war experience, when arch-typioataphors of the Bible and
Christian Passion gained strength. These notionse ve@ essential part of the
romantic legacy in Germany. Accordingly, Tollerméssianism’ was a romantic
creed; when | refer to Toller's idealism in thisudy in terms of a “mythical
messianism” (Hubinger) it only has an ideal-typicedaning.

Aside from these overall considerations, a few mniabout my sources are in place.
As | hoped to consult all possible records of Trdlesarly life and its immediate
socio-cultural context, | have consulted a varigtygources, including both published
and unpublished sources. Although | also work wedser known material, including
the manuscript oDie Wandlung(then still called: “Der Entwurzelte” or Uprooted
One) and various unknown ego-documents and offaadiificates of birth, marriage
and death, most of my sources are well-known ieaesh on Toller. My aim is to re-
interpret and re-evaluate these sources, and wahdlso earlier interpretations by
scholars of Toller.
Most prominent among these sources is Toller’s laagpaphy,Eine Jugend

in DeutschlandThough incredibly rich, it is also rather unrelaat times. Wolfgang

Rothe already warned in 1983 of the possibilityadfdistorting stylisation of social

> Alo Allkemper, ,.,Aber bin ich nicht auch Jude* —uZErnst Tollers Judentum* in: lbid (ed.),
Literatur und Demokrati€Berlin, 2000) 169-183. Ossar relies on Michaellpwho also stresses that
the revival of Jewish Messianism occured throughin@& romanticism, where a vivid current of
mysticism was present (Eckahrt, Boehme). It is isedg this element that undermines the ‘Jewish’
nature of ‘Jewish’ messianism. Léwy relies on thessianic theory of Gershom Scholem, deeply
influenced by the romantic tradition as well. Didh8lem not present a romanticised version of Jewish
messianism? On the influence of the Christian Bassiee also: Sokel, “Toller” in: Hermargl) Ernst
Toller, 27; Catherine Mazellier-Griinbedke Théatre Expressioniste et le Sacré: Georg Kaisanst
Toller, Ernst Barlach(Bern, Berlin, Frankfurt a/Main, New York, Paris,i&, 1994) 67, 292; Thomas
Koebner, “Der Passionsweg der Revolutionére: Ahutit Motive im politischen Drama der zwanziger
Jahre" in: Klaus Siebenhaus, Hermann Haarmann,(8deis der Vernunft: Literatur und Kunst
zwischen Aufklarung, Widerstand und AnpassuBgrlin, 1982) 39-50; Mahmoud Al-Ali, “Die
Hauptfigur Friedrich und ihre religiésen Zige innEfr Tollers Drama “Die Wandlung* in: Erich
Maria Remarque-Archiv (ed.Krieg und Literatur(Osnabriick, 2000/2) 59-68.
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reality”.'® In addition Dieter Distl added that Toller's auimgraphy is sometimes
almost written as a novel, where dramatizationroftkes over from reality, as in the
case of his role during the revolution and CourRépublic’’ Pointing to that
dramatization, Carel ter Haar stressed that wdrighly defensive character to justify
earlier actions in his lif€ Bernard Grau even speaks of a “not always eagctdte
mixed-relationship” in that book between “wish amaility”.'° In addition | could add
that the book alsmventsanecdotes, though often based on a certain relatiogality,
which makes it problematic as a source. At timesehinventions reveal knowledge
about Toller in a more symbolic way, but they oftdeo raise more questions than
answers.

Written in 1933 Eine Jugend in Deutschlarappeared against the background
of Hitler's ascent to political power in Germanylti#ough the book seeks to justify
earlier actions in Toller’s life, it also is inteed as a call for ‘youth’ — whatever
Toller's precise definition of ‘youth’ — to rebebainst Hitler. Rather exceptionally
among generational literature in Weimar Germanynduthe 1930s, it is a Leftwing
attempt to exploit the myth of youth as a forcerehewal, which was then more
commonly done by the conservative Right, most rptabthe works of Ernst Junger
(1895-2003) and the many intellectuals around Heglsrer's Tatmagazine?’ In so
doing, moreover, Toller remoulds his own youth iatanodel for German youth in
general.

Another source that is of great importance for wsi@dading Toller’'s youth
was his first play,Die Wandlung First staged in September 1919, it was largely
written in 1917, with final revisions in Februarynda March 1918. Where his
autobiography is often more a nov&je Wandlung Distl writes, is often more
autobiography than fictioft. Yet this does not mean that the book was a concise
reflection of his own life. It is true that thereeamany parallels, but there are also

differences between Toller and his alter ego, Frobd Written under the immediate

'® Rothe, Toller, 23.

'" Distl, Toller, 13, 55-57.

8 Ter Haar, “Bild-Selbstbild-Bild” in: Neuhaus/Sellarm/Unger (eds.)Toller und die Weimarer
Republik 18-19.

19 Grau, “Kurt Eisner und sein Verhéltnis zur JugéndNeuhaus/Selbmann/Unger (ed3dller und

die Weimarer Republjld9.

20 Wohl, Generation of 191454; on Zehrer and others, see also Walter Striliggs against
Democracy. Leadership ldeals in Bourgeois Politiddlought in Germany, 1890-193Princeton,

1973): Stefan BreueAnotomie der konservativen Revoluti@armstadt, 1993).

*1 Distl, Toller, 13.

18

Schouten, Frederik Steven Louis (2008), Ernst Toller: An Intellectual Youth Biography, 1893-1918
European University Institute DOI: 10.2870/14249



impact of World War 1, the book often reveals mafmut the ideas that Toller had
developed through war and its aftermath than abisuactual life. Crucial to the play
was its highly utopian — and somewhat naive — ctararelying on a sincere faith in
the spiritual rebirth of maff. Like his autobiography, the book also containsrans
element of ‘youth’ and generational understandmg, it was equally retrospectively
applied to the analysis of Friedrich’'s early lifeyisting and distorting Toller's own
reality. In addition toEine Jugend in Deutschlanthe drama is very insightful,
however, and offers a sometimes deviant, thoughptemmentary story of Toller’s life
until the end of 1917 and the beginning of 1918itMn from different historical
viewpoints, and with different aims, the books gapecific meaning in their
interdependence and interrelation.

In addition to these two sources there are mangratburces that compliment
the story of Toller’s early life. Worth mentionirye poems, psychological reports,
and police reports. | shall deal with a limited ren of poems, because most of the
early poems are undated. James Jordan has andlysed poems, often rather
speculatively. With the exception of a few poemsick includes the, for these
purposes, crucial poem “Der Ringende” (see: chaP}ell therefore reject them as
sources. With respect to the psychological repartjtion is in place. Various
scholars have already noted that many of theserteepere written during a
radicalisation of political events; most of Tolerdoctors cherished nationalist
sympathies and blurred these with their diagno$&ber himself, who was on the
other end of the spectrum to their own ideas. Yt teports also reveal useful
information about the early life of Toller: oftehig is factual information, but at times
psychological insights are given as well. The polieports, largely written in the
aftermath of the January strike (1918), are vemfuls although one should always

remain conscious that they were written by statieiafs.

Research took place in a whole variety of archaed libraries in Germany, Poland,
Italy, the Netherlands and the United States. Beeahe archival sources are so
dispersed, however, | have been constrained to conisultation of a few (possible)

sources. | have not therefore consulted the arshdfghe universities of Grenoble,

22 Rothstein, Traum der Gemeinschaf33-34; Sokel, “Ernst Toller” in: Wolfgang Rothed),
Deutsche Literatur im 20. Jahrhundert. Strukturer GestaltenBd Il (Bern and Munich, 1967) 302;
Horst Denkler, “Ernst Toller. Die Wandlung” in: M@ad Brauneck (ed.)Das deutsche Drama vom
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Heidelberg and Munich, where Toller stayed betw&gh4 and 1919. Some of the
most important archival material from these uniitess has already been published

elsewhere. Direct access to the archive of Tolleirth-town, Samotschin, moreover,

was denied.

Expressionismus bis zur Gegenwart. Interpretatiofamberg 1970) 57.
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PART |

RESTLESS WANDERINGS
[1893-1914]

FRIEDRICH: Sie zunden driben Lichter an. Kerzen debe. Mysterien offenbaren sich.
Lichtmeer der Liebe... AusgestoRner taumle ich gorem Ufer zum andern. Denen driiben
Fremder, den andern fern. (...) Langer schleppaitdtit diese Zerissenheit mit mir umher. Was
sind mir die! DaR ihr Blut in mir strémt, was wilas bedeuten? Zu denen driiben gehore ich.
Einfacher Mensch, bereit zu beweisen. Fort mitr allersplitterung. Nicht mehr langer stolz
schitzen, die ich verachte. Aufrecht. MUTTER: (...pW/arst du den ganzen Tag? FRIE-
DRICH: Auf der Wanderschaft, Mutter. Auf der Warstghaft... Wie immer. (...) Wie Er,
Ahasver, dessen Schatten zwischen geketteten StkaiBeht, der sich in pestiger Kellerhéhlen
verbirgt und néchtens draussen auf frierenden Felderfaulte Kartoffeln sammelt... Ja, ich
suchte lhn, meinen gro3en Bruder, lhn, den ewignadsen... MUTTER: Du versundigst dich,
Friedrich. Bist du heimatlos? FRIEDRICH: Wo hable ienn eine Heimat, Mutter. Die driiben
haben eine Heimat, in der sie wurzeln. Die driilyeth sins mit sich und ihrem Boden... frei von
Zerrissenheit, die gleich eiternden Schwaren DenkehFihlen zerfrisst... Sie kénnen lachen
und frohen Herzens tat tun. Sie haben ihr Landleim sie wurzeln... dem sie sich darbringen

kénnen...

ERNSTTOLLER, Die Wandlung.

21
Schouten, Frederik Steven Louis (2008), Ernst Toller: An Intellectual Youth Biography, 1893-1918
European University Institute DOI: 10.2870/14249



22

Schouten, Frederik Steven Louis (2008), Ernst Toller: An Intellectual Youth Biography, 1893-1918
European University Institute DOI: 10.2870/14249



The World of the Young Toller
[1893-1918]

Wilhelmine Society and Cultural Revolt (1890-1914)

Any understanding of the social utopianism of tloeing Toller, culminating in the
period of the revolution and its aftermath of theu@cil Republic in Munich of April
1919, must take as its starting point the broadvamny pluralistic cultural environment
of Wilhelmine Germany (1890-1914). Motivated by @sy-social needs, Toller’s early
humanitarian socialism reflected much of the iet#tlhal language, form and sentiment
of its cultural environment at large.

The cultural life of Wilhelminian Germany must tirn be viewed against the
background of the rapid modernization of the coyntr other words the transformation
of the country from a predominantly feudal-agrarsatiety into a modern, capitalist-
industrial nation. This process took place betw&880 and 1914 and transformed
Germany in less than sixty years in a whole nunabesocial, political, economic and
cultural fields. Although economic development aedhnological inventions were
crucial in that process, it also involved an inseeaf demographic growth and social
mobility, a decline in the death rate and in analigtism, and processes of urbanization,
secularization, bureaucratisation and democratizatin his article “Probleme der
Modernisierung in Deutschland” (Problems of Modeation in Germany), Thomas
Nipperday sums up about fifty partial charactessstof the modernisation process in

Germany?® None of these developments occurred at the sanee géind they also moved

% Thomas Nipperday, “Probleme der Modernisierunéutschland” in: Ibid. (ed)Nachdenken tiber
die deutsche Geschichte. Essélyiinich, 1990) 52-70, esp. 52-53. On democratimaéind an increase
of political commitment, see also: Margaret Lavidiaderson,Practicing Democracy: Elections and
Political Culture in Imperial GermanyPrinceton, 2000); David Blackbourhlistory of Germany
1780-1918: The Long Nineteenth CentuB8econd Edition (Oxford, 2003); on urbanizatioee:sJ.
Reulecke Geschichte der Urbanisierung in Deutschlgikdankfurt a/Main, 1985), esp Chapter Ill, 68-
146, including the Tables on 201-222; on mobilihd anigration, see: Steve Hochstadipbility and
Modernity: Migration in Germany, 1820-198@Ann Arbor, 1999).
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into different directions, but they can all largély located within the period from 1850
to 1914. In all these developments, moreover, é\s taken by Prussia, the heartland
of the modern unified German nation, although matimer federal states were soon to
follow.

Typical for the process of modernization in Gerynavas that its speed was
much higher in the sixty years before World Wahdrt in countries like Great Britain
and France, while at the same time its enormoysoptions radically surpassed the size
of modernisation in those nations. Germany wasdirable to transform into a leading
European economic giant by 1871, for example, &a gf its unification, but after 1895
it also outranked Great Britain as a leading naitoa number of fields, including the
mining, engineering and shipping industries, andbécame the world's greatest
exporting nation of metal with a lead in the cheahand electro-technical indust/At
the same time, and a consequence of its rapid miaeé&on, there was hardly any other
European country where modern and traditional efésneere able to exist so strongly
in parallel to each other as in Wilhelmine Germaiifze country knew a highly
developed and modern educational system, for exarbpt it was also an extremely
conservative state where democracy was poor aitecplobower remained in the hands
of a tiny elite under the patronage of the unptatlie German Emperor William Il
(1859-1941) that was closely tied to the interedta landed aristocracy. A highly
developed social system, moreover, existed betidesuppression of the emancipation
of the worker. In this context Hans-Ulrich Wehlearitq adeptly ascribed to German
society from 1847 to 1914 a “Janus-face of modganid tradition™

This rapid speed and its parallel existence of enmnt and stagnation have
contributed to the intense oppositions and tensitwas characterised the German
Kaiserreich®® In this context Michael Stiirmer also spoke abbetKaiserreich in terms
of a “restlessReicli, while Joachim Radkau thereafter deciphered itthe age of

nervousness®’

4 Thomas NipperdayDeutsche Geschichte, 1866-1918230; Gerhard A. Ritter and Jiirgen Kocka
(eds), Deutsche Sozialgeschichte, 1870-1914: Dokumenten Skizzen(Munich 1982) 116; Hans-
Ulrich Wehler,Deutsche Gesellschaftsgeschichte 1849-1@44nich 1995) 38-105, 547-699 (on the
economical development in the 19th century) 613-618

% Wehler,Gesellschaftsgeschichte 1849-191250-1295.

% patrick DasserDe onttovering van de wereld. Max Weber van heblpsm van de Modermiteit in
Duitsland, 1890-1920Amsterdam, 1999).

2" Michael Stiirmer,Das ruhelose Reich. Deutschland 1866-19B&rlin, 1994) [1983]; Joachim
RadkauDas zeitalter der Nervositat: Deutschland zwiscB&marck und Hitle(Munich, 1998).
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In general the modernisation of Germany was refmooptimism and pride. To
a great extent this optimism was a consequencettg#rmedical knowledge and a rising
living standard, resulting in the growth of a camgsu market and better possibilities for
leisure, sports and a declining death rate. Theyntachnical and communications
innovations radically improved the lives of Germassch as the bicycle, car, film,
phone, photography, the zeppelin, the press, drettar postal system. At times these
technological and communications innovations causattight fascination among
Germans, most typically expressed by Wilhelm lieredhing faith in the future of the
country through its industry, technology and mifitastrengtt?® Unquestionably the
propertied bourgeoisieBésitzbirgertum profited most from the development of the
country into a capitalist nation, but there wa® atsason for optimism among a growing
working class, which experienced an increase iregigig social welfare and a reduction
of working week hours. Although the working clasaswstill denied equal citizenship,
the authoritarian German state nonetheless arrangkd 1880s a whole range of social
insurances for workers, which turned Germany imte of the most progressive nations
of Europe?®

However, modernization also joined hands with ne& uncertainties and a
whole set of speculations about an unknown futamel, which had to be accepted with
fatalism®® With the loss of uncontested submission to thaaity of positive religion,
and thus of conventional faith in God, these uanaties further accelerated, especially
in the big towns. Most affected by these unceligsnivas the (largely) Protestant and
urban educated bourgeoisiBillungsburgertury) the backbone of bourgeois society
since the late I8century. Although this group still made up theecof the German
bureaucracy circa 1900, it nonetheless fell preg tkecline in social status and prestige
in Wilhelmine Germany in favour of the above men&d Besitzbirgertumin the
nineteenth century thdBildungsburgertumhad played an important role in the
transformation from a feudal to a liberal bourgesxciety, but with the further
rationalisation, capitalization and democratisatbisociety it became subject to a more

reactionary mentality, increasingly seeking refugets ideals ofKultur (culture) and

%8 Dassen,Onttovering van de wereld108; see also: Stefan Zweifie Welt von Gestern
Erinnerungen eines Europae(srankfurt a/Main, 2003) [1944], describing prervgaciety as an age
of optimism and full of faith in progress.

% Gordon A. Craig,Germany 1866-194%Oxford, 1992) [1978] 150-153, 166-67-288; Nippeyd
Deutsche Geschichte, 1866-191,8304, 335-355.

% Frits Boterman and Piet de Ro@p de grens van twee culturen. Nederland en Duitsia het Fin
de SiécldAmsterdam, 1999) 94.
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Bildung (self-formation) These concepts, associated ihidealist and neo-humanist
legacy of Johann W. von Goethe (1749-1832), Feedschiller (1759-1805) and
Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835), had been the t@yhe ascent of the educated
bourgeois elites in feudal society and continueglay an important role for bourgeois
self-understanding in the capitalist world of Wilheée Germany, but under the
influence of the socio-economic modernisation psecehe power oBesitz(capital)
slowly gained greater importance and gradually tmaesd the central place 8ildung
andKultur. This was clearly shown by the loss of prestigghefhumanities through the
rise of technological studies and ‘practical’ ediaca At the secondary level the creation
of the Realschuleand the Realgymnaisumpaying more attention to the modern
languages and natural sciences, undermined thendopg of theGymnasium the
incarnation of the classical ideology Bfidung® In order to prevent the loss of both
Geist (spirit) and their social-cultural dominance tBi#dungsbirgertunreacted with
abhorrence and contempt to modern capitalist goatetticizing it for its “soulless”
materialism and artificial money-based “civilisatio(Zivilisation), which it contrasted
with the moral, spiritual and aesthetic valueaftur.*? In so doing, it redefined the
primacy ofBildungin terms of a nostalgic romanticism, which was metessarily anti-
modern, but hoped for the creation of a countdityeander the leadership of the
cultural elite instead®

First signs of a romantically inspired critiqueaawst Zivilization had already
been formulated during the middle of the nineteesthtury by isolated individuals like
Richard Wagner (1813-1883), Friedrich Nietzsche4{t8900) and Paul de Lagarde
(1827-1891). Dwelling on the romantic cult of theep the popular composer Richard
Wagner cultivated the religious value of art aseans to cultural rebirth and salvation
from modern civilisatiord? Nietzsche, impressed by Wagner in the beginning,

unquestionably formulated the most radical andqunodl cultural critique during this

31 Fritz K. Ringer,The Decline of the German Mandarins. The Germardé&eéc Community, 1890-1933
(New Hampshire, 1990) 31, 50. Nipperd®gutsche Geschichté, 692-796. Wolfgang J. Mommsen,
Birgerliche Kultur und Kinstlerische Avantgarde.ltuund Politik im deutschen Kaiserreich, 1870
bis 1918(Frankfurt a/Main, 1994)

% Thomas Mann, “Gedanken im Kriege, in: Iblssays,Band Il. Edited by H. Kurzke (Frankfurt
a/Main, 1976) 23; RingeDecline of the German ManderinBassenOnttovering van de wereld 31;
Michael Léwy, Erldsung und Utopie. Judischer Messianismus unceridyes Denken. Eine
Wahlverwandschaftiranslated by Dieter Kurz and Heidrun Topfer (Berl997) 41-42;Thomas
Mann,Betrachtungen eines Unpolitisch@frankfurt a/Main, 2001) [1918].

% 0On the romantidVeltanschauungs a counter-current of modernity, see: Michaehy.@nd Robert
Sayre,Révolte et mélancolie. Le romantisme a contre-catude la modernitéParis, 1992).

3 DassenQnttovering van de wereld 15-116.
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period, calling for a Umwertung aller Werte (revaluation of all values) to save
humanity from a society that kept it enchained ifg-iegating values of traditional
religion. Inspired by Nietzsche, then, the fornteediogian Paul de Lagarde called for
the spiritual unity of a divided German nation dadnulated the thought that unity of
the Germans could be realised through &®meinschaffcommunity) of theVolk
(people), which he praised as a safeguard agagtstial progress and as the carrier of a
religious rebirth — a kind of Teutonic-German Ctiaisity, of which he himself was the
prophet® Largely forgotten today, Lagarde was immenselyutmpand inspired —
together with Wagner and Nietzsche — many membdirsedigher and lower echelons
of the educated elite after 1880when the power oBildung was further undermined.
Influenced, amongst others, was the sociologistlifand Tonnies (1855-1936), who
further outworked the concept Giemeinschafin opposition toGesellschaf(society),
largely running parallel to the distinction Ktltur andZivilisation and thus to that of
“genuine” and artificial society/.

Wilhelmine Germany was incredibly rich in anti-¢éapst ideas, and there was a
host of autonomous reform movements all of whiaineéd absoluteness of ideas and
leadership. Each had its own recipe for cultura social renewal, which was neither
capitalist, nor Marxist, but rooted in a culturaldaa-political ‘third way’ — this led to a
variety of views, though always with the urge teksaesthetic or cultural answers to
what were essentially economic or political questioTheir ideal was that of the
Gemeinschaftorganised in th&und (league), which served as the exodus for a total
transformation of the political and socio-economgelity. TheBlinde microcosms of
the largerGemeinschaftwere anything but a democratic organisation ared on
fraternity and charismatic leadership, often relyon an intimate and personal bond of

the leader to his/her grodpReform ideas and its leagues were critical of muitie but

% Fritz Stern,The Politics of Cultural Despair. A Study in thes&bf Germanic Ideolog{Berkeley, Los
Angeles, London, 1984) [1961], 1-94.

% On cultural renewal since the 1890s, see alsop@iitay, Deutsche Geschichtd, 692-796.
Wolfgang J. MommsenBurgerliche Kultur und Kinstlerische Avantgarde. ltdo und Politik im
deutschen Kaiserreich, 1870 bis 19F8ankfurt a/Main, 1994)

37 Ferdinand TénniesCommunity and Civil Societyranslated by Jose Harris and Margeret Hollis.
(Cambridge, 2001)Gesellschaft und GemeinschafB87]; on the influence of Lagarde, see: Dassen,
Onttovering van de wereld 19.

% Matthew Jefferiesmperial Culture in Germany, 1871-19{Houndsmills, Basingbroke, Hampshire
and New York, 2003) 192; on a “third force” or ‘thiway”, see also: George L. Mos§&ermans and
Jews. The Right, the Left and the Search for arTRiorce” in pre-Nazi-GermanyNew York, 1970);
Janos Frecot, ‘Die Lebensreformbewegung’ in: Klawendung (ed.), Das wilhelminische
Bildungsbiirgertum. Zur Socialgeschichte seiner ndggbttingen, 1976) 149, 152; on the role of the
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not necessary anti-modern — some sought to mastandlogy, but most rejected it. The
“Gebildeterrevolt” (Ulrich Linse}®, then, was a mix of escape from and mastery of the
world, of conservative-regressive and progressweléncies, ‘though it always centred
around what Peter Gay has called a “hunger for evteds” and ‘unity of the relationship
between the world and the disoriented $8lth this context it is unsurprising that the
flight into an anti-capitalist world dfultur joined hands with a return to religion, often
in pseudo- and non-conventional forms, and a reaxn of a whole variety of
religious spiritualities.

Central to many reform movements was less natiefdth through a change of
the social or political order than through thattleé individual and his/her lifestyle. In
this context there was much attention for educadiath pedagogy. Reform pedagogues,
like Ludwig Gurtlitt (1855-1931) and Hermann Lidti868-1919), both deeply inspired
by Nietzsche, believed that school was more than gpot for the acquisition of
knowledge alone, and stressed the need for atteatarian education and respect for
the child, which had to develop itself in an allsndl way and in an open environment
with other children. Lietz, inspired by the idealsRousseau as well, was also close to
life reform (ebensreformnand believed that schools had to be creatediyay &rom the
big towns, where children could enjoy a “naturativieonment and healthy food. He
realised his ideals iaubinda a boarding school for secondary pupti$n addition
Gustav Wyneken (1875-1964), one of his (former)eaglhts, was more inclined to the
spiritual dimension of youth, and developed theceph of “youth culture”, which
centred on the ideal of an independent, self-conscyouth. In 1906 he founded with
Paul Geheeb (1870-1961) thH&eie SchulgemeindéFree School Community) at
Wickersdorf in Thuringia, where he cherished asiping of Menschheitsverjliingung
(‘rejuvenation of humanity’) through youth. Wynekenhomosexual who organised his

pedagogical ideals around the ‘erotic’ bond of tikecher with his pupils (in terms of

Bund see also: George L. MossEye Crisis of German Ideology: Intellectual Origio$ the Third
Reich(New York, 1998) [1964], Chapter 11, 204-217.

% Ulrich Linse, “Die Jugendkulturbewegung“ in: Vomiu (ed), Das Wilhelminische
Bildungsburgertum119-138, esp 119-123. On cultural renewal siheeli890s, see also: Nipperday,
Deutsche Geschichtg 692-796.

“0 peter GayWeimar Culture. The Outsider as Insid&ew York) 96-7; on progressive and regressive
tendencies, see also: Frecot, ‘Die Lebensreformgeng in: Vondung (ed)DPas Wilhelminische
Bildungsbiirgertum138-152; NipperdayDeutsche Geschichté 563-568, 733-741; see also: Jeffrey
Herf, Reactionary Modernism. Technology, Culture, anditiésl in Weimar and the Third Reich
(Cambridge, 1984), which shows the importance ofi@no technology in the anti-modern critique.

“1 On Gurlitt and Lietz, see: Sterling Fishmarhe Struggle for German Youth: The Search for
Educational Reform in Imperial Germarf{ilew York, 1976); on the central place of education
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charismatic leadership), was not uncontroversialydver, and he was forced to resign
in favour of Martin Luserke (1880-1968) in 1910.efé after he founded tHgund
der freie SchulgemeindefLeague of Free School Communities) and publisaed
magazine of the same nafffe.

In alignment with these attempts at human rejuv@ndhe artistic and literary
avant-garde formulated a cultural critique by ratljcdistancing itself from bourgeois
conceptions of art through the creation of purelstietic counter-worlds, although with
moral claims'® An important stimulus in that direction was given the Jugendstil,
which was organised in 1896 by Georg Hirth who fieoh the magazindugend:
Zeitschrift fir Kunst und LebefYouth: Magazine for Art and Lifé¥f: In addition groups
of painters around the magazirigie Briicke(1904) andDer Blaue Reite(1911) further
clung to the flight from bourgeois society and egsed sentiments of cultural renewal
in terms of visionary apocalyptic symbolism. Laigmouped under the banner of
Expressionism (1911), these painters hoped fomamankind and glorified the ideal of
the artist as a prophet of cultural renewal.

Similar tendencies toward alternative realiti@srfrmodern society were present
in literature. In symbolism writers like Rainer N&arRilke (1875-1926), Hugo von
Hoffmansthal (1874-1929) and Stefan George (18&8)L8ll showed a retreat from the
outer world into the spiritual reality of th&eist offering aesthetic and even pseudo-
aristocratic counter-realitiés. Most outspoken in this respect was unquestionably
George, who was the lively centre of an elitistleirwhich rejected every day ‘banal’
reality and fostered a deep contempt of the maSdefan Breuer has called the Georg-

circle, besides the ideas of Nietzsche, an exmmssi the most radical critique of

reform, see also: Moss€risis of German ldeologyChapter 8, 149-170.

42 0n Wyneken and “youth culture®, see: Gustav Wymekzer Kampf der Jugen@ena 1920) 100-
101; WynekenJugendkultur 95; on Wickersdorf, see: Thijs Maasdtddagogischer Eros. Gustav
Wyneken und die Freie Schulgemeinde Wickers(Reflin, 1995) 25-26. Peter D. Stachurghe
German Youth Movement, 1900-1945: an interpretadivé documentary Histor§l.ondon, 1981) 25-
27. On the central place of youth in Wilhelmine @any and its role as a symbol for cultural renewal,
see: Robert WohIThe Generation of 191@ ondon, 1980) 43, 45-6; Winfried Speitkanijugend in
der Neuzeit: Deutschland von 16 bis zum 20 Jahrbar{¢6ttingen, 1998) 130; John R.Gilligputh
and History. Tradition and Change in European AgaaRons, 1770-PreserNew York, London,
Toronto, Sydney, San Francisco, 1981) 141. ThonasbKer, Rolf-Peter Janz, and Frank Trommler
(eds.),,Mit uns zieht die neue Zeit". Der Mythos Juge(frankfurt a/Main, 1985)Mark Roseman,
(ed.), Generations in Conflict: youth revolt and generatidormation in Germany, 1770-1968
(Cambridge, 1995); Walter Riegg (edulturkritik und Jugendkul{Frankfurt a/Main, 1974).

3 Wolfgang J. MommserBiirgerliche Kultur und Kiinstlerische Avantgarde.lt§o und Politik im
deutschen Kaiserreich, 1870 bis 19E8ankfurt a/Main, 1994) 98.

* Ibid. 99.

4> MommsenBiirgerliche Kultur und Kiinstlerische Avantgard®s.
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modernity in Wilhelmine Germany, as it denouncedadt all dimensions of modernity:
capitalism, democracy, urbanization, #t@n alternative to modern society was found
in the myth of a “New Empire”, a religious reign s incorporated the values of the
circle itself. In this context George united thek#st pessimism with the most optimist
belief in rebirth’’

From a different perspective, though also coneéinty on the need for spiritual
rebirth Geistrevolution), the mystical socialist and publicBustav Landauer (1871-
1919) created a synthesis of rebirth with a morsitpe conception of humanity,
expressed by his concept of anarcho-socidifsirandauer, who was to exert deep
influence on Toller during the fall of 1917, deyetal a romantically inspired socialism
beyond classical (that is: materialist) Marxism jchhfusedvolkischromantic elements
with anarchist-mystic ones. Inspired by a hosthoflters (Nietzsche, Moritz von Egidy,
Proudhon, Master Eckhart), he infused the idea&lsicept ofGeist with (ancient)
Christian notions of brotherly love and developedNietzschean terms a ‘re-valuation’
of the Judeo-Christian conception that salvatioty dies in the tragic fate of the
individual itself, that is, lest the individual hdde will to seek that salvation. In the
modern state, thus Landauer, Geistthat united humanity had been buried, but atoms
of that Geistwere present in isolated individuals, especiallaitists and writers who
had went into retreat from the staldn order to give an impetus to the organisation of
the Geist of these isolated atoms Landauer founded in 18@8bzialistische Bund
(Socialist League), which served as a model fofuhee GemeinschaftBranches of the
Bundwere created in Germany and Switzerland, and madsbly in Munich under the
leadership of the self-styled bohemian anarchishBviiihsam (1878-1934§. From that

46 Stefan BreuerBiirokratie und Charisma. Zur politischen Soziololfax WebergDarmstadt, 1994)
153.

47 0On George, see esp.: Stefan Bredsthetischer Fundamentalismus. Stefan George unBelgsche
AntimodernismugDarmstadt, 1996); see also: Das$amitovering van de wereld 33-136.

8 On Landauer, see esp. Eugene LuPrgphet of Community. The Romantic Socialism oft&us
Landauer(Berkeley, Los Angeles, London, 1993), possibly liest account on Landauer still, though
other insightful works are also at hand.

9 These ideas were best developed in LandamigsRevolution(1907) andAufruf zum Sozialismus
(1911).

*%In 1909 Miihsam founded a local branch of Gustawdaaer'sSocialistische Bundhe so calledat-
Gruppe which fused Landauer's ideas with sexual andcaldindividualist principles, including
members like Oscar Maria Graf, Franz Jung (1888),96eonhard Frank (1882-1961) and Otto Grof3
(1877-1920). The latter was a charismatic psydstatind psycho-analyst who reworked Freudian
theory through a reevaluation of matriarchal theand oedipal revolt which divided society in
oppressive male and loving female forces. Grol3 s@orsformed himself into the group’s lively centre
and actively sought to bring free love principlesoi practice, combined with drug therapies which
indirectly caused the death of Frank’s fiancée,ifsmpLandauer, at odds with free love principled an
annoyed by the dominant influence of Grof3, launchdikrce attack in writing upon Grof3 in 1911,
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time onwards Landauer also worked on Aigruf zum Sozialismy€all to Socialism,
1911), the ‘bible’ of his anarcho-socialist idealsich called for a harmonious society
based on the free will of man to unite and on thacpful exchange of economical
goods. It was in this book that he also most prodiby articulated his critique of
classical Marxism.

Landauer’s socialism was not intended as a pallipbilosophy, but it had clear
political implications. Concentrating on an antgtisebetweerGeistand state, it aimed at
a counter-reality that would result in the demofitiof the state. Such political interest
was exceptional among the reform movements in Wilime Germany, but found
support with Heinrich Mann (1871-1950) who publghe 1910 his essay “Geist und
Tat” (Spirit and Deed) in the avant-garde magafae Like Landauer, though not
influenced by his ideas, he opposed the discrepbetween ‘intellectual’ isolation and
social reality and called for th®eistto actively penetrate into the field of sociallitga
German intellectuals, he claimed, had to take epetkample of the Frendhteraten
who had rebelled against the establishment frons&eau to Zola" Mann’s essay had a
great appeal for those members of the literarybskement around the Expressionist
magazineDie Aktion(1911), edited by Hiller (1885-1972) and Franznftet. After a
dispute with Pfemfert, Hiller withdrew from the nzagne and pushed Mann’s principles
further; together with the Expressionists Alfred Mepstein (1883-1945) and Rudolf
Kayser (1889-1964) he invented the term “Activisim”the fall of 19142 Activist
Expressionism became popular during the war infisa@nd leftwing circles of young
students.

Closely associated with all these a-political @sgudo-religious reform ideas
and movements, though with a somewhat less spirtharacter, were the many
movements of life reformLgbensreforry) which centred on a longing for purity and a
return to ‘natural’ life. There was a whole legion life style reform movements,
including dietary reformists, naturists, abstensits) vegetarians and clothing reformers.
We have already mentioned the ideas of Lietz, teriet was also Fidus (Karl Hoppner),

when the latter had already left for SwitzerlancheTTat-Gruppe continued to exist, but lost in
significance after that time. Arthur Mitzman,“Anaism, Expressionism and Psychoanalysis"New
German Critique 10 (Winter, 1977) 77-104; Muhsartdnpolitische Erinnerungen_unn, Prophet of
Community

*1 Heinrich Mann, “Geist und Tat” in: Kurt Hiller (eq Das Ziel. Aufrufe zum tatigem Geist. Dritte
Auflage(Munich & Berlin, 1916).

%2 Kurt Hiller, Leben gegen die Zeit. Erinnerungen. Band | [Log@&inbek bei Hamburg, 1969) 94-
95, 98-99; on Hiller's Activism, see alshewis D.Wurgaft, The activists: Kurt Hiller and the politics
of action on the German left 1914-19@*hiladelphia, 1977).
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a painter with theosophical andglkish conceptions, who dabbled in adoration for
nudism, sun bathing, muscle building and mascylimieals® Life reform was also
popular in the Free Student’'s Leagu&efstudentische Bundthe alternative of the
conservative duelling and beer drinking fratersifiine so calleBurschenschaftgnAn
example is the then very popular alcohol and tobdice Deutschen akademischen
Freischar (hereafter:Freischal) under the leadership of the charismatic medical
student Knud Ahlborn (1888-197%).

Disgusted with the insanity and criminality ofelifn the modern (big) towns,
moreover, there was an attempt at the creatiorutairlic and “healthy” settlements,
such as the vegetarian and alcohol- and prosfite¢gdbst-BauColony Eden, a large-
scale orchard and market garden enterprise setnup co-operative basis.Other
colonies sought to combine autarky with artistid @esthetic self-realisation, like the
colony of Worpswede, north of Bremen, where paitidee Heinrich Vogeler (1872-
1942) and Carl Emil Uphoff (1885-1971) united. Argowriters, then, such life
reformist initiatives led to the foundation of tNeue GemeinschafiNew Community)
around the brothers Heinrich (1855-1906) and Jitiag (1859-1930) which resulted in
1902 in the buying of a sanatorium in Schlachtensear Berlin, and transformed itself
into an artistic earthly paradise with some fiftydixty members, including Landauer,
Muhsam and the cultural Zionist Martin Buber (18&855). The New Community had
its own journal, staged lectures and organisedreims and other events on a variety of
themes, and was intended to transform the wholermoamty into a ‘living work of
art’.>® Sometimes, and especially after World War |, treging for purity in settlement
movements resulted in the wish for racial hygiesoethat the movement was not always
free of anti-Semitic tendencias.

A special place among all these life reformist eraents and leagues was taken

by the German Youth Movement. Although youth carddnt on a growing interest as a

*3 Mosse Crisis of German Ideolog\p8, 84-89, 173, 177. 189, 226.

** On the prominence and influence of faeischarand the person of Ahlborn among students, see:
Leo Baeck Institute (LBI), Berlin, MM 51: Philip lewenfeld Memoirs[typewritten manuscript] 100.
%5 On the life-reform movement, see: Jefferiesperial Culture in Germany, 1871-191804-5; Ulrich
Linse, Zurtick, o Mensch, zur Mutter Erde. Landkommundddntschland 1890-193@unich, 1983);
Frecot, “Lebensreform” inwWilhelminische Bildungsbirgertyrh49; MihsamAscona: eine Broschure
(Locarno, 1905); Michael Hadhe Cult of Health and Beauty in Germany: A Sotletory, 1890-
1930(Chicago and London, 2003).

*% Quoted from: Jefferiedmperial Culture in Germany, 1871-191804-5; Linse Zuriick, o Mensch,
zur Mutter Erde on the New Community, see also: Lurophet of Communifyl42-148; Erich
Miihsam,Unpolitische Erinnerunge(Berlin, 1961) [1949]; Stefan Grolimarah war begeistert. Eine
Lebensgeschicht@erlin, 1931).
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stage in life itself with the social-economical nséormation of the country, strict
parental control was experienced as suffocatinghabyouth felt the urge to organise
itself on its own principles and objectivds.This led to the foundation of the
Wandervoge(somewhat awkwarly translated as ‘migratory birds’November 1901
in the Berlin suburb of Steglitz. Since 1896 pupifsa localGymnasiunhad already
been taking part in informal hikes, organised ke Berlin University students Hermann
Hoffmann and Karl Fischer, but after Hoffmann l&ft the diplomatic service, the
charismatic Fischer founded th&andervogel and transformed its initial ideal of
country rambling from short daytrips to fortnigbinh expeditions that were undertaken
during school holidays’ This occurred not from revolutionary and hostitepilses
directed against adult society, but with the suppbthe adult world, which sponsored
and advised th&Vandervogelver the course of its existence, especially & ehrly
stages of the movemefitEncouraged by progressive teachers like the afmavetioned
Gurtlitt and Lietz, then, attracted by tidéandervogés alternative educational ethos, the
idea caught on quickly in schools throughout Gewmmaathough the movement
remained a predominantly urban, middle class anteBiant phenomenon. Since 1904,
when it came under the influence of reform andrdf®rm, it was subject to splits and
controversies over issues as alcohol consumptiomokexuality, nudism, and, above
all, the participation of girls and Jews — soWandervigetlecided to exclude women
and Jews, like thdung-Wandervogefounded in 1910, but others were more tolerant,
including Fischer'Alt-Wandervogelln 1912 Hans Bluher (1885-1955), who wanted to
strengthen the erotic dimensions of the movemenblighed hisGeschichte der
Wandervogel(History of the Migratory Birds, 1912), which gtlsapopularised the
movement. Hence it also caught the attention of &gn, who sought to redefine its
ideals in terms of “youth culture” and now steadifgreased his influence on the
movemenf! In 1913 an attempt was undertaken to establisimarella organisation,

the Wandervogel e.V. Bund fiur deutsches Jugendwan@emetimes known as the

" On racialvolkishsettlement movements, see especially: Lidseiick, o Mensch, zur Mutter Erde.
%8 StachuraYouth Movementl5; SpeitkampJugend in der Neuzeit18-161.

%9 On the Wandervogel, see: Stachufauth Movementl3-23; Walter Z. Laqueukoung Germany. A
History of the German Youth Moveméhonden,1962); Jefferiesmperial Culture in Germany, 1871-
1918 199-202; Sigrid Bias-Engel&wischen Wandervogel und Wissenschaft. Zur Gegehiotn
Jugendbewegung und Studentenschaft 1896-108@dne, 1988); Gudrun Fiedlelugend im Krieg.
Birgerliche Jugendbewegung, Erster Weltkrieg undigder Wandel, 1914-1928Cologne, 1989);
Gay, Weimar Culture 77-78; Gilles,Youth and History149-155. MosseCrisis of German Ideology
Chapter 9, 171-189.

% StachuraYouth Movement.5-16.
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‘United Wandervogel’), but the unity was only paktiand short-lived. Thé/andervogel
grew from around 100 in 1901 to some 25,000 memimedd14, adult leaders and
supporters not includéed.

On 11-12 October 1913, a rally took place on tlwéiMeil3ner, near Kassel
(Hessen). Organized as an alternative meetingeofL@' anniversary of the Battle of
Leipzig that was celebrated in that weekend inpttesence of some 43,000 patriotic
Gymnasiunpupils, the meeting united fourteen differ&dandervogebnd educational
reform and life reform organisations, representmgwide coalition of pacifist,
environmentalist, vegetarian and abstinent studemts the Free Student’s Association,
including the Freischarmember Christian Schneehagen (1918tf) and its
abovementioned president Ahlborn, who was also -foander of the Hamburger
Wandervogef® Officially entitled the first “Free German Youtho6ference”, the
meeting attracted only 2,500 participants, but sygnbolic meaning was of great
importancé’ Eugen Diederichs (1867-1930), one of the co-osgasiof the meeting
and the editor of a pivotal publishing house of-maoantic and pseudo-religious works
(including Paul de Lagarde’®eutsche Schriftdn held the inaugural meetifiy.He

®!bid. 24

62 Jefferies/mperial Culture in Germany, 1871-191800-201, who also notes that the growth, though
substantial, remained very small in comparance witlthole variety of rival youth groups which were
established under adult leadership at the times& lgeoups included religious (Christian and Jewssig)
Socialist youth associations, Baden Powell's Boyoue (1911) and the quasi-military
Jungdeutschlandbun@911), founded on the initiative of the impewaithorities and led by serving army
officers. In 1914 these groups counted some twdiomiimembers and thus “vastly outnumbered the
membership of the ‘fre@Vandervogesocieties”.

% The participatingBiinde at the meeting wereJungwandervogelOsterreichischer Wandervogel
Deutsche Akademische FreischaBund abstinenter StudenteVortruppbungd Bund Deutscher
Wanderey Germania: Bund abstinenter Schijléreie Schulgemeinschaft Wickersddtind fir freie
SchulgemeinderLandschulheim am Sollind\kademische Vereinigung Marburg und JeBarakreis-
Jeng andBurschenschaft Vandalisom Jena

® The name “Free German Youth” was taken from FishiReden an die deutsche Nation* from
1806/7.

% On Diederichs and his relationship to the youthvement and the meeting, see also: Gangolf
Hubinger, “Eugen Diederichs und eine neue Geistieskin: Wolfgang Mommsen (ed.Xultur und
Krieg. Die Rolle der Intellektuelen, Kiinstler undh8ftsteller im Ersten WeltkriegMunich, 1996)
259: R. Hinten Thomasd\lietzsche in German Politics and Society, 1890-1@ord, 1982) 105.
Besides Lagarde’s seminal work, Diederichs wasptitelisher of Ferdinand Avenariukunstwartand

of many books with a religious or semi-religiouseatation from Germany and beyond, including the
works of Sgren Kierkegaard, Tolstoy, Maurice Mdgtek and Julius LangbehnRembrandt als Erzieher
(Rembrandt as Educator), a poputétkish publication, as well as the mystical workshdéister Eckhart
(Master Eckhart, edited by Gustav Landauer) andiMBuber’s Chassidic stories (Baal Schem and Rabbi
Nachman), soon to become very popular among aieliged (Jewish) youth in seach for community and
new forms of (Jewish) religiosity. On the centmapiortance of Diederichs much has been written, see
(besides the above mentioned publication of Gangiibinger): Gangolf Hibinger, in: Ibid. and
Wolfgang Mommsen (eds.)ntellektuelle im deutschen Kaiserrei@frankfurt a/Main, 1993); Gangolf
Hubinger (ed.),Versammlungsort moderner Geister: der Eugen DiethasriVerlag — Aufbruch ins
Jahrhundert der Extrem@unich, 1996); Irmgard HeidlebBer Verleger Eugen Diederichs und seine
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placed his faith in youth as a force for the fufumet it was Wyneken who was able to
attract most attention during these days, defenttieginiversal claims of youth against
too much chauvinism and seeking to make himseltenad the Youth Movement. A
final resolution was drafted by the 57-year-old dtesind Avenarius (1856-1923),
convinced of the redeeming power of youth and Hotmder of theDurerbund
(1902) and editor ober Kunstwart a pivotal magazine in the anti-materialist reform
and life reform critique and in that sense Germamybst important cultural magazine
at the timé® The text (the “MeiRner formula”) became a famoistuth after the
meeting and could count on broad support from tieegmt people, but also from many
leading cultural figures in German society at largecluding the writer Gerhart
Hauptmann and the George-adapt Ludwig Klages (18B5): ‘The Free German youth
is determined to fashion its life on its own inik/@, on its own responsibility, and in
inner sincerity®’ Toller later admitted the impact of these wordshim mind, even
quoting them in one of his publications from 198@xpress the right of the youth to act
on its own®®

The Meil3ner-formula of 1913 gave the impressioat ithe German youth
movement had shifted towards a synthesis withdkals of the 38-year-old Wyneken
into one single ‘Youth Culture Movement’, but thisas not the case. Largely
uninterested in institutional matters, M&andervogetlid not follow Wyneken's call for
a ‘conquest of the school and stuck to its adtiiking and roaming in the end.
Wyneken found more interest for his ideas amonguarmembers of the alternative
Free Student’s League, most notably in Berlin amehka, where pupils published a

school news paper which propagated the ideal afittya@ulture”, entitledDer Anfang

Welt (1896-1930fjWiesbaden, 1998); Erich Viehofdder Verleger als Organisator. Eugen Diederichs
und die burgerlichen Reformbewegungen der Jahrhiwedade (Frankfurt a/Main, 1998) Justus H.
Ullbricht and Meike G. Werner (eds.Romantik, Revolution und Reform. Der Eugen Diethsric
Verlag im Epochen-Kontext 1900-194@6ttingen, 1999); MommsenBirgerliche Kultur und
Kinstlerische Avantgardd 62-167.

% The magazine boasted 20,000 members in 1903/8Gsekard Kratzsch{unstwart und Direrbund,
Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der Gebildeten im Zudtaldes ImperialismugGottingen, 1969);
Ibid.,"Der Kunstwart” und die burgerlich-soziale ®egung’ in: Ekkehard Mai, Stephen Waetzoldt and
Gerd Wolandt (eds.)ldeengeschichte und Kunstwissenschaft. Philosophit bildende Kunst im
Kaiserreich (Berlin, 1983) 371-396; Frecot, ‘Die Lebensrefoamegung’ in: Vondung (ed.Das
wilhelminische Bildungsbiirgertyrm48.

%" Quoted from: Winfried Mogge, and Jiirgen Reule¢keher MeiRner 1913. Der Erste Freideutsche
Jugendtag in Dokumenten, Deutungen und Bild€aologne, 1988); on the Free German Youth, see:
Jefferies,Imperial Culture in Germany, 1871-191854; Dietmar Schenkie Freideutsche Jugend
1913-1919/20. Eine Jugendbewegung in Krieg, Reloolutnd Krise(Munster, 1991)Knud Ahlborn,
Kurze Chronik der Freideutschen Jugendbewegung 1843953(Bad Godesberg, 1953); see also:
Wohl, Generation 43.

® Ernst Toller,Quer durch: Reisebilder und Redgteidelberg, 1978) [1930] 260.
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(The Beginning). Still support was limited and th@vspaper never counted more than
800 subscriber® In Vienna support was further complicated by lese affiliation with
Jewish self-consciousness, expressed by the fpyeho-analyst Siegfried Bernfeld
(1892-1952) and Kathe Pick (1895-194%2)n Berlin support for school reform was
limited to the Philosophy student and future loberapiricist Hans Reichenbach (1891-
1953) and the future Neo-Marxist scholar Walter jBerin (1892-1940). Other students
of the Free German Youth Movement instantly regethe ideas of Wyneken or came to
reject them soon after initial flirtation. Knud Addrn, for example, initially open to
Wyneken, expelled him from hisreischarin May 1914, when the Bavarian parliament
had prohibited his movement for Wyneken’s ‘immoidegas’* Walter Benjamin soon
also lost his faith in Wyneken when the latter geqb his pacifist ideals in support of
war in 19142 It was not until the coming of World War |, and father reasons than
school reform, that the ideal of “youth culture”ameans to anti-materialist and cultural
critique would gain strength among alternative Garrstudents, including the subject of

this study.

World War | and Generational Conflict (1914-1918)

Perhaps it is an understatement to write that Wal | had a profound influence upon
the people of Wilhelmine Germany. Wolfgang J. Moram&as understood the war in
this context as anUrkatastrophé (‘primeval catastrophe’), which seems appropriate
indeed”® War created feelings of anxiety, of uncertaingading to a great sense of
excitement, but there was hardly enthusiasm for wasense of “shared fate” (Jeffrey
Verhey) convinced most people to support war when“primeval catastrophe” was a
fact,* though generally in the firm belief that the cayrfought a defensive war against

hostile aggressioft. Sentiments of duty also strengthened the cultefi in its

% Ulrich Linse, “Jugendkulturbewegung” in: Vonduned], Das wilhelminische Bildungsbiirgertym
128-9; Maasertros 27-28

O Linse, “Jugendkulturbewegung” in: Vondung (e@js wilhelminische Bildungsbiirgertyt28-9.

> StachuraYouth Movemen83-34.

2 Momme Brodersenalter Benjamin. A Biograph§ondon, New York, 1996).

3 Wolfgang J. Mommsemie Urkatastrophe Deutschlands: der Erste Weltkrie@14-191§Stuttgart,
2004)

" Jeffrey VerheyThe Spirit of 1914: Militarism, Myth and Mobilizati in GermanyCambridge; New
York, 2000) Chapter 1.

S Ringer,Decline of the German Mandarinek32.
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conviction of the need to come to the aid of thiégona The watershed of publications
that followed this “spiritual mobilization” showead variety of ideas, but common to all
was the need to justify war in moral terfisin so doing, theBildungsbiirgertum
generally presented World War | as a ‘war of cé@surather than of nations: at stake
was the essence of the nation — war, in other wavds a proud defence of German
Kultur against westergivilisation.””

The German cultural elite experienced World War apocalyptical term& It
suddenly seemed to lift its pre-war isolation amdffer the role of a cultural leadership
to the nation. War also envisioned the end of aégitbourgeois society and the
beginning of a new dawn, although it was uncleaatwhe new world would look like.
This apocalyptic sentiment is clearly reflectedthe words of Thomas Mann (1875-
1955), author of the novdBuddenbrookg1901) and one of Germany’s then most
respected writers, summarising the ‘spirit of (AsyuL914’ in terms of “purification,
liberation, (...) and an enormous hogé”.

With the exception of some isolated pacifist vejcenost publications and
speeches came to the defence of war in 1914. Borgedut also people like Wyneken,
warned of the threat of “hostile enemies” and sedsthe need to do one’s bit. There
was an explosion of poetic creativity, moreovemtgh which many professional artists
and young (bourgeois) soldiers sought to expressemotions and expectations of war.
Julius Bab (1880-1955), a leading literary crigstimated that in August 1914 50.000
poems were written a day {} These poems often gave expression to the notioraof
as a redeeming event. Glorifying war in allegoriteims, and dwelling on a long
tradition of war heroism, they stimulated the afitsacrifice. Exemplary are the war
poems of Richard Dehmel (1863-1920), collectedViolksstimme, Gottesstimme

(People’s Voice, God’s Voice, 1914), which were elydread and deeply admired by

® MommsenBiirgerliche Kultur und Kiinstlerische Avantgardd 7-153, esp.117-118; on the spiritual
mobilization, see also: Kurt Flasdbie Geistige Mobilmachung. Die deutschen Intellek&n und der
Erste WeltkriedBerlin, 2003).

" On this, see esp.: Mommsen (e&ultur und Krieg Flasch,Geistige MobilmachungChapter 1;
Ringer,Decline of the German Mandarinek32.

8 Klaus Vondung, ‘Deutsche Apokalypse 1914’ bas Wilhelminische Bildungsbiirgertum. Zur Soci-
algeschichte seiner IdeefGottingen, 1976) 153-172; Ibid., ‘Geschichte Weltgericht: Genesis und
Degradation einer Symbolik' in: Ibid. (edRriegserlebnis. Der Erste Weltkrieg in der literschen
Gestaltung und symbolischen Deutung der Natiof@&ittingen, 1980) 62-85; IbidDie Apokalypse in
Deutschland(Munich, 1988); on war as redemption, and notlgdle Germany, see also: Roland N.
StrombergRedemption by War: the Intellectuals and 19l@wrence, 1982).

" Mann, “Gedanken im Kriege, in: Ibid, Essays, B, 2
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youth during the wat* Although the vast majority of soldiers at the frorere workers
and peasant farmers, largely at odds with ‘bousjedeals ofGemeinschafand heroic
sacrifice, these poems struck a sensitive chotdemnminds of young bourgeois soldiers
with literary interests and often played a pivatdé in their conviction to strengthen its
effort at the front and to respond to its dutytfoe country.

In guantitative terms the “spiritual mobilizatiomeakened after the first war
months®? and when the war stabilized, but most publicatismsk to the notion of war
as a revitalising event for the nation at leastaup916. It was also in this period that the
so called “ideas of 1914” gained specific impor&ata revive the ‘spirit of 1914’, which
now had waned. The term “ideas of 1914” derivednfi® speech that was held by the
national economist Johann Plenge (1874-1963) iadiwemn of 1914, which envisioned
the ideal of a new harmonious people’s communigl{sgemeinschafthrough the
creation of what he called national ‘war socialis8hortly after, he further strengthened
this notion by placing the “ideas of 1914” in direpposition to the revolutionary “ideas
of 1789”, which gave the ideal of @emeinschaftn specific anti-western character.
When pre-war fragmentations returned after thé W months, these “ideas of 1914”
could count on great support in Germany among thterral elite®® Seeking to revive
the spirit of 1914, the sociologist Werner Somid&63-1941) pushed these ideals
further and presented war in terms of a strugglevéen Handler und Helden
(Merchants and Heroes, 19F%)His book directed its arrows mainly at Great-Bnita
the prime example of a highly industrialised natiowl the incarnation dfivilisation®®
Bourgeois youth at the front, educated in the caltideals of theBildungsburgertum
was not insensitive to such ideas, although thétyeaf war often made them less
susceptible to extreme ideas and defamations @frtemy.

8 Julius Bab, “Die Kriegslyrik von heute in:Literarisches Echo. Halbmonatschrift fiir
Literaturfreundel7, No.1 (1 October 1914) Spalte 5, printed inomfhs Anz and Joseph Vogl (eds.),
Die Dichter und der Krieg. Deutsche Kriegslyrik,1#91918(Munich, 1982).

81 patrick BridgewaterThe German Poets of the First World Wgondon, Sydney, 1985) 143:; on
Dehmel's war enthusiasm, see: Mommdgimgerliche Kultur und Kiinstlerische Avantgard8.

8 Giinter Hantzschel, “Literatur und Krieg: Aspekter dDiskussion aus der Zeitschrift ‘Das
Literarische Echo™ and Helmut Borsch-Supan, “DiedRtion der Zeitschriften ‘Kunst und Kunstler’
und ‘Die Kunst’ auf den Ersten Weltkrieg” in: Momars (ed.) Kultur und Krieg 209-219 resp. 195-
207.

8 MommsenBiirgerliche Kultur und Kiinstlerische Avantgard®3-124; on Plenge, see also: Ringer,
Decline of the German Mandarines31-182.

8 Mommsen,Biirgerliche Kultur und Kiinstlerische Avantgard&26-127; RingerDecline of the
German Mandarinesl83-185.

% Ringer,Decline of the German Mandarineks5.
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Since February 1916, then, when discontent wighviiar was strengthened by
massive slaughter and growing fragmentations artteggerman population, bourgeois
youth shifted away from the “ideas of 1914”. Disdioned with the war experience and
the gradual polarisation among the population, réwg conscious of the need to
overcome a world it held responsible for the massat war. War, Carl Zuckmayer
records, was not “fate”, but the failure of a waaklsuch — it was time for a re-valuation
of all existing values. It was the beginning ofemgrational conflict by a youth that now
claimed its rights.

Against this background World War | opened upwa payground for the ideal
of “youth culture”. Not for its critique of schoobut for social-utopian idealism
bourgeois youth was now attracted to Wyneken’'sliddaping for an all-integrating
ideology of “socialism”, it filled up “Wyneken’s epty Geistscroll” with a new sacred
mission of youttf®

First initiatives to such a “youth socialism” wepffered by Ernst Joél (1893-
1929)%" a Berliner medicine student and the editor ofhegblétter fir die deutsche
Jugend(Leaflets for the German Youth, 1915-1919) and,renonportantly, Der
Aufbruch(The Awakening, 1915), a short-lived but very impat anti-war monthly
periodical which appeared three times from Julysaptember 1915, where after it
was banned as subversive for its antiwar charadtee Aufbruch published by
Diederich$®® contained articles by Ernst Joél, Gustav Landakiart Hiller, Rudolf
Leonhard, Bernhard Reichenbach (the brother of &aheve mentioned Hans
Reichenbach) and others, expressing socially comsd¢endencies, often even outright
socialist and anarchist stances. Closely alignedatadauer’s social utopian idealism
and Hiller's activist conception of Expressionidime magazine became the voice of an
academic youth that sought for a more socially coons and utopian conception of
Wyneken'’s “youth culture”. Disillusioned with WyneR’'s war enthusiasm, Joél — like
Benjamin — already broke from the educational mefar by the end of 1914,
whereafter he turned to Anglo-Saxon settlementisdehich he sought to fuse with the

ideal of a youth-inspireeistrevolution. The result was the foundation of tbecalled

% Linse, “Jugendkulturbewegung” in: Vondung (efs wilhelminische Bildungsbiirgertuid32-137,
here 130.

8 |bid. 131; on the term “youth socialism”, see: @usWynekenDer Kampf fiir die Jugenena
1919), 143.

% Heidler,Diederichs und seine Welt06
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Settlement HomeSjedlungsheiinin the working class quarter Berlin-Charlottergotir
Founded shortly before the birth of Wsifbruch the Home became a central meeting
point for socially conscious students within th@ad&mic youth movement, including
Benjamin and Gerschom Scholem (1897-1982fter his magazine was banned, Joél
was expelled from Berlin University. His expulsibacame a rallying point for those
who protested against wartime censorship and aigretivas drawn up, signed by
some of the leading cultural figures of the dagJuding Benjamin, Landauer, Buber,
Heinrich and Thomas Mann, Kurt Eisner, Alfred KétB867-1948), Fritz Mauthner
and Frank Wedekind.

Parallel to Joél's social reform movement Wyneke&s also working on the
idea of a ‘youth socialism’, which he claims to badone without knowledge of Joél’s
attempt. What he offered youth wasvarwirklichungssozialismug term of Gustav
Landauer — roughly translated as: ‘Socialism of Mleed’) in terms of “inner renewal,
rejuvenation and spiritualisation of socialism”,igfthhe — in line with cultural socialists
like Landauer — sharply distinguished from whataked the “mechanical Socialism* of
the (Marxist) SPD. In so doing, Ulrich Linse writdst he not only proposed the ideal of
“youth socialism” as an alternative to proletarsatialism, but also the ideal of youth
that would resume leadership of the working class aneans to safeguard itself from
‘cultural decline®* Thus he envisioned the ideal of an intellectuatiézship — that is: a
Geistaristocracy — under the sole responsibility of joltirected essentially to the Free
German Student Movement, Wyneken was able to gappast for this “youth
socialism” in student groups in Berlin around tietwral Zionist Hans Koch and future
Communist Alfred Kurella (1895-1975), displayinggeowing interest in the working
class. In 1916 and 1917 both Kurella and Kohn aftiworked for a rehabilitation of
Wyneken®?

By the fall of 1917, however, it became clear thath Kohn and Kurella wanted
more than the affirmation of Wyneken in the acadegyouth movement. Growing
discontent with the war pushed Kohn and Kurellahex-soldiers, towards pacifist.

Now they actively sought contact with opponentshaf war.This led to a meeting in

% Linse, “Jugendkulturbewegung” in: Vondung (ebis wilhelminische Bildungsbiirgertur31.

% Benjamin and Scholem first met each other in 30dbme, which was the beginning of a good and
life-long friendship, though both soon rejectedl3oiéleas on practical student involvement in sbcia
reform, see: Gershom ScholeWalter Benjamin: Story of a Friendshfplew York, 1981) 15-16.

*I Linse, “Jugendkulturbewegung” in: Vondung (ebis wilhelminische Bildungsbiirgertyr1.

% |pid. 131-132.

* Ibid. 132.
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Berlin-Westend with representatives of the prolatayouth movement in August 1917,
where for the first time members of the academiattyonovement came into contact
with a proletarian (revolutionary) youth. Many bietpresent students and proletarians
experienced the moment as a conversion. Findingraomground in war experiences
and opposition to the war, it laid the basis foreav cooperation between bourgeois and
proletarian yout{?

On a different plane, though closely associatet thi¢ social utopian sections of
the academic youth movement, similar tendenciesardvpolitical commitment and
radical pacifist idealism was stimulated by Activisxpressionism. Crucial was the
publication of Kurt Hiller'sDas Ziel. Aufrufe zum tétiger Geish January 1916, a
collection of articles which included texts from irlgch Mann, Ludwig Rubiner and
Alfred Wolfenstein. The publication, prohibited the state and thereatfter illegally sold,
was the first of a series of year books that aggakeander the titi®as Ziel(of which a
second and third volume appeared in April 1918eaetyely in 19205 It opened with a
reprint of Mann’s “Geist und Tat” (1910), callingrfthe artist’s junction with social
reality, followed by a powerful essay of Hiller,tided “Philosophie des Ziels”, in which
he formulated the idea that all ‘true’ thought vessentially political. In so doing, he
called for aGeistaristocracy to show leadership and actively comitsélf to what he
called a “politics of responsibility” \(erantwortungspolitik Though Hiller did not
address himself to youth alone, but to the ‘artisis ideas exerted strong influence on
many social reformist students with literary affilons and intellectuals, including
Walter Hasenclever, author of the Expressionisy plar Sohn(The Son, 1913), who
developed Hiller's notions in 1917 in the concepthe “political poet’®® In August
1917, Hiller organised a meeting in Berlin, wheagiousZiel-adherents decided to form
aBund zum Zie{League to Action) which opposed the war and ddibe replacement
of the Imperial monarchy by a “republic of peagegtlom, social justice, arigeist” It
had little practical impact, but it was symbolictbé growing political commitment of
intellectuals — with some amendments Lisgtsatze(Principles) were re-accepted after
the revolution in November 1918, whBaond zum Zielvas renamed intdktivistenbund

(Activists’ League)’

% Ibid. 132-133

% Hiller, Leben gegen die Zeit.102-3.

% Walter Hasenclaver, ‘Der politische Dichter’ ibid., Der Politische Dichte(Berlin, 1919) 23.
" Hiller, Leben gegen die Zeit 118-120.
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Activist Expressionism and the social reformisa@damic youth movement were
at the foreground of revolutionary groups that dpealled for an end to war and the
destruction of the authoritarian German state. r@ptfor political and social
commitment, they shifted away from the former soaral political isolation of the vast
majority of theBildungsburgertumalthough it often stuck to its anti-materialisbrid
view and communal idealism. Largely dependent uffan state for its status, the
academic elite, both extremists and moderatesesgpd contempt for this development.
Although many members of the German cultural editpressed political ideas during
the war, though not always under the banner ofitipsl, they scorned youth for its
naivity and radicalism, which further estrangedthoiiom the elder generation and its
values. Some, like Kurella, decided to reject bearg culture as a whole, shifting to
CommunisnT® But most wished to re-mould the anti-materidligltanschauungf the
Bildungsbirgertunon humanitarian, if not, leftwing terms. It oftégad to affilation
with the proletariat, although the vision was théthe VVolksgemeinschafather than of
class society. In this context youth aimed at #staration of the primacy &fultur over
politics, of Geist over Macht — it was the claim of the fathers themselves, row

formulated by the sons.

% bid. 133.
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Toller's Family Background and Early
Life up to World War |
[1893-1914]

Toller's Family Background and Parental Home

Ernst Hugo Toller was born on 1 December 1893 im@&schin §zamocij a small
provincial town of some two thousand inhabitant8hi East-Prussian province of Posen
(today:Gorzow Wielkopolsk&oland)’® The town was conquered by the king Frederick
the Great (1749-1786) in 1772, following which digoof germanification during the
ninetheenth century, and especially in its lattelf, hfurther tied it to the German
speaking motherland. By 1900 Samotschin had be@mwery “German” town, even
though (Catholic) Poles continued to live on thaitseside of town and in its
surrounding countrysid€? Modernization had affected Samotschin by 1900utjincthe
introduction of electricity and modern communicatimetworks (like railway, telephone
and press)®* but there was hardly any industry and a largetalreconomy (with
product like corn and wood) and traditional norms aalues continued to define the
character of the town. In economical respect, tamotschin belonged to Germany’s
most backward regions.

Toller was the third and youngest child of Max (idel) Toller (1856-1911) and
his wife, Ida (Charlotte Chaia) Toller-Cohn (18383B). His parents were middle class

% Archiwum Pastwowe w Poznaniu Oddziat w Pile (APPOP), 574 @drBtanu Cywilnego w
Szamocinie — migie, 1875-1900), 11 47/62 (1893) No.233 (birth darate Ernst Toller); Kdniglichen
Statistischen Bureau (ed@emeindelexikon fir die Provinz Posen. Auf Grund Materialien der
Volkszahlung vom 1. December 1905 und anderer @mtliQuellen(Berlin, 1908) 66-67.

19 Erpst Toller,Eine Jugend in Deutschlanéh: Ibid., GW, IV (hereafter: TollerGW, IV) 12; Max
Broesike, Die Provinz Posen unter Berlcksichtigung der emzel Stadte, Landgemeinden und
Gutsbezirkg1908), which shows that in 1908 50-75% of thert®ainhabitants on the south-flank of
the town spoke Polish; on germanification, see:lisvil Hagen,Germans, Poles and Jews: The
Nationality Conflict in the Prussian East, 1772-#9Chicago and London, 1980).

191 Rothe, Toller, 22; Friedrich EbertSamotschin als Handels- und Fabriksté8amotschin, 1908).
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corn traders who also ran a tavern (with sleepithgcations) and store of general
merchandize in the centre of Samotschin. They@gwed and tended a piece of arable
land, where they grew corn, although the majoritc@n was possibly bought from
peasants in the vicinity, and stored in a barn teexhe house. In their shop, which was
located on the ground-floor of their house, theld storn and other products like
chocolate, raisins, lemonade, bonbons, and sttfidsis possible, moreover, that they
branded their own corn-based liquor, as was gutancon in Posen at the time. In
religious terms the family belonged to a small duuite influential group of Jews, which
was of great importance to the local trade. Overcthurse of the nineteenth century their
number had drastically declined. Since their folllah emancipation in 1847, and the
unification of Germany in 1871, many Jews had eetih the economically more
attractive parts of western Germany, and espedsaiin, but many poor Jews also fled
to the United States. In 1871 the Jews were 9ilB% of the total population, but in
1905 they had declined to 8% — corresponding teesedr25 families®®

On the paternal side, Toller's ancestors came filarohel Tucholg in the
province of West-Prussia (Prussia). Archives rettealname of a certain Pinkus Toller,
who was Toller's great-great-grandfath®tIn his autobiography Toller records that this
man possessed a piece of land in West-Prussichahti¢ was of Sefardic descent, but
the latter seems somewhat unlikely, as there iswigence of Sefardic Jews in the area
of Tuchel!® He was possibly a horse trader, as we know thahme grandchildren
dedicated themselves to that profession. One of shiss, Samuel Pinkus Toller
(ca.1781/2-1853/62), is registered in Tuchel in2.84hen he was emancipated as a

Prussian state citizen, so he was a wealthy'¥eall his sons were horse tradefé put

192 On the merchandize and the piece of land, sedefT@W, IV, 12, 15; on the full names of the
parents, see: APPOP 574, Il 47/39 (1885) No.27 rfage certificate Max Toller and Ida Cohn,
17.7.1885)

193 kdniglichen Statistischen Bureau (edje Gemeinden und Gutsbezirke der Provinz Poserihrad
Bevolkerung. Nach den Urmaterialien der allgemeinvatkszéahlung vom 1. December 1§Berlin,
1874) 152-153¢Gemeindelexikon [1905]L908) 66-67.

194 General-Verzeichni samtlicher in dem Departemenmtkdniglichen Regierung von WestpreuRen
vorhandenen Juden welchen das Staatsbirger-Retheilerworden (Marienwerder, printed in the
Royal Westprussian Court Press) [1812]; ArchiwunfisBaowe w Bydgoszczy (APB) 1674 (Akta
Miasta Tucholi, 1721-1939)/608 (Die judischen PaesoStandslisten, 1812-186)ste von denen in
der Stadt Tuchel in der jiudischen Gemeine vorgafelh Heurathenand Journal der jldischen
Personenstandliste 1813

195 Toller, GW, IV, 12; Carsten Schapkow, “Judentum als zentr&lestungsmuster in Leben und
Werk Ernst Tollers* inExil. Forschung, Erkenntnisse, Ergebniséelg. 16 (1996) No. 2, 25.

19 General-Verzeichniff1812]; on Samuel Toller, see: APB 1802 (atzStanu Cywilnego, Tuchola
Miasto, 1874-1903), No. 55 (1881); APB 1674/10%&elenliste der Stadt Tuchel pro 1843°B
1674/608,Heurathen Personenstandliste 1818nd Geburten APB 1674/1099 (Personen-Standeliste
der Stadt Tuchel, 1888-1889); APB 1674/620 (Angetdgiten der Synagogegemeinde, 1903-1919).
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the second son, Joseph Toller (1818-ca.1895),0mlsned an inn in the mid-nineteenth
century, which he possibly combined with horse draa the beginning, although he
there after seems to have shifted to other (unkhavanchandize. This man was Toller's
grandfather. He was married to Hannah Meijer (18868/74):°® who bore him seven
children, including one son, who was Toller's fatHdax Toller'% The latter seems to
have been raised in a traditional Jewish familyhaalgh he no longer enjoyed a
traditional Jewish education. Quite common to beaig Jewish families of his
generation, he was sent to a modern secondaryIsghgpmnasiunor Realgymnasium
but “failed” in the highest grade. When he alsdléfd’ as an apprentice pharmacidt,
he became a merchant, which seems to have ocanvedd the time of his mother’s
death. In May 1883, we find him registered on ttemage contract of one of his sisters
as a “peddler” with residence in Neu-Tuchel (a sblof Tuchel)}*! It is not clear in
what kind of goods he traded, but there is reasobetieve that he traded in general
goods.

On the maternal side of the family, we can tragdgires back to Toller's great-
great-grandfather, a wealthy Jew who had been atldvy Frederick the Great to settle
as theonly Jew in Samotschin after the Prussian take-oven ft372'% His name was
Marcus Mendel (Cohn) (ca. 1740/50-181)Conferred by a Prussian Charter of 1750,
he was priviledged with &chutzbrief or letter of protection, in exchange for an

(undefined) “sum of money** As the town, favourably situated at the river Netz

197 Samuel had three sons: Pinkus, Joseph and Wb#2¢), the latter who was the grandfather of Willy
and Else Toller, see this chapter, footnote 1. Fi@&®4 onwards we all find them registered as “horse
traders”, see: APB 1674/1095 (Seelenliste der Skadhel pro 1854, aufgenommen am 6ten October
1853) and 1674/527 (Statut tiber die Griindung d)féentlichen jiidischen Konfessionsschule in der
Stadt Tuchel, 1847-1869Wahlliste] zur Wahl dreier SchulvorstehefTuchel, 23 December 1858],
Wahlliste zum Wahl des Schulvorstandes am 27 Narerh®61 [Wahlliste] zur Wahl dreier
Schulvorsteher im Stelle der im Jahr 1864 gewahhemn E. Fabian, L. Goldberg und Wolf Toller...
[Tuchel, 6 August 1865] antlVahlliste] zur Wahl dreier Schulvorsteher im Stedler ausgeschiedenen
herrn Davidsohn, .[Tuchel, 17 January 1868].

198 APB 1674/1090Seelenliste der Stadt Tuchel pro 1843.

19 1n a chronological order the names of their chifdwere: Dore (c.1841), Karolina (c1843), Minna
(c.1848-1894%), RafleRache] (1849), Paulina (1851), MaxMende] (1856-1911), Hinde (1858), and
Emma (c.1865), see: APB 1802/Nos. 45 (1886), 2¥ {1850 (1883), 45 (1886), 63 (1894) [all death
certificates]; APB 1802/Nos. 7 (1876), 13 (1882afrmage certificates]

10 oller, GW, IV, 12.

111 APB 1802/No. 7 (marriage certificate Hinde Toller)

2 Toller, GW, IV, 12.

113 | eo Baeck Istitute (LBI), New York, Herman Selien Geschichte der Familie Seligsohn zu
Samotschin, Provinz Posen: Tragische und humartstisSeschehnisse aus Samotscfumpublished
Memoirs: 1903) [hereafteMemoird 131-132, 136, 63-64, 144-145; Aron Heppner aadkdHerzberg,
Aus Vergangenheit und Gegenwart der Juden undidiésghen Gemeinden in den Posener Landen nach
gedruckten und ungedruckten Quel{g&mschmin-Bromberg, 1909) 902.

Y4 Toller, GW, 1V, 12; on the charter, see: Arno Herzigidische Geschichte in Deutschland. Von der
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(Note’), enjoyed significance as a cloth maker settleraemtind that timé'® and local
Jews were not allowed to trade in other matertads twool and cloth up to 186%°
there can be little doubt that he was attractadisotown as a wool and cloth trader. His
sons, Salomon Marcug(819/20) and Moses Marcus Cohn (ca.1780-1856) et
their father's business and together with anotberthey were granted the monopoly on
the local wool trade for the lower cloth maker skss in 1813’ When the local
magistrate liberated the local trade for Jews id11&alomon also established an inn,
“combined with material and detail”. According teekhan Seligsohn (1832-1915), a
neighbour of the Toller family, Moses thereaftescaturned to these branchedlt is
not clear when this occurred, although it must hHasgpened by 1840, when a big fire
destroyed most of the town, and gave a final blowhe already dying local wool and
cloth industry*'® Moses Cohn had various sons, but only Tollersndfather,
Heimann Moses Cohn (1815-1871), would run an inmjckv he possibly did
independently of his father.

Educated from 1828 to 1833 as a Talmuddist athtba well-known Talmud-
school Jeschiwa in Lissa [eszn® in Posen, Toller's grandfather established himsel

in the 1830s as a corn trader in Samotschin, whiehcombined with an inn (and

Anféangen bis zur Gegenwgitliinchen, 1997), 120-121; Sophia Kemldie Posener Juden, 1815-
1848: Entwicklungsprozesse einer polnischen Judeohter preul3ischer HerrschafHamburg 1997)
46-47; Michael Brenner, Stefi Jersch-Wenzel andhdéa Meyer (eds.Deutsch-jidische Geschichte
in der Neuzeit: Band 2: Emanzipation und Akkultimat 1780-187 Munich, 2000) 16.

115 Max Beheim-Schwarzbuch, “Der Netzedistrikt zurtZdér ersten Theilung Polens” ideitschrift

der historischen Gesellschaft fur die Provinz Pos&rdg (Posen, 1893) 206, 260; Heppner/Herzberg,
Vergangenheit und Gegenwa801-902; Hans Schmidgeschichte des Deutschtums in Szamd3a

22, 44; Adolf Warschauer, “Reklameblatter zur Heralnung deutscher Kolonisten” i@eitschrift der
historischen Gesellschatft fur die Provinz Posk Jg (Posen, 1898), 60-70; Eb&amotschin3.

116 Heppner/Herzberg/ergangenheit und Gegenwa®01-902

17 Archiwum Pastwowe w Poznaniu [APP], 290 (Naczelne Prezydiumwiticji Poznaskiej 1815-
1918), XVIII (Handel i Rzemiosto): A (Handel): 6446074 (Gesuche und Beschwerden in Gewerbe-
und Handelsangelegenheiten, 1844-18%38such der Tuchfabrikanten zu Samoczyn, den dortige
Kaufleuten Moses Marcus, Chone Marcin und Machxbldie Erlaubnis zum An- und Verkauf der
Wolle zu erteilen APP 290: XVIII: A: 6438/5047 (Der Hausierhandehdu der mit einer
herumziehenden Lebensart verbundene Gerwerbehett&lb-1965),Notiz Uber das Gesuch des
Tuchmachergewerks zu Samoczyn, den dortigen Karfldloses Marcus, Chone Marcus und Machol
Itzig die Erlaubnis zu erteilen, fir die armere K$& der Tuchmacher Wolle aufzukaufen und an
selbige durch baren Verkauf oder gegen Tuchtauddulésen on Moses as a monopolist, see also:
Heppner/Herzbergyergangenheit und Gegenwaf02; on Salomon and Moses being brothers, see:
SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, 63-64; in 1834 Moses is still registered the list of Naturalised Jews in the
province of Posen as a “broker”, see: Isidor Hibsrly, The naturalized Jews of the Grand Duchy of
Posen in 1834 and 1835: an alphabetical list of d@aturalized in the Grand Duchy of Posen in 1834
and 1835, as published in Verzeichniss sammtlicteguralisierten Israeliten im Grossherzogthum
PosenCompiled by Edward David Luft (Atlanta, Ga., 198Byomberg, 1836]1L8.

118 SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, 63, 64, 131-132, 136-137.

1191bid. 67, Anhang, 143-144.
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possibly with the distillation of corn-based ligud®® He married in the 1840s to
Ernestine Tuchmann (1823-1884) from the nearby tofiMargonin'** who soon
became the driving force of her husband’s businésmamon to the milieu of Jews in
Posen, she took care of the inn and restaurané wbil husband spent working days on
business trips and dedicated himself as a deveutaléhe study of the Talmud. When
the tavern was also transformed into a small hdtekas she who took care of the
(Jewish) travellers who decided to spent the rithfThe impression exists that
Heimann was a man of learning rather than of bgsin@ather exceptionally, he was a
lifelong member of the council of the Jewigblksschuleor elementary school, founded
in 1847 after the dismantling of the traditiohlederby the staté*® When he died in
January 1871, a friend of Toller's mother writesitizlie Berg-Syna (1851-1939), his
wife was able to carry “the business to anotheelfewith the aid of her second eldest
daughter (Toller's mother) and her two sons, Natfidesper) (1851/6) and Moritz
(ca.1856/60-1912/20), so that “one said”, she atthds,they were able to realise “what
Heimann Cohn was unable to do during his life-titf&"When Ernestine died in June
18841% eyes turned to a suitable marriage partner folesimother, someone willing

120 Heimann Cohn was a fellow-student of Salomon Br@i®14-1903), a pioneer of German preaching
in the 1840s and the rabbi of Schneidem#@iithj, north of Samotschin, from 1853 until his deatti 903,
see: Marcus Brann, ‘Aus H. Gratzens Lehr- und Wgateen’ in: Monatschrift fur Geschichte und
Wissenschaft des Judentuifi®18) 235 (also on the year of Heimann's birtld aleath); Michael
Brocke und Julius Carlebach (ed8jographisches Handbuch der Rabbiner. Teil 1. Dablstner der
Emanzipationszeit in den deutschen, bohmischergtofépolnischen Landern, 1781-18Hearbeitet
von Carsten Wilke (Munich, 2004). Band I: Aach-Jusp07-208; Heppner/Herzbergergangenheit
und Gegenwart895, 903, 925. On his status as a corn tradetamtn-keeper, see: APPOP, 14 (Acta
Miasta Szamocina), 1 (Torfablésungssachen, 187@)18&chweisung des von den Eigentimer zy
Samoczyn im Jahre 1863 entnommenen Dominialtofe&rmittelung der heizbaren Raume in der
Stadt Samoczyf1870] andB) Ermittelung des Holzbedarfs der Stadliche Komen8amoczyr{1870];
Seligsohn,Memoirs LBI, Anhang, 10; APPOP 574, Il 47/6 (1875) No.(tBarriage certificate), Il
47/37 (1884) No0.90 (death certificate Ernestinelifonann).

121 APPOP 574, 11 47/37 (1884) N0.90.

122 Toller, GW, 1V, 12; on women working in the store and businektheir men, see also: Marion A.
Kaplan, The making of the Jewish Middle Class. Woman, Raraitd Identity in Imperial Germany
(New York/Oxford: Oxford U.P., 1991) 26; Steven Lé&nstein, Paul Mendes-Flohr, Peter Pulzer and
Monika Richarz (eds.)Deutsch-jidische Geschichte in der Neuzeit. Bandr8strittene Integration,
1871-1918Munich, 2000) 42; Monika Richarz (edB{irger auf Widerruf. Lebenszeugnisse deutscher
Juden, 1780-194BMinchen, 1989) 213.

123 Between 1874 and 1871 Heimann Cohn wasottig life-long member of the school’s five-men-
headed executive boarddrstand, see: APB 2/Abteilung II: Szkoty A-Z. Nr.lI/422Einrichtung einer
judischen Elementar-Schule in Samoczyn 1846-1886).

124 Berg, Memoirs LBI, no pagenumbersieymann and Ernestine had (at least) six childoémyhich
four daughters and two sons; in a chronologicakpitiese were: Rosalie (ca.1851), Nathan (later:
Nesper) (1851/6), Ida (1856-1933), Moritz (1856660912/207), Sina (1860) and Henriette (1863).

125 APPOP 574, 11 47/37 (1884) N0.90.
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to settle as a corn trader in Samotschin and te tasler the business. This man was
Toller's father, whom she married in July 1885.

In keeping with the Eastern Jewish tradition @iitiparents, Max and Ida Toller
both dedicated themselves to the multi-sided faimilginess and took on similar roles.
While Toller's father must have travelled much ascan trader, his wife bore
responsibility for the inn, restaurant and hotetp&hded with a general store upon
marriage, she also stood behind the counter, whashlocated in the inn itself. In order
to relieve her from the work in the kitchen, thagtalled a cook only shortly after their
marriage, Juliana (Jule) Jungermann (ca.1860-190%),served in the home for more
than thirty years?” When Toller was young, moreover, his mother was aiided in
her domestic tasks by a nanny (Marie) and a paraid (Anna)‘?® Circa 1900 there
was also an odd-job man, Moses, a somewhat simipldeath man who moved day
and night in the Toller home, store, hotel, kitclagwl tavern, and served, as Seligsohn
writes, “as a bellboy and Cicerone for the manyirimss travellers one could find
there”?° With the exception of Moses, who was a Jew, allags were Catholic and
of lower class or peasant descEfit.

In a cultural respect Toller's parents identifigih the norms, values, lifestyles
and world views of the local small-town German lgmaisie. They cherished what Otto
Dann has called an “affirmative patriotism”, whichplied loyalty to the German state
and its policy and institutions, and not aggressagonalisn->* They were “pioneers of
the GermarKultur”, moreover, and incorporated in this respect tleatality of “Jewish
bourgeois homes” in the small towns of Posen abk@ewvhich “moulded the spiritual
centres” of their largely rural environment and ethiin Toller’'s words, ‘protected and
took care of German literature, philosophy andngith a sense of pride that was almost
ridiculous’*®*? This German cultural consciousness joined handé \anti-Polish

sentiment, although largely in terms of a non-aggjx® sense of cultural superiority

126 APPOP 574, 11 47/39 (1885) No.27.

127 Toller, GW, 4, 28; Jule died circa 1905, after thirty yeafsservice so that she must have been
employed since the time of the marriage of Tollggaents in July 1885. As she gave birth to an
(illegimite) child in May 1885, and servants werengrally not employed when they had children, she
cannot have been employbdforebut onlyafter that marriage, which took place during the sametmon
when she lost her child only two months after hgwjiving it birth, see: APPOP 574, Il 47/40 (1885)
No0.94 (death certificate Franziska Jungermann).

28 Toller, GW, IV, 13, 18.

129 SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, Anhang, 55-56, 195-196.

0 Toller, GW, IV, 18; APPOP Urzad Il 47/40 Miastc885) No. 94.

131 Otto DannNation und Nationalismus in DeutschlaMunich, 1993) 197.

2 Toller, GW, IV, 13.
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toward “Slavic non-civilisation” (Victor Klempererps a child Toller grew accustomed
to such feelings of cultural superiority: “We chigdd spoke of the Poles as ‘Polacken’
and believed that they were the descendants of illainhad killed Abel and therefore
carried the sign**®

Common to Jews in rural and small-town Posen, tteybined this German
cultural consciousness with a strong devotion ® ridigious legacy of their parents.
Although acculturated in many ways, they advocaisdimilation in religious matters.
In what way, and in how far, the family entirelydd according orthodox custom and
ritual cannot be defined with precision from Tokememoirs, but Toller gives us the
clear impression of a home where a traditional sevife was centraf®* This meant
that Gottesfurcht or piety, andisedakahwere central assets of their lives. Herman
Seligsohn also records that the family fell preygtssip during the Jewish New Year
festivities Rosh-Hashanghin the fall of 1904, when the family was said hiave
continued its fasting at the end of those fesésiti° Circa 1900 this was exceptional, so
the family possibly belonged to the most orthodexti®n of a community that was
itself very traditional.

Toller's father was a respectable bourgeois citiné Samotschin, who was
active in town as a public figure. He was part al@se-knit elite of influential middle
class Jews who defended local Jewish and bourgeeigsts:*® He was a member of
the Jewish popular school council until 1902, as Wwedolph Senger (the teacher) and

Max (Marcus) Levy (1845/6), a cousin of Toller's ther and Head of the Jewish

133 Ibid.; on Jews as the bourgeois element in a emalronment, see: Monika Richarz, ‘Landjuden —
ein burgerliches Element im Dorf?’ in: Wolfgang dbeit u.a. (eds.)dylle oder Aufbruch? Das Dorf
im burgerlichen 19. Jahrhundert. Ein europaischardleich (Berlin, 1990) 181-190. On bourgeois
society as a specific ensemble of norms and valifestyles and world views, see: Jurgen Kocka,
“Birgertum und Birgerlichkeit” in: Ibid. (ed.Burgertum und Burgerlichkeit im 19. Jahrhundert
(Géttingen, 1987) 42-48, 43.

% Toller, GW, IV, 15, 35; on the Jewish home, see also: AlBedienheimer, “Ernst Toller und sein
Judentum* in: Itta Shedletzky and Hans-Otto Horchds(), Deutsch-jidische Exil- und
Emigrationsliteratur im 20. JahrhundefTbingen, 1993) 185-93; Schapkow, “Judentum*®Eril, 25-

28.

1351 BI New York, SeligsohnMemoirs Anhang, 194-195.

136 Compared with the two other popular schools ofrtdimcluding a Protestant and Catholic school),
the Jewish school was only very small, countingveen 16 and 29 pupils between 1898 and 1914; by
contrast, in 1905 the Protestant and Catholic dobamanted 208 respectively 260 children, see: Ebert
Verwaltungsberichf1915]. Like in the rest of Prussia, the numbedeivish pupils declined between
1870 and 1904; between 1898 and 1914 the numbxtuéited between 16 to 29 pupils. On this, as well
as on the members of the school council, see: APPIBR21,NachweilBung der Schulverhaltnisse in
der jidische Schule zu Samotschin mit 1 Klasseluhdhrer(29.4.1898-1.5.1905); on Prussia, see:
Mordechai BreuerJidische Orthodoxie in Deutschland, 1871-1918. eigz$chichte einer religdsen
Minderheit (Frankfurt a/Main, 1986) 94, 137; Chaim Schatzkééidische Jugend im zweiten
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corporation since 1879’ Known as a “gourmet”, Toller's father often sagéther in
his inn with this “inseparable” compans? In 1905, then, he was also elected as a
town councillor™®® It is likely that he cherished a loose affiliatiomith Left
Liberalism, which was common to Jews in Posen aammidschin:’® We also know
that August Heyer, a Left-Liberal town councilloir lautheran descent and a “friend
of the Jews”, was a frequent visitor of Tollersiif* Still, affilation with Liberalism
on the local level had little to do with Liberalisom the national party political level,
as municipal politics in Wilhelmine Germany primardimed at municipial self-
government, though in alignment with loyalty to thi&ate and the Emperor. It was
interest related, moreover, and bound by educatedIenclass values, although in
theory Left Liberalism was generally more criticdl traditional feudal politics and
sought for a liberalisation of trad& As a traditional Jew, then, there is little doubt
that Toller’'s father placed his career in the taanincil at service of the local Jewish
community**3

Toller's mother was a hardworking woman who carnesponsibility for the
business while her husband as a corn trader must thavelled much. In alignment
with the Eastern Jewish practice of her parentgpsbé@ded to an important extent for
her family and therefore worked very long days:rlizawhen | wake up, mother is
working; she works in the store, she workes indbe barn, she works in the tavern,
she sends food to the poor people and invites #ugdrs for lunch, and when the

Kaiserreich. Sozialisations- und Erziehungsprozessejidische Jugend in Deutschland 1870-1917
(Frankfurt a/Main, 1988) 68.

137 SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, 143, 145-146, 198-199; Max Levy was witnegsthe marriage of Max
and Ida Toller and also declared the death of Tsligrandmother to the civil authorities in June348
see: APPOP 574, 11 47/37 (1884); 11 47/39 (1885)2¥¢ He was also the owner of a (succesful) colonia
goods’ store in town, see: Wilfried Gerke, ‘Ernstllér aus Samotschin’ idahrbuch Weichsel-Warthe
no. 48 (2002) 101.

138 SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, Anhang, 197-8.

139 yerwaltungsbericht des Biirgermeisters Ebert in Saofmin fiir das Jahr 19165amotschin 1915);
Richard Dove writes that “Mendel Toller* becameoavih councillor in 1906, which is repreated in:
Kramer, Wolf-Dieter; Gerstenberg, Ginther; Kleib®urm, Dieter (eds.)Ernst Toller. Pazifist —
Schriftsteller — Politiker. Ausstellung vom 7.-Tzember 1994. Volkshochschule Karlsfeld. Foyer des
Birgerhauser KarlsfeldIngolstadt: Panther Verlag Lutz Tietmann, 1994Wblfgang Rothe writes
that Toller’s father was thenly Jew in the communal council, but it included vasalews in reality,
including Isaac Cohn, a relative of Toller's motheze: RotheToller, 22; Verwaltungsbericht

190 pyizer, Jews and the German State; Klemperer,|CM,-19; Monika Richarz)iidisches Leben in
Deutschland, Selbstzeugnisse zur Sozialgeschiohtaiiserreich. Jidischer Leben in Deutschland
Band Il (Stuttgart, 1979) 222, 371. Before 1893tiléberalism was expressed through the Progressive
Liberal Party (Fortschrittspartei), but after 1888s party split into two parties, of which the
Freisinnige Volkspartei (FVp) was a little more daant in Posen (and thus possibly the party of Max
Toller).

141 SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, Anhang, 71-5, 128.

12| angewiesel.iberalism in Germany133, 136, 155, 199, 218-219, 228.
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servant (red: Moses) sets for the countryside eogh the land and sow the corn, she
brings him the corn. In the evening she reads lattl at night, and often falls asleep
over her books.” When Toller askeadhy she had to work so much, she replied:
“Because you want to eat, my chiftf®. A similar conception of sacrificial motherhood
is recorded irDie Wandlungwhere Friedrich’s mother recalls to her son #te gave
everything to the benefit of her children throug tvork, and nothing to herséff In

the face of her husband, then, Toller's mother comeross as a rather modest and
somewhat silent, if not, humble woman who complet@hderstood her role as a
mother and housewife in terms of what Marion A. Kapcalls “unselfish love” to the
benefit of the other&'® Contrary to her husband, moreover, she was a seberan,
uninterested in a life of consumption and luxuriéosd. Toller also records that she
went dressed in a “blue checked apron”, which wagthang but decadent and
bourgeois dres¥'’

Toller's mother was also a deeply religious womadro explained the essence
of life as being according to God’s wift® In his autobiography Toller records that
she gave food to the poor and invited beggarsrtohua religious practice in Judaism,
although no longer upheld in most parts of (howitranal) Wilheminian Germany,
so a clear indication of her pious nattifélt is not clear whether, and in what way,
she also lived up to traditional Judaism by a kodtieehen and the celebration of
Sabbath and Jewish festivities, as Toller recomtbing of this, but there is hardly
doubt that she did (and with the aid of a Cathatiok)!*° In his memoirs about
Samotschin Herman Seligsohn remembers that sh&ulbpr@rganised the festivities
on occasion of Jewish New Year in September-Octd®@4 in “her own pious, perfect

Way”.151

143 pylzer Jews and the German Stafe1, 135.

1% Toller, GW, 1V, 15; Toller's image of the mother corresporidsan image we often find in the
memoirs of Eastern European Jews, see: Rachel adigkwegDie judische Mutter. Das verborgene
Matriarchaat (Darmstadt, 1995) 157-160, 171-172; Richdiilisches Leben in Deutschlany 244;
considering her prominant role in the business, Tdder was all but an “insignificant woman”, as
Wolfgang Rothe once suggested, see: Rdatbber, 27.

“>Toller, GW, 11, 19.

146 Kaplan,The Making of the Jewish Middle Cla8§:1.

“Toller, GW, IV, 15.

148 |bid. 16-17; her piety is recalled in a poem bgeELasker-Schiiler, entitled “Ernst Toller” (1925)
“Toller, GW, IV, 15, 35.

130 strick ritual homely practice — and not servideraiance — was decisive for the measure of orthodox
in Imperial Germany, see: Breu@rthodoxie 17-18.

11| BI, SeligsohnMemoirs Anhang, 194.
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It is not easy to define the precise nature of rilationship between Toller
and his father, although it seems to have beerellargharacterised by emotional
distance and fedr? Absent from the home in physical terms, Tollergher was
present as a moral authority in bourgeois andiclgyterms. When Anna turned out
to be pregnant circa 1900, for example, Toller résdhat it was his father who made
sure that she was fired to uphold bourgeois reapéity. When Toller accidentally
did something wrong once, then, it was his fathbowold him that he had commited
a ‘crime’. It was also his father who prohibited Toller froouthing thanezuzahn his
bedroom, that is, from touching the small parchnsamoll inside the small box that
was affixed on the right side of the doorpost (Hebezuzah of his bedroom,
containing the first two paragraphs of tBgna Israel(Dt. 6:4-9, 11:13-21) which
recall God’s omnipresence® As it was an object of special blessing to tradii Jews,
it is certainly no coincidence that Toller presehis father as having prohibited him
from touching the scroll, as it shows how much hdeaustood the role of the fatherly
authority as the “source and warrant of the validif the Divine Law” (Stéphane
Mosés)*>* In Die WandlungToller portrays the father as a blunt tyrant whad ruined
his youth” because he had obliged him to stayaim@&schin at a time when ‘he wanted
to break away*>° but this is a clear exaggeration of the powerisfauthority. Richard
Dove has already noted that it was Max Toller wéat Joller’s first poems to the father
of Kurt Pinthus, a literary critic, indicating thae did not obstruct his son’s literary
ambitions™>® Although this does not mean that Toller's fatheuid have advocated a
fulltime literary career for his son, it clearlyasiss how muctDie Wandlungvas written
under the immediate impact of Expressionist clichBgenerational conflict between
fathers and sons.

At odds with a ‘strange’ father, Toller was closerhis mother, although this

bond was not without problems and a certain feetihgmbivalence. Toller records

152 How much the relationship of father and son wélsiémce by emotional distance and fear may also
result from Toller’s later attitude toward ChristeaGrautoff who experienced similar feelings ofrfea
towards her father. Toller insisted on her talkivith him in 1935, where after she lost that fead #re
relationship notably migliorated, see: Graut@ffe Gottin und ihr Sozialist]2-17, here 16-17.

133 Toller, GW, IV, 18, 22-23; on thenezuzahsee: R.J. Zwi Werblowsky and Geoffrey Wigoderigéh
eds.), The Oxford Dictionary of Jewish ReligiofNew York and Oxford, 1997) 460-461; Philip
Birnbaum,Encyclopedia of Jewish Concefftdew York, 1998); Rabbijn S. Ph de Vries Mdoodse
Rituelen en Symbolemsterdam, 1968) 51; Julius H. Schoeps (edelies Lexikon des Judentums
(Munich, 1992) 314.

134 Stéphane Moseés, “Zur Frage des Gesetzes” in: Kiéch Grozinger, Stéphane Moses, Hans-Dieter
Zimmermann (eds.Kafka und das Judentu(®rankfurt a/Main, 1987) 15.

> Toller, GW, I, 18.
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that he generally spoke with his mother when he puazled about social and moral
matters:>’ but he also lamented, as we shall see, her abssreéguide’ in his moral
confusion. This absence was further sustained bylingsical absence from the home.
An incredibly busy woman, she left her son largelyhe servants. There was Maria
during infancy, but when Toller grew older, andghmore conscious, Jule became a
kind of ‘surrogate-mother’. He also records morewthJule than about his mother and
presents her as the embodiment of a self-sacdfiacamd hardworking woman,
transposing his own mother’s ide&is.

Toller is remarkably silent about his brother, mimh (1886-1940/5), and his
sister, Hertha (1887-1940/5) Toller was closer to his sister than to his bmthat we
know too little to give a precise description oéithrelationship. Richard Dove draws a
parallel withDie Wandlungwhere the ‘sister’ appears asleus ex machina time of
trouble!® and thus concluded that Hertha “often” functionasl “the guide and
confident” of Toller's early life, but this may bexaggerated, even though it is not
unlikely that she mothered over her little brotherrelieve a busy mother. With a
difference of seven and respectively six yeargyef &leinrich and Hertha were possibly
closer to each other than to their little brothdaost of their socialisation processes ran
asynchronically; when the latter was born, for eplamthey already went to popular
school; when he went to that school, they wenetmsdary school (and in Hertha’s case
possibly a girls’ boarding school); and when Tolient to high school, Hertha married
with a textile merchant from Landsberg a/Warth&€ 98 and Heinrich was educated as
a merchant in Berlin, but soon assumed the manageshéhe family business after the
death of his father on 29 August 19$1.

1% Dove,He was Germaril0, relying on Pinthus, “Toller” irBooks Abroagd4.

YT Toller,GW, IV, 15, 17, 21.

' |bid. 26.

159 APPOP 574, Il: 47/41 (1886) No. 83 (birth certifie Heinrich Toller); Il 47/46 (1887) No. 216
(birth certificate Hertha Toller).

9 Dove,He was a Germaril0.

161 1n 1908 Hertha Toller married with Erich Cohn frdrandbergs at the Warthe, who worked in his
father's fashion business (Louis Cohn & Co) in Riehtstrasse 67/68, seAdressbuch Landsberg
a/Warthe 1913.
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Childhood in Samotschin (1893-1906)

Toller grew up in his birth-town, Samotschin. Jiks in the other small-towns of Posen,
its social life was deeply fragmentated along thed of class, nationality and religion
(and to a lesser extent of age and gender). Asyayeeing child, Toller played with the
‘other’ children in the streets, but when he grddeo social fragmentation complicated
contact with children, including those with friendis his autobiography Toller records
that his dearest friend was Stanislaus (presum&ignistaw Wrzesinski), a Catholic
Polish boy from a poor working class family and sl of the local nightwatchma?.
As Toller was a German bourgeois Jew, the fatbaf friendship was a symbol of the
socio-cultural tensions at large.

In his autobiography Toller records his childhoasl a period of loneliness,
isolation and estrangement from the world in whiehived his first experiences. In the
introduction | have already explained that Tollenghappiness was a consequence of the
interplay of a rather sensitive character with gfgecific socio-cultural setting. It is
therefore impossible to reduce his unhappinessne single source, although it was
closely related to a particular preoccupation witbrality. In 1920 he wrote to his good
friend Netty Katzenstein-Gerstle (1889)that his childhood was a period of “unrest and
restless wanderings”, which he blamed on the alesemcinner order that shapes
spiritual life in great, clear lines®* This lack of spiritual clarity was not limited tos
Jewish identity alone. A somewhat anxious child|eFavas not merely receptive for the

pious orthodox Judaism of the paternal home, afies stressed by scholars of Toller,

182 Toller, GW, 1V, 14; Maria Piosik, relying on anabrsource, identifies Stanislaus as Stanistaw
Wrzesinski, but | was unable to trace that nameetffiys the official records of the Catholic school;
nor did | find the surname of the nightwatch, Stkmis’ father, see: APPOP 44/134,
Schulerverzeichnis fur das Schuljahr 19034aria Piosik, in: Thorsten Unger and Maria Wogkz
(eds.),Ernst Tollers Geburtsort Samotsch{MWirzburg, 2001).

183 Netty (Nanette) Katzenstein-Gerstle (1889) was augtiter of Emil Gerstle and Laura
Frankenheimer from Memmingen, Bavaria. Though etdtive by blood, she was related to a branch
of Toller’'s family in Memmingen through the marreaof her father’s sister, Josephine Gerstle (1872-
1937), with Dr. Max (Mendel) Toller (1855-1915) ifnolchenhausen, a son of the younger brother of
Toller's paternal grandfather from Tuchel and tf@me a full cousin of Toller's equally named father
Circa 1916 Netty married Erich Katzenstein (1898)nedicine student, with whom she had a son,
Julius Georg (1916). After the war they settle@witzerland, where Erich became a neurologist agttlyN
became active in the Swiss women’s movement. Sg®:Munich, II: Bestédnde des 19. und 20.
Jahrhunderts 1: Polizeidirektion 14332 Erich Katzensteiy HStA Munich, Abteilung IV —
Kriegsarchiv (KA), Personalakte 10019/ifly Toller); on Willy Toller and his family, see also: Johaan
Timmerman, “Die Entstehung der Freikorpsbewegun$91B Memmingen und im Unterallgau” in:
Reinhard Baumann und Paul Hoser (ed3i¢, Revolution von 1918/19 in der Provifionstanz), 173-
188, esp. 178-179 and footnote 22; Julius Mie@ Juden in Memmingefzusammengestellt mit
Unterstitzung der Familien Gerstle and Toller, 3909
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but equally affected by the bourgeois and Chridfilaat is: popular Catholic) principles
of morality. While bourgeois principles of moralitgrgely came down upon him
through his own family, he learned more about tbputar Catholic ones through his
contact with the domestic servants and Stanisknasn an early age these notions seem
to have had a profound impact on Toller. At aroagd five, for example, he was deeply
impressed by the superstitious ethical ideas ofiSius’ grand-mother, an illiterate
woman of more than eighty years &fdBourgeois notions of morality, moreover, seem
to have blurred with religious ones, which is umstemdable in a world where the
supremacy of the Godly essence went untouchednéitse character, Toller seems to
have experienced fear of the pious conception af &ohis world (both Jewishnd
Catholic). When his father scolded him for misbebax for example, he immediately
understood that scolding in terms of sin, and fkaneral punishment from his religious
teacher and Gotf®

The most outspoken confrontation with God in higbiography is recorded in
an invented anecdote in which Toller imagines hifre the killer of the “dear God”
for fear of His punishmerf’ This God was supposed to hide in thezuzatin his
bedroom, as Anna, the parlourmaid, had once tofdthat the “God of the Jews” was

hidden inside (which seems to be a popular Cathedigation of the scroll with a

*Toller, GW, V, 28-29.

1% Toller, GW, IV, 15-17; Ernst Toller, “...Geschichte Erzaehlén”Berliner Tageblatt9.10.1927 (Jg
478).

% Toller, GW, IV, 23.

87 1n an obviously invented anecdote Toller recotus he killed the “dear God” after he was accused
by Jule and “mister Levy” of a fire which he hadt mmmmitted and which caused the death of a
woman called “Eichstadt”. As Toller had lied to hsother, having wrongly claimed that he had
washed himself, he wonders whether God is the Ohe Byeated the fire for punishment of his sin. If
we follow Toller's own (not always consistent) chatogy, this fire took place immediateteforehe
entered the local Jewish popular school in 1899 tliere are no traces of a fire in Samotschin at th
date in published records, nor is the death recbodea woman called “Eichstadt”, and not a trace of
someone who died in a fire between 1874 and 19@8rdstingly enough, Herman Seligsohn records
the death of a “poor blind widow” during the notmrs fire of 1840 (which destroyed most of the
town); he writes that this woman lived in a houseéha market place which was the home of Max
(Marcus) Levy circa 1900, “and | have seen the bdrskeleton next to the well of Stenzel with
horror.” It thus seems likely that “mister Levy” was Max\ty, the good friend of the family and the
Head of the Jewish corporation. Seligsohn alsordescthat Max Levy lived in a housgppositethat of

the Tollers (and thus on the other side of the eiptkce where Toller also located the house of
“Eichstadt”), so that there is reason to believat thrrau Eichstadt” had once lived in the home of
Levy. | am inclined to believe that Toller must kaknown this story and retrospectively re-worked it
in his autobiography. Considering the presenceulsf ih the anecdote, she may have been the one who
told him that story. See: TolleGW, IV, 18-19; SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, Anhang, 143-146; fires were
often explained in terms of sin in rural commurdtisee: Regina Schult®as Dorf im Verhohr.
Brandstifter, Kindsmdderinnen und Wilderer vor d&thranken des birgerlichen Gerichts —
Oberbayern 1848-191(Reinbek bei Hamburg, 1989) 45-51, here 45.
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hostie)*® Intended to kill the fear connected to the tradisl God-conception of his
Jewishand Catholic environment, the killing reveals more abthe wish of little
Toller to come to terms with rather than to destitoy “dear God”. Afraid of moral
punishment, the killing betrays the need for Gdok& and affection, and thus the wish
to prevent social exclusidfi’ On a sub-conscious level, then, the killing shows
Toller's need for community with the Godly worldtreough joined by the wish to
give new, positive meaning to the conception of tdear God” itself. Yet his
environment was unable to recognize that need. Wigenvas sent to the Jewish
popular school in April or October 18$8 for example, the teacher, Adolph Senger (a
friend of Toller's father), only strengthened thenpiples of moral punishment and
exclusion through corporal punishméfit.

It was during his time at the popular Jewish stchooreover, that Toller also
grew more conscious of ethnic, class and confeaktbifierences among childréff He
writes that he made friends with a Jewish middés€lboy he calls “Max Sell”, who

was called Max Seligsohn (1892) in realfif§.This friendship further tied him to a

%8 Toller, GW, IV, 18.

189 At first sight Toller’s killing of God seems to s parallels with the Nietzschean proclamation that
“God is dead”, although there are more differengegeality. Unlike Toller, Nietzsche seeks a
“transvaluation of all values”, that is, a search foreavrmoralbeyondthe Goldly order of Judaism and
Christianity, rather than i@-valuation of existing values in more humanitarierms. Nietzsche’s death

of God, then, is a reality, that is, a fact thagédeno verification, whereas Toller’s killing is aot of
self-liberation, if not an act tprove something about the nature of the God Himselft ihaan act of
verification itself. Thus, Toller — unlike Nietzseh- does not placdeathin the centre of attention, but
killing. Further, Nietzsche’s Zarathustra claims not tlehas killed God, but rather that “we have
killed him”, that is, humanity as a whole, wherdasler’'s struggle is an individual one in oppositito

a mankind that still believes in God. In some wagré is a closer parallel between Toller's assamilt
God and DostoevskyBrothers Karamazagwuike Toller, Dostoevsky places thelation of God to man

at the centre of attention, and not, like Nietzsdhe existence or problem of God Himself; unlike
Toller, however, Ivan Karamazov tends to nihilisrftea his trial of God. An echo of this
Dostoyevskean trial we also find in Toller's pl&jasse Mensch1920), written long before the
anecdote of the killing of God in his autobiograptly call God before the bench!” Toller later
recorded that he read literature of Dostoyesvkyereas he was never openly a Nietzsche-adapt. On
Nietzsche, see: Gilles DeleuzBjetzsche & PhilosophyLondon, 1996) 152; Walter Kaufmann,
Nietzsche: Philosopher, Psychologist, Antichfiéew York, 1968) 100-101.

170 Generally children were 5 or 6 when then entehedelementary school. Toller himself was nine
when he entered the local private boys’ schoolr aftavish elementary education. As we shall see, he
left the two-year private boys’ school in Decemti®05, where he had stayed longer than the usual
two years. There were two terms when one couldreime\pril and in October, so that he started that
school in either April or October 1903; he must dndalius ended the Jewish school in one of these
months; as the Jewish school only had four granlé&amotschin (unlike the Catholic and Evangelical
schools which had six grades), he thus enteredsttiadol in either April or October 1899. See: Tolle
GW, IV, 24.

" Toller, GW, 4, 19.

172 |bid. 19-20.

178 Max Seligsohn was the eldest son of a respeciatd Jewish middle class corn merchant Heinrich
Seligsohn, elected as a town councillor in 1911 sHeceeded between 1909 and 1914 Max Levy as head
of the Jewish corporation, see: Toll&W, 4, 24-25; APP 44, List of pupils [1903/5]: APPGP4-II
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Jewish bourgeois world, clearly expressed by theeropt they felt for “Kurt”, a poor
working class Jew.

However, further inclusion in a Jewish bourgeomsld/also meant exclusion in a
world that was subject to anti-Semitism. One oflditd most vivid impressions during
this period was the increase of anti-Semitism esrsequence of the brutal murder of
an eighteen year old Christian boy in March 190v@eWest-Prussian town of Konitz,
some eighty kilometres north of Samotschin (andelt Tuchel). As the body was
cut to pieces with a great measure of precisionvimich no traces of blood were
found, the idea gained ground that the blood whkenaut of the body before it was
cut into pieces. This gave rise to a revival of thedieval legend of a Jewish ritual
murder, according to which Jews were said to fyuslaughter Christians because
they needed their blood to bake it into their matzds the murder had taken place
just beforePessachlJewish Easter), suspicions towards the Jewsiontgased. The
delay, rage, mystery, and confusion that surrourttiedaffair were enough to stir
popular imagination to new heights and unleash-%etnitic cries in Konitz and its
immediate environmentg?

Hermann Seligsohn records that anti-Semitism nyptadtensified since the
1880s (as elsewhere in Germany), but it was nak afteér Konitz that he detected an
acceleration toward a more sophisticated and osgdrkind of anti-Semitism, forcing
Jews to better organise themselves: “Even prewausprejudiced men were infected
by this plague” — “Priest, doctor, pharmacist, kesic merchants and others celebrated
this Moloch!"® In addition Toller records how Konitz also stremgted popular
agitation in the streets of Samotschin. Childrenuséd anti-semitic slogans and a
(possibly Catholic lower class) boy sang an antifie song behind the back of his
teacher, when the latter crossed the market plaee day. When Toller asked
Stanislaus why the children shouted anti-Semitigahs, he noticed that his friend

cherished anti-Semitic ideas as well: althoughidendt believe the story of the ritual

47/59 (1892) No. 153; LBI, Seligsohdemoirs 98-90; Ebertyerwaltungsberichf1915]; Stiftung Neue
Synagoge Berlin — Centrum Judaicum, Archiv (CJAIiBEr Letter by H. Seligsohn, 191#e must
have succeeded Max Levy after 1909, as it was tinHeppner and Herzberg had interviewed Levy
for their book on the Jews of Posen, see: HeppnérterzbergAus Vergangenheit und Gegenwart
903.

74 Helmut Walser SmithDie Geschichte des Schlachters. Mord und Antisemits in einer deutschen
Kleinstadt (Gottingen, [2002/3]) esp. 7-8, 17-55; ChristophnNpEine Stadt sucht einen Mdrder.
Gerticht, Gewalt und Antisemitismus im KaiserrgiGlittingen, 2002) here 7-54 and 169-187.

175 SeligsohnMemoirs LBI, 167
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murder, hedid expain to Toller that the Jews had nailed Chasthe Cross™® Toller
records that he “suffered bitterly” from that acatisn; when he was at Stanislaus’s
home, and nobody paid attention, he went to a estatuChrist and begged Jesus to
forgive him because “the Jews” had nailed Him te @ross.’’ There is little doubt
that the anecdote is invented, but it shows Tallarhbivalence about Jewish identity,
both defending and taking distance frothe'Jews”. It also shows that he largely
understood himself as a Jew for the apology wabetralf of “the Jews”. Thus anti-
Semitism strengthened his consciousness of Jedgsttity. As a consequence he one
day asked his mother why they were Jews, though csh#éd not console his
“restlessness”. Unable to understand such “fooligtgughts, she told him to go to
sleep'’®

Puzzling with his Jewish identity, he grew curi@mut an apocalyptic sect of
“true Christians” in 1900/2, offering radical rethirin terms of faith alone. Possibly a
sect of Mennonites, it initially embraced Toller“iove and unity” and asked him to
read out a Christmas poem, but anti-Semitic pregglsoon ended that dream for the
next day he was told that “it would be more pledganthe Lord Saviour if Franz
would recite the poem™ It is tempting to believe that Toller thus flirtadith
alternative forms of Christianity, but this woul@ Igoing too far. Possibly the text
says more about his wish for community than aboetepence for a specific kind of

religion.*®

®Toller, GW, IV, 20-21.

Y7 Ibid. 21.

"8 |bid. 21.

" Toller, GW, IV, 21.

80 The presence of a sect is not impossible, as nee“@ither Christians” (that isastherthan Catholics
or Evangelicals) registered in Samotschin betwef1 land 1910. Following Toller's own desciptions
of the sect, it may have been a Mennonite one.M&enonites were part of the Anabaptist movement
that rejected the grip of church and state ovelviddals’ lives and took the lives of the first
generations of the Christians as a model. Theyebeti solely in the centrality and inspiration oé th
Bible and in Jesus Christ as the One sent by Gduatitg reconciliation between the Creator and a
broken World. Menno Simons, in hisondamentboek1539), first developed a coherent doctrine for
the Anabaptist movement. Thanks to him Anabaptismw also known as “Mennonism”, developed in
the Netherlands, but stimulated by persecutiorpiead into other regions of Europe, including the
Netze region, where Polish landlords allowed thensettle in the 1B century in exchange for the
cultivation and drainage of the then still swamppds. The majority lived on the countryside in so
called Haulandervillages (a corruption of the word ‘Hollander’, eamng: Dutchman), but many also
moved to towns during the $@entury. On the Mennonites, see: Max Weli@e Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism(Los Angelos, 1996) 144-154. On the “other Chais$i, see: Kdniglichen
Statistischen Bureau (ed.;emeinden und Gutsbezirke der Provinz Posen [1871H2-153;
Gemeindelexikon [1905K6-67; Konigl. Statistischen Landesamts (g8emeindelexikon. Auf Grund
der Ergebnisse der Volkszahlung vom 1. Decembef 181 anderer amtlicher Queller{Berlin:
1912) 26-27.
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At age nine, in 1903, Toller was sent to the Iqmalate school for boys that
was run by a certainPfarrer Kusch”, a retired pastor — presumably: Otto KuRastor
from 1891 to 1893 in the Posner town of Czarnikazefnikéw.'®* The school prepared
him for the third gradeTiertia) of theRealgymnasiupmwhere it was intended that Toller
would go afterwards. As private education was egpen it was a school for wealthy
children which counted in 1904 only six pupils frahe (upper) middle class. As Jews
made up a disproportiate share of the local (uppeddie class, 50% were Jewish,
whereas the other half were Luthet&nhThe lower-class Stanislaus continued at the
Catholic Volksschule while Toller now learned to look down “on the ldnen of the
poor people who would go to thélksschuleand who would not learn Lati®® As he
was thus something “better” than Stanislaus, thieindship ended, according to Toller
by the decision of Stanislaus himself. Due to caitipa and jealousy, moreover, his
friendship with Max Seligsohn also ended duringsthgears. At the same time we
detect a growing inclination in Toller to self-imged isolation. When “Frieda”, the
younger sister of Max Seligsofif{, asked him why he did not want to play ‘with them’
anymore, we must probably seek Toller's answerisnwish for solitude. Apparently
Toller developed at this time into a “lonely, evasiitary child, given to daydreaming
and introspection®®® It is not clear in what way this corresponds t® litss of contact
with Stanislaus, but it seems to have occurreceratidependently. Dove writes: “He
would rarely play with other children, often sigim front of the house for hours, lost
in thought. His mother was worried by his solitagture”, and wondered why he did
not play with other childreM® At odds with horizontal bonds of fraternity, Talle
sought for vertical bonds of community through ¢eenpany of Jule, who was the only

181 0n “KuR”, see: Wilfried Gerke, ‘Ernst Toller auarSotschin’ in:Jahrbuch Weichsel-Wartheo. 48
(2002), 103. | was unable to find the name of &hernat the private school before 1905; a “pastor”
“Kusch” is not registered in Samotschin, so he nm¢ed have come from another place, see: APPOP
44/140 (Acta Speciala der kdniglichen Kreisschylgigion Samotschin betreffend héhere Privat-
Knabenschule zu Samotschin, 1899-1916). Tollerearthat he was nine years old when he went to
Kusch'’s school, so he must have joined that sanofpril or October 1903, see: Tolle€gW, 1V, 24; thus

it cannot be correct that Toller entered this s¢hwd 900, seeErnst Toller: Pazifist — Schriftsteller —
Politiker, 4.

182 APPOP 44/140, ¥fzeichnis der hohere Privatschule Samotschin itulftire 1904 besuchenden
Knaben

8 Toller, GW, IV, 24.

18 Frieda Seligsohn (1895), see: APPOP 574, || 7481¢1895); Seligsohivlemoirs LBI, 99.

18 Dove,He was a GermariL0.

18 |bid., relying on an unpublished autobiographimainuscript ‘Death of a Mother'.
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one who ‘understood’ hiff’ It is to her that he read his first poems. Herthléa
1905 therefore must have come as a shock to T8fler.

Shortly after that moment, Toller finished the pterboy’s school. As the school
closed downToller was educated in the home of “Kusch” as Imly @upil. Relying on
an autobiographical sketch from Toller, Fritz Droaptes that he left that class in
December 1905%

Adolescence in Bromberg (1906-1914)

At age twelve in April 1906 Toller was sent to tRealgymnasiumin Bromberg
(Bydgoszcgz the capital and socio-economic and politicaltieenf the similarly named
administrative district. The choice forRealgymnasiunis unsuprising. Although the
Gymnasiunas the embodiment of Von Humboldt’s classical iogp of Bildung at this
time enjoyed the highest status among secondagokcistill, many Jews, excluded
from academic careers, preferred to send their saesl: these schools were only for
boys — to the more ‘practicdRealgymnasiurto better guarantee social security for their
offspring*®°

Situated some forty kilometres eastwards of Sathotshe was hosted in the
home of Willy Freundlich, a (possibly retired) “tdeer’and the supervisory bookery

¥ Toller, GW, IV, 25.

188 |bid. 25-28; Toller records that he first discaithat she had an illegitimate son at her fundraé
had always kept him a “secret”, although Tollersther was the only one to whom she had entrussgd th
secret. It was Toller's mother, then, who inforndede’s son about his mother's death. Being a “d&cre
the son must have been born after 1885, when Jatealveady in the service of the Tollers; he is not
registered in Samotschin, so he may have beendisewhere so as not to jeopardise her employment.
Among servants in Imperial Germany illegimate mdtloed was not seldom, see: Regina Schulte,
Sperrbezirke. Tugenhaftigkeit und Prostitution i 8érgerlichen Wel{Frankfurt a/Main, 1984) 87.

1% Droop, though not the most concise author, wthiasit was in 1905 when Toller was twelve yeads ol
so that | conclude that it was December 1905, Betz Droop, Toller und seine Biihne Werkgranz
Schneider: Berlin und Leipzig, 1922) 7. On the alesof the school, see: Toll&gW, 1V, 28; APPOP
44/140, Brief von der Koniglichen Regierung, Abteilung Kirchen- und Schulwezen, J.nr.1350.u.ll,
9.3.1909

1% George L. Mosse, “Jewish Emancipation: BetwBédung and Respectability” in: Jehuda Reinharz
and Walter Schatzberg (edsThe Jewish Response to German Culture. From thigliahment to the
Second World War(London, 1985) 1-13; see also: TollegW, IV, 33, who writes that the
Realgymnasium prepared him for “practical life”.t#&dugh Toller was twelve when he went to
Bromberg, not thirteen, neither fifteen, see: Helrtfiger/ Muller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und
soziale ProzesseB3 respectively Maria Wojtczak, “Ernst Toller'seRurtsort Samotschin und die
Ostmarkenliteratuur” in: .. (ed§amotschin59.
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man Rendan of the local Jewish corporatidi: Possibly no more than a transition
place, he already moved in either 1906 or 190%édbme of a certairFfau Dr. Ley”,

a (possibly traditional) Jewish woman with cultectbourgeois ideals who introduced
Toller to the refined senses and mores of the updoamngeoisie by teaching him how to
play the piano. She had divorced her husband, bstkeen on her status, so that she
constantly considered whether she had to changeaimeplate on the door and join in
the elevation of the social status of her formesbamd after he was nominated the
honourary title ofSanitétsrat('medical councillor)**? It is not unlikely that Frau Dr.
Ley” was the former wife of Dr. Lipowski, the ditec of the local hospital and “one of
the most visited doctors of Bromberg” (Alfred Colwith a reputation that extended
far beyond Bromber§”® He must have stayed there until the summer of 1910
whereafter he moved from the home 6fdu Dr. Ley” to a pension that was run by a
certain ‘Frau Moller”.*** It must have been in this pension where the fuloemunist

and literary critic from the German Democratic Ramu\Walther Victor (1895-1971)

¥ Toller, GW, IV, 28; Willy Freundlich is registerdzetween 1906 and 1913 at the Thorner StraRe no
62, in the south-east of Bromberg, sAdressbuch 1908, nebst Allgemeinem Geschéfts-Amaeig
Bromberg und der Vororte(Bromberg, 1908) Theil 1V, 278; on his beiRgndant see: Ibid.,Theil I,

20; on the numbers of Jews, see: Heppner/HerzWergangenheit und GegenwaBd7, 285.

192 Toller, GW, 1V, 28-29; on symbols and titles to strengtheeniity, see: Kocka, ,Biirgertum und
Burgerliche Gesellschaft’ in: Kocka (edBiirgertum im 19. Jahrhundemand I, 11-76, 29-30.

193 Cohn, Erinnerungen 121-122. The name “Ley” does not appear in thenfirerger address books
between 1906 and 1914. As Toller stayed in her hamtikthe summer of 1910, “Dr. Ley” must thus have
been appointed tBanitatsratbetween 1906 and 1910. He may have either liveshather town or Toller
changed his name. Adopting the assumption that™lae&s a doctor in Bromberg, then, it is not unlikel
that he was Dr. Israel Lipowski, whose name isahly one of a practicing doctor that comes close to
“Ley”. Although information on nominations of docgobetween 1906 and 1910 is not available, Lipowski
was one of the most popular doctors of Brombergthed he may well have been nominated to
Sanitatsratduring his lifetime. The only other name of a piging doctor andsanitatsratin Bromberg
that comes close to “Ley” was that of Ernst Lei3(E861), a conservative Lutheran who lived in
Bromberg since 1890; yet he was nominate®aaitatsratin 1913, when Toller had already left the
home of ‘Frau Dr. Ley”, see:Adre3Bbuch nebst Allgemeinen Geschéfts-AnzeigeBvomberg und
dessen Vororten auf das Jahr 190Bromberg, 1899) Part I, 115AdreBbuch 1908|V, 49. I;
Adre3buch 1909, nebst Allgemeinen Geschéafts-AnmzedgeBromberg und den VorortdBromberg,
1909) Theil Il, 115; APB, 189/Nr 2130 (VerleihungsdiCharakters als Sanitatsrat an prak.Artze, 1913-
1918, 1921)Vorschlag zur Verleihung des Characters als “Satsitdt” an den prakt. Artzt Dr. Ernst
Leissner in Bromber@ndVerzeichnis der in Bromberg wohnenden Artze [717],9Valther Victor,
‘Ernst Toller: Uber den Menschen und Dichter ird ibKopfe und Herzgr62-63.

% Toller, GW, 1V, 36-37. From 1910 to 1914 the name of a wowelted “Méller” is not registered in
the local address books; thus, she was eitheegtered at all or she lived in the home of a andtor
relative. As the name “Moller” is rare, she wasgilaly related to one of the five “Mdllers” that wie find
registered, including Robert Mdéller, a former aatiamt of the Regierungs-HauptkassBed-Hauptkassen
buchhalter a.0.and Rechnungsratinterestingly enough, the address book of 1948 edcords a certain
“Moller” as the Rendantof the Jewish community (and thus as the succexsdfilly Freundlich). This
many have been Robert Mdller, who lived in the doleastralle, seé&drel3buch [1910-1914], nebst
Allgemeinen Geschéafts-Anzeiger von Bromberg undvadeorten(Bromberg, 1910-1914)].
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spotted Toller for the first time in December 19%Moking “an enormous tobacco
» 195

pipe”.

Toller disliked education at theealgymnasiummwhich he records as a boring
institution and a breeding place of obedience andsexvient citizenship. “Sour
teachers” educated the pupils of the school in wangh the same way as they had once
been educated and their puritan Lutheran moraéfyrided them of all life-affirming
sensations. Scornful of the ‘practical’ nature tefaurriculum, Toller is critical of the
“formulas that we do not understand and quicklgédt. “History”, he adds, “exists by
the grace of dates; unimportant is to understaedotiturances in their interrelation;
important to master the dates of battles and bewjarof royal governments® Toller
did his best with teachers he liked, but othentisedid not. Release only came with
holidays, when he returned to Samotscffiut even more important was literature and
drama, which offered him a counter-world to lifesahool. Influenced by the later wish
to stress his rebellious nature, Toller writes timatwas fond of those authors that were
proscribed at school: “Hauptmann and Ibsen, Steémglland Wedekind®® No less,
however, was the influence of Goethe and Hoéldenimy both belonged to his favourite
authors even after the war.He also records that he found pleasure in wrifimguding
poems with a “rebellious character” and newspapeles for the localOstdeutsche
Zeitung a Liberal daily of the educated middle class IfwiiB8,000 abonnees in 1908)
that not merely defended small-landowners’ intexdstit was also well-known for its
literary critiques.

In order to give further expression to his pasdmnliterature Toller joined a
Bromberg literary circle in 1911, which was orgadisaround the Jewish baker’s wife,
Clara Rittler. Obviously convinced of his ‘talenshe established contact between
Toller and her brother-in-law, Sigmar Mehring, arthfamous art critic of the Liberal

Berliner Tageblatt®® Around the same time Toller's father sent somaisfson’s first

19 Victor, Képfe und Herzer62-63.

¥ Toller, GW, IV.

7 bid. 30

% 1bid. 34

99 Toller, GW, V.

20 René EichenlaulErnst Toller et I'expressionisme politiq(aris, 1980) 33, relying on a letter from
Walter Mehring to John Spalek (5 January 1965, Aayothough Mehring also claims that his father
published these poems in tBerliner Tageblaft Eichenlaub was unable to trace these; see alsdtekV
Mehring, Die verlorene Bibliothek: Autobiography einer Kult@lcking and Munich, 1964) 185.
According to the address books of Bromberg fromb1#891902 Clara Rittler lived at the Corn Market 11
She was married with Salomon Rittler, a Jewish &ackhe couple had a son, Leo Rittler, who owned an
inn and branded his own distillery at the Corn Mk In 1922 Clara moved to that his address,lggss
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manuscripts to the father of Kurt Pinthus, who wdisend of his and an art critic at that
time?°* Formally allowed to join in April 1911 (as a pupf the Ober-primg,?%?
Toller also joined the literary association of ¢hool, Clio. It was only a small group
of eleven to sixteen pupils, but it was serious] bhad its own newspaper for which
members wrote historical and literary contributiobder tutelage of a teacher, the
group read from the works of the classics, inclgdBoethe, Schiller and Shakespeare,
but there was also an interest in “modern” workgJuding Gutzkow, Wildenbruch
and Bjornsorf>® Hempel-Kiiter and Miiller write that the group atead from Ibsen,
Hauptmann, Strindberg and Wedekind, but these aativere forbidden at school,
which did not prevent Toller during one of theseetirggs from reading fragments
from Hauptmann’s dram&osa Bernd(1903)*** On the occasion of the festivities
around the Schiller-commoration Toller was awardegrize along with two other
pupils on 16 November 19F2 Toller was obviously attracted to theatre and he
records that he also began to write dramas aft&R.18e played “big roles” in the
school theatre, including that of Tiberius in Gé&®elod des TiberiugDeath of
Tiberius), and he wanted to become an actor towedend of his time at the
Realgymnasiutf® although his mother objected to that wihin Die Wandlunghis
objection is also recorded, when the mother objexther son’s wish to become a
sculptor?®

During his adolescence Toller suffered from a whahge of illnesses, which all

seem to have been related to a weak physical tiwsti’®®

A fellow pupil of Toller,
Rudolf Jonas, records that Toller was “retardedndustudies because of an illness”,

although he did not know its nature. A psychologreport from April 1918 records a

after Salomon’s death.

201 pinthus, “Ernst Toller” in: 4. According to Kurtirthus, his father received these poems when he
already worked as a literary critic of the RowaltlaNolff Publishing House in Leipzig; as he began t
work there in 1910 these poems must thus havedszerin either 1910 or 1911, when Toller’s fathedd
Ward B. Lewis, “Kurt Pinthus in: John M. Spalekééph Strelka (eds.)Peutschsprachige
Exilliteratur, Bd. 11 (1989) 1711.

292 Einundsechzigster Jahresbericht des kéniglichenldyeamasium zu BrombergBromberg, 1912)
17.

203 Jahresberichte [1911-1913].

24 Toller, GW, 1V, 34; Hempel-Kiiter/Miiller, “Toller” in.Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess82.
Toller was not, as they also write, the “leadertta# group, as the group was organised under baesc
tutelage.

205 zweiundsechzigster Jahresberich913) 18.

2% Toller, GW, IV, 34.

27 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1Bsychiatrisches Gutachten iiber Ernst Taller

2% Toller, GW, II, 18.

29 Hempel-Kuter/Miller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess@3
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whole range of unspecified illness-symptoms, lileart-disturbances, rheumatic fever
(Gelenkrheumatismyisnervous breakdowns, stomach and speech distebaheart
neurosis, shivering of the whole body, infammatbrthe maxillary sinus, nerve-pains,
and conditions of complete exhaution; Toller hadhterrupt school every year for two
to three months for these illnesses, which wereé &abe for the most part figments of
his imaginiation. For years, the report adds, Tollas unable to walk without a stick,
even though there was no clear physical explan&tiothis, and in later years he only
needed to carry the stick under his &tfiithe doctor who made that statement was the
abovementioned Dr. Lipowski, who possibly treatedlér for “neurosis” in his private
clinic which was wellknown in town and treated pats with “neurotic” disorder. An
advocate of suggestive (non-scientific) treatmesthmds, Lipowski often prescribed
diet and rest-therapiés:

In addition to these illnesses Toller records ietter to Netty Katzenstein that
he was sensitive during that period to what hescalliter sources”, including ‘heavy’
literature: “When | came across a book that touangdsoul, then ... immediately ...
after a few pages the chest was oppressed, | hatbpinstantly; full of anxious
oppression | took up the book the next day, the meek; it demanded inexplicable
and enormous willpower before | submitted myselffuother reading; only after
months was | able to gain some distance from tkig wehile with some books critical
reflextion still failed after years.” He was abdbirteen years old, he adds, when he
first had such an experience after he set himselthe task of reading Wilhelm

Bolsche’sDas Liebesleben in der Nat(898)?*? In the light of this statement there is

210 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1Bsychiatrisches Klinik der K. Universitat Miinchen:
Psychiatrisches Gutachten Uber Toll&farious scholars of Toller mention his “illnese"close relation
to an operation he was supposed to have underggmeeiih, but there is no evidence of such an ojperat
John M. Spalek writes that Toller left high schaofear late because of “illness and a serious tpeta
but Toller did not stay any longer at the schoahtlther pupils; he did take a year — or half a yesxtra

in finishing his prepatory education in Samotschint there are no indications that this was duarnto
operation, as Dove suggests. Dove also writesTibiser needed to walk for quite a while with a ktand
long after experienced psychic consequences obpiettion, but he mixes up the statements of Lgkgw
who also claimed that no medical cause lay at obdtis need for that stick, see: Spalek, “Tollen® i
German Quarterly39/4 (1966), 581; Dovele was a Germgnl3-14; another work that uncritically
recalls Spalek’s hypothesis Btnst Toller: Pazifist — Schriftsteller — Politiket.

211 Cohn,Erinnerungen121-122.

“2Toller, GW, V, 91-92. Bolsche’s then very popular book expan bombastic language the secrets of
sexual evolution, transforming the (Darwinist) motd human evolution from man’s most instinctive
sexual drives into that of a conception of ‘humawel (Menschenliebethat united man as a harmonious
entity into a brotherhood of man. Possibly the iotjud that book on Toller’s ‘soul’ lay less in thature of
its message than in its unconventionalism.
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reason to believe that Toller mostly read dramagoetry while he was in Bromberg,
and left ‘heavy’ literature aside.

In Bromberg Toller continued his struggle with Gedho remained a binding
force and presence of his inner experiences. Abache received separate religious
education and confronted his teacher, rabbi DrtdBibd Walther (1865), with difficult
questions about the Bible, but the man was alblsbul-keeper to his restless soul and
punished him instead?

On a different plane, Toller displayed moral cortnngint during the so called
Abraham-affair in Samotschin in August 1910. Knofen his drinking habit, the 44-
year old retarded labourer Julius Abraham (186%18&Ad been invited for a drink by
local peasants, amusing themselves over his getlingk. When he left the inn,
Abraham was struck by epileptic cramps. In thedbehat Abraham was drunk, “half-
grown boys” (Ida Toller) threw dirt and stones togsaa man who was, in fact, dying.
When the police took notice of the incident thaheaevening still, they did not act, as
the matter was not their business for the man wiag lon state territory of the Royal
Prussian Railway. Abraham died that evening, witredhe rumour of his brutal
death spread throughout town; it left people shdckeit nobody made a fuss of the
matter. By contrast, the sixteen year old Tolleoteran article in th&amotschiner
Zeitung Was it possible that the police stuck to thecstatter of the law and thus did
not act where the life of a human being was af’ridbt intended as political critique,
the article was nonetheless taken as an insulidyotal mayor, Friedrich Ebert (not to
be confused with the same named future and fiesigent of the Weimar Republic),
who ordered the “anonymous writer” in the nextieditof theSamotschiner Zeitung
reveal his name within three d&y$.Toller initially did not respond, but when the

situation held on, and pressure increased, he wdns former Jewish teacher (Senger)

213 Toller, GW, 1V, 34. As biblical history was taught in all lewclasses and repeated in the higher
ones, it is impossible to locate the anecdote. Mgglttrained at the well-known Jewish-Theological
Seminar in Breslawyroclaw), was the rabbi of Bromberg from 1892 to 1919. iOfmesome reform, he
remained a very conservative Jew, who was also knasvsomewhat of an arrogant man, see: Cohn,
Erinnerungen Klemperer,CV, |1, esp. 17; Heppner/Herzbergergangenhejt343-346;Jahresberichte
[1906-1914]; LBI, BergMemoirs Breuer,Othodoxie 25-26, 54, 223.

“%1da Toller, ‘Ernst Toller’ in:Berliner TageblattNo.108 (Berlin 5. Marz 1927); TolleGW, 1V, 30-

31. Fritz Droop falsely writes that Toller was 1&ays old when he wrote the article; Walther Vithat he
was fifteen, see: Droofdoller, 8; Walther Victor, ‘Erinnerungen an Ernst Tollén! Panorama(Mai
1959) (AK) - no page numbers. The newspaper aiitigddf could not be consulted, but Toller's mother
alreday confirmed that Ernst had written that timefore he himself wrote it down in his autobayghy.

In the light of his mother’s article, then, Renécliginlaub’s skepticism about the anecdote is
unjustified, taking it as an example of literaryafiralist) compassion for the poor and of affinitigh
Dostoevsky, see: René Eichenlabmst Toller et I'expressionisme politig(fearis, 1980) 28.
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to avoid disgrace who then went to Toller's fatéro settled the matter with the
mayor®*®

Toller is remarkably silent about social contaatsl friends. He only mentions
his contact with “Maria Gross”, an actress with whbe fell in love between 1912 and
1914. He had first seen her in the Bromberg Mualicifheatre, where she played a role
in Hugo von Hoffmannsthal'dedermanr(Everyman) in 1913 Considering her name,
she may have been a Catholic woman, althoughadtisinlikely that Toller changed her
name. Besides “Maria”, Walther Victor records hamtact with Toller, but it is unclear
how intense their relationship was. Victor, two rgegounger than Toller and a pupil of
the localGymnasiumrecords Toller as a somewhat “extravagant” pextdynof “few
words”, who was attracted by the “unusual” in lifgaving first seen him in December
1910, they had lunch once in company of an unknthwd person on which occasion
Toller spent a long time studying the menu andlfiradered the most unusual dish on
the list?'’ Interestingly enough, Victor was present at theting of the Free German
Youth at the Hohe MeiRRner in 1913.1t is unclear whether Toller was conscious of
these developments, but there are no indicatiatshth displayed a particular interest in
“youth” at this time. The Meissner formula wouldegdy impress Toller during the war,
but he was at odds with the life reformigandervogelSince 1911 there was a branch of
the (Fischer-inspired and conservativsf-Wandervogelin Bromberg (which also
accepted Jews as membérd)put its stress on carefree, uncharted and collecti
roaming and hiking in nature does not seem to iresmred the somewhat solitary and
intellectually inclined Toller, who not only hadveeak physical constitution, but who
also seems to have smoked at least since 1910.

In July 1911 Germany was on the brink of war dytime so called Agadir-crisis
(or: second Morocco-crisis). Since the accessiothéothrone of Wilhelm Il in 1888

Germany had displayed an aggressive urge towargdansion to obtain an equal

25 Toller writes that his father heard about theystay “coincidence”, but his mother writes that iasv
though his “teacher”, see: Ida Toller, “Toller” iBerliner Tageblat{1927); Toller,GW, 1V, 32. There
can be little doubt that this “teacher” was Adofdnger, a close friend of Toller’s father. As tfiaiatook
place in the summer, moreover, Toller was in Sachats so that it seems unlikely that he approached
“teacher” in Bromberg.

218 pid. 36.

21 Victor, Kdpfe und Herzer62-63, here mostly 63.

218 Walther Victor (Ps. Werner Voigt)Ein Weg nach Weimar: Lebens- und Gefiihlswelt eines
leidenschaftlichen PublizistgBerlin, 1998).

219 On the Alt-Wandervogel see: Einundsechzigster Jahresberictit912) 19; Zweiundsechzigster
Jahresbericht{1913) 19-20Dreiundsechzigster Jahresberic{if914) 23; it was initially quite popular,
but as a consequence of internal difficulties ia thovement its membership soon declined by more
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position among the great powers of Europe, a positihich it justified on account of its
giant economic, military and political size. Bagedthe rather naive supposition that the
European great powers would shrink from Germanesggon, the Germaweltpolitik
(“world-policy”) created the opposite effect andl l® the country’s own encirclement
(Einkreisung. Especially Great Britain felt threatened by avpdul Germany, so it had
allied itself in 1904 with France in the so calledtente Cordialgin 1907 this bloque
was transformed and re-named intdrgple Ententeas a result of Russia’s joining. In
July 1911 Germany attempted to break its politi€akreisung through a split of this
Triple Ententeby sending a war-ship to Morocco in order to déf&Berman interests’
against the French expansion in that country, todidi so without success. In fact, the
German provocation caused a serious diplomaticsongh the actual threat of war.
Everywhere in Germany this created a wave of wait@xent, including among the
staff of Toller's school. Hoping for a liberatiomofn school, Toller shared in that
excitement, but war did not come and school cortiras beforé®°

Shortly after, Toller’s father died of cancer.dPrio his death, he had spent time
in the clinic of the above mentioned Dr. Lipowskthough treatment was fruitless and
he returned home after a number weeks. Withouh¢gkirther action, he then stayed
in bed for week$®! As Toller was in Samotschin during the summerhest have
experienced that process at closehand. When hirfdied on 29 August 1911, he alone
was at his sidé? As a traditional Jew, his father had to justifynkelf in the face of God
in his hour of death; it was a religious duty a# #on (and the rest of the family) to read
psalms and to recall for him, with or without thgrdy father, the confession of sins
by a repetition of the Jewish confession of falfiin{a Israe), so that the dying man
with his last breath spoke or heard™t.Instead of whispering th&jma Israel
however, Toller records that his father with histldreath made a mysterious

accusation to his family and son: ‘My father di@dhis dying hour | am with him,

than 60 in early 1913 to 27 school boys on theadWworld War |.

>9Toller, GW, 1V, 36.

221 1n her almost illegible memoirs Nathalie Berg wsit “Zur dieser Zeit lag Max Toller sehr Krank []
ich hatte vergassen zur berichten, dal3 besserilwn] [auf Polzin fihren lie3en, wir unser Wagen
aufhalten und zu ihm hineinzugehen und er so zarsata sein Leiden damals sehr bedenklich war. Er
lag vorher wochenlang in Bromberg im Sanatorium Dei Lipowksi. Da dieser sage, dal3 der
Aufenthalt leider keinem Zusatz hatte, so schiektéhm zur Haus und so lag er langere Zeit daheim
im Bett ohne mehr aufzustehen. Er tat einem Jedemn kid“, see: LBI, BergMemoirs no
pagenumbers.

*22Toller, GW, 1V, 35.

%3 |eo Trepp,Die Juden: Volk, Geschichte, Religi¢Reinbek bei Hamburg, 1998) 386; De Vries,
Joodse riten250.
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alone (...) heavy goes his breath; he wants to gel pygsh him back into bed / - You
(Ihr) are to blame, he groans, Yddu) are to blame. / -Father! | scream upset.” Now
his mother walked in and ordered the doctor todiehied, but before this could be
done, his father had diéé The text is exaggerated and the meaning of thedate is
symbolical instead of real. Richard Dove takes iaaneans to show that the relationship
of father and son was a “difficult one, in whichilgplayed a considerable rolé®
although it possibly says less about the relatipnshfather and son than about the role
of the religious fatherly authority; influenced Hwter Expressionist clichés of
generational revolt, the text is thus a means timspectively take distance from the
parental religious legacy through tegmbolof the father rather than depicting his
father as a persdi’

There is reason to believe that Toller distanceasélf further from Judaism
after the death of his father in August 1911. FiDim Wandlungthe impression arises
that he regarded Judaism at this time more and @m®ra stifled religion of “Legal
Paragraphs” Gesetzesparagraphenand that his attendance in the synagogue
declined®’ It is not clear whether he also rejeckesherfood, although he did so by the
time of World War I. Yet Toller did not reject tiparental legacy as a whole. He records
that he only profoundly questioned the ‘fatalisthhes mother in 1914, whereas he is
not registered ‘without confession’ until August1#9 In Die Wandlungdiscontent
with Judaism leads to an open conflict with the meagt but at the same time Friedrich
reveals that he tended to “proudly” uphold what‘thespised” in reality?® It is this
ambivalent relation to Jewish identity which makes identify with the mythical

figure of Ahaseurus, the homeless Jew, whom he b#l‘big brother’. Dwelling on a

2 Toller, GW, IV, 35

% Dove,He was a Germart1.

226 A similar critique and analysis of the attack te paternal authority can be found in the work of
Kafka, see: Moses, “Zur Frage des Gesetzes” inziBgér/Mosés/Zimmermann (edsKafka und das
Judentum15.

2T Toller, GW, II, 19.

2B Toller, GW, 2, 17. It was very uncommon in Impéfiermany to reject the religious heritage of the
parents openly. Children declined or waited forvawsion to Christianity until the death of their timers,

as a sign of respect, see: Charles Bloch, “Paul £dsin Symbol der Tragddie des Linkssozialismus in
der Weimarer Republik’ in: Walter Grab and Julius Schoeps (eds.jJuden in der Weimarer
Republik: Skizzen und Portd(®armstadt, 1998) 245; Margret Heitmann, ‘JonasirCdhilosoph,
Padagoge und Jude. Gedanken zum Werdegang un#tsadides Freiburger Neukantianers und seiner
Philosophie’ in: Ibid. 179-199; RicharBiirger auf Widerruf328, 301; Herweglldische Mutterl44.
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popular theme in (neo)-romantic literature, Ahassus the symbol of his “restless
wanderings™®?°

Toller's moral restlessness was furthered by #o& bf a sense of purpose in
life, which strengthened his melancholic disposititn the summer of 1912 or 1913
Toller spent holidays in Denmark. He visited thalsé grave” of Hamlet, where he
identified with this tragic hero and his paradokitlanging for action and death”.
Back at school, he felt enchained and further fanéal about his future, flirting with
agriculture after his mother’s ban on a careerrascor*>° Yet he decided to study
law and political economy, possibly in agreementhwiis family. After his exams
(Abitur) in April 1914%! he spotted an advertisement at @gmnasiunin Bromberg
which spoke of the possibility for German studdatspend a semester at the university
of Grenoble in France. Stimulated by grief over lttes of his platonic love affair with

Maria Gross, he decided to go to Frafice.

Early Student Life in Grenoble (1914)

On 20 April 1914 Toller enrolled for the summer sster in Law at the University of
Grenoble and, one day after, also in political eocoy at its faculty of Art$*® As the
university had the reputation for hosting many ifgmestudents, he was one of its many
foreigners, mostly students from Germany, but tiveeee also students from Austria,

Serbia and Russfd’ He found lodgings in a local pension that was byna certain

229 The legend of Ahasverus goes back to th® dgntury, when it was first recorded in a book that
spoke of a Jewish shoemaker who had been curssdnual wandering on bare feet, as he had refused
to let Christ in when the latter had stopped byHusse when he was on his way to Golgotha. Circa
1900 the myth was populat to express ‘homelessnassl not always in connection to its Jewish
connotation. The myth of Ahasverus was closely ected to the romantic myth of th&anderer
popularised by Goethe and others, and equally popufin de sieclegGermany, see: Julius H. Schoeps
(ed.), Neues Lexikon des Judentufddunich, 1992) 19-22; Galit Hasau-Rokem and AlannBer
(eds.), The Wandering Jew. Essays in the Interpretatiora @hristian LegendBloomington, Ind.
1986); MihsamUnpolitische Erinnerungeri8.

> Toller, GW, 1V, 35.

%31 Thieme (ed.)Dreiundsechzigster Jahresberichit9(l4), 24; Toller did thusiot do his Abitur “in
December 1913” or “in 1913", see: Dowde was a Germanl6, respectivelyErnst Toller; Pazifist —
Schriftsteller — Politiker4.

>2Toller, GW, 1V, 38.

233 Eichenlaub,Toller, 34, 282-283 List of Matriculated Students10.241; AK, Berlin, Sammlung
Toller H Br (p)/DHPE (p)Brief Toller an Alfred Kerr ohne Datum

3 Since the end of the nineteenth century the Usitsenf Grenoble stimulated visits of foreigners,
both during holidays and the academic year. Thaintler grew rapidly; there were 35 foreign students
in 1895, 110 in 1899 and 200 in 1900; when Tollgeraded the university, there were 391 foreign
students at the faculty of Arts, of which 66 werer@ans, and there were 21 Germans at the faculty of
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“mademoiselleFerrier (?)”. Besides Toller, she also hosted s¢vether foreigners,
including an Austrian former officer and a Russi@oman who was known as a
“nihilist” and haunted Toller with fed’> Financially dependent on his motfA&t,
Grenoble nonetheless enabled Toller to gain grelgeance from his family home and
life in Posen.

In his autobiography Toller records his time imce as a time of leisure in
which he profited from his newly regained libertidde became a member of a
German student organisatiodigfein deutscher Studenjenffering a “home” to the
many German students at this university. It is eaclwhat kind of society this was,
but it seems to have shared the same elitist @k national consciousness of the
traditional fraternitiesgurschenschaftgnn Germany, although Toller records that it
included women as well. Fashionable among studsntise time, they discussed the
ideas of Kant and Nietzsche, but they also draim&sliof beer to feel even more “at
home”. Afraid of anti-German sentiment in Francesri@any’s ‘arch-enemy’ since
1871, they stayed close to each other in the strééey saw themselves as “pioneers
of a higher culture” and ended by singing, fromirtlegen windows, the (informal)
German anthembeutschland, Deutschland tber AllgSermany, Germany Above
All). 27

Toller records that he hardly attended the unityerBle declared in an official
statement from 1918 that he intended to followttiees on French literature and also
several lectures on Jurisprudenz (Roman Law) atitid@bEconomy”?*® but in Eine
Jugend in Deutschlankle writes that the professors were unable to @xXaih, as they
reminded him of “floor managers of a warehouse”. déeialised exclusively with
German students; in addition to tMerein he also joined German students in the
university’s canteen. “I live in France”, he writ¢and have never left Germany.”
The poor French that he had learned at school @amBerg grew worse every day. It

was for this reason that Toller now decided to dvtihe German students’

Law amidst 196 French students, see: Eichenl@obler, 34-35, 282-283niversité de Grenoble,
1339-1939Grenoble, 0.D) [1939] 121.

25 Toller, GW, IV, 39; on Ferrier and the (badly readable) asslreee: Eichenlaulpller, 282-283.

2% Toller, GW, 1V, 45.

237 |bid. 39-40. Toller writes “Verein deutscher Staten”, but it seems unlikely that we are dealing
with the equally named anti-Semitic students’ asdimn — founded at the end of the 19th century to
give new meaning to the nationalism of tBarschenschafter and which formarly excluded Jews
from membership.

2% Bundesarchive (BA), Zwischenarchiv Dahlwitz-Hoppegn (here after: Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten),
ORA/RG, C24/18Vernehmungsprotokolle der Angeschuldigten-Vernelgniirnst Tollers.
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associatiorf>° Considering his individualistic nature, one worslermether this was
not also a consequence of discontent with its ctlle character. Although he shared
the patriotic clichés of his time, he had nevepldiged an interest in group behaviour
up to that time. Rooted in fear of the French, thtée group cherished community
ideals in negative terms, which had little to dahafriendship. Toller may have had
friends in theVerein but it seems unlikely that their bond was profbuHe writes
that he now established contact with the Austr@meér officer from his pension. This
man introduced him to French pubs and brothelse Herlearned to gamble for money
and perhaps also had his first sexual contactswdh he soon wished to return to the
university again.

It was around this time, too, that Toller also d&edo read from works of
Nietzsche, Dostoyevsky and TolstY.It is not clear which works he read, or in what
way they left their mark, but it seems unlikelytthe set himself to the study of these
works systematically for he was not known to besgstematic reader” up to January
1918%*

At the end of June Toller joined a group of Germarents on a guided trip in
Provence, but he soon got bored and fled the grdepiding instead to travel as a
solitary Wandererthroughout the south of France. He left for Nimesyrseille and
several smaller locations in Aix-en-ProvefteLeft to his own company, he seems to
have reflected upon his identity during these weklesrecords that he now for the first
time began to doubt his mother’s ‘fatalism’ to eiplthe things in life on the basis of
her religion?*® In search of a mission in life, he flirted witretfrench Foreign Legion,
on the one hand, and with monastic ascetism, orother. It is not clear to what
extent Toller here exaggerates his need for aisalub his “restless wanderings”,
though it shows that he was in need for some seihxsemmunity>** He also seems to

have written various poems during his time in Fegarsome of which deal with the

> Toller, GW, 1V, 40.

249 |pid. 42-43.

241 Margerethe Turnowsky-Pinner, “A student’s frienigstvith Ernst Toller” in:Leo Baeck Institute
Year Book15 (1970) 214.

242 Toller, GW, IV, 43-44; Richard Dove writes that he also wentNorthern ltaly, but — as for as |
know — this is not based on Toller's own recor@®: DoveHe was a Germarl7.

>3 |pid. 44-45.

244 Toller’s flirt with the Foreign Legion was not ummmon at the time: as it appealed to adventure, it
exerted a magical attraction to many adolescentyandg bourgeois men, including the then eighteen
year old Ernst Jinger (1895-2002) and Carl Zuckm#$896-1977). In Toller's case | wondered
whether this flirt was truth or rather a restrogpecself-stylation in which he wanted to illuseahe
search for adventure typical of youth, see: FrammrBer,Ernst Jinger(Berlin, 1967) 15; Martin
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Cult of the Virgin Mary?* It is tempting to see this preoccupation with sigenbol of
Mary in the context of Toller’s struggle with hisother’'s values around that time, and
perhaps even to detect in it an expression oftliscenscious needs f@emeinschafin
terms of a mother-child bond.

It was around this time, too, that the politiclinate in Europe was subject to
drastic change. The bullet that killed the Austianhduke and successor to the throne,
Franz Ferdinand von Habsburg-Lotharingen (1863-) @t his wife, Countess Sophie
Chotek (1868-1914), on 28 June 1914 in Sarajevitedahe threat of war. The assassin,
Gavrilo Princip (1894/5-1918), was a Bosnian Setiwhad acted on behalf of the
secret Serbian nationalist society of Tf®na Rukaor Black Hand. Since the end of the
nineteenth century the Austrian monarchy had sedfevith nationality problems, but
this time things were different. As the Black Hamad ties to the leadership of the
Serbian military intelligence, suspicions increasiegt the murder was intended as an
assault from the Serbian government.

Hurt in their dynastic honour, the Austrians warti hit back hard and teach the
Serbs, the symbol of anti-Austrian obstinacy, adas Hence they sought contact with
Germany, with whom they had had an alliance si®8¥1*® This alliance, the so called
Dreibundor Triple Alliance, of which Italy also became &mber, was the counterpart
of the above mentioned anti-German Triple Entedte12 July the Austrians discussed
an ultimatum with Germany in secret. Although Gemgnavas not contractually bound
by the Alliance to give Austria unconditional suppm case of an eventual Serbian
attack, the small coterie of high-level politicaldamilitary advisors around Wilhelm I
nonetheless gave a “blank check” which promisedonditional support’’ Like
Austria, Germany accepted war as a means to sighardhtic matters and counted with

the possibility of a ‘localised war’ to enforce itglace in the sun” on the European

Meyer, Ernst JingeMunich, 1990) 11; Zuckmaye§tuck 222; Toller,GW, 1V, 45-46.

245 Toller wrote various poems about “Mary” in his yger years which are undated, although they seem
to have been written in Grenoble and World Warohfr1914 to 1919. Jordan interpretates “Mary” as
Maria Grof3, but this seems rather unconvincing, laécause | have already indicated that Maria @3
possibly a pseudonym.

4% Richard C. Hall, “Serbia” in: Richard F. Hamiltamd Holger H. Herwig (ed.J;he Origins of World
War | (Cambridge, 2003) 92-111, here 95-96, 101-102;1108 on dynastic honour as motivation: Alan
Sked,Decline of the Habsburg Empir256; on revenge that led to a ‘conscious andutatied’ design
for war, see: Tunstall, “Austria-Hungary” in: Hatoih and Herwig (eds.Qrigins of World War | 112-
149, esp. 131-132, 143; on the alience, see: Fidg8 and Roger Bullehe Great Powers and the
European States System, 1815-164dw York, 1992) 142-189.

47 The agreements obliged Germany to react in casanoéttack on Austria, but did not oblige
Germany to unconditionally give a “blank check’ttee Austrians, see: Hamilton and Herwig, “World
Wars: Definitions and Causes” in: Ibi@rigins of World War,|17.
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political stage. There was no well-coordinated steategy on the side of the Germans,
except for a 1905 plan by the late General Alfredf@on Schlieffen (1833-1913) that
suggested that all forces in case of a war shooittentrate on a rapid and massive
attack on France before it would shift to othenfsp but the German “check” gave the
Austrians enough support to increase their pressuthe Serb&’®

On 23 July Austria presented its ultimatum to #erdfemanding amongst other
things a share in the trial and punishment of tfiender of the assassination, as it
formally held Serbia responsible for the murderfoBe the ultimatum would finish,
however, on 25 July, Vienna received a hardly §atig answer. The Serbs did not opt
for a war with Austria and accepted most of its deds, but could not possibly accept
them all. Austria now mobilized her troops for dtaek. Russia, which had enjoyed
strained relations with the Austrians since thedteidof the nineteenth century, now
hastened to the rescue of its Serbian ally, evengtn it was formally not obliged to do
so. In secret Tsar Nicolas Il began to mobilize thimps in an attempt to answer an
eventual attack, which meant that an Austrian lattecSerbia now carried the risk of a
bigger, Russian-Austrian war. On 28 July Austrielaled war on Serbia. Two days later
the Russians openly started to mobilize. Subjesetboverestimation and a politics of
naivety and bluff, Austria’s ally, Germany, dematid® immediate halt of the Russian
mobilization on 31 July, threatening a so calledfédisive war” Yerteidigungskriepto
put the Russians in their place. Seeking to cobalence an increase of Austrian
influence on the Balkans, however, the Russiangréghthis threat and continued their
mobilization with the risk of a much greater \f&t At this point anti-war protests were

organised in Germany and France. Toller recordshisaeye fell on a poster from the

28 Craig, Germany 345; Holger H. Herwig, “Germany” in: Hamilton akterwig (ed.)Origins of World
War |, 150-187 (including the notion of the small numbédecision makers); on the small number of
‘decision’-makers and the notion of calculatiompulgh not rational and free from emotions, see also:
Richard F. Hamilton and Holger H. Herwig, “World ¥8aDefinitions and Causes” in: lbid. 1-44, esp- 10
16; on localised war, see: Michael Howard, “Eurapethe Eve of the First World War” in: M.C.
Brands etc.De Veiligheid van Europa. Aspecten van de Ontwikgelan het Europese Statenbestel
(Rijswijk, 1991) 153; Tunstall, “Austria-Hungaryhi Hamilton and Herwig (edsQrigins of World War

I, esp. 145, 149; with respect to this openness do as a means to solve diplomatic problems,
Wolfgang Mommsen once argued that war was evemdedas an “inevitable” means in German military
circles from 1912 onwards, see: Wolfgang Momms&he‘Topos of Inevitable War in Germany in the
Decade before 1914’ in: Volker R. Berghahn and Mafitchen (eds.)Germany in the Age of Total
War (London, 1981) 23-46.

249 For the Serbian and Austro-Hungarian context, ki, “Serbia” in: Hamilton and Herwig (ed.),
Origins of World War |92-111 and Graydon A. Tunstall, Jr, “Austria-Hang in: ibid. 112-149, here
esp 112.
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local Socialists in Grenoble which called upon Eremorkers to demonstrate against
war. Curious, Toller attended that meetid.

Although the news from the press was not very ho@e that time, Toller took
up the plan to move to Paris. As the universitienoble had come to an end in late
July, he hoped to take a French course at the 8ne38' He also made plans to go to
London for the next semest&f.As there was lots of talk about war, however, irst f
paid a visit to the German consul in Lyon on 3lyJli order to assure himself of the
safety of his trip to Paris, he asked the consuéthir war was imminent, but the
latter did not see any threat and advised him &ea@avith his plans. A few hours
later, however, the news came in that Germany ledaced a “state of imminent
danger of war?>?

On 1 August 1914 the German Chancellor, Theobaid Bethmann Hollweg
(1865-1921), pushed by the military commaéritideclared war on Russia. As France
was a Russian ally, he also delivered an ultimatufrance. Triggered by the German
actions, French nationalism reached new heightterTwegan to feel uncomfortable and
now decided to leave France. On 3 August he wethietdrain station to search of a train
that would bring him back to Germany. As he hadjdtten to take his suitcas€, he
must have set of in a stroke of panic. At the atiakie was told that a train would leave
for Germany at 2 a.m. (4 August), and while he @dhfor that train to arrive in a nearby
café that evening, everyone spoke of war. The Rreational anthem, thdarseillaise
was repeatedly sung. Then a sergeant brought the that Germany had declared war
on France. After a moment of silence, patrioticd@iiook the French into its grip and the
Marseillaise was sung again, increasing Toller's now despevash to leave for
Germany?*°

Joined by many other Germans who wished to flaads, Toller managed to get

his train. It was only twenty kilometres to the Ssvborder, he records, but the ride took

20 Toller, GW, IV, 47; on the anti-war strikes, see: Holger Herilig, The First World War: Germany
and Austria-Hungary 1914-191@.ondon, 1997) 33-37: on curiosity, see: Verh&gpirit of 1914,
Chapter 1.

> Toller, GW, IV, 47.

22 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1Bsychiatrisches Gutachten tber Ernst Toller.

253 Toller writes “state of war” Kriegzustandl, but the formal declaration was “state of immanen
danger of war” Kriegsgefahrzustarjdsee: TollerGW, IV, 47; Herwig, “Germany” inOrigins, 174.

%4 Herwig, “Germany” inOrigins, 173-185.

%5 Toller's third wife, Christiane Grautoff (1917-14)7 records that Toller forgot his suitcase asraa $o
quickly into the war”, but Toller did not leave Rz to go off to war, but to escape war, see: @ffut
Die Géttin und ihr SozialisB88.

**Toller,GW, IV, 47-49.
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almost twenty-four hours. As one of the last trdoefore the French closed their border,
the train reached Genf in Switzerland. Now a fegtifirelief lifted all tensions and fears
of the previous weeks, so that the passengenstieleach others arms and sung the song
that united them mosBeutschland, Deutschland tiber Alfé5 United by a sense of
“shared fate” (Jeffrey Verhey), Toller experiencad'mystical unification” (Gertrud
Baumler) with the German motherland and its pe@idehe had never experienced
before?® It was a genuine sensation of liberty and persoetsitth through spiritual
community.

That same day, German troops marched into Belgmywenly infringing its
neutrality which had been safeguarded by the iatemal treaty at the Congres of
Vienna (1815). Great Britain, cherishing that nalitiyr for safety reasons, felt threatened
by this offence, and now also rallied around itesilof theTriple Ententeand declared

war on Germany. With that a European war had tuimech reality in less than a week.

257 (i

Ibid. 49.
28 Gertrud Baumler, quoted from: Lernétysterical Men 51; FrevertWomen in German Historyl52;
on “shared fate”, see: Verheypirit of 1914 74-75.
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PART I

THE LONELINESS OF WAR
[1914-1916]

FRIEDRICH: Nun kommt Befreiung aus dumpfer qualeriglege. Oh, der Kampf wird uns alle
einen... Die grolRe Zeit wird uns alle zu GroRenagem.. Auferstehen wird der Geist, alle
Kleinlichkeiten wird er zerstoren, alle lacherlichéunstlichen Schranken niederreif3en ... sich
wieder offenbaren in seiner unendlichen Schdnhaind mir — mir bringt diese Stunde

besonderes Geschenk...

ERNSTTOLLER, Die Wandlung
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Volunteer for War: Sacrifice for the Fatherland,
Rebirth through the ‘Motherland’
[1914-1915]

Apocalypse 1914

The train that had brought Toller and his comptgtnieto safety continued from Genf to
Lindau in the German federal state of Bavaria, agbss the Swiss border. Once it
arrived, all passengers had to alight. Now theyewgaced on different trains with
unknown destinations, although one knew that “iulddbe a German towrf®® Here
Toller read German newspapers for the first timmeesithe outbreak of the war. To
strengthen the notion that Germany was fightingdafénsive war”, the German
government had published a report on the previaus tat French airplanes had
bombed a railway between Karlsruhe and Nuremburgacusation which was also
included in the German letter to France declariag on that very same day. The report
was almost unanimously taken up by the German piss that Toller to his surprise
now read that Bavaria had been attacked by Fremngtarges. Conscious of the
contradiction with the news in France, he was rfweiess trusting, and believed, as most
other Germans at the time, the distributed nfés.

Shortly after, when the train had set off for Mim{which at the time Toller did
not know), he received postcards at the traincstatwhere the train stopped. They
showed the picture of the Emperor and the textiofchll for aBurgfriedenor “civic

truce”, which had been declared by him on that \&agne day. Intended to gain the

> Toller, GW, 1V, 50.

280 \v/erhey,Spirit of 1914 77.

61 Toller, GW, 1V, 50; on the Bavarian press which distributbdttnews (including thayerische
Staatszeitung see: Benjamin Ziemanfyont und Heimat. Landliche Kriegserfahrungen indlgthen
Bayern, 1914-1928Essen, 1997) 52; on faith in the official newse slso: Zuckmaye&tuck 242; on
the centrality of the trains and train stationdtes setting of many conversations about the waritsnd
news, see: Eric J. Leeldp Man's Land: Combat and Identity in World W&€bmbridge, 1979) 50.
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support of the nation, and especially of the SPv{mse support of the war in the vote
in parliament that day the Emporer was not cerfdmhe had declared that Germany
now no longer knew any parties, but only Germahad‘longer recognize any parties, |
recognize only Germans®® Within hours, Jeffrey Verhey writes, newspapers
proclaimed these words in their headlines. Posscasth the picture of the Kaiser and
these words were rapidly distributed throughoutn@ery, where the idea of a civic truce
turned into an essential part of the so calledd®def 1914” that were propagated by
Germany’s intellectual and artistic elff€. Toller recalls the great impression these lines
made on him: “The Emperor no longer recognizesgsrhere it is written in black and
white, the country knows no longer races, one dinspaak one language, one and all
defend one mother: Germarff®

Calling for an end to anti-Semitism, tBargfriedenundoubtly struck a sensitive
part of Toller's mind, but there is no reason tdidwe that he was blinded by these
words?®® In fact, in his autobiography he records how theai of a unified Germany
was contradicted by his immediate experiences afeaity where rumours and
sensationalist fantasies strengthened distrust g German passengers of his train.
Posters, which must have hung at train stationspedathe passengers for spies (“Be
aware of Spies!”) and to be careful in discussionpublic, as there were traitors and
internal enemies present. The country was overioyeldussian and French saboteurs, a
rumour that had been formally unleashed by the skatt that was now accepted by the
press and the population at laf§é.Newspapers, predominantly conservative and

national-liberal at this time (for the Socialistilgavorwarts— or: Forwards — had not

52 Craig,Germany, 1866-194339; VerheySpirit of 1914 137, 156-173.

3 Toller, GW, IV, 50.

%54 \/erhey,Spirit of 1914 136.

> Toller, GW, 1V, 50.

%6 Sensitivity to theBurgfriedenwas not strange to Jews in Imperial Germany, wsideding it in
terms of hope for an end to anti-Semitism, see:l Faedlander, “Politische Verédnderungen der
Kriegszeit und ihre Auswirkungen auf die JudenffageWerner E. Mosse and Arnold Paucker (eds.),
Deutsches Judentum in Krieg und Revolution 191&1@2ibingen, 1971) 30; Jehuda Reinharz,
Fatherland or Promised Land. The Dilemma of the iGam Jew, 1893-191@Jniversity of Michigan
Press, 1975); George L. Mossehe Jews and the German War Experience, 1914-{9&8& York,
1977); more recent, stressing the role of plight aantesting the previously widely held assumption
among historians that Jews became fierce patriots@nsequence of the impact of Begfrieden is
Ulrich Sieg’sJudische Intellektuelle im Ersten Weltkrieg. Krieshrungen, weltanschauliche Debatten
und kulturelle Neuentwirf@Berlin, 2001); my findings about Toller correspaiadSieg’s argumentation
that does not exclude the impact of Bwggfriedenbut rejects ist central role as motivation to gipl war

— this view opposes general understanding of Tslegpplication, most clearly expressed by Doveis h
He was a Germar0-21.
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been allowed to be sold at train stations up to Atigust)?®® exploited this
sensationalism to gain the strength of the n&fidin Fulda the son of a forester was
said to have been tried because he had acceptsthRusoney to blow up a bridge.

In Munich, according to what the German writer grtdlologist Victor Klemperer
(1881-1960) was told, a Russian spy disguised wsraan had been arreste¢d.The
longer the train ride lasted, Toller writes, theajer the distrust among the people — a
distrust which he also began to experience towarddmpatriots.

Late that night, Toller arrived in Munich. In th@in he had already decided not
to go home first, but to seek a hotel and to vaenfor war the next morning, which
was 5 August/? He applied for service with the infantry and tlaeairy, but against the
background of the enormous influx of volunteersats decided that no further names be
accepted’®

Later that day, Toller walked through the stregtdMunich and witnessed a
further increase of the national spy fever. He gmpular beatings of two women
accused of speaking in French. In German theytkaicthey were not French, but they
were beaten until their faces bled and the crowsl efeased away by the police. Then,
Toller sat down on a bench in the English Gardee,ark on the south-side park of
town. Here a man next to him spotted the namehhat's French manufacturer from
Lyon, clearly written on its lining. Aware of whtte man had seen, Toller took off his
hat and decided to leave the park. But the maregadha crowd which flocked behind
Toller. As Toller well remembered the fate of thmae mentioned women, he decided
to approach a policeman and showed him his passmorfirming that he was not a
Frenchman. It was shown to the people that nowchatpletely surrounded Toller, after

which they left, “unwilling and swearing”*

%7 Toller, GW, 1V, 51; on spy fever, see also: Verh&pirit of 1914 84; Bernd Ulrich and Benjamin
Ziemann (eds.)Frontalltag im Ersten Weltkrieg: Wahn und Wirkligik(Frankfurt am Main, 1994)
29; Zuckmayerstuck 241.

28 \serhey, Spirit of 1914 147; on the ideological non-neutral charactenefispapers in Germany: see
also Volker R. Berghahnimperial Germany 1971-1914: Economy, Society, Celtand Politics
(Providence and Oxford, 1994), 187-188.

259 erhey,Spirit of 1914 75.

270 Arthur Kutscher Kriegstagebuch. Namur — St. Quetin — Petit MorifReims — Winterschlacht in
der ChampagnéMunich, 1915) I, 6.

2" KlempererCV, II, 180.

"2 Toller, GW, IV, 51.

213 victor Klemperer writes that an acquaintance af,hivorking in the War Ministry, told him that the
army had to close the selection on 6 August foreth@mous run on voluntary war service in Munich,
and thus not yet on 5 August, so that we shoulderolude that Toller was rejected for other reasons
see: KlempereiCV, Il, 183.

" Toller,GW, IV, 51-52.
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Such incidents notwithstanding, Toller stuck t® Wwish to sign up. On 6 August
he therefore volunteered with the First BavariarotFArtillery Regiment Erstes
bayerisches FuRartillerieregimdnthich was a heavy artillery regimefit. There was
doubt, apparently about his physical strength {@ast Toller must have interpreted that
doubt in such term$)? but after strong insistence he was admitted: ‘fié morning |
report myself to the artillery, where the doctoammnes me, and shakes his head; | am
afraid that | will not be accepted; | tell him thahat he sees about my strength and
health is not what it seems; | am strong and hgalthave to be accepted, | want to go
to war; The doctor smiles, | am acceptéd.Equating a healthy body with a healthy
mind (reflecting much of the contemporary notionsowt healthf® willpower
convinced the doctor of Toller's ‘health’. Tolleras proud, and his self-esteem
increased: “The old worn out uniform flutters ardumy limbs, and my boots are too
tight and my feet hurt, but I am proud; | finallgnaa soldier, accepted among the ranks
of the fatherland’s defenders.”

In the past scholars of Toller have often expladihés choice to volunteer in
terms of enthusiasm for war, but there is no ewsddhat supports that hypothesis. We
have already seen that Toller in Grenoble did mgglaly enthusiasm about the coming
of World War 1, but rather concern. Excitement abthe situation exploded into
feelings of communal idealism when he arrived init&mand, but this does imply
enthusiasm for the war. These sentiments correggotadthose of the large majority of
people in Germany. In his excellent study on thmritsof 1914’ Jeffrey Verhey has
shown that very few people in Germany during thstfwar days actually felt
enthusiasm about the war. The overall sphere, ltesywiwas one of a common shared
fate that necessitated support for war; in the biehef that Germany had been attacked,
one showed a “grim determination” to do one’s dutjis “determination”, then, had
little to do with nationalist or brotherly sentimghoth press and propaganda appealed

to one’s inner code and notions of duty rather tloatine harmony of the natiéh’ As

275 HStA Munich, 1V, Kriegsstammrol(KrStR) 15367 Ersatzbattalion des . FuRartillerieregimént
book I, no. 525 (Toller); TolleiGW, IV, 239.

%% Richard Dove suggests that Toller’s fear for rigecwas related to his illness and supposed dperat
in childhood, but it seems more likely that it veasiply the result of his knowledge that his weaksital
constitution might obstruct his desperate wishagaért of the hotbed of the moment, see: Déleewas a
German 19.

2" Toller, GW, IV, 52.

"8 George L. MosseThe Image of Man. The Creation of Modern Masculifilew York; Oxford,
1996), esp. 57, 59-60.

279 On “grim determination” and war as “shared fatatimecessity, see: Verhe§pirit of 1914 26-47,
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the war veteran and writer Carl Zuckmayer recondki$ autobiographyAls war’s ein
Stuck von mifAs if it were a Piece of Myself, 1966), the oulenaood during these days
was to the hand of fate; to try to avoid that “faseemed simply “inhumané®
Educated in bourgeois principles of honour, pasmtand romantic warfare, Toller
shared that mentality and human idealism: sincerefywinced of a defensive war, the
fate of the country necessitated loyalty to theseaand thus he felt the moral duty to
volunteer for waf®*

True, many intellectuals glorified the war immedig after its outbreak in terms
of higher national ideals (and thus introjecting itheal of theBurgfriedenin their works
and public speeches during these first war days)Tbller had little time to take notice
of these publications before his application. Hpligd almost immediately upon his
arrival in Munich, and he seems to have made thaice alreadyeforehe got off the
train. It was onlyafter his application for war that the “ideas of 1914g@an to play a
role, especially under the impact of the war exgrese itself as a means to counter its
horrors.

This is not to say, however, that the war did aygteal to deeper, psycho-social
needs. In fact, Toller displayed a deep urge tpareof the hotbed, which is evident not
only in the above mentioned anecdote of his apmicabut also in his desperate need to
express national commitment. In a psychiatric repom April 1918, by Ernst Rudin
(1874-1952), a Swiss-born nationalist psychiasimsd eugenist from the academic clinic

of Munich, records that it was apparently a “mati€icourse to him” “to rush to the
colours to prove as a Jew that he felt Gerni&nAlthough Riidin’s report needs to be
treated with caution, the statement nonethelesass&econfirm Toller's wish to be part
of larger German community, although it is uncleavhat way this relates to his Jewish
identity. Scholars of Toller often stress in hiplagation the centrality of overcoming his
Jewish identity, but Ridin’s statement seems teakmore about the harmony than the
‘antithesis’ of Jewish identity anbDeutschtumMoreover, Toller applied for war while
registering himself as “without confession” as wélf course, it is tempting to believe

that the war thus stimulated his ‘denial’ of Jewidntity, but we have also seen that he

53, 55, 74-75, 118-119.

280 Zuckmayer Stuck 238.

81 The call to duty in Toller's case worked becausappealed to already present sentiments of duty;
on a similar ‘mechanism’ of the mind in the casepadpaganda, see: Klaus Vondung, “Propaganda
oder Sinndeutung?” in: Ibid. (edriegserlebnis. Der Erste Weltkrieg in der literschen Gestaltung und
symbolischen Deutung der Nation@uttingen, 1980) 16.

282 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1Bsychiatrisches Gutachten iiber Ernst Taller
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already experienced greater distance from theli$tteeligion of his mother in France,
so that it is unclear whether this rejection ofalsih was due to the 1914 apocalyfSe.
In general it seems safe to state that Toller'nige of duty to volunteer joined hands
with a silent hope to transcend the spiritual dotsflof his pre-war life: war gave him a
destiny; he seems to have hoped that this destoufdrovercome the past as a whole,
and not just his Jewish identity. In this lightetth Toller’s ‘choice’ not to go home first
after his arrival in Munich can perhaps be reac asibconscious act of his desperate
wish to transcend the ‘home’ of the past, and tisstute it with the ideal of a new one:
Germany’®

In Die WandlungToller gave expression to this hope behind hisifsgefor the
fatherland. Immediately upon hearing the news of, Waedrich realises that he can
finally do his bit and thereby prove that he wag @ the ‘them’, e.g. the Germans:
“Now | can do my duty”, he exclaims, “now | can pecthat | belong to them — Now |

can prove it, prove it

283 Catherine Mazellier-Griinbeck falsely writes thail@r was registered “without confession” for the
first time after the Council Republic, see her Théatre Expressioniste et le Sa@@; Hempel-Ktter
and Muller only point to registration “without ca¥sion” in a report of the Imperial Court in Leipzi
from April 1918, see: Hempel-Kiter/Miiller, “Tollein: Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessel,
relying on: BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ngeschuldigten-Vernehmung in der
Voruntersuchung gegen Kurt Eisner und Genossen nwagesuchten Landesverrats, 18.4.1918
(Abschrift).

84 Toller does not recall at all whether he inforntéd mother or asked her permission; in fact, he
gives the impression that he made the choice torweér completely alone. Yet this choice in Germany
was often made in agreement with parents. It dédrto long discussions before children could aderr
their parents’ preference; several parents refusedmany gave in when they realised that theildom
truly believed in the cause. Parents were notfierdift to the fate of their children; the imagecofing
mothers is a recurring theme in literature. In ampp“Soldatenabschied” (1914), the volunteer Hehnri
Lersch wrote: Lass mich gehn, Mutter, las mich gehn! All das erikann uns nichts mehr nitzen,
denn wir gehn, das Vaterland schitZerdimilar emotions of a crying mother we find inlfied
Lichtenstein’s “Abschied” (1914), written shorthetore its author fell: Was liegt an mir. Ich gehe
gerne ein. Die Mutter weint. Man muss aus Eisen.’s€uoted from: Patrick Bridgewatefhe German
Poets of the First World WafLondon, Sydney, 1985) 65, 123; see also: MoBa#len Soldiers 64;
Regina Schulte, “Kathe Kollwitz’ Opfer” in: lbid.e@.), Die Verkehrte Welt des Krieges. Studien zu
Geschlecht, Religion und TagFrankfurt am Main, 1998); NoacKjiinger Zuckmayer,Stuck 233.
Note: Though Toller sees the war as a necessapnsefagainst hostile foreign threat, he does not
mention the specific ‘barbarian’ threat of the Rass that gave many German Jews (due to pogroms
against the Jews in Russia before World War 1), espkcially Zionist and Orthodox ones, a stimulus
for loyalty to the German war. This absence of asade against ‘tyrannical’ Russia confirms that
Toller primarily sought identification with Germamgther than some intra-Jewish or supra-national
Jewish bond. On Jews and the threat from barb&issia, see: Reinhargatherland or Promised
Land Breuer, Judische Orthodoxje342-350; Erich FrommPBeyond the Chains of lllusiorMy
Encounter with Marx and FreudNew York, 1990) 7; see also: Christhard HoffmatBetween
Integration and Rejection: the Jewish Communit@Garmany, 1914-1918" in: John Horne (e&jate,
Society and Mobilization in Europe during the Fivgbrld War(Cambridge, 1997) 93.
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German Soldier, German Hero (1914-1915)

On 9 August 1914 Toller joined his regiment for ditary training of a week in the
small town of Milkertshofen, north of Muni¢f® Interestingly enough, he decided to
matriculate at the University of Munich for the opung semester shortly before that
leave. In line with the Emperor’s promise and thevpiling mood in Germany he must
have believed war would be short and thus to teatduld be back in Munich for study
“before the leaves would fall’, as Wilhelm Il hats@ literally promised his population
at the outbreak of waf’ This optimism was further nurtured during his taily training

in Milkertshofen, where he not only learned “howeal man had to stand still and how
he had to move”, but also about the continuous @ersaccesses in war. New victories
were announced two or three times a day, stimgldtia impatience to join the war as
quickly as possible and ‘before it would be 0" When Toller took his oath of
allegiance on the local church square, the fatharfellow recruit was present, and later
described him as a “pale, almost boyish man... a stpdather shy persoA® This
father was Ludwig Gurlit (not to be confused wikte tequally named pedagogue and
ideologist of the SteglitzaVandervoggl we cannot exclude the possibility that his son
was Helmuth Gurlit, a student who two years latdohged to th&Verkschaya Munich
literary circle that maintained contact with Tolkrough various members during the
spring of 1917 (see chapter 6).

On 16 August the troops marched for war, saluged/éamen and children who
threw “love gifts”, including chocolate and flower® Stimulated by the news of
continuous German victories such farewell paragiesed into public festivities since the
middle of August indee®?* further sustaining Toller's pride in being amorie t

“defenders of the fatherland”.

% Toller, GW, Il, 20-21.

28 HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/525; “Protocol” ifoller, GW, 1V, 239.

287 zahlkarte Ernst Hugo TollefWintersemester 1917/18 Universitét Heidelberg)Bithenlaub Toller,
284; Hempel-Kiter/Mdiller, “Toller” inLiteratur, Politik und soziale Prozessgs, footnote 42: Toller
was registered as taken “into the army” from 16 ésigl914 to 28 November 1916, which means that
Toller must have matriculated himself before 16 ¥atdl914; as he was then outside Munich for aanlit
training since 9 August 1914, he must have mattedl before this date.

28 Toller, GW, IV, 52-3; see also: Verhegpirit, 102.

89 professor Ludwig Gurlitt, quoted from Dov@&pller, 21, relying on Gurlitt's article inlunge
Menschenrl, 24 (1921).

29 HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/525; TolleGW, IV, 53; Zuckmayer recalls a similar throwing of
“love gifts” when leaving for warStuck 250.

21 verhey,Spirit of 1914 78, 102.
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Toller's regiment left by train, a journey thabkodays and which led to a then
still “unknown destination®®? When it stopped at a station, Toller for the finste saw
wounded soldiers on a parallel railway track. Timage of blood stained cloths, a leg
that was shot off, and a face that looked at hitin vihollow eyes” caused fear for his
upcoming experience in war, but he sought to siggpieat fear by focussing on his new
‘mother’: “| am afraid, | do not want to be afraiddo not want to become weak, for
what are we?; | think of German$®® This attachment to national idealism as a means to
gain moral strength further increased when then tcaossed the Rhine river, in the
middle of the night, and thus the former Germameéineborder, bringing war frightfully
close. In order to counter their fears, Toller resothat the soldiers enacted ‘heroic’,
masculine behaviour through songs, reviving thetiesisfraternal feelings that Toller
had experienced two weeks earlier in Genf and wimtixicated his mind amidst these
soldiers in the train: ‘The cadets draw their svgdim their sheaths, “attention!” one
screams, another sinBge Wacht am Rhei(The Watch at the Rhine), we sing, and with
us threateningly our rifles. Yes, we are livingaistate of emotional delirium. The words
Germany, Fatherland and War exert magical powenwie pronounce them; they do
not vanish but float in the air, circle around ttsehaes, and brighten both these worlds
themselves and u&’*

Toller's regiment was encamped near the westemt fines, in a small town
called Bellheinf™ close to the settlement Germersheim in the PatatitRhineland-
Pfalz), in the vicinity of Strasbourg, where seVelecades earlier thdarseillaisehad
been composed. It took up positions far behindftvet and its soldiers slept, Toller
records, in “the storage accommodation of a chdrfactory”; withheld from the front,
they were further trained with useless exercisatsthey did not complain. We know too
little about Toller’s regiment and their sociaklifo give a consistent picture, but Richard
Dove writes: “Among those serving in Toller’'s regim was the young bookseller and

publisher Heinrich F.S. Bachmair, who had alreadplished the early poems of the

%2 Toller, GW, IV, 53.

293 |bid.; on singing in war, see: George L. MosseyrtZzdeutschen Soldatenlied” in: Vondung (ed.),
Kriegserlebnis esp. 332; Zuckmayegtuck 244-245, 251, recalling that his “generation’attlis, the
‘generation of 1914’, to which Toller also belongsntinuously sang songs that dealt with sacrifice,
death, fall, and gave expression to their romaaiticude to life. Though Zuckmayer romanticises the
naivity of his “generation”, there is an elementtmith in his claim that these songs reflected moich
the atmosphere and state of mind of a generatatrdii not know about the reality of war yet.

2% Toller, GW, IV, 53; on war as an emotional deliriufRausch, see also: Ernst Jiingém Stahlgewittern
(Stuttgart, 1978) 7.

#*Toller,GW, IV, 53.
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Expressionist poet J(ohannes) R. Becher. The two met at the end of 1914: four
years later Toller would appoint Bachmair as conuearof the local Red Army’'s
artillery in Dachau %

Before that time, however, the situation at tleatfhad radically changed. There
had been victories in the first weeks of the wat,flom the start the war did not proceed
as planned. Obstructing the idea of a quick andilmelar, orBlitzkrieg the Germans
received harsh opposition in the west, from thegidek. At the same time, in the very
first week, they were pushed back by the Russiatignatheir own national borders.
Contrary to the idea of a war that essentially ttate fought in the west, the military
command was now forced by this unexpected setlmatk its focus from the western
to the eastern front, so that the French were t@ble-group. Although the Germans
were able to maintain their positions in the etst, march in the west ran aground.
During the notorious battle at the Marne River frérantil 9 September 1914, France
was able to push Germany back beyond the rivereAisnthe Champagne, between
Compiégne and Verduii’ To save what could be saved, the German troopsbegan
to entrench themselves, with the French and thasBr+ stationed further north —
following their example. The result was the emeogeof a trench system that ran along
the whole western front line, from the North Sea, Belgium and France, to the Swiss
border:®®

After these German setbacks in France, Generah Boon Falkenhayn (1861-
1922) replaced Helmuth von Moltke (1848-1916) as@erman Supreme Commander.
The new commander wanted to force the situatidgheatvestern front and strove for a
victorious battle in Flanders, but his actions dguailed, due to heavy opposition of
the allies and to a lack of German munitions. Vatkénheyn, then, who continued to
look for a victory in the west (in line with the Ydchlieffen Plan), tried to force that
victory with the aid of young reserve-units to lirélae hostile lines. The result was the
notorious battle at the Langemarck from 10-18 Ndven914°° In spite of official
statements that this battle was a success, it nvesality a tremendous failure, costing
some 145,000 lives and with no advance at all.ifvgave rise to a legend of a heroic

battle in which thousands of young and untrainddnteers had marched to their deaths

2% Dove,He was a Germar21.

29 Craig,Germany, 1866-194343-344.

2% On the trench system, see: Tony AshwoFilench Warfare 1914-1918. The Live and Let LiveeBys
(London, 1980) here 3-4.

99 Craig,Germany, 1866-194346-347.
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while singing heroicallypeutschland, Deutschland tiber AlR8&1t found fruitful soil in
the homeland, where it was spread throughout thmtop by newspapers and other
publications. Contrary to the front soldier who wnabout the war, the German people,
and especially its academic and cultural elite, mase open to the glorification of war
and its myth of an heroic youth, culminating in thell-known 1916 publication of war
letters from German students by the German writer ldgerary critic Philipp Witkop
(1889-1942)°*

Excluded from active front service, Toller waseatdd uphold similar notions of
war and youth during the winter of 1914/15. We oaly guess at the works he read,
although we can be sure that he found enough timmeatd literature. We know that he
was a reader oPer Kunstwartduring the warf*? one of Germany’s most popular
cultural magazines at the time, as we have seenpa® of the main cultural magazines
which propagated the “spirit of 1914” during therwia clung to a cultural nationalism,
rooted in an anti-materialist critique, and wasciy proud of Germany and its cultural
mission, though mostly in alignment with respectdther nations. Probably Toller also
read the war poems of the immensely popular RicBattimel, which glorified sacrifice
through war in terms of a cataclysmic event. OMNaSember 1917 Toller would send a
letter to Dehmel, himself a volunteer at age 51n(19143°%in which he confessed that
Dehmel’s work had “meant inextricably much to m&" That Toller already read his

poems during the winter of 1914/15 is possibly emtdfrom a poem called “Fruhling

39 n reality only 18 percent of the German regiment® fought at the Langemarck were university
students and teachers, whereas most were consangts/olunteers; the battle was not fought at
Langemarck, moreover, but at Bixchote, less Germannding and five kilometres west of
Langemarck, and there are no accounts that réelithey were actually singing tieeutschlandlied
see: George L. MossEallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the Wavlals(New York, 1990), 71-
74; Karl Unruh,Langemarck. Legende und Wirklichk@ftoblenz, 1989); on the reception of the myth,
see also: Huppauf, Bernd, “Langemarck, Verdun &edvyth of aNew Manin Germany after the First
World War” in: War and Society, no.2 (September 1988) 70-103; Ibid, “Schlactmgthen und die
Konstruktion des ‘Neuen Menschen™ in: Gerhard Efifeld, Gerd Krumeich and Irina Renz (eds.),
“Keiner fuhlt sich hier mehr als Mensch...” Erlelsnund Wirkung des Ersten Weltkrieg€sankfurt
a/Main, 1996) 55-59; Gudrun Fiedldygend im Krieg: Birgerliche Jugendbewegung, Ergtettkrieg
und Sozialer Wandel, 1914-19@3ologne, 1989) 48-52.

391 philipp Witkop (ed.)Kriegsbriefe deutscher Student@Botha, 1916), reprinted in 1918 and 1928,
see: bibliography.

%2 Toller, GW, 1V, 67.

%93 On Dehmel's war enthusiam, see: MommsBiirgerliche Kultur und Kiinstlerische Avantgarde
128.

%94 | here rely on DovetHe was a Germar23, 271; the quote comes from an unpublishedrldétom
Toller to Dehmel of November 25, 1917 (Richard-DehrArchive, State and University Library,
Hamburg); see also: Jordaspublished Poetryl0.
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1915” (Spring 1915), dedicated to “R.D. in admuoati (E.D. probably stands for
Richard Dehmel§®

On 31 December Toller's regiment departed for Mieace-Lorraine, which
more than four decades earlier had been taken fhamFrench during the Franco-
Prussian wai® As a consequence of the relatively high degre&refich speaking
citizens and the presence of a rather strong loadlcularism in combination with a
cultivated national and regional sentiment (comipiaravith that of the Poles in Posen),
the population of this region was treated with gaspicion by many Germans and
often regarded as being unreliable in war. EffetyivAlan Kramer writes, the Alsace-
Lorraine was seen as enemy territory and its ptipalas the “enemy within®’ Thus,
Toller's superior, commandeH&uptmani L. Freiherr von Biegeleben (a descendent
from a wellknown German noble family), delivered@eech before they left, warning
his men that the local population could not betéaisand suggesting that they lock the
bedroom door while asleep at nigfit.

Toller's regiment was now stationed directly behthe last front lines, in a
village called Schiltighein®® close to Strasbourg, and the soldiers were dis&ibin
the homes of Alsatian people in the surroundinagés. Toller stayed in a house of a
wife and her daughter whose husbands had beetostma eastern respectively western
front. Clearly heeding the words of his superi@r)dcked his door every night, and slept
with a loaded rifl€'°

Since 3 February 1915 the regiment was officiailed Reserve Battallion of

the First Bavarian Foot Artillery RegimentEratzbataillon des |. bayerisches

%% Dove,He was a Germar271.

3% HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/525; TolleiGW, IV, 54; Toller writes January (which Dove
takes over), but the transfer is formally registeoa 31 December 1914, for Dove, see: Ddve,was

a German 21.

%97 Alan Kramer, YWackesat War: Alsace-Lorraine and the Failure of Gerrhational Mobilisation,
1914-1918” in: Horne (ed.)State, Society and Mobilization in Eurgop#05-106, 112; see also:
Zuckmayer Stuck 248, recalling their treatment as “second ratigems”.

%8 Toller, GW, IV, 54; on the name of the commander, see: Bagken Kriegsarchiv (BKADie K.B.
Schwere Atrtillerie im GroRen Kriege 1914-1918. Nagén amtlichen Kriegstagebiichern und
persénlichen Aufzeichnungen. Bearbeitet von altexfeikamerader{Munich: Verlag Max Schick,
1928); HStA Munich, IV, Ersatzbattalion des I. Fulartillerie-Regimen{&b-I.FaRgt), Bund 1,
7359/1891 Kriegstagebuch 1.1.1915-31.3.191possibly Commander L. Freiherr Von Biegelebehpow
commanded the third battery of the Reserve Battatif the First Bavarian Foot Artillery Regimentrin 2
August 1914 to 22 August 1915, was (the l&@eneralmajoy Ludwig Freiherr von Biegeleben (1849-
1921) from Hessen.

%99 The regiment stayed in Schiltigheim until 15 Sepier 1915, where after it left for Mainz until 5
March 1918 and then for Neu-Ulm until demobilizaticee: BKA (ed.)Die K.B. Schwere Atrtillerie im
Grof3en Kriege 1914-191800.

$%Toller, GW, 1V, 54.
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FuRartillerieregiments®'* It was divided into six batteries of which Tolleas stationed
in number threé*?

In spite of this change, however, little changeghrding the boredom that Toller
had experienced in Bellheim; the troops were tdiibet they were kept away from the
front.>** Nobody knew what was actually happening. The mardfrance had come to
a standstill, but nobody knew why. Newspapers aedntilitary command told nothing
about the lost battle at the Marne in Septembe# 18ttough which the trench system
had thus come about, while at the same time liese wensciously spread by the
propaganda to uphold the morale of the soldierhotigh the war had definitively run
ground by November 1914, the image was upheld Geaimany was on the winning
hand — “nonetheless Paris has not yet fallen; hefess the war goes oft* In a
newspaper article from 1920, Toller later called ibasic failure of the government to
withhold his generation from the truth about the because it had seriously undermined
their faith in that government, forcing an irregdearupture between youth and the
German state as suth.

In the light of this boredom, Toller grew hopelgssnpatient and began to
yearn more and more for the front. He expected nafichis war, but he had not seen
anything of it and was kept away from the fightthe firm belief of the necessity of his
duty, strengthened by romantic ideals of a herac, \we felt the urge to be useful, to
actuallydo his bit.

On 31 March 1915 this urge was satisfied whersjserior, Commander Von
Biegeleben, was in need for three volunteers ferftont and called the men of his
battery togethet® Official records write that he had been requeftethose volunteers
on the previous day by a lieutenant called Rud@lfpbgel (1889), a twenty five year old
Catholic Bavarian and medicine student from Mumidio commanded a small combat

unit near Pont-a-Mousson, close to Metz and theeMoger>!’ Against military codes,

1 Ipid. 55.

312 HStA Munich, 1V, KrStR 15367, 1/525; StA Munichl/1: Polizeidirektion, 15591 (Toller): VI a
432/25,Schreiben an Herrn Landrat Kremmler in Hamm i.Weskd. 5.3.1925

B Toller, GW, IV, 55.

14 bid.

315 _etter “an den herausgeber der zeitung ‘KampfD(n Toller, GW, V, 48-49, here 48.

16 HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/525, 527; KrStR 3&8, 11/578; Toller,GW, IV, 55. Besides
Toller, the Catholic Bavarians Johann Hagemann 41&hd Andreas Bleier (1888) were recruited;
Hagemann was @utler, Bleier a peasant.

%7 In his autobiography Toller records the name “Siggbut this was Rudolph Ernst Wiegel
(“Wiegl”) (1889) from Munich in reality. On Wieged' request, see: HStA Munich, IV, Eb-l.FaRgt, 1,
7359/1891; on Toller's transfer to the “9cm batt#iegl” and Wiegel’'s curriculum, see: HStA Munich,
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Toller openly stepped forward and asked for a fearts the front, even though he was
initially passed over because of his weak physicalstitution: “When one day the
commander looks for three strong people for aiarffrance and passes me over again,
I unmilitarily step forward and volunteer. ‘You amet strong enough, the commander
says.” ‘l am even stronger, | do not stand it hemg more, | want to go in the field”
The sergeantHeldwebe) strikes dumb, the non-commissioned officésateroffizierg
throw angry looks to me; the commander does ndlyrkaow what to do with me; he
hesitates whether he has to punish me, but thes amound and yells at the sergeant:
‘To the front with him!">*® A victory of willpower upon physical weaknesswyias also
a victory of the future upon the past that opeihedvision of community in the realm of
the German mother.

This vision is well expressed in the above memiibpoem, “Frihling 1915”,
where the road to the front is described as a tesacrifice for the fatherland in the

name of this new mother:

In spring | go to war
To sing or to die,
What do | care for my own troubles?

Today | shatter them, laughing, in pieces.

Oh, Brothers, know that young spring came
In a whirlwind.
Quickly throw off tired grief

And follow her in a host.

I have never felt so strongly

How much I love you, Oh, Germany,
As the magic of spring surrounds you
Amidst the bustle of wal?

KA, KrStR 15367, 1/525 resp. Pa 1821 Rudolph Wiegél

8 Toller, GW, IV, 56.

319 For the English translation | draw on: Dove was a Germar271; in German the poem is printed
in: JordanUnpublished Poems
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The Front Experience — Or: The
Loneliness of War
[1915-1916]

Front Soldier at Pont-a-Mousson (March-June 1915)

On 31 March 1915 Toller was transferred by traiMtegel’s artillery unit at Pont-a-
Mousson. In Metz, where the front became audibketriain stopped, and Toller and the
other two soldiers got off. They were presentetiegel’'s combat unit, which was a
heavy artillery firing unit. Although Toller doe®trecord its actual size, these kinds of
units generally existed out of a maximum of terivielve mer?° As it had emerged
sporadically from the immediate needs of the wawas loosely organised within the
larger military hierarchy?*

Toller cherished high expectations and excitenabout life at the front. In his
diary he wrote: “How happy | am to go to the fratlast; to do my bit; to prove with

my life what | think and feel**? But he soon learned that the soldiers of his neiivdid

30 |n his autobiography Toller mentions six namesiet8l” (that is: Wiegel), “Josef’, “Alois”,
“Sebastian” (the oldest man of the unit and a pgatamer from Berchtesgaden), “Sedimeier” (the
assistant of “Siegel”) and “Franz” (a Bavarian paadgarmer or lower class soldier). He also mergtian
cook, but without his name. These names may bentade | found six names of soldiers who fought in
Wiegel's unit; besides Johann Hagemann and AndBégisr, who joined the unit with Tolleron 31
March 1915, these were: the economist Johann Faistener (1893), the blacksmith Johann Frank
(1893) and Johann Hurler (1893); all were consedpsoldiers and Catholic Bavarians from small
town or village communities. An exeption is thetBisoldier, Otto Steiner (1895), the son of a Jewis
merchant from Alt-Ulm (and born in Wirtemburg), wivas both a Jew and volunteer, see: TolRWN,

IV, 59-61; StAM, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/527; KrStR 158611/578, 704, 705, 707.

321 As was common, the unit was named after its corderaand thus known as the “9cm battery Wiegl”.
Shortly beforeToller left the squad in June 1915, this Bavariait was placed under Badean command
and re-organised into, and re-named as, the Bav&aat Artillery Battery 409B RulRartilleriebatterie
409B from 1 September 1915 until somewhere in 191&mihbecame part of the Saxon Foot Atrtillery
Battery 123 FuRartilleriebatterie 12Bthat was founded on 2 August 1915. Sdleersicht der Behorden
und Truppen in der Kriegsformation. Teil 7. FulBketie, Abschnitt ABerlin, 1918) 354-488; Toller,
GW, IV, 63.

322 Toller, GW, V, 9 (introduction); this diary does not exisyamore.
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not share such optimism — on the contrary, scepti@nd mistrust dominated its social
atmosphere.

From the start Toller was an outsider in Wiegelfst, largely composed of
conscripted Catholic soldiers from Bavaria of lowkass and peasant descEntAs he
was formally registered as “without confession? isiolation was less a consequence of
his Jewish background (which still seems to havenl@esecret to the men of his unit at
this time) than of his status as a volunteer angdamis student of Prussian origin. He
not merely spoke with a northern accent, which Isemers often disliked and
mistrusted, but he also had a ‘better’ social ranét held different notions of patriotism
and sacrifice. With one possible exception, nonkisffellow soldiers shared his ideals
of “Germany” and the “Fatherland”, equated with tymois idealism and Prussian
hegemonyThough all these men accepted war as “fate” (atehdh terms of Godly
Providence or natural catastrophe), they were shapetheir own class and localist
interests, and often desired nothing more thartuarréo pre-war realitie¥* For them
Heimatmeant a wife, a piece of land, a job, and in soases childrer?® but for Toller
it meant a new reality breaking with past. At oddih ideals of sacrifice for an abstract
“Fatherland”, Toller’s fellow soldiers saw him as ‘adiot” rather than as a “courageous
warrior” when he joined the unit in March 19%5.In Die Wandlungthis patriotic
scepticism is evinced by the men of Friedrich’s wiio tell him that they do not know a
“Fatherland” at all or share its so called ‘civiiig’ ideals>*’

Toller entered the front at a time when the ihdignamism of war had waned.
Instead of a dynamic battle, then, he found an ibilavar Stellungskriel that was
characterized by stagnation and inertia. As theasdn in the west had run ground, the
western front — with some exceptions in Belgiunthatt time — exclusively aimed to

defend lines that were already in possession, ator¢fal movement had vanished from

323 As footnote 1.

324 On the Bavarian anti-Prussianism and lack of pisrn, see: TolletGW, 1V, 61-62; ZiemannFront
und Heimat265-289; KlempereCV, Il, 167, 366-367, 375; Nikolaus Buschmann, “Derschwiegene
Krieg: Kommunikation zwischen Front und Heimatfrobahd Anne Lipp, “Heimatswahrnehmung und
soldatisches “Kriegserlebnis™ in: Gerhard Hirstthfet al. (eds.)Kriegserfahrungen: Studien zur
Social- und Mentalitatsgeschichte der Ersten Widtk(Essen, 1997) 217 resp. 232; on distrust for
northern accents in Bavaria, see: Alfred Neumelyehter und Schatten. Eine Jugend in Deutschland
(Munich, 1967) 132-133; on war as Godly Provideoceatural catastrophe, see: Buschmann, “Krieg”
in: Hirschfeld (ed.)Kriegserfahrungen220-221; Ziemanrkront und Heimat260-261.

3% Erich Maria Remarqueém Westen Nichts Neu¢$929) 23; most soldiers were young, but half of
the unit’s soldiers already had jobs, see: footdote

32 Toller, GW, IV, 57; on scepticism toward volunteers, see :alseed, No Man’s Land 89;
Zuckmayer Stuck 258-259.

% Toller, GW, 11, 23-24.
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war3?® Although it may have further strengthened Tolldsief in a defensive war, it
also meant that war was extremely boring at tirtreghis war Wiegel’'s soldiers found
time to play cards, whereas Toller may have alsentsgime reading literature and
writing poems*?°

Tony E. Ashworth has described the immobile tremahin terms of a “live and
let live” system that primarily aimed at the minimation of warfare and thus of the risk
of death, discomfort and injury. Though combat askl of death were always present, a
silent truce had emerged between the hostile tribgisleliberately restricted aggressive
activity, that is, on condition that the enemy rigeplithe restraint. The duration of such
“unofficial and illicit truces” varied from a few mutes to several days, weeks or
months, whereas some sectors were quieter thamspthat in all units soldiers
experienced a similar situatidif. As a means to show that a war was still goingooe,
began in Ashworth’s terms to “ritualise” warfare. Toller records that every day at
eleven o’clock, with exact punctuality, the Freriitd a “thousand snap shots” which
were answered one hour later with shots from his awit, but the French did not erase
the German cannons, nor did the German ones tripgeFrench. “(O)ne shoots as a
sign”, Toller writes; “to show that there is stillar, that they on the other side are still
there, and that we are still here”. One grew acenetl to such rituals and felt
uncomfortable when they were broken, as it meaitsbmething was at hand. Waiting
for a hostile attack to come placed great tenspmnuhe ‘nerves’ for one knew that one

328 Ashworth, Trench Warfare 1914-19189-23, 49; orstellungskriegsee also: TolleGW, IV, 207.

329 Scholars of Toller — including Dove and Jordarfteroassume that Toller wrote poems at the front,
which is beyond doubt, but many of the ‘war poethsit are often located by these scholars in war
itself were possibly not written until after thane, especially in 1917, when Toller was able tpress

his feelings better and with greater distance. Wétpect to the literature that Toller read atftbet,

we can only speculate. We have already referredg@oems of Richard Dehmel. Very popular at the
time among soldiers were the poems of Heinrichdreend Karl Broger, which show similar symbolism,
themes and vocabulary to Toller's war poetry, brgd influence cannot be detected. Steven E. Asiainh
writes that the New Testament, GoethEaustand Nietzsche'&arathustracould all count on great
popularity among bourgeois youth at war and expegd an increase in sales during the war. Toller
may have been inspired by these works, but there moof that he actually read them. R. Hintenras
doubts whether Nietzsche was avidly read in warrafativises the importance of Nietzsche: though hi
Zarathustrawas read at the front in 1916, he claims, othénaaa were read as well, including Wilhelm
Bolsche. This may also be true for Toller, who meegers to influence from, or sympathy with, Nithe,
unlike the New Testament and Goethe. See: Dbleewas a GermgnJorden,Unpublished poems
Aschheim,Nietzsche Legacyl35-136; see also: Fiedlelugend im Krieg 60; R. Hinten Thomas,
Nietzsche in German Politics and Society, 1890-1@bford, 1982) 103-104; on the war as a time of
intellectual development and reading, see: Hirsailieide und Demokrafl05; ZuckmayerStuck 283-
288.

330 Ashworth, Trench Warfare 1914-19189-23, esp. 19; Ibid, “The Sociology of Trench Waef’ in:
British Journal of SociologyXIX (December 1968) 407-423; Jay Winter and AnéoProstThe Great
War in History: Debates and Controversies, 1914 Presen{Cambridge, 2005) 93.

%3 Ashworth, Trench Warfare 1914-19189, 101.
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was vulnerable to death when hit by a grenade, thagh most casualties took place
during attacks, and not in the trench, grantindisa protection, as a ‘mother’ shielding
her childrer?

In reaction to these psychological tensions, Talleng to the higher aim of war.
This is clearly evident frorbie Wandlungwhere Friedrich is unable to understand how
his fellow soldiers can live without a “Fatherland¥hich to him is anecessityto
counter the horror of the war without which he vebgb mad®*® Thus patriotic idealism
gained strength by the experience of war, and thasutopianism and ideals of
Gemeinschafequally increased.

In the past intellectual historians have oftenl@red the idealisation of the front
experience and its ideals @emeinschaifin terms of the communal life of soldiers in the
trench itself** but Toller's utopianism was less inspired by tmespnce than by the
absenceof comradeship in the trench. Although a wholegearof experiences
(including: common fear for death, submission tonown discipline, to a limited sex
life and dirty living conditions amidst lice andsgastimulated a certain consciousness of
community in the minds of trench soldiers, it heitel to do with comradeship in terms
of fraternity and recognition. Toller records the found community with the rest
through a common repulsion for the ‘vanity, bumpginess and megalomania’ of their
commander> but this is anything buemeinschafin positive terms. Sincere feelings
of fraternity may have been present at times, ofs® but they are not recorded by
Toller, whose war experiences with the group furthestained rather than eliminated
loneliness at the front.

Instead of comradeship, what dominated daily iifethe trenches was the
struggle to survivé®® One day, when Toller's unit was playing cards, Ehench broke
their silent truce and opened an armed attack,hwivias followed by a two hour fight
with heavy shooting. When the soldiers of Tollerxtsnbat unit did not receive a phone

%2 Toller,GW, IV, 59-60.

333 “How can you live without a Fatherland? Madnessildiaome over me amidst all this horror”, see:
Toller, GW, Il, 23-24.

%34 On this, see amongs others: StrombBeglemption by War.

335 Toller, GW, IV, 61-62; see also: TolleGW, II, 23; on the cleavage and tension between effic
and men, see also: Ziemarkrpnt und Heimat141-157; Zuckmayeftuck 258-261; on lice and rats,
see: TollerGW, 1V, 58; Toller, “Geschitzwache” in: Hiller (edBrosa 440; see also: Fussélhe Great
War, 48-49; on pollution: Leedjjo Man’s Lang 18-19; Remarquém Westen Nichts NeueSince 1913
Wiegel had been appointed to hon-commisioned offarehis academic status and on 15 February 1915 t
lieutenant, see: HStA Munich, IV, Eb-l.FaRgt, 1598891; Pa 1827%ersonalbogen Rudolf Ernst
Wiegeland hisAbgangszeugnis der Koniglichen Kriegs-Schule zudiién, dd. 31.8.1913.
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call from their commander in the observation ptvet, volunteers were needed to reach
that post to see what was wrong. “Josef” and Teltdunteered. As men were expected
to now and then sacrifice themselves for their,tithis was less an act of heroism than
of duty and solidarity toward the group. When thieturned from that mission, and

things had turned to ‘normality’ again, they fouheir fellow soldiers opening presents
that had been sent by the home front as an abedhtter's commitment to and moral

support for the front. As Toller had risked hilifi an act of solidarity, he was deeply
disappointed when he noticed that the others hadvaied for them. It showed that

solidarity was not to be found at the fré#t.

Absence of fraternal sentiment was made evenetldar the return of anti-
Semitism. In his autobiography Toller records aecalote in which he was able to wash
himself after weeks of service at the front. Asvgliing conditions at the front did not
give space for privacy, Toller took a shower in tlearness of his combat unit, naked.
While taking that shower, the oldest and most pioas of the squad, the Catholic
peasant farmer “Sebastian”, started a convers&tioh.rural Bavarian, “Sebastian” not
merely cherished popular Catholic conceptions,heutilso cursed Prussians, whom he
considered to be a greater threat to Bavariantidsethan the French. It was clear that
Toller was a Prussian, so that it may have beetigalg for this reason that “Sebastian”
shared his anti-Prussian frustrations with Tolidrpom he thus considered less a foe than
a fellow soldier — that is: until he noticed thatll€r was naked, Toller writes, and thus
must have seen that he was circumcised. Shockesthutdis eyes, opened them, put his
pipe in his mouth, and while looking away over €08 shoulders into the trees, he said
in Bavarian dialect: “Now one knows why the war hadcome” (etzt woald ma ja,
warum der Krieg hat kemma musgefThe Prussian is washing himself nake@e(
preil3 wascht sich nackadAnd while spit dripped from the corner of his utig, he
cried: “Damned Prussian!Saupreif?), and then lay himself down on the stréaThus

33 On survival at the front, see: Leedp Man’s Land 89; Buschmann, “Krieg” in: Hirschfeld (ed.),
Kriegserfahrungen223.

%7 wilhelm Rees,Mit der schweren Artillerie im Westen: Fir die Rate 1/407 dargestellt
(Remscheid, 1920) 39.

338 Toller, GW, IV, 60; on the lack of camaraderie at the framste also: Zuckmaye§tuck 254-255,
258, where he writes that theft by comrades tahightto be a “mean man” rather than a heroic warrior
at the front; on presents as commitment and supped: Buschmann, “Krieg” in: Hirschfeld (ed.),
Kriegserfahrungen215.

339 | was unable to trace the identity of “Sebastiaof,whom Toller writes that he came from
Berchtesgaden (Bavaria), see also: footnote 1.

%0 The term “SaupreuR”, or — with accent: “Sauprei3ivas a commonly used term in Bavaria to
express contempt for the Nothern-Germans. On “Sal§ir see: Bruch and Muller (edd)niversitat
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Toller had been accused of being a Jewish agetiteirservice of a larger, Prussian
conspiracy against the liberties of the Bavarians.

It is tempting to believe that anti-Semitism hatr¢h upon Toller, but he seems to
have woried less about anti-Semitism than abodinfge of shame. As the anecdote
shows that his Jewish identity came as a complef@ise to “Sebastian”, he obviously
kept it a secret up to that moméfit.Withholding an identity that was considered
important at the time, however, he unintentionalstained an identity of being a
‘suspicious traitor’ among Bavarians.

Moreover, anti-Semitism did not seriously distb relationship between Toller
and his fellow soldiers. Strengthened by populath@a conceptions, Bavarians
regarded Jews as ‘strange’, but they were also krfowtheir relatively mild attitude
and tolerance. Compared with Prussia, where Jews feemally excluded from the
higher ranks of both the army and the civil andhlesgrvices, Jews were not as rigidly
excluded from the officer ranks in the Bavarian wralthough prejudice was present
as well®? Under the threat of fire, then, support for areivfitism was largely
undermined because “times were (simply) too setidtidn his excellent study on war
experiences in the Bavarian army and homeland,aB@nj Ziemann shows that anti-
Semitism in Bavarian troops was present, but notidant*** Possibly Toller's status as
a Prussian was an even greater problem to hisspkkers than his status as a Jew. That
anti-Semitism was subject to anti-Prussianism $® ahown by the fact that the anti-
Semitism of “Sebastian” was but a part of a larBenssian conspiracy® In this
context Toller seems to have been able to relatiagi-Semitism as well. In line with
the attitude of many German Jews he seems to lawe €b from a deep conviction of
patriotic duty. Gotthold Kronheim (1889-1917), astdnt relative of Toller from

Samotschin and an artillery soldier at the fronFlanders, considered his duty more

Munchen 215. With respect to circumcision: Toller nevecords that he was circumcised, although it
indirectly results from the anecdote.

%1 Toller's physiognomy may have perhaps caused isigsp, although this may not necessarily have
been so among Bavarians.

%2 On Bavarian tolerance and mildness toward the Jesfsre World War |, see: Rudolf Frank,
“Meine Minchener Jahre” resp. Moritz Julius Bonklgine Beziehungen zu Minchen” in: Lamm (ed.),
Vergangene Tage235, 227-8; Donald L. Niewyk, ‘Das Selbstverstdisdder Juden und ihre
Beteiligung am politischen Leben des Kaiserreicled der Weimarer Republik’ in: Manfred Treml
and Josef Kirmeier (Eds., with aid of Evamaria Hdiuuff), Geschichte und Kultur der Juden in
Bayern. Aufsatz€Munich, 1988) 373-375; on the situation in thev&@&an army, see: Hermann
RumschottelDas bayerische Offiziercorps, 1866-19Bérlin, 1973)

%3 Joachim Beutler, quoted from: Witkogrjefe

%4 Ziemann Front und Heimat167-268.

%5 This is also shown by the interdependence of énmg “Sauprei3” and “SaupreuR”, see: footnote
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important than his worries about anti-Semitf&fhAt the same time he believed like
many other Jews that war would bring better timaed #hus anti-Semitism may well
have sustained rather than weakened Toller's utpig®’ As we have seen, Toller
saw war as a test to prove his admission into anaamty of Germans. Anti-Semitism
could easily be seen as a part of that same tesasl this idealism, and not his Jewish
identity, which further estranged him from his pseldiers.

Toller records the revival of anti-Semitismie Wandlungwhere the soldiers
explain that Friedrich will always remain the “stger” of the group. Although prepared
to fight with and for that group, he will always ®méthout a “Fatherland”. “curse”
(Fluch), they say, “hangs at you, you one without a Fréghd (Vaterlandsloser.3*® In
the light of the abovementioned anecdote it isiptes$o read this “curse” as the ‘stain’
of circumcision, which equally ‘hung’ at Tollersotly. As in the case of Toller, then,
anti-Semitism does not deter Friedrich but rattengthens his idealism in terms of his
own personal needs. He is prepared, if necessarfyght for his “Fatherland” all by
himself>*°

Isolated from his fellow soldiers by his war ideal and urge to seek
recognition in a post-waBemeinschaftToller must have focussed on the staff rather
than his ‘comrades’, represented by lieutenant @ieglthough he disliked Wiegel,
they shared a common identity as bourgeois studemtgossibly similar conceptions
of war. Yet Toller was frustrated in his self-rsalkion by Wiegel, who subjected
Toller to repeated humiliations after he had oncesaluted him strictly enough. It is
unclear whether anti-Semitism was a silent patheir motive, but Toller records that
these humiliations were mainly to be ascribed tmmpetition struggle of two men
who were both known as “intellectuals”. It was “fz& who explained to him that

“intellectuals” could not tolerate each other wéfla view that not merely aimed to

28.

%6 Gotthold Kronheim was a non-commissioned officettie 53" Fieldartillery Regiment and died at
the Pashendale in Flanders on 11 November 191W®akea son of the wealthy Jewish merchant Louis
Kronheim (ca.1850) and his wife, Riecke Nanette iGah daughter of the elder brother of Toller's
maternal grandfather Isaac Cohn (1848%), see: ARBDH#79 (1898) No. 138; 11 47/41 (1886) Nr. 87;
Il 47/47 (1888) Nr. 112; Il 47/50 (1889) Nr 138; 47/56 (1891) No. 45; Reichsbund Jidischer
Frontsoldaten (RJF) (edKriegsbriefe gefallener Deutscher Jud@erlin, 1935) 41; APPOP, 574/I|
47/50 (1889) No. 138.

%70n war as a path to better times, see: RJF (édegsbriefe

8 Toller, GW, Il 24.

%49 |bid.

%0 Toller, GW, IV, 62-63. Though anti-Semitism was not alwaysmg mentioned in memoirs of
Jewish intellectuals, Sieg argues that it oftery@dha role in teasings, see: Sidgdische Intellektuelle
116-117.
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help Toller, but which also carried a sceptical emwhe about the status of the
intellectual, common to peasant perceptions and thdirectly pointed at Toller as
well. %

Toller suffered deeply due to these personaligeheces, excluding him from
upward mobility and social recognition. Isolatedidsh soldiers and commander, his
utopianism of a post-war Germ&emeinschafturned inward>? It is not unlikely that
he found a welcome companion in poetry to courtterloneliness of war. One — and
possibly more — of these poems dealt with the Yitgiary, the mother-symbol which
had also attracted him in Frari@@In another poem, entitled ‘Geschiitzwache’ (Armed
Watch), we detect for the first time an appropoiatof nature, a recurrent theme among
soldiers in a technological war. Perhaps MothenMeard Mother Nature can be seen as
derivations or partial surrogate mothers of theeme mother he had not yet met in war,

Mother Germany-*

On 31 May 1915 Toller fell prey to skin problentsisiunclear what the origins of these
problems were, but they may have been caused hyntihagienic conditions at the front.
They were serious enough to bring him to a frordpital in Montigny, near Metz,
which for the sake of the war had been transforfred a former dancing room into a
hospital>>®

Somewhere between that moment and 5 June 1918, vehwas dismissed from
hospital, Toller asked for a transfer to the imragslfront lines>® As Wiegel's combat

unit was integrated into a larger Badean unit roaimolt that very same time, he profited

%1 0n the ridiculisation of intellectuals, see: Sidiglische Intellektuellel 15-116.

%2 0n the war experience as a period imhumane loneliness”, see also: Zuckmaguck 277.

%3] already referred in chapter 2 to Toller's poes®ut Mary; the poem ‘Gebet an Maria’ (Prayer to
Mary), though undated, was certainly written atfiloat, and perhaps in Wiegel's unit still.

%4 On the revival of religion at the front, see: J&fnter, Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning: The
Great War in European Cultural HistorffCambridge, 1995) 64-65; on religious revival dgriworld
War |, see: Annette Beckdra Guerre et la Foi, de la Mort a la Mémoire, 191830 (Paris, 1994); on
the appropriation of both nature and religiositye:sFiedlerJugend im Krieg58-60; MosseFallen
soldiers 59, 75, 78; Fussellhe Great War51-63; 231-269; KlemperegV, Il, 425; Winter,Sites 64-
69, 77; ZiemannFront und Heimat246-265; on the appropriation of nature througitclv at night,
see also: Zuckmayestuck 256.

55 HStA Munich, KA, KrStR 15373/984Bescheinigung von dem Versorgungsamt-Krankenbuehlag
(VK) des Landesamtes fiir Gesundheit und Soz{ak&GeSo), Berlin, 905b: Ernst Toller dd 6.7.2005.
Note: | rely for the date of his illness on tB&mmrol] writing that Toller was shortly treated from 31
May to 5 June 1915 in the “Festungslazarett TaaAd@tz-Montigny” for skin problems; in the letteom
the Krankenbuchlagehe is said to have stayed there since 21 May 1OhSformer schools, churches,
castles or cloisters as war hospitals at frontteorde front, due to a lack of hospitals and thetgramber

of patients, see: Carl Altgeldieldsanitadtsweseim: Max Schwarte (ed.Der GroR3e Krieg 1914-18
Band 9,Die Organisationen der Kriegsfiihrung,(Leipzig 1923) 401-539.
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from this development by directly approaching thigel’s commander, a Badean major
from Karlsruhe “with a friendly drinker’s facé®’ Temporarily released from Wiegel's
direct control, he was able to surpass his immediaperior while he was in hospital. As
it went against military codes, it explains why thajor was surprised to see him, but he
was nonetheless open to his demands, as he asTaidly writes, disliked Rudolph
Wiegel. When the major asked him what his wishegwee replied that he wished to go
to the machineguns in theriesterwald or Priest's Wood (todayBois le Prétrg, a
small distance shooting infantry combat unit thasvgtationed in the west of Pont-a-
Mousson, at a stones throw from his current pasifioHoping for a war entailing a
more human and heroic dimension, he explains taner: “We shoot but we do not
know at whom, (t)hose over there shoot as wellwmitdo not know who is shooting. |
want to see the enemy against whom | fight.1n alignment with the ideas of many
soldiers at the time, the infantry thus came dowanuhim as more “human” than the
artillery, enabling him to look the enemy straigihtthe eye. The major immediately
understood Toller's motivations, as he replied thatler thus longed for a “small
romantic war® Ordered to get his things two hours later, Tolles received for a last
time by Wiegel, who now reached out his hand, kaltef, who felt little respect for
the moral abuse of authority by his superior, eritieat he refused that hatfd.This
may be exaggerated, but also shows that Tollersh for a “romantic war” cannot be
seen apart from his desperate wish to escape fnenbirden of a commander who

obstructed his war ideals.

%0 For the date, see: VK, LAGeSo Berlin, 905b.

%7 Toller, GW, IV, 63. | could not trace the name of this majothe archives.

%8 Geographically Pont-a-Mousson and the Priest’s dva@ very close, which explains why Toller
knew this unit when he went to the major. Tolleites that he was transferred to the infantry, butais
an infantry-division Etappe Infantry Abteilujgof a heavy artillery unit, the Foot Artillert Baty 407
(see: footnote 62), see: Toll&W, 1V, 63; VK, LAGeSo, Berlin, 905b.

*9Toller, GW, IV, 63.

%0 |bid.; on the infantry as more “human”, see: KhtsgKriegstagebuch92-3, 103.

%1 Toller, GW, 1V, 64; on a distinction between authority ane &buseof authority, see: E.D. Watt,
Authority (London & Canberra, 1982) 19-25.
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Slaughter in the Priest's Wood (June 1915-April 198)

On 5 June 1915 Toller was dismissed from hospitdljained his new combat unit, east
of Verdun®*?We do not know who commanded this unit, but it nhaste been equally
small and organised along similar lines as Wiegklisg unit at the time of Toller's
arrival 32 Unlike Wiegel's unit, however, its small distar&feooting range minimised
physical distance between Germans and Frenchasd tler now could actually see
and hear the enemy. “We are lying so close to ettedr”, he records, “so that, should
we stick out our heads from the trenches, we csplebk with each other, without
raising our voices**

More than Pont-a-Mousson, the Priest's Wood conéa Toller with the brutal
character and bitterness of trench warfare. Thestdtself, a metaphor of the shield of
Mother Nature, was the symbol of death and destructnfluenced by the German
Romantic tradition that equated nature throughintsocence and beauty with the
“genuine” in life and the roots of man, Toller urgtands the ‘assassinated wood’ in his
autobiography in terms of the assassination ofdifié humanity as a whol®& This
notion dwelled on the experience of war itself. @sorge L. Mosse writes, the soldier
was indebted to the wood in the same way as hendabted to his fellow soldiers, as
they both protected him and enabled him to surtiewar. In a trench journaDie
Feldgraue lllustrierte(The Field-Grey lllustrated), one German soldigolained to its
readers in 1916 that the “assassinated wood isanyade, my protection, my shield
against the bullets of the eneni{®.

In the Priest’'s Wood life and death intermingledne gained a closer view not
only of the enemy, but also of the dead. Surrounbdgddead corpses, the front
transformed into a transgression zone of life agathf®’ where the dead were like the
living, and the living like the dead: “We sleephily pressed against each other in
muddy dug-outs; water runs down from the wallss gtaw at our bread and the war
and theHeimatat our part; today we are with ten, tomorrow eigiwb have been torn

%2VK, LAGeSo, Berlin, 905b.

33 It is impossible to reconstruct the compositiontieé unit (see: footnote 62); we have no names,
except “Franz”, of whom we know nothing at all, :séeller, GW, 1V, 66.

%% bid. 64-65.

%5 |bid. 64; on the tree as a symbol for life, semaigrid Bauschingeie Symbolik des Miitterlichen
im Werk Else Lasker-Schuile(&rankfurt a/Main, 1960) 63-71; on the romantigins and the
“assasinated forrest”, see: MosBallen Soldiers 107-125.

%56 Quoted from: Mosséallen Soldiers108.

%70n this, LeedNo Man’s Land 21-24, esp. 21
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apart by grenades; we do not bury our dead, baeglem in small niches, which have
been dug out for us in the trench wall to takes ihen | sneak bent down through the
trenches | do not know whether | pass by a deadliong person; here the dead and the
living have the same grey-yellow faces.” The latklecent and conventional modes of
burials clearly illustrated this intermingling ofd and death. Sometimes, Toller writes,
the corpses were no more than “pieces”, so thaalbmade no sense at all; sometimes,
Mother Nature buried her sons herself, when shehidsy an explosion and instantly
covered the soldiers with her earthly blan&Some three hundred meters on the right
of their positions there was a blockhouse, bettemn as thdHexenkesseabr witches’
cauldron; as it had frequently changed hands,la™pf German and French corpses lay
entangled in each other, as if they were, Tollétesrin a “big embrace®®® The image

of this pile was later re-worked in a poem, erditteeichen im Priesterwald” (Corpses
in the Priest's Wood), possibly written in 1917, esd the “embracing” of soldiers
becomes a metaphor of the unity of all men. Thenpddough written after the war
experience itself, reveals how Toller reached ou& tmore mystical sense of war to
transcend the horror of slaughter itself.

On 1 September 1915 the machine guns were witmdeand transferred to the
east of Verdun. As part of an overall reorganisatd the Bavarian (and German)
artillery units, and parallel to a further sustagmnof the immobile war, Toller’'s unit
was formally re-grouped (or re-integrated) into tiesvly founded, Badean commanded
Foot Artillery Battery 407 RuRartilleriebatterie 407> Here life became more
“boring”, Toller writes, but also more “peacefuli this context there was more time to
further read literature and write poetry, wherdaslso enabled him to further grow
conscious of social tensions at the front. Shargdthe other front soldiers, his
discontent with the staff now increased for thaielass commands and greater luxury,
symbolised by their better meals and by a new oasiat was built at a time when the

conditions of the trenches and its dug-outs wetsiesti to improvement.* He also

%8 Toller, GW, IV, 65.

%9 bid.

370 Unfortunately information about this combat urdishgone lost. As it was part of the™German
Army Corps at the end of World War |, it fell underussian military command; the records of the
Prussian army, however, stored in the military asetin Berlin after that war, were bombed in 1945.
On the name and date of birth of the battery, $#fmersicht der Behorden und Truppen in der
Kriegsformation, 7, Afor his part, Toller only records that this witd/al happened when the trees still
had leaves, see TolleGW, IV, 65; with respect to the loss of informatiofi the battery and its
explanation, | thank Mannfred Hennhofer of thenerallandesarchiin Karlsruhe, Germany.

31 Toller, GW, IV, 61-62, 65-66; in general on the cleavage tmsion between officers and soldiers,
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records the cleavage between Hrentschweing‘front pigs’) and the other soldiers, a
division often exacerbated when the latter werearded for work that had actually been
done by theFrontschweine When the Kaiser came for a visit, the ‘pigs’ weret
allowed to present themselves, but only those gkgln uniforms were called upon, and
decorated with iron crosses. As the téfrontschweinalready reveal®’? it shows how
much the war had inverted heroic ideals.

As before, the soldiers were not informed aboudtwiras going on at the front
or in the war in general. Toller knew only what paped in his own little micro-
cosmos, where rumours about desertion and mish®ivawt officers were often more
dominant that truthful new¥? Unable to understand the larger picture, soldiezse
often less well placed to understand the battles/hich they fought than were the
newspapers from the homefront.

But the press also increased false perceptionsatity, contrasting not seldom
with Toller's own experiences. As early as Septamit@l4, soldiers at the front
complained about the caricatured depictions of éhemy in the postcards, Verhey
writes, “feeling that these humorous representatminthe enemy as pure cowards and
criminals did not do justice to the reality of thent”.3"*Often these depictions were part
of an attempt to strengthen morale at hdMéut they were often critically received by
the soldiers at the front. It is for this reasoat thetween June and December 1915 Toller
decided to send an article to Germany’'s most giess cultural magazineDer
Kunstwart in which he protested against the “disgustingadetions of the enemy in

the domestic presé® As the magazine had earlier published two or tiamieles in

see: Ziemanrkront und Heimat141-148, 149-157; see also: Reatterie 1/407 36-37; on food as a
matter of social difference and complaint, seegSlédische Intellektuellel28; Klemperer, CV, Il, 373;
on better sleeping allocation, see also: TolB#, I, 23.

372 Blackbourn History of Germany 1780-191852.

33 Toller, GW, IV, 66. Many historians have pointed to the intpace of legends, myths, and rumours
at the front and during the war, see: Paul Fus$ek Great War and Modern Memogiew York,
London, 1975), 114-154; Leetlo Man’s Lang Mosse,Fallen Soldiers Mosse,Germans, Jews and
the Myth of the War Experienc@inter, Sites Bernd Ulrich, “...Als wenn nichts geschehen ware”
Anmerkungen zur Behandlung der Kriegsopfer wahregs Ersten Weltkriegs, in:
Hirschfeld/Krumeich/Renz (eds.Keiner fiihlt sich hier mehr als Mensch.,.140-156, esp. 152-153

37 Quoted in VerheySpirit of 1914 125; on discontent with the defations of the epesee also:
Ziemann,Front und HeimatHans Weigel, Walter Lukan and Max D. Peyfuksjer Schuss ein Russ,
Jeder Stoss ein Franzos. Literarische und graphad¢tiegspropaganda in Deutschland un Osterreich,
1914-1918(Vienna, 1983) 24; Hakfesbrinkinknown Germanyl07-112; Ulrich Sieg writes that Jews
were generally patriotic and loyal in terms of duiyt not hatefull, see: Siediidische Intellektuelle31,
83-84; on hatred for the enemy as a motivationiar at the front, see: Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau and
Annette Becker]14-18, Retrouver la Guerr@aris, 2000).

375 Celia ApplegateA Nation of Provincials: The German Idea of HeirtBerkeley, 1990) 118.

37 Toller, GW, 1V, 67. Toller writes that he read the news ie feuiletons of “newspapers”, which
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which the demonisation of the enemy by the war agapda was opposéd,he may
have felt encouraged to do so, but the magazinktsrehip refused to publish his article
for it ‘did not fit with the public mood®’® There is no evidence that Toller actually sent
that article, but — taking Toller on his word -ntplies that it must have fallen in the
hands of a wrong editor; possibly identifying witiore tolerant forces connected to that
magazine, Toller thus sought to give strength éocilitural nationalism of the magazine
in more open, humanitarian forms, which includespeet for the enemy as a human
being.

Toller's compulsion to confess his contempt farégand intolerance during the
war shows not merely that he began to yearn fomeonal idealism in more universal
terms, but also that his understanding for thedatbe enemy began to grow. In fact, he
identified more with the enenat the front than with his own military commabehind
the front. Carl Zuckmayer, then fighting up northtlae western front, records that
such “identification” often occurred in regions wheéhe enemy was close, as was the
case for him as wefl’® With the duration of a war that seemed ever mbgéract and
unreal, then, this process increased. In his novélesten nichts Neugall Quiet on
the Western Front, 1929), the ex-soldier Erich ldiemarque (1898-1970) gives
expression to this process through the discusdiehseen the protagonist Paul and
his comrades, conscious of the internal contramhctf a war in which soldiers of
warring nations equally do their duty. Growing ursianding of that contradiction
creates problems of conscience when Paul walks Byssian war prisoners’ camp
and grows silent. A similar silence falls on himemhhe sees the former inhabitants of
a French village that was cleared by his dfitAlthough he does not feel personal
guilt, he seems to feel shame about the fate of'dhemy’. Possibly inspired by

Remarque’s novet! Toller records similar feelings of shame in hisolipgraphy in

were newspapers from the homefront, as both nevespapeated and controlled by soldiers (i.e. trench
newspapers) or by their staff (i.e. army newspgpelisl not exist before 1916, see; Lipp,
“Heimatswahrnehmung” in: Hirschfeld et al (eKJjegserfahrungen225-242.

377 Kratzsch, Kunstwart in: Mai/Waetzoldt/Wolandt (eds.)|deengeschichte 388; see also:
EichenlaubToller, 41, relying on Pierre Grappihge Bund Neues Vaterland (1914-1916). Ses rapports
avec Romain RollandLyon-Paris, 1952), 150, Third parDocuments relatifs au Bund Neues
Vaterland 71, 89-90, who refers to an article in tdenstwart from February 1915 that pleas to
“rendre justice a I'ennemi aussi (...) Ne mépriraérdiculez pas I'ennemis!”

8 Toller, GW, IV, 67.

379 Zuchmayer Stuck 195-196; on “identification with the enemy”, sakso: HafkesbrinklUnknown
Germany 107-146, 118-119; Ullrich and Ziemann (edBrpntalltag, 153-159.

%80 Remarquelm Westen Nichts Neuek31, 133-134, 138-142, 162.

%1 Toller lauded Remarque’s novel in a 1929 reviemhiaving spoken “on behalf of all of us, all those
who lay in the trenches, filthy and infested wittel, see: Ernst Toller, “Im Westen nichts Neues” i

104

Schouten, Frederik Steven Louis (2008), Ernst Toller: An Intellectual Youth Biography, 1893-1918
European University Institute DOI: 10.2870/14249



an anecdote about a French village (named A.) hdtto be cleared after having
fallen to German hands. Though the village was detaly deserted, he identified
with the spirit of all these people that still huraund their houses when he made a
walk through the streets, asking himself why &l tiad been necessary; “as if | heard
the voice of one of the chased people”, he toldskifithat things had to be this way.
And when there was nothing to fear in reality, h@sveverwhelmed with fear, “and
with hasty steps | run out of the village, nobodil wtop me; from whom do |
flee?®® It is clear that Toller fled from his self, of ase, who now began to cherish
feelings of doubt about the rightiousness of wdrodgh the anecdote seems to be
fantasized, it illustrates that Toller's belieftilée meaning of war was waning around
this time. He clung to the necessity of war to sapp these thoughts, although this
necessity was now more and more understood in tefras unknown and mystical
realm beyond the reality of war itself. As longraassive warfare was minimised, the
sense of war was still upheld, but when war tunmeol massive slaughter, this sense
was gradually undermine?

This transformation took place on 21 February 1%9dlten the German army
started — for the first time since 1914 — a massifensive at Verdun to break the
hostile lines. The battle of Verdun, which tookgaldrom 21 February to 18 December
1916, would be the longest battle of World War ¢l @mded in complete failure, with
360,000 respectively 330,000 dead men on the FrendtGerman sid€&? It opened a
more active and impersonal phase in Wanvhere any idea that war was a human
enterprise disappeared. It ended all notions ofagaa heroic battle and substituted the
image of war as a machine in which technology cdiett the soldier rather than the

other way round® In this war a victory over the enemy was senseld®n all were

Die Literarische Wel{22 February 1929) 5.

2 Toller, GW, IV, 68.

33 Ashworth, “Sociology of Trench Warfare” ifBritish Journal of Sociologyl0; Leed,No Man’s
Land 105.

% |bid. 55; see also: MossEallen Soldiers68, who estimates the number of French and Gevintims
at Verdun at 315,000 respectively 218,000; “Frecesualties during the battle were steimated ai0880,
with German losses set at 434,000", see: http:/Mivatworldwar.com/ battles/verdun.htm

385 Ashworth, Trench Warfare53-54.

%% Huppauf, “Langemarck, Verdun and the Myth dflew Manin Germany” in:War and Society70-
103; Ibid, “Schlachtenmythen” in: Hirschfeld/KrunabiRenz (eds.Keiner fuhlt sich hier als Mensch
43-84; on war as a ‘machine’, see also: Daniel Ri¢ar Machine: The rationalization of Slaughter in
the Modern AgéNew Haven, London, 1993).
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losers in the face of technologys Carl Zuckmayer writes, the enemy became less the
enemy itself, but war instedd’

Against the background of the new offensive Tollass assigned a new task in
which he had “to define the precise positions efltbstile guns.” In his autobiography
he records that he had duty in a small unit, operan three shifts, and always worked
at night, as the night enabled him to define tlaeglof the hostile arms by calculation of
the time that passed between the “light and soohdtnfire®® It was a dangerous task,
since it was performed in “no man’s land”, directlyposed to hostile fire. The threat of
death was horrible, but Mother Nature was ableottsole his anxieties: “But amidst alll
horror the night tranquilises our hearts; immense solemn she surrounds earth and
creation; our breath, our pulse becomes more rdjastee embeds us in the flow of
eternal Laws** It is likely that Toller was selected for this igssnent because of his
educated background.

In keeping with this dangerous assignment Tollas wow also able to rise in
rank. On 3 March 1916 he was appointed from a gumte a non-commissioned
officer and less than two weeks later, on 16 Mailvé,became a trainee officer
(Offiziersaspirant as well**® which means that he now formally was running for t
rank of officer. In scholarship it is often stredgbat Toller was a ‘good’ soldier, but
his rise of rank must have been largely a consemuef the army’'s need to
strengthen his motivation in his new assignméh©f course, Toller may have been a
‘good’ soldier (whatever that may mean) during hime at the front, but his
behaviour was similar in many ways to that of otheurgeois soldiers at the time. In

fact, his rise in rank after service of more thapear corresponded to the ‘normal’

%87 Zuckmayer Stuck 271.

8 Toller, GW, IV, 68.

%89 |hid. 68-69.

%0 HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/525; KrStR 15373(1/984; KrStR 15421 EB-
|.FaRgt/Rekrutendepot )X7743 (Toller); TollerGW, IV, 68.

%1 Hans Marcuse and a certain lieutenant Malo regateToller’s trial in 1919 that he was a good and
conscientious soldier, but we should not forget this was an act of loyalty from a (Jewish) fellow
soldier and a lieutenant who — considering his narpessible was of Jewish descent as well, see: StA
Munich, 11/1 Polizeidirection 15591. Wolfgang Rothkso records that Toller received ‘a decoration of
bravery’, and the novelist Walter von Molo (188068Y claims that he recived the Iron Cross, a
German badge of honour for conspicuous bravergiinbat, but official records do not support to aithe
of these statements. Not mentioning his sourcehdrotay well rely obie Wandlungwhere Friedrich

is assigned a “Cross” for heroic bravery, an inttireference to the Iron Cross, see: Rollwdler, 133;
HStA Munich, 1V, KrStR 15367, 1/525; KrStR 15373/984; KrStR 15421/7743; Walter von MolSp
Wunderbar ist das Leben. Erinnerungen und Begeggruf8tuttgart, 1957). Bernard Ziemann has
shown that 91 non-commisioned officers in the Beawraarmy were promoted to officers for bravery
from 1914 to 1918, whereas most non-commisioneidex were generally nominated to sergeant or
lieutenant.
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career of non-Jewish bourgeois soldiers duringwhe — to which category Toller

(registered “without confession”) formally belongestill, the psychological impact

of these nominations must have been immense, gsvda@ an important elevation of
social status, and especially for a ‘Jew’ who wasperately in search of recognition
from a Gentile world®?

Toller recalls his new and perilous assignmenDie Wandlung When a
corporal appears on stage, seeking one more maanfaxpedition to locate the
positions of the hostile reserves, Friedrich vadans as an attempt to further prove
his Deutschtuni®® Though there is no prove that Toller volunteerdhis assignment
in reality, he must have seen that job in simiams of emancipation, and of a road to
social recognition.

The encounter with mechanized warfare and massaugghter after Verdun
strengthened Toller's doubts about the war. Thednoof a war that seemed ever
more unreal estranged him from the human dimensiomar itself. “I see the dead”,
Toller writes, “and | do not see them”. There wasease of “unreality” about the
dead people surrounding them, he adds, “producrgoh but not pity.>** What
seemed real was unreal, and what was unreal seeeatdIn this context the
understanding of war's meaning was transportedeasingly into mystical realms.
The war machine continued, and soldiers did thety,dout in the face of an ever
more impersonal and mechanised war French and Gesaldiers were further drawn
together. In this context the idea of war as fcade gained strength. In his
autobiography Toller describes his consciousnesseotommon brotherhood of man
in terms of a sudden revelation, occuring one dagmhe “grubbed in the mud” and
the bayonet of his rifle got stuck into a “slimythahat was in reality a piece of
“human intestines”: “A dead human being is burieteh A — dead — human being.
Why do | grow silent? (...) Three words like whatewérer three: A dead human being
— | want to forget these three words, (...), why lgeytsurprise and overpower me? A —
dead — human being. And suddenly, as though daskmese separated from the light,
(...) I grasp the simply truth of humanity which Ichborgotten, which lay buried and
hidden, the common interest, the single unifyingligyp A dead human being. Not: a

dead Frenchman. Not: a dead German. A dead hunag. lfe.) In this hour | know

392 5ee also: Siegidische Intellektuelled9.
3 Toller, GW, Il, 25.
394 |bid.; on not seeing, or, not wanting to see,dbad, see also: Zuckmay8tpck 253.
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that | was blinded for having kept closed my owesyn this hour | finally know that
all these dead, Frenchmen and Germans, were bsptrat that | am their brothef®®
There can be little doubt that this text is retexdjvely stylised and dramatized,
although the idea of brotherly love may well haaengd ground in the trenches itself.
Richard Dove has placed this human awakening ircdmeext of pacifism, but this is
incorrect®® Toller did not become a pacifist in war — he deabthe point of mass
slaughter, but not the meaning of war itself, nbrneass death. War remained a
necessity, though at times it was better not talspé duty any moré?’

‘Thirteen months | have been at the front: graedtimments grow hollow, big
words small, war becomes normality and front senafaily work, heroes become
victims and volunteers enchained; life is a hadhtti a bagatelle; we are all but screws in
an ever moving machine that throws itself forwatihough it is not clear in which
direction, and backward, although it is not cledryywwe are disconnected, polished,
dressed, changed, depravethe point has got lost: what burned, died; papldced;
and the soil, from which action and dedication greas turned into an empty desétt.’

In this context heroic sacrifice had lost all megni“We cut off the firing pins of non
exploded grenades, for frivolity — recently one legpd and tore two men to pieces:

isn’t everyting meaningless?®

Physical and Mental Collapse (April-November 1916)

On 3 April 1916 Toller was taken away from the frddfficial records write that he was
sent to the third reserve battery of the (Lowere®axFoot Artillery Regiment 10
(FulRartillerieregiment 1)) then active as the “change-post” of his combat (and
possibly stationed in Bischheim-Hohenheim). It i€lear why this transfer took place,
but he was probably taken away for a 85t this context he felt the urge to “break out

%% |bid. 69-70.

%% Dove,He was a Germars.

" Toller, GW, IV, 71.

%% |hid. 72-73.

%99 |pid. 73.

9 HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15373, 11/984; KrStR 154Z143; on the Lower-Saxon Foot Artillery
Regiment 10, see: Paul Banshas Niederséchsisches Fulartillerie-Regiment Nr IDer
Regimentsstab im Feld®Ildenbourg, 1928); Helmut Wendtlan@tas |I. Hannoversche Bataillon des
Niedersachsischen Fulartillerie-Regts Nr (@denbourg, 1922); Hermann Wentz€lyrzem Auszug
aus der Geschichte des (Niedersachsischen) Fuaigilegiments no.1Q..); Helmut Gie3enDas II.
Kurhessische Bataillon des Niedersachsischen Fillgsig-Regts. Nr. 10(Oldenburg, Berlin, 1924);
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of the masses”, as he calls it in his autobiografhipreak “out of mass life, out of mass
death™*®! In so doing, he decided to apply for the aviatiorps shorty after, during that
same month.

Toller’s choice for the aviation corps as a mdarescape massive war should be
understood in the frame of a much wider idealisatmd admiration for pilots and
airplanes during World War*f? Although the airplane was in its infancy during thar
still, various historians have shown that the ddtying became the object of romantic
longing, of knightly combat, and of a more civilis&ind of warfare than that of the
barbarism in the trenches. Unlike the ground spoldighting animpersonalwar, the
pilot fought apersonaland heroic fight, from man-to-man, respectingghemy. In this
way the aviator was idealised as a modern kindnafk, associated with a chivalric
morality that enabled him to control his plane aibterally as a “knight of the
clouds”*® Unlike the ground soldier, then, the aviator daatéd the war and its
technology; he was literally lifted above the metbad, blind fate of the ground soldier
and enjoyed a more coherent picture of the‘¥alt. granted him a distinct elitism that
turned him into the German war hero par excelléfitéhis elitism was strengthened by
the fact that pilots were all officers and volumgg®® who died, moreover, as individuals
rather than as numbers. In this way names like @s®élke (1916t1) and Manfred
Freiherr von Richthofen (1892-1918) were adoptedh®ynation as personal heroes
and as subjects of cults of worsAfp Though the importance of such cults during the

on the location of this Lower-Saxon unit, see: 3#nich, 15591, which contains a reference to
Toller's stationing “in 1916” at that location; #ss does not count for the First Bavarian Foofllisry
Regiment, it may thus count for this Lower-SaxomiRent.

“LToller,GW, IV, 73.

402 peter FritzscheA Nation of Fliers: German Aviation and the Populanagination (Cambridge,
Mass., 1992); Ibid., “Planes, Pilots and Patridtgiation and German Nationalism” iffel Aviver
Jahrbuch fur die deutsche Geschicfi®89) 417-439; Leedjo Man’s Land 123-138; MosseFallen
Soldiers 119-125; Mossdmage of Man117-119; the aviation corps also attracted HaascMse, who
served with Toller at the front and applied for #néation corps round about that time as well, and
Willy Toller (1892), a son of Max and Josephinel@ofrom Memmingen (see chapter 3, footnote 1) and
a volunteer in a Bavarian infantry regiment who wasorated with the Iron Cross second Class on 9
June 1916 and applied for the aviation corps @reayear after Toller, see: ISG Amsterdam, Nachlas
Georg von Vollmar (NL-Vollmar), 1363 (Walter Mar@)s HStA Munich, 1V, Pa 10018; on Willy
Toller, see also: Timmerman, “Entstehung der Frpgoewegung” in: Baumann/Hoser (edje
Revolution von 1918/19 in der ProvjiZ8-179; MiedelDie Juden in Memmingen

03 Mosse lmage of Man117; Ibid. Fallen Soldiers119-125, esp. 121; Leddp Man’s Lang123-138.

%] eed,No Man’s Lang123, 134-135.

%> MosseFallen Soldiers119-125, here 119-120.

“%®bid. 122.

497 Johannes WerneBolke, der Mensch, der Flieger, der Fiihrer der deben Jagdfliegerei. Ein
Lebens- und Heldenbild aus seinen Briefen gestél&ipzig, 1932); “Vigilant”, Richthofen: The Red
Knight of the Air(London, 1938); Rolf Italiaandeianfred Freiherr von Richthofen: Der beste
Jagdflieger des groRen Krieg&Berlin, 1938).
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war may have been slightly exaggerated in schalar#iiey were nonetheless part of
the imagination of many ground soldiers in searfch wobler kind of warfaré®®

In his autobiography Toller indirectly suggestsittthe was accepted for the
corps, though historical evidence does not coméitias; in fact, he seems to have been
rejected, as there is no trace of a post in thatiawi corps in the personal record that the
army kept of Toller during the w&?® Opening the threat of a return to the front, then,
this rejection possibly accelerated his collapséi$ autobiography Toller records that
he developed “heart and stomach” problems, butiaffrecords say that he succumbed
to what was then known as “war neurosis” (also kmas “shell-shock™f° a disease
caused by the experience of war, although itsrmsighd exact relation to the war itself
were not very clear at the time still (and nor #aey today). As Toller records somatic
problems, “war neurosis” possibly expressed itf#albugh the body, bringing to the
surface what the mind was unable to recognise.

On 28 April 1916 Toller was sent to a hospitalhat front, where they possibly
diagnosed “nervousness” and “tonsillit!®.On the next day he was sent to a hospital in
Konigshofen, near Strasbourg, where a neurologeetion must have been present to
give treatment'® We can only guess at the treatment he receivéthirhospital, and it
is also unclear who treated him, but Paul Lernes $iaown that treatment of “war
neurosis” in this phase of war generally consistedassive “lying therapies”, often in
combination with medication in the case of feved @ain. In his autobiography Toller
also notes that the nursery in the hospital layéhands of “Franciscan monks”, which
may in reality have been Capuchin monks for thepimiswas a former Capuchin
cloister*'® Toller records his treatment in the hospital ofhigshofen inDie Wandlung
where his alter ego wakes up after his periloussionsfor the Fatherland. There is a
Cross above his head, which indirectly may refethto cloister in Kénigshofen, but it
also refers to the fate of the fallen soldier fisgfiten equated with the Passion of Christ

during the war. Friedrich is treated for what tlmotiern school” calls “nerve-shock”,

408 Blackbourn History of Germany 1780-191852.

*99 HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/525; KrStR 15378984; KrStR 15421/7743.

419 1pid.; StA Munich, 1, 1/15591; BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegen, ORA/RG, C24/18Psychiatrisches
Gutachten Uber Ernst Toller

“ILHStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15367, 1/525; KrStR 153718984; KrStR 15421/7743.

“12 |bid.; approximaltely two-thirds of the some 2@&)3foctors on war service from 1914 to 1918 (out of
the 33,000 who then lived in the borders of theniar empire) saw duty in the field, while one third
remained within Germany. A substantial part of ¢hegre psychiatrists and neurologists, see: Lerner,
Hysterical Men42.

B Toller,GW, IV, 73.
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the doctor tells the nurse, although he believasRhedrich has “problems of digestion”
in reality. It shows that Friedrich had “stomach’dlplems and that treatment was a
hundred percent somatic, as is also evident frensprecific medicatiorRhizinusd) he
was prescribetf*

Toller seems to have reflected upon his recentexperiences and his doubts in
Konigshofen. His struggle over the sense of warctsoed irDie Wandluig, where the
“nurse-comrade” (Schulte) well understands thatatiesr ego is not fighting for his life
in physical, but in moral tern{$> When he wakes up, she explains that he had been
taken a prisoner by hostile troops, after whiclwlas bound to a tree and later found as
the only survivor. An old “barbaric” practice in w&® this binding at the symbol of life
has a deeper meaning and stands in direct oppositithe Cross that hangs above his
head. Then an officer comes in and rewards the rigobero” in the name of the
“Fatherland” with another “Cross” that refers, as have seen, to the Iron Créss.
While the man hands over the war decoration, hensaly adds that Friedrich has now
become one of the ‘others’: “Stranger you were uo meople, now you have obtained
civil rights.”**® Somewhat flabbergasted Friedrich stammers somelsatrat give
expression to both his joy and disbelief, while tie&vs comes in that war has ended and
victory is won over the enemy at the cost of nodethan “ten thousand dead” The
correlation between his reward and “ten thousaad'tenmediately creates doubt in the
mind of Friedrich: “Ten thousand dead! Through teousand dead | belong to them.
Why cannot | be happy? Is that salvation? Is thatgreat time? Are those the great
people? (...Now | belong to therft®

On 17 June 1916 Toller was released after two hsowfttreatmerit?® Four days
later, on 21 June, he was transferred to the tecounpany RekrutendepdtlVV of the

Reserve Battalion of the First Bavarian Foot Aetiyl Regiment, his initial regiment,

414 Friedrich is treated witfRhizinusé) aspirin and quinine which was common in case aifix of
digestion problems, pain and (high) feaver, sedtel,oGW, Il, 28; on this kind of medication, see:
Israel Lipowski, Compendium der Arzneimittellehre, mit besondereri@esichtigung der neuen
Arzneimittel, der Organotheraphie, Serologie unchiyéiéparate(Vienna-Berlin, 1914) 104-105, 119-
120; 127-128, 139, 144-145, 148: Ibid.eitfaden der Therapie der inneren Krankheiten, mit
besonderer Bertcksichtigung der therapeutischenriBetung und Technik. Ein Handbuch fir
praktische ArztéBerlin, 1901) 169-170.

“>Toller, GW, 2, 29; on the nurse as a “comrade” or (“mothef’he soldier, see: Regina Schulbge
Verkehrte Welt des Kriegessp. 108-109.

41 Remarquelm Westen Nichts Neyeg9.

“170n the significance of the cross as a “changeaddgigm”, see also Mazellier-Griinbetle, Théatre
Expressioniste et le Sagré2-3.

“8Toller, GW, II, 29.

* Ibid.
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which since 15 September 1915 had been stationddiimez, in the German federal state
of Hesserf?! Here his superior, Oberleutnant L. Kimmich, hadégide what to do with
him, a choice that must have wavered between rétutime front or further treatment in
theHeimat*#

For unknown reasons the choice fell on the secmtion. Now Toller was sent
to an experienced doctor in a (private) nerve cliniEbenhausen, close to Munféf.
This doctor was Dr. Julian Marcuse (1862-ca.1948)assimilated Jew and a sexual
hygienist with life reformist ideas, who diagnosetiysical exhaustion and a complete
it

nervous breakdow Combining life reformist ideas with suggestive lypibwer

therapies, Marcuse advocated so called “nerve gstiesa(Du Bois-Reymond) through

bodily care*®

which meant that he sought to strengthen the miaievill by diets,
sports, gymnastic and water-, sun- and air BafHaclined to the spiritual needs of man,
there is no reason to believe that Toller was isged by these therapies, although he
neither seems to have experienced them in negtgives. On the contary, Toller
returned for treatment in the Ebenhausen clinibisfown will during the summer of
19187

For Toller, then, Ebenhausen seems to have besstiag house, where he was
able to read literature in a tranquil environmemd & further clarify his thoughts about
the meaning of World War 1. In July 1916 he wrotdetier to the novelist Casar
Flaischlen (1864-1920), praising his balst Seyfried1905). As Richard Dove writes:

“The theme of the novel is the struggle of thesarit an historical turning point: ‘We

*9VK, LAGeS0 905 b; StAM, KA, StR5373/984; KrStR 15421/7743.

42! Instead of 21 June 1916 we also find 26 June 184&, StAM, KA, StR 15421/7743 respectively:
StAM, KA, KrStR 15373/984; on Mainz, see: chapter 4, footnote 56.

422 From September 1915 to September 1917 the rafpisit IV of the First Bavarian Foot Artillery
Regiment was commanded by “Oberleutnant L. Kimmic@e: BKA,Die K.B. Schwere Artillerie im
Grof3en Kriege 1914-191800. This choice of a return to the front orHerttreatment is clear from the
fact that he was neither stationed in a reserveeyafErsatzbatterig or in a convalescent company
(Genesenbatterje

23 On experienced doctors in tHeimat see also: LerneHysterical Men 140-141.

24 StA Munich, 11, 1/15591 etter from Dr Marcuse.

2> julian MarcuseKoérperpflege durch Wasser, Luft und Sparipzig, 1908) vi.

426 On water and bathing therapies, see: Lerhigisterical Men 118-9; Julian MarcuseBader und
Badewesen in Vergangenheit und Gegenwart. Einerkigtorische Studi¢Stuttgart, 1903), 138-151:
Marcuse, Korperpflege 62-3, 67-68; 73-122, 130, 140, 142, 145-147, 35259, 167; see also:
Lipowski, Leitfaden der Therapjel 16; onNervengymnastjlsee: Marcuse&exuele75.

427 StA Munich, 15591 Bericht Standgericht Miinchetunlike Konigshofen, he does not criticise his
treatment inDie Wandlung but sometimes bathing therapies also resultedgimtmares, as was the case
for the German writer and ex-soldier, Oscar MarniafGee: Oskar Maria GradVir sind Gefangene. Ein
Bekenntnis aus diesem JahrzeliBerlin, 1948) [1927] 210; Lernerlysterical Men 119; Marcuse
concluded already before the war that extreme temtpes and exessive long-term bathing had to be
avoided.
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must become new people’, declares its protagofst,must create new souls, new
values to live by" The appeal of this novel foettwenty-three year old Toller needs
little elaboration.**®

Possibly Toller himself had a hand in his transéeEbenhausen. Marcuse was
the father of Hans Marcuse, a soldier who cameditefls defence — together with
Julian Marcuse — when he stood trial for high weas July 1919. Both Hans and his
brother, Walter Marcuse, served in the Prussiant Fadillery Regiment 225
(FulRartillerieregiment 22h a heavy infantry unit that was part of the F#tmy Corps
and therefore stationed in the neighbourhood bkeiToller’'s unit in Pont-a-Mousson
or in the Priest's Woot® Though Hans is said to have served with Tolléhafront**°
details about the location and time are unknowthd@abgh it seems likely to have been in
the Priest's Wood where Toller records cooperatidth a Prussian infantry mafj
Interestingly enough, the non-commissioned offiiiter Marcuse was stationed on 19
June 1916 in Toller’s recruit company of the ReseBattalion of the First Bavarian
Foot Artillery Regiment in Mainz, as is evidentria letter that Marcuse sent to Georg
von Vollmar (1846-1929), the well-known reformigabler of the pre-war Bavarian SPD
and a close friend of the Marcuse family as a wfl@his means that his combat unit
recruited its soldiers from the same regiment as dfh Toller; it may imply that Toller
had known the Marcuse brothers for much longehaes even since his training in
Milkertshofen. Since Walter was expecting to begith an officer training course in
July 1916, this may explain why he was stationell@inz. As Toller arrived two days
later, it is very likely that the two men met heklieis unclear whether Hans was also
present in Mainz, although the correlation betwesnbrother’s presence and Toller's
road to Ebenhausen might be enough to explain willerfwas sent to that clinic in
particular. We can only speculate about the intheeof this context of personal relations
on a diagnosis that now relieved Toller from war.

On 29 August 1916 Toller was transferred to a aetescent company of his

433
VA

regiment in Mainz.” Due to Marcuse’s diagnose he was placed on hglapa soldier,

%8 Dove,He was a Germare9.

42%11SG Amsterdam, NL-Vollmar, 1363, which contairarious letters of Walter (and Hans) to Georg
von Vollmar, written in 1915 and 1916 and showihgttthese two brother served in the same, Prussian
Foot Artillery Regiment 225, also known as the R&missian Heavy Field “Haubitz”-Battery No.225.

39 StA Munich, 11, 1/15591.

“LToller, GW, IV, 71.

432 11SG Amsterdam, NL-Vollmar, 1363,etter from the non-commisioned officer Walter Mee to
Georg von Vollmar, 19.6.1916 (Mainz)

433 There were 5 convalescent companies, but it iteanin which one Toller was stationed. See: HStA
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until he was officially released from front servime 4 January 1917; “unfit for war, but
permanently fit for work *** Officially Toller now ran the risk of employmenmt the war
industry, but the army soon dismissed him for fat&lto study from 15 January to 1
April 19174

Munich, 1V, KrStR 15373, 11/984; KrStR 15421/774BKA, Die K.B. Schwere Artillerie im Grol3en
Kriege 1914-1918700.

434 Friihwald/Spalek (edsfall Toller, 12; Paul Lerner has recently shown that thisriiaig, which was
common in the case of “war neurotics”, had lesdatavith an intention to actually employ ‘war neurst
than with the state’s efforts to prevent claims/#w pensions, see: Lernétysterical Men 149.

43° Hempel-Kuter/Miiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessgs.
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PART Il

THE STRUGGLE FOR REBIRTH
[1916-1917]

FRIEDRICH: Sonne umwogt mich, / Freiheit durchstrdmich, / Meine Augen schauen den
Weg. / Ich will ihn wandern, Schwester, / Alleimcudoch mit dir, / Allein, und doch mit allen, /

Wissend um den Menschen.

ERNSTTOLLER, Die Wandlung
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In the Shadow of the War: The Struggle
with the “Inner Enemy”
[1916-1917]

“l want to forget the War” (1916-1917)

Before his official release from the army on 4 &g 917, Toller had already returned
to Munich to take up his studies that had beenruqped by the war. As we have seen,
he already had plans to attend Munich University9a4, but war kept him away longer
than expected. In November 1916 he registered eatldbal university in law and
political economy Volkswirtschaft in the departments of respectively law and
philosophy?*3®

Toller found lodgings in the centre of the toweanthe university and close to
Schwabing, Munich’s artistic quart&Y. This quarter, the self-styled anarchist and full-
bearded Erich Mihsam records, was in many waysrbatibwn as a “cultural” than a
geographical expressiif Situated on the town's northern periphery, it whe
homeland of many uprooted intellectuals and digalalbbourgeois artists and writers
from Germany and abroad, including the RussianRotdh painters, Vassily Kandinsky
(1866-1944) and Alexei von Jawlensky (1864-19418, Austrian born poet Rilke, and
German writers like the novelist Thomas Mann anel dnamatist Frank Wedekind
(1864-1918), author of the populgrihling’s Erwachen(Spring’'s Awakening, 1891).
Gathering in its many coffee-houses and beer hatid,dabbling in endless talks, there

“3®Toller, GW, IV, Rotocol, 240: Frihwald/Spalek (edsHall Toller, 12.

37 According to the list of inhabitants of the Munmipolice, Toller first lived in the KurfiirstensteaB1/I
(with Schlemau) and then moved to the Amalienstrdgslll (with Herter) on 19 December 1916, where
after he lived in the Akademiestrasse 11/0 (witthétly from 1 January to 14 October 1917, see: StA
Munich, 15591 Report of the Stadtkommandantur dd 7.5.1919, n. 12

438 Erich MiihsamUnpolitische Erinnerunge(Berlin, 1961) 34, 88.
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was a variety of artistic circles in “Mother” Schioiag**°

ranging from anarchist-
bohemian networks to esoteric pagan-Gnostic gratipsa 1900 the latter had included
the so called “Cosmics”, a literary circle that waganised around the aesthetic and
charismatic poet Stefan Georg, Ludwig Klages arfcedlSchiler (1865-1923), and that
was inspired by the matriarchate theory of J.JhBafen’sMutterrecht(Mother Right,
1861). Georg had left the group in 1904, but iflénce remained dominant during the
time of the war. This also counts for the influent€&eorge himself, as we have seen in
chapter 1. In literature Naturalism had dominatedot® the war, and particularly
through the work of Munich’s uncrowned king, Pawdyde (1830-1914), but since the
war ideas that were later grouped as ‘Expressiorassn conquered a central place in
the artistic and literary minds. Many schools bbosed, but it was mainly the activist
one, inspired by the ideas of Kurt Hiller and théellectuals around JoélAufbruch
dreaming of a new organic society on the basistwbtherhood of man, which was most
influential *4°

When Toller came to Munich, his principal aim viadorget the trauma of war,
although this was not so easily ddfieThe town bore scars of the war in the shape of
the many war cripples and “embittered women” thalked its streets and the university
counted largely women or wounded soldiers amonsgtitdents for most ‘healthy’ men

stood at the frort? Like most other ex-soldiers in thleimat who had been

3% On “mother” Schwabing, see: Arthur Mitzman, “Anlaism, Expressionism, and Psychoanalysis”
in: New German Critiquel0 (Winter 1977) 77-104.

449 On Munich’s literary and artistic climate befomdaduring World War 1, including the Klages-Schuler
circle, see among others: Peter Jelavidhpich and Theatrical Modernisfi€ambridge: Massachusetts,
1985); Robin Lenman, “Politics and Culture: Thet&tand the Avant-Garde in Munich, 1886-1914"
in: Evans (ed)Society and Politics90-111: Mitzman, “Anarchism” ifNew German Critique77-104;
Sterling Fishman, “Prophets, Poets and Prieststullysof the Men and Ideals that made the Munich
revolution of 1918/19” (Wisconsin, 1960), esp. B)-MihsamUnpolitische ErinnerungerFranziska
zu Reventlow,Herrn Dames Aufzeichnunggi913); Graf,Wir sind Gefangenelbid., Das Leben
Meiner Mutter(..); NeumeyerLichter und Schatterl11-112; Hubert van den Berg, “Naar een nieuw
hetairendom; Bachofen-renaissance en matriarchajgeuin de Miinchense bohéme (1900-1914)" in:
Bulletin. Geschiedenis, Kunst, Culty@, No.1 (1993) 41-61; on Munich as a principlecantre, see:
Robin Lenman, “Networks and Boundaries: German @entres and their Satellites, 1815-1914” in:
Malcolm Gee, Tim Kirk, and Jill Steward (edsthe City in Central Europe: Culture and Societynfro
1800 to the PreserfAshgate, 1999) 45-62.

“IToller, GW, IV, 76. Much recent literature about the war deaith its commemoration in post-war
society, especially by memorials and graveyardslewts “forgetting” receives less attention. Efc
Leed already paid attention to the veterans’ neetbitget the war in post-war British and German
society in his insightfuNo Man’s Land(1979), which he recently further elaborated inaaticle. In
addition Sonia Batten has called for more attentiiothe element of “forgetting” in war memorialsdan
graveyards in Britain. See: Leed, ‘Fateful Memarieslustrialized War and Traumatic Neuroses’ in:
Journal of Contemporary Historyolume 35, No. 1 (January 2000) 85-101; SonigeBat‘Forgetting
the First World War” inJournal of the Centre of the First World W@tovember 2005) 44-65.

2 Toller, GW, IV, 76; on the image of war cripplesthe streets and at university, see: Paul Lerner,
‘Psychiatry and Casualties of War in Germany, 1984in: Journal of Contemporary Histoyyl9;
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prematurely released from war, Toller sought toesp the psychological wounds of his
recent war experience through silence and dé&HidRosie Grafenburg, a student in
Munich at that time, writes that she and other ferstudents respected the silence of the
male students and ex-soldié*$so that they kept their memory as a “secret tbatild
“never be communicated*’

While upholding this “secret”, mother Schwabinfeoéd Toller enough activity
and amusement for his heart’'s content. He recbatdhe enjoyed this local Walhalla of
artistic galleries and attended music concertsaah3Beethoven, and Schubert: “When
the music sets in | forget the cry of the man wieal dhelplessly between the trenches”.
Everything in wartime society seemed new and rbingsafter his recent experiences —
books, but also the comfortable lodging conditiohthe home where he lived, including
the care of a hostess, a warm bath, and a conifotiad. Toller made trips to the nearby
Bavarian lakes, where nature, through beauty amdjtillity, offered him relief from the
worst of his recent war experiences. In keeping wiis need to suppress the memory of
war, moreover, he avoided the news: ‘The War? Toelwvershadows my eyes. Since
weeks | have not read any newspapers anymore; tl twdmow or hear nothing about
the war.*4°

Uprooted by the war Toller also experienced in Mbra desperate urge to know
more about what he calls the “secret” and “law” &meaning” of things'*’ It was for
this reason that he attended the university wigreat “hunger for knowledge”, attracted
by the “particular”, though searching for “the geate**® He attended various courses
with a variety of themes, although mostly juridiead literary ones. Christa Hempel-
Kiter and Hans-Harald Miller have shown that higlgtplan contained seminars in
German philology with Friedrich von der Leyen (18/&%6), Fritz Strich (1882-1963),

and the historian of art, Franz MuncK& Though these lectures betray a heightened

Leed, ‘Fateful Memories’ in: Ibid. 90; Rosie Gralfemg,Prelude to the Past: The Autobiography of a
Woman(New York, 1934) 79.

443 7uckmayerStuck 251; Remarqudm Westen Nichts Neueshere Paul takes a similar attitude.

444 GrafenbergPrelude to the Pas®9.

44> Charles Edmund Carrington (1897-1990), Britishidnian and a soldier in World War |, quoted from:
Leed,No Man’s Lang12.

48 Toller, GW, IV, 75-76; Zuckmayer records music and othergkiim theHeimatas “extacy” after the
war experience, see tgsuck 278-9.

*“Toller, GW, IV, 74.

448 |bid.; professors like Friedrich von Miiller andcRard Willstétter record the enthusiastic spirit of
former war participants in their memoirs, “willirand desperate”, as Von Muller writes, to return to
intellectual work again”, see: Bruch and Miuller (edd)niversitat Mincherl53, 204; on the will to
study after the war experience again, see alskrdaer,Stuck 283-284.

4° Hempel-Kuter/Mdiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessgs.
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interest in literature since the experience of vegually noted by Hempel-Kiter and

450 they do not seem to have left specific traces otells mind, however,

Muller,
with the possible exception of Von Leyen's semiwar The German Press and
German Educatiorwhich may have stimulated Toller’s interest in ttude of the
public pres$>*

A course of art history by Heinrich Wolfflin (18645) on the German
Renaissance painters Diirer and Holbein made mgnession on Tollet>? Wolfflin,
author of the well-knownKunstgeschichtliche Grundbegriffe: Das Problem der
Stilentwicklung in der neueren Kur{§trinciples of Art History: The Problem of Style
Development in Modern Art, 1915) and often consdeas the father of historical
formalism in art, was an imposing figure in Munisldcademic establishment and a

very popular lecturer for his pioneering use of nwgrojectors:™?

His notions of
Renaissance art, putting man in the centre of thieetse, must have had a strong
appeal for Toller and his generation which had kiofoe a renaissance of the world
itself. Wolfflin’s emphasis on the supremacy of aimas, and his use of the methods
and concepts of cultural history and psychologythie judgement of works of art,
surpassing all conventional intellectualism, mayehtouched Toller’s religious mind
and strengthened the idea that explanations wetepe not simply to be found in
what one saW> It is an attractive thought that Wolfflin's semindeepened Toller’s
sense, based on his experience at the front,iibatgsence — and meaning — of things
lies in some higher realm. Yet the seminar did oféér Toller the light he was so
desperately searching for at this time, so thag glneral, that | seek, remains hidden
for me”>°

In his autobiography Toller writes that he estdi#d contact with “friends” in
Munich, including a girlfriend, but he does not rti@n any names. Dove suggests that
this girlfriend was Grete Lichtenstein, but it igfidult to trace the source on which he

relies?*® Toller also writes that he esteemed contact iglse “friends™>’ which might

*9pid. 87-88.

*11bid. 91.

2 Toller, GW, IV, 74; on W6lfflin, see: Conrad Fiedlddginrich Wolfflin (1994);

453 Bertha Badlt-Strauss, “Studententage in Miincheh2-1913” and Julie Meyer-Frank, “Erinnerungen
an meine Studienzeit” in: LammVergange Tagel97 resp. 216; Bertha Badt-Strauss in: Bruch and
Mdiller (eds.)Universitat Miinchen283.

454 Meyer-Frank, “Erinnerungen” in: lbid. 216.

S Toller, GW, IV, 74.

5% Dove,He was a Germar27. It is not impossible that this girlfriend w&sphie Steinhaus instead;
in any case, if indeed we are dealing with Lichteims as Dove writes, then her father might havenbe
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point to intimate contacts and sincere horizontaids of fraternal communify® Most

of these bonds, as we shall later see, were moulgleithe “secret” of the war, and
centred on the need to find new values in a wdrdd had been severly uprooted by the
war.

One of these “friends” was the Berlin sculptor Kkroner (1885-1929), who
made a bust of Toller in 1916 so that they musehaet during the course of that year
still.**° Having lodgings close to Toller’s in this perifd he shared with Toller a deeper
need for religious knowledge since his early yo#tbcording to his elder (and only)
brother, the neo-Kantian philosopher and editahefmagaziné.ogos Richard Kroner
(1884-1974), Kurt was a “stormy, passionate andessence wretched nature and
genius” who at an early age was influenced by tleekwof Schopenhauer and
Nietzsche and attracted by the unconscious forE&gep“which made him a lonely
and somewhat dark man, albeit passionately deuotdte Godly which he carried as
his personal secret inside himséff’He was “a passionately religious man, but in
conformity with the age in which he lived, his Faivas not bound by any positive
religion”.*®? Born and raised in an assimilated Jewish famigymfrBreslau, he had
tried to adapt his religious needs to a Christiamirenment, though free from all
forms of dogma. As a student from 1904 to 1909¢lnerished the wish for absolute
truth and a better understanding of the Godly essenhich was not fulfilled by his
study of medicine in Lausanne, Breslau, FreiburgBraisgau, and Munich. It had

driven him to northern Italy, where he had spemietin a monastic cloister in Porto

Max Lichtenstein, a local doctor and dentist whedi in the Eiselzstrasse 21-T, see: Handelskammer
Munchen (HkM) (ed.)Adref3buch fir Miinchen und Umgebung 1917, hergesteth dem Stande vom
31.0kt 191§Munich, 1917).

**"Toller, GW, IV, 75.

“*® Toller also had a relative residing in Munichfie Klenzestrasse 41-II, e.g. Else (Rosalie) ToHer
sister of Willy Toller and daughter of Josephing &tax Toller from Memmingen (chapter 2, footnote
1; chapter 5, footnote 10). As the only relativaawn (who also had warm thoughts about Toller), we
may assume that Toller took up contact with hegrdits arrival in Munich and it may have been iis th
way that he also met Netty Katzenstein, Else’s icoasd an intimate friend of Toller by 1918 (chapte
2, footnote 1). See: HkM (edAdresbuch(1917); HStAM, IV,Personalakte Willy Toller

459 Ausstellung(1928), no pagenumbers, here No. 63: “Ernst Tol[@€16); a picture of the bust is
printed in: Oscar Walzeklandbuch der Literaturwissenschaft. 2: DeutschehiRing von Gottsched
bis zur GegenwartPart 1l (Wildpark-Potsdam, 1930) 362; see alsistiDroller, 24, footnote 6, who
also points to that picture.

%0 Since December 1916 Toller lived in the Amalieasse 44/11l (see: footnote 2 of this chapter);
Kroner lived in the Amalienstrasse 74/1, see: Hiad.§, Adressbuct{1917). The address book records the
situation of 1916.

81 Richard Kroner, quoted in: Asmusroner, 54.

%2 |bid. 12-13; on Kroner, see also: Otto Grautdfiyrt Kroner (Berlin 1929); Thieme-Becker,
Kinstlerlexikon XXI (1927) 576; VollmerKunstlerlexikon 11l (1956) 124; Hanns Martin Elster, “Kurt
Kroner” in; Die Horen 1V (1928/29) 321-333Ausstellung1928). Interestingly enough, Otto Grautoff
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Fino. When he returned, he came across the wortkeofFrench sculptor Auguste
Rodin (1840-1917), crucial in his choice to becarseulptof*®® In that profession he
sublimated his religious feelings into his artistieativity, the only thing, as Richard
Kroner writes, that could temper his religious readd search for God: “His work”,
relying heavily on religious symbolism and thematizas therefore a real salvation
for [Kurt], without which he would have suffocatéaside.”®* At the outbreak of
World War [, this romantic irrationalist lived italy, where he stayed until May 1915,
when ltaly decided to fight on the Allied side d¢fetwar. Now Kroner returned to
Munich and served at the headquarters of Princedldmf Bavaria Regiment that was
stationed at the Russian-German frontlines in #mt#° although it is not clear whether
he served as a soldier or doctor in that reginfetunknown reasons he was dismissed
from active service in 1916, after which he reledtin Munich. Eight years Toller’s
senior, it seems likely that he also shared withlefoa discontent with the war
experience, besides his need for religion.

In the light of this friendship, it is perhaps moo surprising that Toller modelled
the profession of his alter egolie Wandlungon a sculptor. When Friedrich is released
from war, he feels doubt about the moral charasiterar but nonetheless sets himself to
the construction of a heroic statue to symbolizeviistory of the fatherlantf® In order
to banish the human cast of his idealism from hirgdirhe seeks to convince himself of
its righteousness by this statue. Dwelling on leenmiages of war, he aims at “a statue
with over-immense dimensions, a naked man, comypletauscled” and who is
“clenching his fist”, the exact opposite of the tingtic” self that war had made of Toller

in reality®” In the light of the recent war experience, howgiés impossible to present

was the father of Christiane Grautoff, Toller'srthivife, see: GrautoffDie Géttin und ihr Sozialisi8.

463 E|ster, “Kroner” in:Die Horen 327.

464 Richard Kroner, quoted in: Asmusgroner, 12-13.

485 Elster, “Kroner” in:Die Horen 327; Kroner's regiment was probably the Third &gan Field-
Artillery-Regiment “Prinz Leopold” from Munich, dbugh it may have theoretically also been the
Seventh Bavarian Infantery-Regiment “Prinz Leopdtdim Bayreuth.

%% On the need to construct a statue to give sensmltbers’ ideals, see also: Schulte, “Kollwitz’
Opfer” in: Ibid., Die Verkehrte Welt des Kriegessp. 127; Ulrich Linse, ““Saatfriichte sollen rtich
vermahlen werden!* Zur Resymbolisierung des Solutatds” in: Vondung (ed.)Kriegserlebnis262-
274.

7 Toller, GW, I, 35. The “man of the fist”, denounced in Hédfr Mann’s essay “Geist und Tat”
(1910), is a metaphor of the opposite of the hutgddeal propagated by activist Expressionismsit i
likely that Toller knew that essay by the summed®17, when he began to writde Wandlungon
the antagonism between manly strength and neursests,Lerner, “Psychiatry and Casualties of War”
and George L. Mosse, “Shell-shock as a Social B&saa: Journal of Contemporary Historg5/1, 13-

29 resp. 101-108; E. Showalt@he Female Maledy: Women, Madness, and Englistu@ult 830-1890
(New York, 1985) 167-194: Lerndrysterial Men Mosse Fallen Soldiers61-63.
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‘war’ as ‘victory’, which explains why he has dfilties constructing the statue. When

his old “friend” comes in and asks him whether tielgs doubt, he replies that he does
not so much doubt the existence affatherland but wonders whether there is not
somethingmore something “higher” than that. Puzzling with tiernal contradiction

of a war in which enemies are created “arbitrajif”’ he thus wonders whether his

utopianism is possible within the frame of patepti He refuses to give in to that doubt,
however, as it means re-alignment with Ahaseuhesgtiide and symbol of his restless
and lonely pre-war pa&t? In so doing, he clings to his statue to revivéneatthan to

commemorate a lost drea?.

Civil Rights in No Man’s Land (1916-1917)

Accordingly, Toller’s life in Munich was characteeid by the attempt to suppress the
reality of war and to stick to his former idealis¥fet it was precisely at the home front
where that idealism was undermined. Toller doesrecbrd the impact of the social
situation in Munich in his autobiography, but itiear fromDie Wandlunghat he must
have been deeply disillusioned by the deceitfullmédss communitarian idealism after
his release from war.

In the previous chapters we have already seenWmatd War | from the
beginning gave rise to xenophobia, directed agaittstr internal enemies like spies and
other traitors or against the enemy itself, demggtan aggressive publications at the
home front. This need for an “enemy” increasedrduthe war itself, when it turned out
to be impossible to fight a short war and whenviiae increased its toll upon the life of
the German population. Socio-economic disconterg eracial in that development,
most clearly experienced by an increasing lackoofdf The government had already
started food rationing in 1914, but this did noeyant rising prices and stagnating
incomes from leaving many people increasingly shbfood. The allied blockade and
bad harvests strengthened that tendency and kavtosening of the quality of food as
well. In March 1916 the food situation was the sagbjof an extensive internal

discussion within the SPD and in May 1916 the Wayd=Provisions Office was created

S Toller, GW, II, 35.
9 bid.
47°0On the relation between memorials and mouring, \8éeter, Sites of Memory
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to further rationalise the food supply. In June@8iod demonstrations in the centre of
Munich led to battles between mostly lower classtimg women and the army.

Mounting casualty figures contributed to the destinpublic moralé’*

The state was
aware of this, and perhaps also worried, but did/abseem alarmetd? However, in the
winter of 1916/17 the situation worsened due t@@dnemely hard winter during which
there was not enough coal to keep people warm. \iiepotato supply ended, there
were only turnips Dotschel, which hit the population hard as a whtlg@Even in

bourgeois families, like that of Thomas Mann, oreswow always “hungry*’

*lllegal
trade and usury began to flourish as a consequeneece fixing and confiscation by
the government and led to conflicts and riots innMh, and between the town and its
countrysidé'’® It joined hands with an increase of anti-Prussiantiment and hatred
toward “Germany” — how closely loss of patriotictlumsiasm was related to the
misery caused by lack of food is well expressedthsyy German economist Lujo
Brentano (1844-1931) who wrote that one now oftarg®otschland, Dotschland tber
Alles*"®

Socio-economic discomfort increased social terssiwot only between the state
and the population, but also between the populatnshthe Jews. Although first signs of
anti-Semitism were already noticed during the wirte1915-16, it did not radicalise

477
n

until after Verdunl."* Jews, associated with capitalism and modernityevm®t merely

471 On the food problem and its rationalisation, $@erald D. FeldmanArmy, Industry, and Labor in
Germany 1914-1918rinceton, 1966) 45-52; Gey&ferkehrte Welt39-40, 40-47; overall Munich lost
13,725 soldiers by death, see: Nipperdagutsche Geschichte, 1866-1918850; GeyerVerkehrte
Welt 36

472 The Prussian War Ministry reported in its monthsessment of domestic conditions in September
1916: “Without being an alarmist one can say thathulk of the population is weary of the war”, tpw
from: Peter Jelavich, “German Culture in the Gi&ar” in: Aviel Roshwald and Richard Stites (eds.),
European Culture in the Great War: The arts, erggnnent, and propaganda, 1914-190Bambridge,
1999) 36.

473 Geyer,Verkehrte Welt47; Karl-Ludwig Ay, Die Entstehung einer Revolution. Die Volksstimmiang
Bayern wahrend des Ersten Weltkrie@@srlin, 1968) 26-29; on the turnip winter and lcslzortages, see
also: Thierry Bouzon and Belinda Davis, “Feeding thities” and Armin Triebel, “Coal and the
Metropolis” in: Jay Winter and Jean-Louis Robedd¢, Capital Cities at War: Paris, London, Berlin,
1914-1919Cambridge, 1997) 305-341, 324, 336, resp. 342-373

4" Mann,In meinem Elternhay$4.

47> Geyer,Verkehrte WeJt40-47; on the hunger riots, see Willy Albrechandtag und Regierung in
Bayern am Vorabend der Revolution von 19B&rlin, 1968) 147-153, 238-242, 326-331, 343-348;
Ziemann,Front und Heimat342; on tension between home and countryside, Isee Meyer-Frank,
“Erinnerungen” in: Lammyergange Tage212.

478 Lujo Bretano, quoted from: Geyererkehrte wejt47; on Prussian hatred, see: Ziemafmont und
Heimat,272; on the critique to the authority of the stae: Bouzon and Davis, “Feeding the Cities”
in: Winter/Robert (eds.Capital Cities at War38.

47" Eva G. Reichmann, ‘Der Bewustseinswandel der dbats Juden’ inWerner Mosse and Arnold
Pauckner (eds.Deutsches Judentum in Krieg und Revolution, 19831 Tubingen, 1971) 511-612;
Zechlin,Die Deutsche Politik und die Judesil6-567; Siegludische Intellektuellel 74-194.
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accused of hoarding and profiteering, but of evgdire draft as well. On 11 October
1916 the Prussian War Minister Adolf Wild von Hobem (1860-1925), pushed by an
anti-Semitic lobby (and supported by the highercefs corps), issued an order to all
military commands to carry out an investigatiortte# levels of Jewish participation in

military service®’®

As this notoriousJudenzahlungor Jew census created a huge
protest, and not only from individual Jews and &worganisations, the government
decided to drop its publication, but now speculatiook over from statistics and — as

Saul Friedlander argues — possibly damaged theigof the German Jews more

than publication of the statistical material wolldve done, since it clearly showed
the Jewish effort during the waf’

Treated as second rank citizens, Jews experiethesgihlungas a shock®
Although at times the war also granted better protpfor Jews in army and society,
it made very clear that civil equality for JewsGerman society was an illusion. For
many Jews it was a turning point in their livespeasally for many young Jewish
soldiers who had risked their lives for a state tiawv questioned their loyalty. It not
only strengthened a new Jewish self-conscioushes$®lso a more positive valuation
of Jewish identity®* The number of young Jews who interchanged asgionilat for
Zionist aspirations is well known, including Er&tnon (1899-1988) who writes that
the census convinced him for the first time inlies of the need for a brotherhood of

Jews*8?

4’8 On the census, see: Zechlylitik, 529-533; T. Angress, ‘The German Army’s “Judenal’ of
1916: Genesis — Consequences — Significance’en: Baeck Institute Year BaokXIll (1980) 117-
135; Stephen MagillDefense and Introspection. The First World War a®iaotal Crisis in the
German Jewish ExperiencdAnn Arbor, 1977) 256-286; Saul Friedlander, ‘DRolitischen
Veranderungen der Kriegszeit und ihre Auswirkungenh die Judenfrage’ in: Mosse/Pauckner (eds.),
Deutsches Judentum in Krieg und Revolyt@®n76; Hoffmann, “Jewish Community” in: Horne (gd
State, Society and Mobilizatip88; Jelavich, “German Culture”, and Aviel Rosheydlewish Cultural
Identity in Eastern and Central Europe during thea® War® in: Roshwald/Stites (edsBuropean
Culture in the Great War36 resp. 103: Siedjidische Intellektuellé37-96; Jakob SegalDie deutschen
Juden als Soldaten im Kriege, 1914-1918. Einegdtatihe StudiéBerlin, 1922)

47 Friedlander, ‘Politischen Veranderungen’ in: MdBseickner (ed.)Deutsches Judentum in Krieg und
Revolution 27-76; on support fromnon-Jews, see: Siéigjsche Intellektuelle37-96, here 90-1.

480 Arthur Stern,In bewegter Zeit. Erinnerungen und Gedanken eitids¢hen Nervenarztes. Berlin-
Jerusalem(Jerusalem, 1968), 71-2; Sielijdische Intellektuelle92; Hoffmann, “Jewish Community”
in: Horne (ed.)State, Society and Mobilizatip88-102.

481 On the search for a this new consciousness ofHiddentity, see: Siegiidische Intellektuel|e20;
Shulamit Volkov, “The Dynamics of DissimilationOstjuden and German Jews” in: Rein-
harz/Schatzberg (edsJhe Jewish Response to German Cult@®2; Paul Mendes FlohGerman
Jews: A Dual IdentityNew Haven, London, 1999) 22, 56-58; StémBewegter Zejt73, 86-89.

“82 Erpst Simon, quoted from: Hoffmann, “Jewish Comityinin: Horne (ed.),State, Society and
Mobilization, 102. Historians often also point to the revivadl aeinforcement of anti-Jewish stereotypes
through contact of soldiers at the eastern frorh wiaditional forms of Jewish life, something ofte
conveyed in war memoirs, but such stereotypes \wessibly also strengthened by the presence of
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No detailed study exists of the rise of anti-Semitin Munich during the war,
but there is little doubt that it increased botlagiopular and an educated level. It was
the latter which was specifically worrying to Tallas it excluded him from those areas
where he sought recognition. Conservatives awdlkish members of the
Bildungsburgertunmalready exploited the myth of a racial antithds$wveen Jews and
Germans before the war, but it was only after 181 their ideas could count on a
growing sympathy in academic environments. In ¢bistext Toller's encounter with the
social reality of theHeimatundermined his last, saving reality after his bisibn with
the war experience itséft® As Jews were called profiteers, sacrificial airos the
fatherland were inverted? It might therefore be argued that Toller was pgstass hurt
by anti-Semitism per se than by this implicit a$tsan his war effort, which possibly
created a sense of betrayal.

In Die WandlungToller recalls how anti-Semitism destroyed hisakgo’s
‘victory’ through war. Although Friedrich has forfhyaacquired civil rights, he does not
possess the racial kinship and bonds of consangtiat turn out to be the criterion for
his admission into a post-war Germ@emeinschaftHe is informed about this by the
one who is closest to him and the symbol oftleanat his girlfriend, Gabriele. The two
had plans to get married, but Gabriele’s fathersdnet approve of this. Without
explanation, the man has made clear that he weeldbliged to turn his back upon his
daughter in case of marriage. Although Gabriele$oiriedrich and wishes “that he be

the father of her children”, her father owns a piet‘native’ soil Scholl§. She explains

Ostjudenin Munich itself. During the war the number@$tjudenincreased because of pogroms in Russia
and Poland, and most of them worked in the warstgiuwhich in Munich was largerly concentrated
around Krupp which had founded an important bratinglte in 19160n the confrontation with the
Ostjudenduring World War |, see: Reichmann, “Bewustseinsde&d” in: Mosse/Pauckner (eds.),
Deutsches Judentum in Krieg und Revolutkitl-612; Steven AschheiBrothers and Strangers. The
East European Jew in German and German-Jewish Gaunstess, 1800-192@adison, 1982) 139-
184, 215-252; Jack Wertheimddnwelcome Strangers. East European Jews in Imp&&many
(New York, 1987) 5-6, 202-203; Sander Gilman‘ThedReovery of the Eastern Jews in the East,
1890-1918’ in: David Bronson (ed)Jews and Germans from 1860 to 1933: The Problemati
SymbioseqHeidelberg, 1979) 338-365; Sieljidische Intellektuellel99; on the impact dDstjudenin

the homeland, see: Canetiigrettete Zungel36-137: on Krupp, see: Lothar Gall (elyupp im 20.
Jahrhundert. Die Geschichte des Unternehmens vateiWeltkrieg bis zur Griindung der Stiftung
(Berlin, 2002); on Ostjuden in the German indussse: Ludger Heidyvlaloche — nicht Mildtatigkeit.
Ostjudische Arbeiter in Deutschland, 1914-19A8desheim, 1995)

“83 Leed,No Man’s Lang 190; Carl Zuckmayer shares this disappointmentiabocial fragmentation
in his Stuck 280.

“84 On the profiteer as the opposite of the soldiemhn of sacrifice, see: LeeNp Man’s Land 206-
207; Jean-Louis Robert, “The Image of the Profitéer Winter/Robert (eds.)Capital Cities at War
118-132; on loneliness in théeimat see: Zuckmayer, Stuck, 278-279; Remardoe\Westen nichts
Neues
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that she springs from this soil and that a lifehaitt ‘roots’ is impossible for héf°
Unwilling to accept the end of their relationshisiedrich points to the fact that he as
well possesses 8cholle namely “the immensely great fatherland”, but tligkisch
tendency in Gabriele’s ideas undermines this argaetien. Left alone, he flees into the
aesthetic counter world of his heroic statue ta tis war ideals into a reality after all,
although it is clear that this is usel&%s.

Accordingly, Toller found in Munich a “no man’snd’ that not merely threw
him back to the “no man’s land” of Ahaseurus, Habae-confronted him with the “no
man’s land” of the trenct’ Stripped of the sense of sacrifice for the fathrt)athe
war appeared in different light.

In his autobiography he records that he had sotegbuppress the memory of

war in Munich, but this grew ever more difficult time went or’?

8 Increasingly aware
of the social situation at the home front, and lmab forget the horror of mass
slaughter, Toller fell prey to depression. In Faloyuhe was taken into a local hospital
with “psycho-neurotic and depressive disturbancess.doctor, the Jewish psychiatrist
Max Isserlin (1879-1941§° was one of principal researchers of the acadetiniic of
Munich, one of Germany’s best known institutionstiwe field of psychiatry, and a
pupil and assistant of its director, the well-knopsychiatrist Emil Krapelin (1856-
1926). Isserlin, known as a psychologically orienpsychiatrist, worked on a variety
of topics, including association therapies and isgidf movement and speech in case
of bipolar disorder. He shared an interest in peyahalysis which had begun to
attract more attention from neurologists and dactoefore the war, although he
remained an empirical researcher who accepted mpateary theories of will power

in the treatment of neurosi® During the war he was appointed as a doctor for

*®Toller, GW, I, 36-37.

% pid.

87| eed,No Man’s Land 14.

“Toller, GW, 1V, 76.

489 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18sychiatrisches Gutachten tiber Ernst Toller.

49 0n Isserlin, see: Jutisserlin, 12, 14-15, 19; Isserlin, “Psychologische Untehsungen an Manisch-
Depressiven (Assoziationsversuche)“Monatschrift fiir Psychiatrie und Neurologi22, No.IV/V/VI
(1907) 302-355, 419-442, 509-536; Emil KrapelirebenserinnerungeiiBerlin, Heidelberg, New
York, Tokyo, 1983) 135; Friedrich Deich, ‘Judisciediziner in Minchen’ in: Lamm (ed.Jiidische
Kultur in Minchen 311-318; Jan Martinius, “Max Isserlin: Begriindger Kinderpsychiatrie in
Minchen” in: Zeitschrift fir Kinder- und Jugendpsychiatrie unsyPhotheraphie28, | (2000) 59-62.
On his interest in psycho-analysis, see also: Js¢grlin 15-18 and 104-140; Isserlin, “Uber Jungs
Psychologie der Dementia preacox und die Anwendbrgudscher Forschungsmaximen in der
Psychopathologie® inZentralblatt fuir Nervenheilkunde und Psychiatdd; 329-343 (1907); Isserlin,
“Die psychoanalytische Methode Freuds" #eitschrift fir die gesamte Neurologie und Psycfeatl
(1910), 52-80. Isselin gained a special interestoth, which would make him especially known as a
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soldiers with psychological and nervous diseases Munich-based hospital (“L”), a
former schoof™ As part of the further rationalisation of war nesis treatment, his
hospital was transformed into a station for braameged people in the summer of
1916, at first exclusively for the First Bavarianndy Corps, but then for the whole of

Bavaria?%?

This also explains why Toller ended up with IsserTToller must have
been aware of the correlation between his depnessamd the war. Formally on
holidays since 4 January, he possibly took up admath Isserlin’s hospital though
his own regiment. It is unclear why he did not talecontact with a private clinic at
this time, although it seems likely that his choicea (state) hospital was motivated
either by financial reasons or by an awarenesBenjtavity of his condition.

It is not clear with which methods Toller was teghin Isserlin’s station. In
1917 Isserlin held a presentatiddber psychische und nervose Erkrankungen bei
Kriegsteilnehmerr{On Psychological and Nervous Diseases among \Atdicipants,
1917), which shows that “all kinds of psychotherape methods” were used in his
station, including hypnosis (according to Breueetk), application of medication,
electroshock therapy (according to Kaufmann), lathltherapies as well as working
therapies, then gaining in popularity, whereas guedjical and suggestive methods”
were applied with the aid of a whole army of prefemsal doctors, physiotherapists
and “special school teachers” to strengthen théemtst will.**® Paul Lerner has
shown that all these methods were common sincebdgenning of 1917, when
neurologists and psychologists shifted to a motgvadind of treatment to gain
greater and more rapid success against a disedsh took ever greater forms and
caused serious problems to the stdteAs Isserlin seems to have treated Toller
himself, and Isserlin’s own interest lay in theldi®@f psycho-therapy by association
tests and voice analys&S.t is not unlikely that these methods were apptiedoller

as well. Of course, one can only speculate on tfleeince of such therapies. Was

psychiatrist after World War I.

91 This was theRidlerschule or Ridler school, see: Jutsserlin, 22.

*92pid. 23.

493 Jutz, Isserlin, 22-23; Isserlin, “Uber psychische und nervoser&itkungen bei Kriegsteilnehmern®
in: Wurzburger Abhandlungeri6, No.10-11 (1917), 237-267; on these kinds ethwods of ‘active’
treatment, see also: Lernétysterical Men 92, 102-113, 113-123.

494 |erner,Hysterical Men 124-162, esp. 149-150. War neurosis was oftdedawar hysteria”, and
especially since the end of 1916; a turning poias\a special war congress of the Association for
psychiatry and the annual meeting of the Germarrdlegical Association from 21-23 September 1916,
the largest and most significant wartime meetingosychiatrists and neurologists, where the general
acceptance was that war neuroses were hysteraalars, see: Lernerysterical Men 67-74, 74-79.

49 Jutz, Isserlin, 24-25; also: Martinius, “Isserlin " irZeitschrift fiir Kinder- und Jugendpsychiatrie
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Toller alerted to the importance of speech as anmeagiving expression to his deeper,
psycho-social problems? In other words: did Issgréirsuade him of the need to create a
language to give expression to his war experientresRe light of Toller's shift to a
more active commitment to the production of poetiter his treatment in April 1917,
the latter is an attractive thought indé&d.

Toller records his mental breakdownDie WandlungAfter Gabriele has ended
the relationship with the protagonist, Friedricings to his heroic statue and receives a
visit by a couple that is victimized by war. Theman is stricken with sores on her
hands, caused by sexual contamination with vendisaase from her husband after his
return from the front. Like Friedrich, this man @i in the colonies. Once a handsome
man, he is equally stricken with sores; his fadens, his hands have been substituted by
artificial ones and his memory is gotié.Hesitant to approach this man, Toller’s alter
ego nonetheless walks out to this faceless man, taims out to be a comrade with
whom he had undertaken his perilous mission in Waey had split up, although the
man cannot remember that undertaking anymore. ifotle defence of the Fatherland
has lost all meaning® Haunted by the sight of the seemingly senselefferis,
Friedrich destroys his statue in an act of despaiith that he destroys his idealism for
the Fatherland.

Desperate he calls out for Ahaseurus, the symiboisarestless past, but unable
to accept regression he prefers to take a*yjuin. this situation, then, only a revolution

of the spirit, oGeistrevolution, is able to save Friedrich.

und Psychotheraphj&9-62.

49 50 far no (indepth) research has been done oretagon between Expressionism and the problem
of war neurosis, or — more specific — on the refatbetween psychological treatment and creative
forms of expression, although many Expressionistk gray to war neurosis and knew about its
methods of treatment. An exception to this relafop, although from a negative frame of prejudise,
the study of Hanz Prinzhorn (1886-1938jtistry of the mentally ill: A Contribution to thesychology
and the Psychopathology of ConfiguratigWien, New York, 1995) [1922].

497 Toller develops the theme of sexual mutilationtlzs source of human suffering Hinkemann
(1923), where impotence prevents the quest foabs®lute happiness of mankind, see: TolBWN, 11,
191-274; on the problem of veneral disease durirggldVWar |, see: Catherine Rollet, “The ‘Other
War™, I: Protecting Public Health” in: Winter/Rohtg(eds.),Capital Cities at Waresp. 446-449.

9% On the “man without the face” as a man withouniitg, see: Ulrich, “...Als wenn nichts geschehen
ware” in: Hirschfeld etc. (eds.)Keiner fiihlt sich hier mehr als Mensch.,.tsp.140-143; on men with
“broken faces” as men without identities, see alkmy Winter: “Kinship and Remembrance in the
Aftermath of the Great War” in: Ibid. and Emman&ivan (eds.)War and Remembrance in the
Twentieth CenturyCambridge, 1999) 40-60, here 48.

99 |bid. 39.

% On Geistrevolution as the essence of TolleWdandlung see: Franz Norbert Mennemeier, “Das
idealistische Proletarierdrama: Ernst Tollers WegwAktionsstiick zur Tragddie” in: Hermand (ed.),
Zu Ernst Toller 78.
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6

Community and Geist-Revolution
[1917]

Arthur Kutscher's Seminar (Summer 1917)

When Toller was treated for depressive disturbannessserlin’s clinic, Germany
entered a new phase in war. On 6 April 1917 theddnStates decided to participate
in war, provoked by the German unrestricted submeawarfare, which not merely
sought to run the Britisch sea blockade, but alsdian transports to the United
Kingdom?>®* It not merely strengthened the character of waeims of avorld war,
but also gave a strong impetus to the struggledémnocracy, especially when the
Russians decided for an immediate end to war aéeolution had broken out in
February 1917, and revolutionary forces deposed atmcratic regime of Tsar
Nicolas II.

In this context pressure for democratic reformGermany increased. Under
the threat of the Russian revolution, Reich chamc&ethmann Hollweg had already
persuaded the Kaiser to proclaim a message onrEE&ig with the promise of a
“revision” of Prussian suffrage after the war, kmoas the so called “Easter message”
(Osterbotschajt In order not to immediately antagonize cons@reaand right wing
circles, the chancellor had decided for the momoetht upon the formation of an inter-
fractional commission to explore the possibilitycoinstitutional reforms. However, the
news of political reform was enough to unleash aleiseries of strikes in April 1917,
which united in Berlin alone some 200,000 workersabout 300 enterprises, though
mostly munitions factorie®? Rooted in socio-economic discontent, aggravated by
upcoming bread rations, these strikes soon tumedmass protests against the war. In

this context the SPD’s left wing and pacifist sectialso increased its demands for

*1 Craig,Germany, 1866-194381.

%92 |bid. 381-382; Jiirgen Kock#&acing Total War: German Society, 1914-191&amington, 1984)
49; working class women were dominant in the Aptilkes, subject to hardship after their husbands
had been sent to the front, see: Frewdidmen in German Histor{53-154, 166-167.
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peace; when the party’s majority openly chooseufipert the state in upholding war, it
led to a schism and directly there after to thenftation of an Independent Social
Democratic Party (USPD) in April 1927 While the SPD continued under the
leadership of Friedrich Ebert, the USPD was ledHhgo Haase (1863-1919), a pacifist
lawyer of Jewish confession.

As Dieter Distl rightly notes, Toller seems to &avad little notion of these
development3® Though he may well have heard of them, he wasynafgpolitics and
pacifism. Too much occupied with his own problems, interests primarily lay with
literature and the need to come to terms with Hoghirauma of war and its aftermath of
depression.

In this struggle a positive twist emerged whendiarned to Munich University
in April 1917 and decided to attend a seminar onr@e literature by Arthur Kutscher
(1878-1960), entitledUbungen in literarischer Kritik und deutsche Stiliigen
(Practicing Literary Criticism and German Styleutcher, who had served at the front
as an infantry man and was released on the grafraddamaged knee, was well-known
for his “modern” contacts in the artistic and liter circles of Mother Schwabin§® His
best friends included the poet Karl Henckell (18®29) and the playwrights Frank
Wedekind and Max Halbe (1865-1944.In his “revolutionary” and immensely
popular seminar he paid attention to all arts,caltfin he displayed a special preference
for poetry and dram&.’ Kutscher's aim was to bring modern ideas and tigcies to the
attention of his students, which included the sltleda“station™technique that was
developed by Strindberg in such playsTasDamascusA Dream PlayandThe Ghost
Sonata Often he took his pupils to the theatre, follogvimhich they would have to write
critiques. Some students were also invited in anrad a local hotel, where they were
introduced to the epitoes of the Munich artistid éiterary scene, presenting their work

in the form of reading®® It is for this reason that the caffterat and self-styled

%3 David W. Morgen,The Socialist Left and the German Revolution: aonys of the German
Independent Social Democratic Party, 1917-19#2aca, 1975)

% Distl, Toller, 23.

% Toller, GW, IV, 74; on Kutscher, see: Arthur Kutschirjegstagebuch. Namur — St. Quetin — Petit
Morin — Reims — Winterschlacht in der Champa@denich, 1915) Part I; ibidDer Theaterprofessor:
Ein Leben fir die Wissenschaft vom Theétdunich, 1960); Herbert Gunther Dusseldorf (eésthur
Kutscher. Festschrift zu seinem 75. GeburtstdBeemen, 1953); Kutscher records that he had 800
students in the winter semester of 1918/19, setsdker,Theaterprofessqr72, 128.

% Toller, GW, IV, 74; KutscherTheaterprofessqi64, 58.

97 Artur Kutscher,Die Ausdruckskunst der Biihne. Grundri? und Baustegiom neuen Theater
(Leipzig, 1910); KutscheiTheaterprofessoi84.

°%8 Kutscher Theaterprofessqi81-84.
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anarchist Erich Mihsam, a frequent guest of thesetings, called them a particular
“breeding ground of the Schwabinger spirft®. Kutscher records the privileged
character of these meetings, “only” granted to Igufwho had proven themselves as
worthy through papers and discussions, and who aleravited by me”. He included
Toller to his “dearest and most talented pupit8”so that Toller was allowed to join
these selective meetings with the icons of thellbcdeme: “Thomas Mann, Karl
Henckell, Max Halbe read from their works,” he st and “Frank Wedekind sings his
lovely diabolical ballads in raw staccafd Kutscher also introduced his students to
Expressionist works, including that of the futurazNHanns Johst (1890-1940), an ex-
soldier who then was still a pacifist. Johst retd aneeting in July 1917 from his then
brand new playDer EinsameEin Menschenuntergan@he Lonely One: Decline and
Fall of a Human Being, 1917), not performed in Gamgnuntil after the revolution in
1918. The play, dwelling on the influence of Wedekand the theme of generational
revolt, is about an uprooted youth, at odds withutalues of their fathers and guided by
their own, inner experienc¥. It need not surprise, of course, that this themati
appealed to Toller.

Toller was enthusiastic about Kutscher’s semifiatt not only introduced him
to the fashionable trends in literature, but ipaghabled him to exchange ideas with
some of the great names of the Munich avant-gd&dsides Mann, Henckell, Halbe,
Wedekind and Johst, these names included Erich &ihaho later joined sides with
Toller during the Council Republic in 1919. At timalso quite dominant, Mihsam was
close to the students and often joined them om ¥ts to the theatrg:* According to
the student and ex-soldier Alfons Hartmann, whowkriEoller (possibly through
Kutscher’s seminar), Toller not merely frequentechl literary circles at this time, but
he also had “quite a lot of contact” with MilhsamYet it seems unlikely that contact

between Toller and Miihsam was profound. Hartmamasghis statement in a police

*%9 Mithsam,Unpolitische Erinnerungeri38.

10 Kutscher Theaterprofessoi81, 83.

> Toller, GW, IV, 74.

*12.0n Johst in July 1917, see: KutschEheaterprofessor72-3, 131, 134; on the play, see: Hanns
Johst,Der Einsame. Ein Menschenuntergaigunich, 1925); Sokelriter in Extremis 55-56; Horst
Denkler, “Hanns Johst’' in: Rothe (edBxpressionismus als Literatub55-556; on Johst, see: Rolf
DusterbergHanns Johst: “Der Barde der SS”. Karrieren einesutichen Dichter§Paderhorn, 2004).
*BToller, GW, IV, 74-75.

*1 Kutscher Theaterprofessor 29-130; Mithsan/npolitische Erinnerungeri.38-140.

*15 StA Munich, 15591Brief (228) der Stadtkommandantur, 21.5.1948rt Kroner, moreover, had met
Muhsam already before the war in Switzerland (Aa@nalthough his relationship to him in Munich is
unclear, see: Elster, “Kroner” iie Horen,321-333.
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report from 1919, when Toller and Mihsam were dlyesssociated with each other for
their political actions in the Council Republic,tlbey had very different temperaments
and ideas in reality, and they were never closeaxduhe Republic. Nor do they record
each other in their own memoirs. Mihsam, moreavas, known for his radical political
ideas (which was often ground for dispute betweaenand Kutscher) and he had openly
propagated pacifist ideas in his maga#f@én (which for that reason was prohibited in
1916), but Toller was at this time not politicailhferested and, unlike Mihsam, did not
associate himself with pacifism. As we have seeilhddm had also founded a local
branch of Landauer'Sozialistische Bundbefore the war, but Toller seems to have
remained outside this political network. Oscar Md&raf (1894-1967) records that the
circle had fallen in disarray during the war, buoae was still present when he returned
to Munich in 1916 after he was dismissed from v@raf, impressed by Landauer’s
Aufruf zum Sozialismusnce 1912, also writes that he only met Tollefébruary 1918,
and in different circumstances, so that it seentikaiy that he was part of this anarcho-
socialist group*® Thus Toller and Mithsam knew each other, and teegngo have had
regular contact with each other, but their relaiop was little profound, and cultural in
orientation.

More important than “contact” with Mihsam, was |[€0§ relation to various
literarily interested students whom he met duringd€her’'s seminar. These students
included Otto Zarek (1898), a Berlin born Jew frRmssian parents who studied since
1917 at the University of Munich, and Eugen Rot898-1976), an German ex-soldier
of Jewish bourgeois descent who gained some faragast in Germany after the war.
Both Zarek and Roth record that they were frierfdBatler.>*’ Roth was also a friend of
the sculptor Fritz Claus, who is recorded by Tdienself as a “dear friend” for whom
he also wrote a poem in April 1917, entitled “Naght Priesterwald” (A Night in the
Priesterwald, 1917). As Claus was a sculptor, latinKroner is well possible, although
Toller's poem and his friendship with Roth equadbyint to the likelihood that he visited
Kutscher's seminar as well. Both Claus and the ddlomred Roth were ex-soldiers.
Heavily wounded, Roth had been released from wahis memoirs Arthur Kutscher

also includes Zarek among his “dearest and mosnted pupils®*® so that he must

%1% Graf, Wir sind Gefangene342; Georg BollenbeckDscar Maria Graf. Mit Selbstzeugnissen und
Bilddokumenten dargeste(lReinbek bei Hamburg, 1985) 56.

17 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18eugenaussage Eugen Ro@tto Zarek,German
OdysseyLondon, 1941) 85.

*18 Kutscher Theaterprofessoi81, 83.
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have been part of the intimate settings of his samibut it seems likely that he also
invited the then twenty year old Roth, who was @biious young writer who wrote a
Strindberg-oriented drama for Kutscher in the summoé 1917, entitled Die
Gespensteretiide: Ein dramatischer AbWEige Study of Ghosts: A Dramatic Downfall,
1917)>*°

| believe that Toller records Roth in his autolb&ny as the energetic student he
calls “Weil3” (and thus through his interchangingte colors “Weil3”, e.g. white, and
“Rot(h)”, red), who wrote “twelve poems a day, seimes even fifteen” — “Goethe,
he says, had attained eighty volumes; he hopesatthra quarter of a thousand”. This
student, Toller records, stimulated him in his imgt of poems, so that his tiny
collection could soon boast “thousands of manusiip poems®?° Zarek, invited to
read some of these poems, records that Toller easfsl of a purely aesthetic poetry;
poetry had to confront the issues of the day, tievasl, and in times of war this could
only be the war itseff® It is important to note, however, that his was ot
confrontation with the war in political terms, mather one in moral terms that sought
to give sense to its sufferings through a re-symbtibn of sacrifice. This notion is
clearly expressed in the abovementioned poem wieatedicated to Clagé>

Interestingly enough, Roth was connected tdMeekschaya local literary circle
of students which was founded in 1916. Besides Rloghcircle included Walter Krtger,
Helmuth Gurlitt (who possibly joined Toller as acmait in Milkertshofen), Richard
Reichelt, Robert Wolfgang Wallach and Erich Trumm{#391-1983), the latter who

was the circle’s lively centr&> A non-political and spiritual community of friendie

>19|bid. 136.

>0 Toller, GW, IV, 74-75. | was unable to trace the identity'\¢feiR”.

%21 7arek,German Odysse5.

22 0n the need to give sense to suffering in waeims of a mystical ‘re-symbolisation’ of sacrifice,
see: Linse, “Saatfriichte sollen nicht vermahlendest”’ in: Vondung (ed.)Kriegserlebnis262-274;

on its implicit a-political nature, see: Wint&ites 221.

% Linse, Zuruck zur Mutter Erde277-292, esp. 279 and 283. Robert W. Wallach eveotlissertation,
Uber Anwendung und Bedeutung des Wortes(®tihich 1919, defended in Wirzburg in September
1919). Erich Trummler wrote a dissertation entitizelr kranke Hoélderlin: Urkunden und Dichtungen
aus der Zeit seiner Umnachturiiylunich 1921) and studied in 1922 at the Shakespawsstitute in
Birmingham. We know less about Helmuth Gurlitt, betwas possibly a member of Toller’s regiment
(see chapter 4). Trummler and Wallach were bothweterans, the latter who published a war diary,
entitled Aus dem Tagebuch eines Kriegsfreiwilligen 1914[1&ipzig, 1916). Richard Reichelt, then,
wrote a dissertation with the German philologisariz Muncker (see chapter 6) in Munich, entitled
Geschichte der Ode in der deutschen Dichtunbich was defended on 8. Juli 1919 and printed in
1921. After the war Trummler migrated to Norway,enhhe dedicated himself to music and theatre. Roth
gives an indirect description of the circle in HissertationDas Gemeinschaftserlebnis des Géttinger
Dichterbundes; Ein Beitrag zu Wahrheit und Dichtwtes 18. Jahrhundertsvhich he defended in
Munich on 3 March 1922 and which was published983L
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Werkschay not to be confused with the later Nazi organisatf the same name, was
united by the ideals of cultural rebirth with a gjpkinterest in reform of youth education
at schools and universitie§. Accordingly they were close to the ideas of Wymeke
which re-gained, as we have seen, popularity ansmwgal-reformist and radically
inclined sections of the Free German Students’ Leagound Joél, Kohn and Kurella in
Berlin. Closely associated with the ideas of Exgimgst Activism, we cannot exclude
their interest in that movement as well. Like Ja@reover, who had organised a social-
home for poor people in Berlin-Charlottenburg in139 members of th&Verkschar
flirted with settlement ideas, although less coteced this time, while at the same time
that flirtation seems to have been somewhat margusly inclined. In the summer of
1917, when Toller may thus have already met membktke circle, Trummler and
Reichelt toyed with the idea of a religious-comntanién settlement, but they only
pushed these ideals further after the failure ofif@d Republic in 1919. In this they
were aided by Johannes Mdller, author of the bbek Krieg als religiéses Erlebnis
(The War as a religious Experience, 1915) afdesscharmember in ElImau bei Klais
(Upper-Bavaria), where Reichelt was a teacher;spfaited, after which they took up
new plans with the aid of th&/andervogeln Aschaffenburg (Bavaria), but equally
without success. Then Trummler turned to anthroplogaand its founder, Rudolph
Steiner (1861-1925f>

Close to the ideas of the Wyneken-inspired saefairmist academic youth
movement, moreover, it is quite likely that Weerkschamwas familiar with Landauer’s
Aufruf zum Sozialismpwidely read among social-reformist students attitime and also
closely affiliated with the movement of Activist gpessionism around Kurt Hiller and
Joél's Aufbruch However, Roth himself seems to have been morectdtl to the
equally influential aesthetic notions of rebirth tefan George, and the religious-
esoteric dimension of the poems which the melamnciiibth published at this time for
the Freischars shortlived magazind)as Werkschif{"'Working-Boat’) (which appeared
only twice) may be a reflection of thi&

In May 1917 theéWerkscharmembers Trummler and Wallach were invited for
one of the most celebrated intellectual meeting;nguNorld War |, organised by the

publisher Diederichs &urg Lauenstein in Thuringia (Baden-Wurttemberg) tcdss

24| inse,Zuruck zur Mutter Erde279.
% |bid.; DLA, Marburg, Lauensteiner Tagungen, 19978, Teilnehmerliste
°% | inse, Zuruck zur Mutter Erde279.
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the “meaning and purpose of the ag&”As the ideal of th8urgfriedenhad lost much
of its appeal in the course of the war, Diederibbped to establish a new common
ideal of Deutschheitor Germanness, and unite members of the Gernmamatielite
under the banner of one national flag, althoughhleeeby unintentionally forced the
controversies of the agé® Invited were members from the academic establishme
and beyond, and from a variety of directions andcigiines, including the
sociologists Max Weber and Ferdinand Tonnies, tre@erman publicist and former
Socialist Protestant pastor Max Maurenbrecher (1¥9RD), the ethical philosopher
Franz Staudinger (1849-1921), the women’s acti@sttrud Baumler (1873-1954),
and the president of the (Anglo-Saxon inspired) m@er Garden-Town Society
(Deutsche Gartenstadt-Gesellschaftans Kampffmeyer (1876-1932). As Diederichs’
interest mainly lay with th&andervogelnd the academic youth movement, he had
also recruited various young people between theotigd-35, and mostly from the Free
Students’ League and Free German Youth Movemedjdimg the abovementioned
Trummler and Wallach, Werner Mahrholz, the lifearafing Freischarpresident
Ahlborn, the Worpsweder painter Uphoff, the poeth&im Vershofen (1878-1960), the
editor of the left-liberal magazindérz Theodor Heul3 (1884-1863) and, interestingly
enough, Toller's friend, the Berlin sculptor Kronfthe meeting was organized by
Diederichs with the aid of AveneriuBlUrerbund the religiously inclined Comenius-
Society Comeniusgesellschaftand the Patriotic Society 1914/&dterlandische
Gesellschaft 19)4from Thuringia, the latter of which was co-fouddey Diederichs
himself.

According to the protocol of the conference, writley the Dresdnekunstwart
editor Wolfgang Schumann, youth hoped at this genfee ‘for concrete guidelines for a
political activism of the German spiriGgis)’ and emerged deeply disillusioned when
this was not the casé In fact, the conference was dominated by a hededshte

between Maurenbrecher and Weber, which symbolieaiticipated the political schism

27 Hibinger, “Diederichs und eine neue Geisteskultar’Mommsen (ed.)Kultur und Krieg 265;
Hubinger, “Journalist’ und Literat” in: Ibid./Monmsen (eds.),Intellektuelle im deutschen
Kaiserreich 107-109; HeidlerPiederichs und seine Wefi1-98; on the meeting, see also: Mommsen,
Birgerliche Kultur und Kunstlerische Avantgardé2-167.

% Hiibinger, “Diederichs und eine neue GeisteskulturMommsen (ed.)Kultur und Krieg 264, 259-
261; see also: Hubinger, “Kultur und WissenschaftRomantik, Revolution und Refqrii.

%29 Wolfgang SchumanrRrotocoll, printed in: Hiibinger, “Diederichs und eine neusisGskultur” in:
Mommsen (ed.)Kultur und Krieg 271, on Schumann, who would later join the SPB w&as tolerant
toward Jews, see: KratzschKunstwart in: Mai/Waetzoldt/Wolandt (eds.)ldeengeschichte und
Kunstwissenschaf890; KratzschkKunstwart und Durerbund437.
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that deeply divided Germany a few months [&terwhile the Pan-German life-
reformer glorified the sacralisation of the autbemian German state and called for a
revitalisation of the Old Prussian values and thst@cratisation of society through
the establishment of a “party of the educatéeigtigen”’, Weber propagated the
democratisation of that state through a refornmefGerman suffrage system, and that of
Prussia in particular. Rooted in an aristocratiatempt for what he considered the
“characterless ‘plebeian’ politicians of the impérregime>*! Weber was deeply
irritated by Maurenbrecher’s views and in his areygn proclaimed that he personally
held theKaiser responsible for the current misery in GermaMth volcanic torment
Weber exclaimed that when the war would be overydld insult him so long that he
would prosecute him, and that he would then folhee dtatesmen responsable for the
current misery to resign. Wondering whether Webas werhaps not, as Theodor Heul3
later put it, a “secret romantic”, many young peoplere deeply impressed by these
actions, although they rejected Weber’s ‘realisagking for a concrete debate of values
rather than a reform of politics and existing ingtns. It was Knud Ahlborn who stated
this wish most clearly, recalling the need for axdt rebirth of a society that had chased
youth into war. Defending an internationalist signge was open to students in other
countries and felt contempt for a state which haxsformed itself into a machine in this
age of war. Ahlborn’s notions were representatioe those of a much larger war
generation, but they could count on scepticism ftieenelder generation, including from
Weber, who attacked youth for its naivety, and wsitich scorn that he lost much of the
credit he had previously won among youth. As Welias obviously only informed
about the ideals of youth through Wyneken-inspoiedes, Ahlborn re-emphasised his
distance from Wyneken (see chapter 1), and fousdlation to the age only in life
reform itself>*2

Contrary to the life-reformist solutions of Ahlbgimowever, most of the young

people present clung to a romantic and mythical sraesm. Centering on the

*3% Hiibinger, “Diederichs und eine neue GeisteskuliirMommsen (ed.)ultur und Krieg 266; Distl,
Toller, 26.

31 Mitzman, Iron Cage 293. Maurenbrecher's speech was based on his/,eB&a Krieg als
Ausgangspunkt einer deutschen Kulfiwtay, 1917, published ibie Ta), which all participants had
been advised to read.

32 0On Weber and Maurenbrecher, see: Hiibinger, “Dielerund eine neue Geisteskultur” in:
Mommsen (ed.)Kultur und Krieg264-265; the term “secret romantic” comes from ddwr Heul3,
quoted from: Mitzman]Jron Cage 293; also printed in Frihwald/Spalek (ed&aJl Toller, 27; on
Ahlborn, see: Schuman®rotokoll, printed in: Hibinger, ‘Diederichs’ in: Mommserd(g Kultur und
Krieg, 272; the term “mythical messianism”, see: Hubmdg&ournalist’ und ,Literat™ in: Ibid. and
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redemptive force of “youth culture” and charism&iemeinschafideals, theNerkschar
called for a pseudo-religious revival in terms dhaw myth” — which possibly further
sustains the above mentioned suspision of Geongience — that would resolve “all
problems”, the protocall recalls, “including thelipcal”. Relying on Walter Rathenau’s
Von Kommenden Dingd@n Things to Come, 1917), a then popular textcabed for

a renewal of the nation through a new morale, Whithéershofen — himself almost 40 —
concluded that youth needed “to built anew frontdratup”. To him “the GermaGeist

in the sense of Goethe and Schiller”, that isJerdant and cosmopolitan notion Gkist
was capable “to penetrate the world” and to givenapetus to a new, German spirit
(Geis). In line of this call for spiritual rebirth, Cddphoff showed deep disillusionment
with the lack of leadership from the elders andkepaf the need to find a “synthesis of
the German man”. Kroner further supported thes@mn®t envisioning the salvation of
the German nation through the construction of av‘iiemple; through a new German
religion; through a kind of monastic community dfet Holy German orientation
(Gesinnuny’, views which were badly understood by the elderd even caused ‘some
impatience®*® but they were typical for the longings of the amait youth movement
in Germany’3*

If we now turn back to the protagonist of thisdstuwe here thus find a link to a
group of students who were more than a group efaliy students alone, but who were
radically uprooted by the war experience and desglgrin search for a re-valuation of
existing values. Although the exact relation betw@eller, Claus, Kroner, Zadek, and
the members of theVerkscharremains somewhat unclear, they shared their need f
spiritual rebirth Geistrevolution) and all fostered socio-religious conmtarian ideals
that could give new meaning to the sense of warTéler shared that need, he thus
found a group of like-minded students that furtbieengthened him in his striving to
find an answer to the war. When Toller recorded tiesesteemed contact with “friends”
in Munich (chapter 5), it may have not merely baaeference to these people, but also
for this reason.

Perhaps inspired by the mythical messianism afettigiends”, then, Toller may

have felt the urge to sublimate his own needs farahrebirth and social utopianism into

Mommesen (eds.)ntellektuelle im deutschen Kaiserrejct08.

°33 schumannprotokoll, in: Hiibinger, “Diederichs und eine neue Geisttskuin: Mommsen (ed.),

Kultur und Krieg 273. On Rathenau’¥on Kommenden Dingesee: MommserBurgerliche Kultur

und Kunstlerische Avantgard&56-7.

3 Hiibinger, “Journalist’ und Literat” in: Ibid./Mmmsen (eds.))ntellektuelle im deutschen
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what is possibly one of his nicest poems ever @nittDer Ringende” (The Striver,
1917)>*° The poem is an expression of the need to re-walhat existing values of the
past, which throws him back to the parental horymp®lised by the mother. Influenced
by neo-romantic thought® and with a clear (implicit) Nietzschean undertottee
mother is presented as a reproductive body, althdogmoral terms. Seeking to
become the genesis of his own values, the motheedssed of spiritual infanticida’
which the child seeks to undo. Responsible forola birth, then, Toller becomes the
authority — that is: God — over his own moral refction, and thus he becomes a
“mother” to himself. In so becoming, Toller fin@emeinschafthrough a re-definition

of the values of the past:

Die Dichter weihen bunten Versenkrans
Verstandnisvoller Lieber zarter Mitter

Die schitten stissen Tau und Blitenschnee
Auf Knospen, die in Junistem beben.-

Ich lasse meine magren Finger

Behutsam Uber jene weichen Worte gleiten
Und denke schmerzlich grauer Stunden

Da mich Erkenntnis schittelte mit dirrer Faust.

Kaiserreich 108.

°% In the literature on Toller it is falsely believéitht Der Ringendavas written in 1912, when Toller
was eighteen; the content, thematic and symbolistray influence of the war and show similarities
with other war poems. The date 1912 is writtenMormorgen Potsdam, 1924, which is copied by:
RothsteinGemeinschaftfootnote 10, 2, 287; Roth&oller, 27-28; DoveHe was a Germari5; Toller:
Pazifist — Schriftsteller — Politike#.

3 Toller’s conception of motherhood was deeply iaflued by romantic thought, which dwelled on a
conservative but positive conceptualisation of womand motherhood; ideas of Bachofen and his
matriarchal theory circulated fin de siecleGermany, infusing these notions of motherhood wétv,
counter-patriarchal insights. Influences of botlrents were present in Expressionism, published in
magazines likdDie WeilRen BlatteandDie Aktion Lu Maerten (1879-1970), for example, influenced
by Bachofen, appreared ie Weil3en Blattewith an article entitled “Geburt der Mitter” (191énd

the Expressionist painter Otto Freundlich (18783)%llowed inDie Aktionwith an article entitled
“Das Kommende Reich” (1917), in which it said: “éed. muf3te einmal im stillen die Nabelschnur
zerrissen haben, die ihn mit den alten Muttern aedj. A similar notion of cutting the umbilical abr

to express the need for a re-valuation of valuedingein Hermann Hesse®emian(1919), written in
1917. It is unclear, however, in what way Tollerswafluenced by such matriarchal theories, although
it is possible to see in the first phrases of “Bangende” a reference to his awareness of suchigseo
in Munich (through a George-inspired Roth?). Onitifauence of psycho-analysis in Expressionism,
see also: Mitzman, “Anarchism” ilNew German Critique77-104, who points, amongst others, to the
central role of Otto Grol3 on Franz Jung and Fraezfg\l

537 |nfanticide was a popular literary theme of thee 128" century German Romantic Movement, see:
J.M. Rameckerd)er Kindesmord in der Literatur der Sturm und DrafiRptterdam, 1927) — one can
think of: Goethe’sUrfaust (1775-76); Schiller's “Die Kindsmérderin” (1781}einrich Leopold
Wagner'sDie Kindsmorderin Wilhelm Friedrich Wucherer'dulie oder die gerettete Kindsmdorderin
(1782); Gotthold Friedrich Staudlin’s poem “Seltlée Kindermérderin” (1776); and Anton Matthias
Sprickmann’s poem “Ida” (1777).
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Geschenke wurden Hagelkorner, die mich schlugen
O Mutter, Multter,

Warum bist Dus nicht?

Kann ich nicht jene Frau,

Die mir mit ihrem Blute

In dunklen Nachten Herzslag lieh,

Aus frommen Herzen Mutter nennen.

So will ich weite Wege wandern.

0, dalR’ ich einst von langem Suchen nicht ermudet,
An stachlichen Ligusterhecken traumend,

Dich, Mutter, fande.

Bin ich nicht selbst mir Mutter?

Du, Frau, gabst stohnend

Einmal dumpfes Leben mir.

Ich starb so oft seit jenem Tag.

Ward neurer Keim, der wuchs und sich enfaltete,
Der Frucht entgegenreifte.

Gebar mich schweigend unter namenlosen Quaelen

Ich ward mir Mutter.

The centrality of rebirth also characterised thdimg of Toller's dramaDie Wandlung
which he began to undertake during the summer bf 18nd possibly when Kutscher’s
seminar had already come to an end). Richard Daitesithat Toller spent two months
in a sanatorium in Bad Schachen at Lake Constantteeisouth of Germany during that
summer, although it is unclear on which sourcedties, and what the reason for that
stay was>® Residing at the lake or not, Toller now set hirhethe writing of his play,
which was then, characteristically, still call@gr Entwurzelte(The Uprooted One,
1917)>%

Unlike “Der Ringende”, however, where timeed for rebirth is centralDie
Wandlungwas writtenthrough rebirth. This was unquestionably the consequence of

Toller’s reading of LandauerAufruf zum Sozialismusf which he later recorded that it

% Dove, He was a Germar0. Toller records thdbie Wandlungwas written in a first draft in 1917
and finished in February and March in prison 1%k TollerGW, Il, 8. As he was then no longer at
the front, the play was thus not “created in 19&7fithe trenches”, as Horst Denkler once wrote; se
Horst Denkler, “Die Wandlung” in: Hermand (ed@y Ernst Toller 119.

39 1ISG Amsterdam, Landauer-Archive, No. 3Ber Entwurtzelte: Das Ringen eines Menschen
(Theaterstiick, undated Typoscript).
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had “touched and defined” him “decisiveR?° As Dove rightfully notesDie Wandlung

is a “carefully structured” play which centres dre tseventh scene, where rebirth is
central. This scene betrays clear influences oflaaar's conception of rebirth, so that
he thus cannot have written the play until afterréad the book. As the book was
popular in student circles, Toller may have he&wlait before the summer of 1917, but
it was possibly not read until shortly before hgdeto writeDie Wandlungand in any
case after “Der Ringende”. As there is reason lievsethat Toller did not begin to write
Die Wandlunguntil after (or at the end of) July 1917, he polgsiead that book in July
1917>*

Landauer'sAufruf zum Sozialismusad a great impact on Toller because of its
mystical and spiritual dimension. The book offeradtolerant and humanitarian
conception ofcemeinschaftin which people were united through a conceptibGeist
that largely equated the mystical experience of mamty itself — and thus the
experience of both the Godly and human unity ohghi As we have seefgeist
according to Landauer, was present in the existiodd, although exclusively among
isolated individuals (and especially artists aneliectuals) who served as vehicles to
awaken it in humanity as a whole. According to Launet, howeveiGeistcould only be
awakened in those who had reached their deepsi&, @s only then théolk had the
will to rebirth>*? Accordingly, suffering was the key to salvatiorhis notion, which
was a re-working of a Judeo-Christian core-bebefwed that Toller's suffering was
not sad, but positive, as it was a necessity tothe@hus Landauer showed that Toller's
struggle for rebirth was the key to rebirth itsélfhot merely opened the perspective of a
Gemeinschafof human beings, but it also gave Toller a claintake a lead in the
awakening of humanity as a such.

Modelling his play on Strindbergian ‘station’-testue>*® unquestionably
influenced by the insights of Kutscher’'s seminaid(perhaps by his contact with Roth),
Die Wandlungdeals with the theme of a rudderless youth andtitgygle for personal
and national rebirth. Walter Sokel discovered tsackthe work of Wedekind in the

> Toller, GW, IV, 84.

1 There is disagreement among scholars of Tollerhatt moment Toller first read LandaueRsfruf
zum Sozialismusn the past it was often located in the fall 8.Z. Margerethe Pinner, who met Toller
in October 1917 in Heidelberg, wrote that Tolled lta have come across that book shortly before they
met, but Dove suggests that he must have readbtiwkt earlier and points to the summer of 1917. See:
Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Bo¢k970); DoveHe was a Germar89.

%421 andauerAufruf zum Sozialismus1.

*%3 Rothe, Toller, 43; Dove He was a Germam9-50.
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generational rhetoric of the pla% but we may also detect an even more direct infleien
of Hanns Johst'®er Einsamepresented to Toller, as we have seen, in July.ll9ke
Der Einsame Toller's drama opens with an attack on the bonisyeharacter of his
mother's home; the mother is at odds with the swh @nnot understand his wish to
become a full-time artist; art can be tolerated@are-time activity, but a man needs to
fulfil his “real” task in life with a decent job,saJohst writes, and with ‘a steady
profession’ burgerliches Brotber(f as Toller writeS*> Reworking the moral critique of
“Der Ringende”, Toller lets Friedrich accuse histneo of spiritual infanticide: ‘Am | an
unthankful, waisted son? No, mother, no. You haker care of me with money, want
to pave my way to gain money... yes, my econontigréuis safe. But what did you do
for my souP You have taught me hatred toward the straniéhy.? Clearly written
from the perspective of the war experience, theherdbecomes the symbol of outdated
values which caused the sacrifice of her son. Asoeal example, therefore, Friedrich
can no longer accept his mother: ‘Mother | called ypecause you gave birth to me;
can | still call you mother today for having abandd my soul in the same way that
foolish mothers abandon their naked chifd®’

Having rejected the old world, Friedrich enters,ves we have already seen, but
he is disillusioned with its experience becausendermined all his values, so that he
destroyed his statue. In this context onlgeaistrevolution can save Friedrich, as we
have also seen, which is now offered in the sevamidge’ of the play, the core @ie
Wandlungtself. On the brink of suicide, Friedrich’s sistepbviously influenced by the
thought of Landauer — enters the stage and retedisr brother the truth of humanity

(Menschtur) that is, ofGemeinschaftwhich he also carries within him. “Your road”,

%4 Sokel,Writer in Extremis on the Strindbergian model, and the fact thatist have therefore been
“carefully constructed”, see: Dovele was a Germarb0.

%% Johst'sEinsamemay have been the first Expressionist drama whigler read that placed the cult of
generational revolt at its centre. HasencleMBes Sohn written in 1913/14 and the first real Expresssoni
example of that revolt, was staged in SeptemberGotdber 1916, but outside Munich, and it only was
published in 1918, see: Ginther Rihle, “Vater unihre: der Aufstand der Expressionisten:
Hasenclevers “Der Sohn’ und Tollers “Der Wandlumy” Theater Heutel (Berlin, 2001) 29; Hiller,
Leben gegen die ZeiBand 1, 87. Possibly Toller also knew Johst'st fanti-war dramaStunde der
Sterbenden(Hours of Dying People, 1914/15), first publishid the Literarischen Echp a leading
magazine in Germany at the time which lauded thag p the first months of war as one of the few
dramas in Germany that was able to catch the tygalf war through its emphasis on metaphor and
symbolism, see: Hantzschel, “Literatur und Krieg” Mommsen (eds.Kultur und Krieg 216. We find
symbols and metaphors of this playDre Wandlung including the thirst that Friedrich has when he
wakes up in the hospital (a Biblical connotatidhg role of the idiot, of the soldier’s regeneratiof

his Passion, of the crucification of man to thetledand the earth itself as the cross e.g. hor&ont
crucifixation). Richard Dove, then, detects indebtess to Strindberg in the opening sceneDif
Wandlungwhen Friedrich identifies with this playwrightes DoveHe was a Germarb0.

**®Toller, GW, II, 19.
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she says, leads “to God, who @eist and love, and strength; to God, who lives in
humanity”, but he “who wants to turn to the peopkfe adds, “needs to turn to himself
first.”>*” Communicated in biblical language, she revealsetdbrother that his suffering
is the very source of his salvation. All but raabknowledge, this ‘truth’ appeals to
belief, and thus t&eist Employing Christian symbolism, the sister proposiesing the
eyes of her ‘blind’ brother, so that he shall ¥8élhrough the eyes of thBeist then,

the world appears in a different light. Reborngéhich is also sent, and becomes a key
to the regeneration of humanity as a whole. Alttotlge future is unknown, he has
become a prophet who wants to walk “that way; gldné nonetheless with you —
alone, but nonetheless with all — knowing aboutpbeple”. It is the start of Friedrich’s

prophecy ofGeistrevolution.

The Conference at Lauenstein (Fall 1917)

In the summer of 1917 Germany’s political climataswdrastically changing, as a
result of further discontent with the war. Follogirthe April strikes and the
chancellor’s promise for political reforms, tReichstagshifted in favour of moderate
forces and passed its famous Peace Resolufoedénsresolution on 19 July,

calling for a negotiated peace and renouncing tbkcyp of annexations. It was
attacked from the Right, which, pressed by thetamyyi command, reacted with the
foundation of theDeutsche Vaterlandspartéizerman Fatherland’s Party, DVP) in
early September, and which called, under the |shierof Admiral Alfred von

Tirpitz  (1849-1930), for a Siegfrieden (‘peace through victory’), for

annexionationism, and for a strengthening of then@aa autocratic state. Although
opposition to the DVP was expressed, it was a tnelmes success and its
membership by July 1918 by far exceeded that ofSihgal Democratic Party. Klaus
Schwabe has shown that the DVP could also coutth@rsupport of a large number

%7 |bid. 40. The words are a clear echo from Landausufruf zum Sozialismu&We cannot wait for

humanity”, Landauer writes, we must “ourselves fiohanity within us and then create it anew. Froen t
individual begins everthing, and in the individlias everything”, see: Landauéufruf zum Sozialismus
145.

*%8 New Testament, Luke 18:35-43; Markus 9:47; theidé belief through blindness was a recurrent
theme in romantic and naturalist literature as wafid it is often used in Expressionism, amongst
others in Hasenclever&ntigone(1917), which exerted some influence on Tollee (sext chapter), see:
Walter HasencleveAntigone: Tragddie in 5 AktdiBerlin, 1918 — Third Edition), 41.
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of academics, receiving no less than 1,100 sigeataf German professors upon its
foundation>*® Before that time, and shortly after the Peace R#ésn, Bethmann-
Hollweg was sacked as chancellor by the Kaisesga@ by the military command of
Hindenburg and Ludendorff, and replaced by an alesPuussian civil servant named
Georg Michaelis (1857-1936), who was unable to terdbalance the power of the
two military leaders, and for that reason they beeathe virtual rulers of the
country>° In this context Wilhelm Il stood isolated, and mand more became a
puppet of the army.

In the light of these developments Eugen Diedsrabécided to organise a new
conference aBurg Lauenstein in Thuringia, which took place from&&ptember to 3
October 1917. Disillusioned with the May confergnce hoped to give new birth to
his ideal of Germanness, although the conference foomally addressed “the
problem of leadership in state and cultut®”All together he invited some seventy to
eighty intellectuals, artists and representativéstlee German academic elite,
including many of the people who had been invitethe May conference, but also a
variety of new attendees. Besides Weber, Maurehbredcampfmeyer, Vershofen
and Tonnies, he invited the historian Friedrich iMddie (1862-1954), the sociologists
Werner Sombart and Edgar Jaffé (1866-1921), as agellarious writers and artists,
like Richard Dehmel, Walter von Molo, Paul Erns8§6-1933), the war and working
class poet Karl Broger (1886-1944) and Heinrichstkr(1889-1936), a member of the
so-called “workers-poets” known as th®erkleute auf Haus Nylandwhich also
counted the above mentioned poet Vershofen amangeémbers. As youth had felt
neglected at the May conference, he decided teaeraviarger share of youth as well:
Ahlhorn, Kroner, Uphoff, and Heul3 had already bpessent in May, but new were

%49 Craig, Germany, 1866-194887-388; Klaus Schwab®issenschaft und Kriegsmoral: Die deutsche
Hochschullehrer und die politischen Grundfragen Besten Weltkriege€6ttingen, 1969) 160.

%0 Craig,Germany, 1866-194385.

5! Hibinger, “Diederichs und eine neue Geisteskultar’Mommsen (ed.)Kultur und Krieg 263.
Toller records the theme of the second conferem¢erims of the first, and speaks of “the meanind) an
purpose of the age”, although it formally had dedint title. It reveals much about the way in whih
he himself understood the conference. His statemmaminetheless confusing, especially in combinatio
with his recalling of Weber’s denunciation of thenporer and struggle with Maurenbrecher, as it gives
the impression that Toller was present at the (mmopmrtant) May meeting, as Gangolf Hubinger — and
in addition: Wolfgang Mommsen — suggest. Walter Wwlo, however, testifies that Toller was present
at the fall gathering, which is also clear fromtestaents in the 191®rotokoll, Toller's reference to
evening “dances”, and his statement that he lafiédiately after the conference for Heidelberg, wher
he settled in October, see: Toll&W, IV, 77-78, 240; Frihwald/Spalek (edDer Fall Toller, 13;
Molo, So Wunderbar ist das Lebed93; Hubinger, “Diederichs und eine neue GeisttsK in:
Mommsen (ed.)Kultur und Krieg 265; MommsenBurgerliche Kultur und Kunstlerische Avantgarde
164; see also: HeidleDiederichs und seine We@5, who records Toller’s presence in the fall.
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people like Toller and the Heidelberger nationalremmist and Stefan George-adapt,
Edgar Salin (1892-19745?

In reaction to the May conference, which had deeappointed him for its
polarisation, Diederichs had published a pamphtetiuly, entiledDas Kulturelle
Deutschland(The Cultural Germany), in which he had called tloe renewal of our
national life’ as the actual task for the futurennding an “undogmatic” religious
orientation, ‘social remoulding of life’, ‘new crgans in literature and art’, and the
‘development of national sentiment at service amhnity’>>® In this he placed high
hopes on youth, moreover, which he embodied asthe man, whose inspiration was
grounded in theGeist and therefore could serve as a model for leaderahn
Germany>* Christa Hempel-Kiiter and Hans-Harold Miiller alsathis context refer
to a letter that he sent to Weber on 22 July 1@tifing that youth embodied his ideal of
a “creative-political man” which could restore coommal bonds in the world on the
ground is its nature alone>

It is unclear how Diederichs came across the naimioller for his invitation.
James Jordan’s suggestion that Toller had eitméts® samples of his poetry or that he
had met him via Kutschers seminar is speculatibnCertainly, Kutscher knew
Diederichs, and he was also on the list of invifeeshe May conference (although it is
not clear whether he was present), so that he mag bffered him a network, if not, a
direct entry to either Diederichs or his immediaterironment. Yet Jordan exaggerates
Toller’s role and self-understanding as a poehiattime of his life. He shared poems
with fellow students (Zadek, Claus), but thereaspnoof that he also sent poems to the
‘elder’ generation before the fall of 1917. For theme reason Dove’s suggestion to
explain Toller’s invitation in the light of the “ipression he had made on established

literary circles” fails to convince, equally notég Hempel-Kiiter and Mullet’ It is

%52 On the participants, see: TolleBW, IV, 77; AdK Berlin, Diederichs-ArchiveTeilnehmerliste
Frihwald/Spalek (eds.)all Toller, 27, quoting Theodor Heul? (1963); Mol Wunderbar ist das
Leben,192-193; HeidlerDiederichs und seine Wgl®5, on the Broger and the Nylandt poets, see:
BridgewaterGerman Poets120-153, esp. 121-122.

%53 Das kulturelle Deutschlandias an extra publication for circa Blindeto his own publishing house
magazineDie Tat and therewith intended as a counterbalance tpdher state principle of the ruling
elites, see: Mommsemiirgerliche Kultur und Kunstlerische Avantgards2; Hubinger, “Diederichs
und eine neue Geisteskultur” in: Mommsen (eiuifur und Krieg 263.

*% Diederichs, quoted from: Dovele was a Germars2.

°% Hempel-Kiter/Miiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessg9-90.

%% JordanUnpublished Poetryl0

" Dove, He was a German31; Hempel-Kiter/Miiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale
Prozesse89. In this context one might also point to the experiences of Franz Jung, who recorded
difficulties to enter established ‘bohemian’ netiebefore the war and therefore left for Berlin.
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true that Kutscher later called Toller one of ldgdrest and most talented” students, and
that he had invited him to his selected meetingshie same reason, but Thomas Mann
did not remember him as a poet at°#IHalbe, one of Kutscher's close friends and
invitees of his seminar, was also listed by Diettesi>® but we do not know anything
about his relation to Toller.

It seems more fruitful to seek the reason of Tallewvitation in the context of
the attempt to reach out to youth. Hempel-Kiter ®hdler point to an account by
Max Weber from March 1918, which records that Tolled been invited as a
“representative of student associations”, as weteroyoung people as wef’
Although Weber does not further explain which kiofd“associations” these were,
and as there is no evidence that Toller was a @grmember of a student association
at this time, we may well seek the reason for higtation in his contacts with
alternative, that is, social-reformist and “youthtare”-inspired branches within the
milieus of the Free German Student Associationctvithus included students around
Kroner and theNerkschar Present at the May conference, Kroner was algtedato
the conference in September, although we do notvkmbether this was also the case
for Trummler and Wallack*

Dove rightly suggests that Toller possibly attehtlee conference in the hope of
finding a solution to the problem of the war, altghb this should not be understood in
terms of “positive initiatives for peacd® He was disgusted with the suffering

%8 Toller records in his autobiography that he shasederal of the manuscripts he wrote during
Kutscher's seminar with Thomas Mann. He even writest he was invited at his home in the
Herzogspark, where Mann aided him with “fatherlgvice in his writing of poems and wrote him a
long letter in which he had further re-considerérhanuscripts. Although it left the twenty-two yea
old Toller ‘deeply impressed’, Mann himself does remember much of Toller in his diaries. In fact,
Christa Hempel-Kiter and Hans-Harold Miller havevsh that Mann only records him as a student
who once brought him eggs at the time of the reiaiu In the same way Mann’s wife and son, Katia
and Klaus, record him for his generous heart ratten for his abilities as a poet, see: Tolgwy, IV,
74-75; Hempel-Kiter/Miller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess87; Katja Mann,
Meine ungeschriebene Memoir¢Rrankfurt 1976); Klaus Mannn meinem ElternhaugStuttgart,
2002) [1952].

%9 AdK, Berlin, Diederichs ArchiveTeilnehmerliste

%0 Hempel-Kuter/Mdiller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Polittk und soziale Prozess89, relying on: BA
Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ssage Max Weber, 12.3.1918 (Heidelberg)

%51 1t might also be noted in this context that isisking that none of the leading Activist-Expresssts
(Hiller, Franz Werfel, Walter Hasenclever, Leonkrdnk, Heinrich Mann) were present at the conferenc
There are (preliminary) lists of participants dfthtee conferences at Lauenstein (1917-1918), anere
which show that Diederichs had no intention ofting them either. Diederichs’ interest in youth cems
students groups first of all, not literature: hesva@en to all kinds of alternative youth and studgoups —
Kurella and Reichenbach were on the list, but do@ Kohn were not, see: AdK Berlin, Diederichs-
Archive, Teilnehmerliste.

%2 Dove, He was a German32; direct war criticism, moreover, was never lap see: Mommsen,
Birgerliche Kultur und Kunstlerische Avantgard®3.
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connected to war, but he did not oppose war aditecabphenomenon and continued to
believe in its necessity. What he hoped was to gew meaning to the war, but he
disapproved — as Weber records — of an immediateepagreement at this tirtf&.
Peace without regeneration was useless. It wasspheahis that united him with
Diederichs, who had expressed similar views anceeations in his pamphlddas
Kulturelle Deutschlandit was also this hope for cultural regeneratiwat united Toller
with youth, which yearned at the conference foroaccete debate of values and, as
Edgar Jaffé writes, for the “coming of tii&eist and a uniting spiritual “leadership”
from the elder generaticfi*

In this light the conference at Lauenstein wagplyedisappointing. Instead of a
forum for discussing values, the conference wasinkaied by a debate on the role of the
German state in a future society, centring on aawebetween Maurenbrecher and
Weber who largely repeated their arguments fromMig Conference. While the war-
idealist andvolkishtheorist Maurenbrecher lost credibility, youth,ll@owrites, turned
“its eyes” to Weber® including Toller himself, responding more to thmpact of his
person” than to his messayjé although Weber's strong emphasis on political mafo
and scepticism toward youth proved disappointinghm end. Toller: “[Youth] wants
more than attacks on the Emperor,” Toller recofdad more than just a reform of
electoral law; they want to built a new foundatifand] they believe that a change of the
outer order also changes maf"Edgar Jaffé has recorded the impatience of youth i
then anonymous article in similar terms, writingttlyouth’s rejection of the German
institutions caused scepticism within the elderegation, and created an irreparable rift
between the generatiorfS. Toller also records this estrangement betweenrggoes:
‘All (red: these elder and academically educateapfs have stood up from behind their
desks. They all doubt yesterday's and today’s &lbet only youth wants clarity. To
them (red: youth) this world is ready for destroitithey search for a way out of the
horrible disturbances of the age, they seek fod#dezl of the heart as a means to ban the
chaos, and believe in the unconditional, incorhletspirit Geis), which lives up to its

obligation, and to the truth. But these (red: aid aducated) men, who are honoured as

°53 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ussage Max Weber, 12.3.1918

°54 Edgar Jaffé, “Lauenstein” ifEuropaische Staats- und WirtschaftszeituihgNo. 42 (Berlin, 1917)
994-996.

> Toller, GW, IV, 78.

*% Edgar Salin, quoted from: Mitzmalnpn Cage 294.

> Toller, GW, IV, 79.

°%8 Jaffé, “Lauenstein” inEuropaische Staats- und Wirtschaftszeitu@@s-996.

147
Schouten, Frederik Steven Louis (2008), Ernst Toller: An Intellectual Youth Biography, 1893-1918
European University Institute DOI: 10.2870/14249



the bearers of th&eist are no biblical prophets who judge and condenmistaken
world with powerful words, and prepare to fearlgssirry the thorn of kings and tyrants.
They are not rebels, but seek refuge in the ghfasttate romanticism that has estranged
itself from life.”>%

Toller lamented the lack of moral leadership atdrsstein. Aware of the “chaos”
among youth?’® he records that he uttered an emotional plea inhie called upon the
fathers to resume their role as moral leadersnblobdy showed the way “that led to the
world of peace and brotherliness”. He adds thatiimygances of “female dancers” took
place thereafter and remembers them as the symlaol escape from the problems of
the age’*

In reality Toller did not speak before but afteet¢e mystic dances, and also in a
different way. Walter von Molo, present during tpga for moral leadership, writes that
a small group of participants gathered after tidesees in a small and intimate setting in
the castle’s tower room, including Toller, HeuR &ndlo himself. Here the ex-soldier
and icon of youth Richard Dehmel read from Kigegs-Brevier(War Breviary, 1917),
after which “youth would speak”. Von Molo writesathDehmel expressed his faith in
the regenerative value of the soldier at the foiming that meeting by saying that he
was convinced that the leader of the new Germany akeady present among the
soldiers at the front? It may well have been because of this statemextTaller felt
emboldened to express his thoughts, as it was diogoto Von Molo after Dehmel’'s
words that he made a desperate plea for guidanaeyofith which seemed hopelessly
divided to him. Though Toller claims to have callgaon the whole conference, he
thus seems to have addressed himself mainly to Behaho had been a literary
example during the war. Unlike Toller's conclusittrat his plea was not answered,
then, he received a very clear answer instead. Molo: “The student Ernst Toller
confessed passionately how chaotic the situatioth& young generation was; he

begged, almost with tears, for help. Richard Dehanslvered: ‘It is useless to say nice

**Toller, GW, IV, 77.

>"%Molo, So Wunderbar ist das Lebei3.

> Toller, GW, IV, 79-80; it might be noted that “peace” does necessarily mean pacifism, but also
‘peace of mind’; with respect to these “female dast, then, Toller writes that they included the
“daughters of the poet Falke”, although in reathgre was only one daughter of the late poet Gustav
Falk(e) (1853-1916); as Toller writes “poet Falk&®ené Eichenlaub suggests that this was Konrad
Falke (1880-1942), but this is incorrect, see: Eidhub, Toller, 48; Molo, So Wunderbar ist das
Leben 193 (where he refers to the ‘late poet Falke8idter, Diederichs und seine We86.
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words to you €uch); to help, we elders can only do with money, ladl test you have to
suffer and stand all by yourself, for, if not, nathshall become of yowe@ch.” Hurt and
full of pain was Dehmel's face, when he so bravgbpke out these open, heavy
words.®"
Dehmel’s words deeply impressed Von Molo, butehsrreason to believe that
they also impressed othéfé,including Toller. Unquestionably Dehmel’s call fgouth
to seek a leadership of its own must have comegasa disappointment to Toller, but
he later re-worked that message in a positive wdys autobiography. Here he records
that he recited®er Ringendeand other poems to Dehmel when they walked throlgh
Thuringian forest, and where the latter should heaid: “Do not bother yourself about
us old people”, and “go your own way, even whenwleld pursues and opposgsu.
You have just recited me a poem, that concludel thi¢ lines: ‘I died — gave birth to
myself — died — gave birth to myself — | becameath®r to myself’. That is decisive.
At a certain point of life one has to undo oneséléveryone, one has to become one’s
own mother.®”®

In the light of Von Molo’s testimony it is obvioukat Toller here exaggerates
his intimacy with Dehmel and distorts the real Sigance of his message. As Dehmel
made clear that youth should not expect anythingnthis generation, the message to
become a “mother” to himself is a clear romant@atf a message he received from the
symbol of a generation that had been responsiblehéomoral justification of the war
and that now abandoned an uprooted and restledls yoiis quest for new values. In

this light, then, Toller must have grown consciofithe need to act on his owff.

"2 Molo, So Wunderbar ist das Lebet93; when Jaffé writes that one spoke at the cenéer with
“respect” for the “field grey” as a future arbitier spiritual matters, he may have had this statérimen
mind, see: Jaffé, “Lauenstein” iBuropaische Staats- und Wirtschaftszeitu®gg.

"3 Molo, So Wunderbar ist das Lebeif3.

5" Kurt Kroner, who made a bust of Dehmel in 1917s wassibly present in the tower as well, see:
Kroner, Zur Ausstellund1928), No. 66: “Dehmel” (1917).

5 Toller, GW, IV, 79-80; in Toller's autobiography Dehmel refeo a revised (and shortened) version of
Der RingendeThe two versions were first published in 191%eesively 1924. In 1933 he wrote his
autobiography, which may explain why Toller herters to the second (although then possibly not yet
written) version, originally published in: Tolleormorgen(Potsdam, 1924); reprinted in: Toller,
Auswah] 439.

% Carel ter Haar writes that Toller's revolt agaitht fathers was the result of his deep disillusient at
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Lauenstein rather than of generational conflictlash, see: Ter Haakppell 162.
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PART IV

YOUTH SOCIALISM
[1917-1918]

FRIEDRICH: Nun 6ffnet sich, aus Weltenschol3 gebbkgs hochgewolbte Tor der Mensch-
heitskathedrale./ Der Jugend aller Vélker schrdigeshmend/ Zum nachtgeahnten Schrein aus
leuchtendem Kristall./ Gewaltig schau ich strahieMisionen./ Kein Elend mehr, nicht Krieg,
nicht Haf3,/ Die Mutter kranzen ihre lichten Knab&uim frohen Spiel und fruchtgeweihten
Tanz./ Du Jugend schreite, ewig dich gebéarendfairss ewig du zerstérend,/ So schaffe

Leben gluterfullt vom Geist.

ERNSTTOLLER, Die Wandlung
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“Den Weg, Du Dichter Weise”
[Fall 1917]

Student Actions in Heidelberg (Fall 1917)

In October 1917 shortly after the conference ateloastein (and when Toller had thus
read Landauer’'awufruf), Toller left for Heidelberg and registered in Lawd Political
Economy?’’ He found a place to live in the centre of a towriclr had been drastically
affected by the wat’® Wellknown as a student town before World War Ingnatudents
fought at the front and the relatively greater shaf women therefore did not go
unnoticed. One medical student recorded Heidelbsrta ‘girls’ boarding school” at
this time, but this is an exaggeration for womeneneexceeded one fifth of the total
number of student¥? Students were forced to be economical at this, tsaghat many
“landladies”, Toller writes, “speak of the good diches before the war when numerous
corps students, dressed with colourful strings eaqols, walked the streets and drank
many litres of beer, and complained about the feraalldents who turn over every cent
twice.”>%°

Scholars of Toller generally assume that Tollér fier Heidelberg because of
Max Weber, a central figure of local student anliactual life who made a strong

impression on Toller at Lauenstéftt. However, Toller writes in his autobiography

7 7ahlkarte Ernst Tollef1917/18) in: EichenlauBoller, 284.

"8 Toller lived in FriedrichstraRRe 8, see: IISG Amdtm, Landauer-Archivé.etter from Ernst Toller to
Gustav Landauer, 6.12.191AdK Berlin, Hauptmann-Archivel etter from Ernst Toller Carl to
Hauptmann, 8.11.1910n 14 October 1917 he gave up residence in Mused chapter 5, footnote 2.
>’ Kaplan,Making 147. Women had always been attracted to Heidglltee first university in Germany
to open up to women to attend all faculties in 1%&e: FrevertWomen in German Historyl22. The
number of female students had risen to 500 (18%q tdtal of 2,800 students in 1918; in 1919 the
university mentioned 449 fallen students, see: BMelgast, Die Universitat Heidelberg, 1386-1986
(Berlin 1986), 123

*%0 Toller, GW, 4, 80; on the worsening social-economic situatioGermany, see: Triebel, “Coal” in:
Winter/Robert (eds.)Capital Cities at War353; Meyer-Frank, “Erinnerungen” in: Lammgrgange
Tage 212; Scholemyon Berlin zu Jerusalemi14.

°81 Rothe,Toller, 34, 134; DoveHe was a Germar83; Ernst Toller: Pazifist — Schriftsteller — Politiker
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that he came to Heidelberg to finish his studieshwa dissertation in political
economy, a subject that had good name in Heidellsenga supervisor he approached
Eberhard Gothein (1853-1923), Max Weber's successquolitical economy since
1904, the year when Weber's mental collapse hadentmmah unable to uphold that
chair®®® This choice was not motivated by a deep intenesthe field of political
economy, as Bozena Choluj believes, but was ratmeatter of course for “sons from
bourgeois families who do not know what to do wiftemselves®® It is unclear why
he chose Gothein for supervision, since in theoliyed Weber (1868-1958), Max
Weber’s younger brother and a professor of politeamonomy in Heidelberg since
1907, was also available. Gothein was an openmiratetl liberal person with a
greater passion for cultural history than for naéilbecomony, but Toller records him
in rather dull terms in his autobiography, writitftat he proposed the topic of “pig
breeding in East Prussid® In 1918, however, Toller declared that he had nana
dissertation with the title “Modern Magazines apiession of Modern Social Feelings
and their Economic Sources”M¢@derne Zeitschriften als Ausdruck modernen
Gesellschaftsempfindens und ihre wirtschaftlicher@ragen which he systematically
prepared before coming to Heidelb&fy.

In Heidelberg Toller planned to attend coursegpsychology and philosophy
with the future existential psychologist, Karl Jasp (1883-1969), and the neo-
Kantian scholar Heinrich Rickert (1863-1936), aipopWilhelm Windelband (1848-
1915) and his successor in Heidelberg, who taugioiuase in the fall of 1917 dbie
deutsche Philosophie von Kant bis Nietzsche: Emiftidp in die Probleme der
Gegenwari{German Philosophy from Kant to Nietzsche: Intrctthin to the Problems
of Today)>®°
In spite of these plans, however, Toller kept fingzabout Lauenstein, unable

to accept its lack of moral action. In spite of Dedf's advice not to concentrate on

4; Jurkut,Apokalypse158; Hempel-Kuter/Miller, “Toller” inLiteratur, Politik und soziale Prozesse
91.

%82 \WolgastHeidelberg 111, 120.

3 Toller, GW, IV, 80; Bozena Cholufpeutsche Schriftsteller im banne der Novemberreianu1918:
Bernard Kellermann, Lion Feuchtwanger, Ernst Tqlleérich Mihsam, Franz Jun@yViesbaden, 1991)
59.

%8 Toller, GW, 1V, 80: on Gothein’s personality, see: Marie LsmiiGotheinEberhard GotheinEin
Lebensbild seiner Briefen nacherzg8tuttgart, 1931) 145, 186, 188-189.

% BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ernehmungsprotokollen der Angeschuldigten-
Vernehming Ernst TollerdHempel-Kater/Miller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozesse
91, which first pointed to this dissertation.

°% Hempel-Kuter/Miiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess®1, footnote 70.
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his generation, he nonetheless still hoped for iatisal leadership of the elder
generation. Convinced of the cultural-romantic ootof the poet as moral example
for the nation, he wrote a letter to Gerhart Hawgwtm calling on him to assume his role
as a public figure and leader of the nation. Haapimwas the author &fie Weber(The
Weavers, 1890-1), a play that had been banneci©880s, but Toller was mistaken in
believing this hero from his adolescent years wassalutionary leader, and he received
no reply from Hauptmantt’

It must have been in this context of a searcheadership that he also took up
contact with Max Weber, who then invited him tceatl the meetings organised every
Sunday at his home. This famous “Sunday circle’tathia heterogeneous group of
intellectuals with varying and opposing ideas. BesiToller's supervisor Gothein, it
included since its beginnings people like Alfred M¥e ToOnnies, Sombart, the
Sociologists Georg Simmel (1858-1918) and Roberchdlis (1876-1936), the
theologian Ernst Troeltsch (1865-1923), the Gedofjewer and German philologist
Friedrich Gundolf (1880-1931), Georg Lukéacs (1885-1), Ernst Bloch (1885-1977),
and the mysterious Russian born Talmuddist Salmemdh Rabinkow (1879-1941),
a rather unknown but quite influential teacher a$naall group of Jewish and non-
Jewish students from 1907 to 1927, including E8iston, Erich Fromm (1900-1980)
and Karl Jaspers, the latter who also attended YelBeinday circle. In 1917 and
1918, partly in reponse to his appearance at Lasien®Veber began to attract various
young pacifists and socialists to this cird&lt is unclear who of these attended the
circle in the fall of 1917, but there is reasorb&dieve that they included Kathe Pick,
an ex-member of Wyneken&nfang(see chapter 1) and a convinced Socialist (and a
future prominent member of the Austrian Socialiattyy from an assimilated Jewish
family Vienna, and either the Jewish Kathe Markus/ar the Protestant Elisabeth

(Ell") Harnish, both students of political econgmf® Overall a neo-romantic

87 Toller writes inEine Jugend in Deutschlaritiat he sent a letter to Hauptmann, but there isrnof
that he actually did so. Like Dehmel, Hauptmann tiglised war in 1914 and 1915 as a revitalising
action for the nation, and was generally consideredltural example for many bourgeois people and
young soldiers. In 1914 Romain Rolland, a Frenctifigh who cherished German-French cultural
relations, had called upon him for similar reastnplace himself at the head of writers and artigie
would protest against the ridiculousness of natisnhysteria in all warring nations, but he toa dio

in vain, see: MommsenBirgerliche Kultur und Kunstlerische Avantgard&32-133; Jelavich,
“German Culture” in: Roshwald and Stites (edEyropean Culture in the Great Wad4; Andreas
Schumann, “Der Kinstler an die Krieger*: Zur Kriégsatur kanonisierter Autoren* in: Mommsen
(eds.),Kultur und Krieg 228.

°% Marianne Weberlax Weber: Ein Lebensbild iibingen, 1926) 613.

°% Gothein supervised the PhD of Elisabeth Harnistetiended in Heidelberg in 1917, entiti@de
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worldview dominated the circle, so that discussionsreligion, mysticism, Tolstoy
and Dostoevsky were “vividly presemf® even though Weber's own ideological
position cannot properly be classified as neo-rainaf We can be quite sure that
Toller discussed matters of religion with WeberMarch 1918, for example, Weber
stated that he had had the impression that Tolbs spiritually deeply uprooted by
the war experience and very concerned with mordlratigious matters during that
time, and with the justice and the rightiousneswar>* It is unlikely that they found
agreement in their ideas, but they seem to haveeapped each other as human
beings. For his part, Weber appreciated the sitycefiToller's morality and came out
in his defence at his trial in 1919; Toller latesmamarised his admiration for Weber
by writing that he then considered him to be thly @erman professor “who was a real
politician and — an even greater rarity at Germanvarsites — a man of true
character®® A similar idea was later formulated by Kathe Pigk.

Parallel to his contact with Weber, Toller estsiiid contact with other students.
Most of these were students of political econonmygl enere is reason to believe that he
met some of them through Weber’s circle. It mayehbeen through either Markus or
Harnish, then, that Toller also met Margarete RinA&94), a cultural Zionist from

Berlin who was also spending the semester in Hagdgl Pinner records that she met

Kartellierungsfahigkeit der Maschinenindustrieeipzig, 1917); on Kéathe Pick (later: Leichtesge:
Osterreiches Biographisches Lexikon 1815-1988nd. 5, 103; Herbert Steiner (ecK¥the Leichter:
Leben und Werkon her younger days active in the Austrian s@stiajouth movement, where
Wyneken’s influence was notably strong, see: Staghviouth Movement26; Distl writes “Kéthe
Lichter”, which might be a typing error, see: Didtbller, 26.

%9 paul Honigheim, “Max Weber in Heidelberg” in: RoKig and J. Winckelmann (edsMax Weber
zum Gedachtnis. Materialien und Dokumente zur Bewmgrvon Werk und Personlichké®pladen,
1985) 261-271, 240; on the circle see also: IbiEllax-Weber-Kreis”, Kélner Vierteljahrshefte fir
Soziologie 270-287, 284; Wolfgang J. Mommsen, “Universalfpgstliches und politisches Denken”
in: Max Weber. Gesellschaft, Politik und Geschictfeankfurt a/Main, 1974), 97-143; E. Karadi,
“Ernst Bloch und Georg Lukacs im Max-Weber-Kreis? Wolfgang J. Mommsen and W. Schwentker
(eds), Max Weber und seine Zeitgenoss@rottingen, 1988) 682-702; Peter Honigmann, “Der
Talmudistenkreis um Salman Baruch Rabinkow" in: Mot Giovannini, Jo-Hannes Bauer and Hans-
Martin Mumm (eds.),Judisches Leben in Heidelberg. Studien zu eineerbmichen Geschichte
(Heidelberg, 1992) 269; Mitzmaitron Cage 256-276, 295, stressing the antimodern interéshe
circle; on this, also: LéwyErldsung und Utopie54-55, 189; Ibid.Georg Lukacs. From Romanticism
to Bolshevismtranslated by Patrick Camiller (London, 1979) 4%-91-128; Edith WeillerMax
Weber und die literarische Moderne. Ambivalentee@@gingen zweier Kulturgi$tuttgart: 1994)

91 On Weber's mystical interest and attempt to comgtms with the vitalist currents of his age, see
esp. Mitzman|ron Cage 239-240, 251, 254.

%92 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1&rossh. Ambtsgericht 1I, Heidelberg, 12.3.1918:
Zeugenvernehmung Professor Max Weber.

%93 Ernst Toller, quoted from: Dovéje was a German33; Angela Jurkat suggests that Toller was
influenced by Weber's social and economical wordyi but this is speculation, see: Jurkat,
Apokalypse158.

%9 Kathe Leichter, “Max Weber als Lehrer und Politika: Der Kampf 375 [1926].
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Toller shortly after his arrival because he toakclu at the same boarding house where
she had lodgings with her friends Markus and Harnighe four students developed
what she calls a “romantic” friendship. They shaadiking of the countryside and often
made trips into nature, where they sometimes wanming on the Neckar River. They
never spoke about the “secret” of war with Tollart they shared his contempt for war,
as Markus had recently lost her brother at thetfeomd Pinner's own brother had
returned severly woundéd®

Born in a traditional Jewish family from Kostentire province of Posen, Pinner
became a cultural Zionist during the war. In Beglne had been a co-founder of the
Jewish Female Students Associatididische Studentinnen Vergim 1916 and she
was sensitive to the fate of poor Eastern Europgeavs who had settled in the capital
for political and economical reasons. She had &lsen a visitor of the Jewish
People’s HomeJ{idische Volksheina school officially intended for the education o
poor Eastern Jewish children and young adolesaem@srlin, but which also sponsored
cultural programs and lectures designed for a gédewish public. Founded in May
1916 by the cultural Zionist and advanced medigh&lent Siegfried Lehmann, the
People’s Home was rooted in the idea of synthegisi@stern civilisation with socialist
values and elements of Eastern Jewish culturaloboumsness, which was attractive to
many culturally interested Jews and Zionists, idelg Martin Buber, Franz Kafka
(1883-1924), Gertrude Welkanoz (later: Weil), andm@el Yosef Agnon (1888-
1970)°%° Lehmann had close connections to the Free GernmmusthYAssociation,
moreover, where he had been an active member fleh3 1o 1915 (with Walter
Benjamin), and identified with the social-reformiging which under the leadership of
Joél had founded the Settlement Home in a Berlirkimg class quartef’’ It was at the
People’s Home that Pinner first met Landauer, drits@egular spokesmen and a close

friend of the cultural Zionist Buber, whose ideasrevdominant in the People’s Home.

%% Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inlLeo Baeck Institute Year BqoR12-22. Note: Pinner's brother is
possibly Ernst Pinner, a Zionist and future lawfrem Berlin who also published an article about
Toller in Martin Buber'sDer Jude see: Ernst Pinner, “Der Dichter Ernst Toller” iber Jude 8
(1924), 483-487; on Margerethe Pinner (later: Tusly), see: Martina Kliner-FruckEs ging ja ums
Uberleben”. Jiidische Frauen zwischen Nazi-DeutsathlaEmigration nach Paldstina und ihrer
Ruckkehr (Frankfurt/New York, 1995) 127; Desider Steerke judischer Autoren deutscher
Sprache: Eine Bio-Bibliographigerlin, Munich, 1970 — Third edition) 358jographisch Handbuch
der deutschsprachigen Emigration nach 19Band I, 770; Ludwig Pinner, “Geleitwort" in: Maggete
Turnowsky-PinnerDie Zweite Generation Mitteleuropaicher Siedletsrael (TUbingen, 1962).

%% On the Jewish People’s Home, see: Aschh@mthers and Strangerd93-203; Aviel Roshwald,
“Jewish Cultural Identity in Eastern and Centrat@pe during the Great War" in: Roshwald and Stites
(eds.),European Culture in the Great Wakr10-111; Scholem\/on Berlin nach JerusalerB4-87.
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Like Toller, Pinner had been impressed by Landausufruf zum Sozialismusecause
of its mystical and spiritual appeaf. A confident woman, she also co-organised a
meeting of female Zionists in Heidelberg in thd &l 1917. Like many feminists at
the time, she believed that the highest missidifeifior woman was to be a mother, and
thus to fulfil her ‘nature’ rather than any publale. There is reason to believe that she
was attracted to the “new ethics” of tlBund flur Mutterschut{League for the
Protection of Mothers). This was an initially moatey, but later rather more radical
feminist movement that campaigned on behalf of uneth mothers, setting itself
practical tasks that included setting up refugesufimarried mothers, and advocating
state recognition of unformalised marriag¥s.

It was Pinner who now introduced Toller to a grafpseven female and four
male students, organised around the above mentikadte Pick. Having acquainted
herself with Marxist thought as a student of poditieconomy in Vienna, she organized
meetings to aquaint students with socialist wofitse was reacting in particular to an
attempt by the German army at the start of OctdB&7 to counteract labor shortages by
mobilising female students for employment in thevamitions industry. Better known
as the Hindenburg program, this plan upset studsatthat Pick suggested to “clarify

our thoughs” by reading socialist wof8.Pinner tried to win Toller for participation,

%97 ScholemMon Berlin zu Jerusalen83-84.

% Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Bqdkl5.

9 The League for the Protection of Mothers was feshith 1905 on the initiative of Ruth Bre and had
between three and four thousand members by 191t2r Aisagreement between Bre and Helene
Stocker (1869-1943), the latter assumed its leagerand transformed the aims of the Bund into
advocacy of free love principles, of legalisatidrabortion, and of easier access to contracepibich
caused many people — including Weber — to withdsapport. Although th8undwas moderate, it stood
left of, and was formally excluded from, the Fediera of German Woman's AssociationBund
Deutscher Frauenvereifiewhich was the general body representing womerganisations, see: Ute
Frevert,Women in German History. From Bourgeois Emancipatio Sexual LiberatiofNew York,
Oxford, Munich, 1990), 112-113, 125-126, 130; Cdm&sborne,The Politics of the Body in Weimar
Germany 66; Christl Wickert,Helene Stdcker 1869-1943. Frauenrechtlerin, Sextfiatmerin und
Pazifistin. Eine BiographiéBonn, 1991). On Pinner’s conception of motherha®e also: Margerete
Turnowsky-Pinner, “Die Bewertung der Mutterschaft* Siddy Wronsky, Felix Theilhaber and Ibid.,
Judische Bevolkerungspolitik. Bericht Uber die Traggules bevélkerungspolitischen Ausschusses des
preussischen Landenverbandes judischer Gemeinden2do Februar 192¢Berlin, 1929) 82-85. In
this panic related research to the quantitive amaigtive decline of Jews in Germany, she plated t
saving of Jewish identity in the hands of Jewishthars, calling them “the educators of the Jewish
community in Germany” (p.84).

%% Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badkl5. On the Hindenburg-program and
the forced mobilisation of women, doomed to failusee: FeldmanArmy, Industry, and Labor in
Germany Baier, Arbeitssoldaten in Bayerri18-128; Richard Bessel, “Mobilization and Dentishtion

in Germany, 1916-1919” in: Horne (edState, Society and MobilizatipA14, 218-220. Though women
were employed in the war industries, and they soalie numbers by far superseded pre-war numbers,
Ute Daniel shows that their numbers were always eabih relation to men still. The increases of
women in factories were not a consequence of papey but of pre-war developments, see: Ute
Daniel, Arbeiterfrauen und Kriegsgesellschaft. Beruf, Faeniund Politik im Ersten Weltkrieg
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even though he was sceptical about discussion graspa result of his experience of
Lauenstein. Yet she knew how to convince him. ribfiy meet friends”, Toller writes,
‘young people who know that the ‘great age’ is @emable small age in reality; they
denounced the war and its futile sacrifices, ancet tut one wish — to acknowledge the
truth in this bustle of lies®*

Besides Pick, Pinner, Markus, Harnish, and Toli¢her participants included
Auguste (‘Gusti’) Mendl, an Austrian friend of Piakho had been active with her in the
Wyneken-inspired academic youth movement in Viesiménow was also spending the
semester in HeidelbePd and Nelly Auerbach (1894), a friend of Pinner dike, her, a
cultural Zionist and feminist who also joined th@oge mentioned meeting of female
Zionist students in Heidelberg. Auerbach laterteHifto Marxism and displayed an
interest in the educational and cultural signif@arof trade unions after the war,
defending the thesis in her later written dissentathat unions should be exploited as
“schools of Socialism” (Mar®® Further members were an unknown (male) “Galician
medicine student”, and the future Communist Beml{&ernard) Schottlander (1895-
1920), a son of a Jewish printing family from Beeslvho was later murdered during

the Kapp-Putsch in 1928* Schottlander was a member of the Zionist Student

(Gottingen, 1989); FreveVomen in German Histont55-157.

1 Toller, GW, IV, 81; there has been unclarity in scholarsHifaller on the number of students that
composed this group, but Pinner — who thus wasrabee herself — writes that they were eleven: four
men and seven women, see: Turnowsky-Pinner, “ToiferLeo Baeck Institute Year BaoR16; in
January 1918 professor Friedrich Endemann (1858)188m the university of Heidelberg estimated
its number at “10-12 Students”; Gershom Scholenalepef “10 holymen”; and the official report of the
hearing of Toller in March 1918 mentions “10 to dtbidents”, seeBericht des Rektors der Universitat
Minchen an das K. Staatsministerium des InnerenKiiithen- und Schulangelegenheiten, 7.2.1918
(Betrefft: Allgemeine Studentenversammlung vomJabBuar 1918)in: Frihwald/Spalek (eds.Jall
Toller, 37; Scholem, Tageblicher II; BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, (C24/18,
Vernehmungsprotokollen.

92| eichter,Leben und Werk339, 371.

%93 Auerbach criticised Scholem at this meeting ferattions at the Jewish People’s Home, where aliltur
Zionism held sway and where he grew conscious @flabk of knowledge of historical Judaism when
discussing Martin Buber’s reflections on Chassidism916. Critical of cultural Zionism as a meaas t
revive Jewish self-consciousness, he defended hibsist that one had to learn Hebrew to penetrate
historical Judaism. It created a heated debatethdéttHome’s director, Lehmann. Scholem stood iedlat
and it was not until a few years later, when thtete of Franz Kafka were published, that he ndtice
support from Kafka in a letter to his fiancée, é&elBauer, a frequent visitor of the Home who had
informed him about the debate. Considering Auerlsastepticism, we may conclude that she identified
with Lehmann and his Buber-inspired cultural Ziomissee: ScholeniTagebicher|; Scholem,Von
Berlin zu Jerusalem86. Nelly Auerbach wrote a dissertation at thd ehthe war and after the strike
movement and the split of socialism, between 191 ¥919, into three parties which all questioned
the power of the party as a political instrumeag:sAuerbach, N[elly]Marx und die Gewerkschaften.
Die Gewerkschaften im theoretischen System von [Bartin, 1972) [1922]; the Munich police called
Auerbach a “radical” in 1919, see: StA Munich, 1558gb.nr 1487 from the Stadtkommandantur in
Munich, 29.5.1919

94 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badkl7; Otto Leichter, “Kathe Leichter’
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Association in Breslau and a central figure of YWgneken-inspired social utopian
academic youth movement close to Joél and KurelBerlin. At Christmas 1915, he
received a letter from Gustav Landauer, an actiygosrter of the social academic
youth movement around Joél, requesting a list @fdamic magazines and editors
from Breslau to gain further support for a protagainst Joél's expulsion from the
Berlin University for his pacifism. In December B$chottlander made contact with
Landauer about the work of Tolstoy and Max Net(a865-1944), the latter who was
both a friend of Landauer and an important histoofanarchism in Germany, so that
Schottlander may have already been interested aifigga and anarchism by this
time % Like Kurella and Kohn in Berlin, then, Schottlandgve further expression to
his pacifist and socialist sympathies through commant to the proletariat. When he
spent the winter semester in Heidelberg, he wawkras a “trained Marxist”, according
to Pinner, and kept contacts with Socialist stusl@ttother German universities. It is
perhaps for this orientation that Pinner writest tBahottlander always remained a
“stranger” in the group’®

Pick’s group was organised around discontent thighwar, but it was moderate
rather than radical in its aims. Pinner recordd the group mainly saw itself as
supporting already existing peace objectives, ednéiround the ideal of a negotiated
peace. The group, she writes, “closely knit andngfrin its socialist zeal”, wanted to
raise its voice to assist socialist peace eff6A#:that mattered to us was to bring the
war that had been raging for more than three yeae® end. We wanted Germany to
declare her readiness to make peace, and for tigstive we wanted to fight with
redoubled passion and force, but by methods nerdiit from those adopted shortly
before by a circle of men of eminence and posititto had formed th&und Neues
Vaterland (New Fatherland League)”. ThBund prohibited since the German army
sought to regain strength at Verdun in Februan1®ad campaigned for a negotiated
peace from 1915 onwards, an ideal that was lateredpressed, as we have seen, by the
peace resolution of July 1917. With the foundatidrthe DVP, and of a branch in

in: Werk und WiderhallWien, 1964) 237.

% |ISG Amsterdam, Landauer-Archive, No.l44getter from Gustav Landauer to Bernard
Schottlander, 24.12.191%ndPostcard from Gustav Landauer to Bernard Schottéin12.1916 As
Landauer held a lecture about Tolstoy at the JeRebple’'s Home, it is not unlikely that Schottlande
attended that Home as well

6% Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inieo Baeck Institute Year Bqok17. Schottlander spent the winter
semester of 1917 in Heidelberg, but was beforeresRu, where he lived in December 1916 at the
Kaiser Wilhelmsplatz 4, see: IISG Amsterdam, Laradrchive/144, Postcard from Gustav
Landauer to Bernard Schottlander, 12.1916
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Heidelberg on 21 October, Pinner’s wish to suppod further stimulate that resolution,
adopted by a majority in parliament, increaseddéidelberg the impression also existed
that this wish could count on wide consent. On 288er a group of thirty prominent
professors of Heidelberg University, including Jasp Hermann Oncken (1869-1945)
and the noted professor of constitutional law Geti#anschitz (1867-1948), dissociated
themselves unequivocally from the local extremistégjarding the foundation of the
DVP as a “threat” to patriotism, and to the unitly tbhe homefront. In the local
Heidelberger Neueste Nachrichttrey stated that they ‘knew no ‘Fatherlandpaiyt
only a fatherland that is common to all partf®'Such ideas must have convinced
Toller and Pinner of their belief that action agaithe DVP was justified, and would be
supported.

Besides this common dislike for war, the group alsared its consciousness of
problems at the homefront, where poverty increas®tl people were more and more
employed in arms’ factories. While consumiBgsatztea in badly heated rooms, the
group discussed social misery and its relationshiwar®®® Pinner records that Toller
once wrote her a note when he had left town, satiaghe could hardly bear to see
the poverty in the streets, but she does not uleh® possibility that he at times may
have dramatized those sentimentsDie WandlungToller gives social suffering a
place in a (Strindbergian inspired) ‘dream scéfiéiyhere he develops the Landauer-
inspired notion that human suffering is the keyitsoown salvation. The stage of a
“big factory” (possibly inspired by the overall demt of Pick’s meetings) is
transformed into a true prison, which is a metagboithe current human condition.
As he has killed his mother (“die Alte”) in his @ra, Friedrich ends up in this prison,
where he witnesses in apocalyptic terms the salvatf humanity through the
sufferings of the prisoners, symbolised by thehbat a child at the same time as the
death of a prisonér?

After a few sessions Toller grew impatient witk thiscussions of the group, and
pressed for actiolt* Perhaps this impatience was stimulated by devedopmin his
immediate environment, where Weber further agitatgainst the Pan-German League
and the DVP. On 5 November Weber held a famousurecat a well-attended

97 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badk16-217.

% Toller, GW, 1V, 82.

%99 On the influence of Strindberg’s “dream plays’esSokel Writer in Extremis 37-38.

1 Toller, GW, I1, 46-46.

.1 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Bqdkl9; Toller, GW, IV, 81-82.
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conference of the Free German Youth AssociationManich, and which was
wellknown outside that towH?

Pick's group began its activism by seizing upon iaoident at Munich
University, where nationalist students at the efdOotober disturbed a lecture by
Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster (1869-1966), a wellknovwedagogue with pacifist
sympathies and a member of Biend Neues Vaterlanth January 1916 he had already
called for opposition to the war and to the milgapolitics of the German state, but it
went unnoticed until May 1916, when some of Foésstmllegues in Munich expressed
contempt for his action and the situation escaldtegdto public opinion, which now took
an interest in the “Foerster case” as well. Foemts sent on holidays for a year, and
left for Switzerland, although he continued toyrabainst the war, publishing another
pacifist article in the fall of 1916, entitleDie deutsche Jugend und der Weltkrieg
(German Youth and the World War, 1916). In Octoh@d 7, then, he returned to
Munich to take up lectures again, and immediat@gruarrival at Munich University
began articulating his pacifist views again. Hil foet an end to a seemingly useless war
found a positive echo among various students, snestiveterans, but it also found
strong opposition. During his first lectures naéitist students disrupted his lecturing by
systematic noise making with music-instruments. hgdn air force officer, forty pan-
German activists then attempted to enter the ro@gmsticks to beat Foerster out of the
room, but other students present came to the regcheir professor, and kicked out the
offenders>*®

Together with Elisabeth Harnisch, Toller wrote amphlet that defended
Foerster and criticised the way in which such aonturable personality” was being
subjected by “political sensations and noisy scené$ie had political opinions that
opposed those of students, the latter were fraxpoess their critique as part of their
right to freedom of speech, but physical maltreatmeas simply “barbarism”. The
pamphlet also seized the occasion to plea fondifthe ban on the right of association
and assembly which had been imposed on by uniesrdid suppress socialist and
pacifist activities among youth. It was disgracefulran, that youth was denied the

chance to exercise responsibility by a state tloaetneless expected its support by

612 Max Weber Gesamt-Ausgabe 1/15 (Zur Politik im Wetik Schriften und Reden, 1914-191Bdlited
by Wolfgang J. Mommsen (in collaboration with Galfigtiibinger) (Tubingen, 1984), 700, 720.

®13 On these events, see: Maria Hoschededrich Wilhelm Foerster (1869-196@)00-116; Friedrich
Wilhelm FoersterErlebte Weltgeschichte, 1869-1953. Memoi(Bluremberg, 1953), 187-188, 209-
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giving its life and strength. This was all the meoeprehensible since young people also
wanted to take responsibility and constituted, in Tolleesd Harnisch’s words, a
“political factor”*** Signed by Toller and Harnish, “on behalf of 136dsnts of the
University of Heidelberg”, the pamphet was disttdsh among students of other
universities in Germany, and then published inMlimchener Zeitungn 10 November
1917.

In a wider context, and in addition to this panabhlToller and the “socialist
students” also attempted to support action agdénesitdemands of the DVP and for a
negotiated pea® In reply to Toller's pressing demands for actibe, was asked to
draft a call Aufruf), and Pinner was supposed to assist him in thlat katended as a call
to students to resist the war, however, Tollerdiemmed the document into an appeal to
students in Germany for human rebirth and moratmetation in terms of Landauer’s
Aufruf, believing, Pinner records, that “peace withogereration, without a remoulding
of the social order” was impossiti. Thus, slightly modified by the group, theifruf
said: ‘We defend ourselves against the arrogandbeofserman Fatherland Party and
similar movements to cover and defend personataste We know that our culture
must not be crushed by any foreign power, but jectehe attempt to violate other
peoples with our culture. Instead of an increaspavfer, we call for a deepening of
culture in the name of human moralifyenschheitsittlichke)t instead of spiritless
organisation, we call for organisation of the $pfi” In scholarship of Toller this call is
generally understood as theuffuf zur Griindung eines Kulturpolitischen Bundes d
Jugend in Deutschlan(Call for the Foundation of a Cultural Politicaédgue of the
Youth in Germany), but the call never carried tiide in reality, being simply called
Aufruf®*® Pinner, moreover, records that the group neitineletstood itself in terms

of a Kulturpolitischen Bundwhich “was rather a pretentious name which weenev

210, 236-242; MommserBirgerliche Kultur und Kunstlerische Avantgardes7; GeyerVerkehrte
Welt, 36; Frihwald/Spalek (edsHall Toller, 29.

14 Der Neue Fall Férster als AnlaR zum Protest gegienEdnschrankung der politischen Freiheit der
Studierenden in Deutschlangtinted in: Frihwald/Spalek (edsBall Toller, 29-31.

815 Aufruf, printed in: Frithwald/Spalek (ed<=gll Toller, 31-33.

%1% Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badkl7.

817 Aufruf. printed in: Frilhwald/Spalek (edsBall Toller, 31-33; Ernst Toller, ,Aufruf* in:Die Tat 98
Jg. (11 february 1918) 977-978, 978, taken from pigriKuter/Muller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Politik
und soziale Prozess83-94. Toller copies the text in a modified forpmesenting as if it was a reply
against agressions from the DVP and “democratifepsors”, see: TolleGW. 1V, 82-83.

%% The reason for this misconception is the way irictvNolfgang Friihwald and John M. Spalek
printed that call in their compilation of sourceslding it as an addition as if it was its titlegse
Frihwald/Spalek (edskall Toller, 31.
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used”®!® The idea of ®undderived from the neoromantic Toller himself, whwtfier
developed that idea during the next weeks to gipeession to the moral implications of
the Aufruf.

Parallel to the Foerster-document, fadruf was sent to students at universities
in the whole of Germany (including mostly ‘socitllistudents through Schottlander’s
network), but it was also sent to various membétheGerman cultural elite, including
the editor of the pacifidtvei3en BlatteRené Schickele (1883-1940), the Expressionist
playwright Walter Hasenclever, whose plagtigone(1917) — a pacifist reworking of
the equally named classical drama — seems to haessed Toller around that time,
and Carl Hauptmann, the living embodiment of therpgaeder artistic colony and the
elder brother of Gerhart Hauptmann, whose antidvamaKrieg had equally impressed
Toller®?° Wolfgang Frithwald and John M. Spalek write that tall was also sent to
Foerster, Henckell, Heinrich Mann, Walter von Madmd Albert Einstein (1879-
1955)%?! Foerster and Einstein were members ofBbad Neues Vaterlandvhereas
Toller had met Henckell and Von Molo through Kutsch seminar respectively through
Lauenstein.

Sent on 8 November, tufruf was not unpositively received among the above
mentioned intellectual groupings, although studentles seem to have been more
critical. According to Frihwald and Spalek Tollewuéd count on the support from
Foerster, Henckell, Mann, Hasenclever, Von Molo Bitstein®?* The same counts for
Carl Hauptmann, who detected in thefruf the nature of a “human being who sought
freely for the truth, and for whom the truthfulne$sour social and moral life-relations
was the last and highest purpose of humafif/¥et theAufruf was counter-productive
in Jena, where students reacted with the foundafienbranch of the DVP which soon
counted more than a hundred memB&swas it this that prompted the group’s
dissolution? Pinner records that the group nowegathonly to discuss reactions from
letters or newspapers, and how to respond, buticobetween Toller and the group
declined during the next two weeks, and there veasamtact at all between Toller and

Pinner from the end of November up to 18 DecemeMpre than before, she adds,

19 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badkl7.

620 AdK, Berlin, Hauptmann Archiveletter from Toller to Carl Hauptmann, 8.11.191&hd Letter
from Hauptmann to the Munich court, 3.7.1919 (MiSehreiberhau)

621 Erijhwald/Spalek (eds§all Toller, 33.

%22 |bid.

623 AdK, Berlin, Hauptmann Archive,etter from Hauptmann to the Munich court, 3.7.1919

624 Hempel-Kuter/Mdiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess#4.
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“Toller sought solitude at that time”, and in miadd¥&mber often “wandered over the
mountains, sometimes staying away for many daysowttletting us know®? There is
little doubt that Toller sought ascetism to givetlier shape t®ie Wandlungto various
‘activist’ inspired poems, and to the way in whiof could give further strength to his
actions in line of théwufruf.

Deeply inspired by the romantic and anti-matetraiaition in Germany, Toller
began to flirt with the pseudo-religious ideal oBand as the starting point for socio-
cultural renewal. He also wrote a program, thealedLeitsatze fur einen kulturpoliti-
schen Bund der Jugend in Deutschlaftuiding Principles for a cultural-political
League of the German Youth). These Principles seehnave been solely the initiative
of Toller, but Pick’s students agreed with themafi form and elected Toller as their
president on 24 Novemb®&?

An expression of Landauer’'s anarcho-socialisnmeims of “youth culture”, the
Leitsatzewere a call foiGeistrevolution to bridge the cleavage between youtth the
people Volk) and to establish under the leadership of (arlecteal) youth a true
Gemeinschaftof peoples. Practical aims were subject to spifitanes, as “the
community that we strive for can grow only from smer transformation of man
(Mensch-Wandlung. Calling for the descent of the god of love ahd all embracing
humanGeist the Leitsatzeenvisioned a humanitarian “youth socialism”, althb they
also summed up some ‘practical’ demands that seemgeht, including that for the
separation of church and state, for the proteatio(unmarried) mothers, and for the
abolition of poverty, of the militarization of ydutand schools, as well as of the death
penalty. It also demanded free supply of all typieart “with a human character”, or at
least against reduced costs, including books likeigtmann’sKrieg, Hasenclever’'s

Antigone and Leonhard Frank®Ber Vater®?’

These practical aims not merely betray
the influence of Landauer and a Wyneken-inspiradlyalealism, but also of a growing
influence of Activist Expressionism, as well of theew ethics” of theBund fir
Mutterschutz(which reached Toller possibly via Pinner and ppghthrough Pick).
Local branches were to be created, of which thaelsawere to be elected in open voting
systems, and which served as a further vehiclertbth@Gemeinschafbf peoples: “Out

of the League of Youth shall one day become a Leafthe Peoplefolksbungl*

%25 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Bqdkl8.
626 Ernst Toller, ‘Leitsatze fiir einen kulturpolitiset Bund der Jugend in Deutschland’ in: Tol@w, |,
34.
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Copies of the_eitsatzewere sent to a whole range of intellectuals, idicig Carl
Hauptmann, Gustav Wyneken, Richard Dehmel, Eugeh, Rdax Weber, Gerschom
Scholem, Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster, and possiliypugh evidence is not at hand,
Gustav LandauerToller later recorded that he received “partly reggions of warm
sympathy”, although evidence rather reveals truicar responses: Carl Hauptmann
was rather positive, detecting a caring and lodagotion to humanity and to the truth,
in line of the “classical Jesus-ideafé®.In a police report Foerster declared that he had
given “a partly somewhat critical, partly somewlagiproving answer”. Eugen Roth,
Toller’s friend from Munich, exchanged a letter lwitoller “about the content of the
call’, because they ‘did not correspond entirelyhis own ideas®®® although it is
unclear for what reasons. Scholem, known in (Jewirgkllectual student circles at that
time for his pacifism, was highly sceptical, comfigl to his diary on 27 November that
he did not know why he would support a “league@haly men” when he did not know
why these men claimed to right to act above temnad individuals®*® Max Weber,
then, wellknown for his opposition to the DVP, faua frightening lack of realism in the
program, which he regarded ‘at many points as anatare work’; his offer to debate

the issue with the group was reject®d.Wyneken's reaction is unfortunately

27 Toller, ‘Leitsatze’ in: TollerGW, |, 31-34.

628 AdK, Berlin, Hauptmann Archive,etter from Hauptmann to the Munich court, 3.7.1919

29 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1Beugenaussage Eugen Roth.

630 Scholem,Tagebiicherll. Toller had heard of Scholem through Gretesaiser, the wife of a medical
professor from Koénigsberg and a Jewish feminishwatcifist sympathies who taught a philosophy
seminar in Heidelberg. Scholem writes that Lissankeoduced Toller to some Jewish students, bigt it
unclear who these students were. Nor do we know hewnet Lissauer. As she seems to have been
Scholem’s source in Heidelberg about the local sle¥@éminist meeting in the fall of 1917, she mayeha
known Pinner and Auerbach, see: Scholéfon Berlin nach Jerusalem79-81, 120-121; Ibid,
Tagebiicheron this letter, see also: Ruben FrankensteimeRionistische Episode im Leben Ernst
Tollers: Uber seine Beziehung zu Betty Frankenst@in Neuhaus/Selbmann/Unger (edsBgnst
Toller und die Weimarer Republil22-123. Frankenstein suggests that Toller devdienself to
specific Zionist undertakings, but there is no ewite for such a flirt with Zionism. It is true thBsller
moved among Zionists in the group of “socialisdstuts”, but the group was united by oppositionht t
war and aggressive nationalism. It was this, noboimonly at the time, that drew Socialism, Pacifésrd
Zionism together. Scholem was not only known agaig&t, moreover, but also as a ‘pacifist’; as anst,

he was not uncontroversial, as | earlier alreadgtpd out. There are no indications that Toller badtact
with the IVRIA, moreover, the Jewish Zionist orgsation in Heidelberg. Ina Lorenz, then, has also
pointed to Toller's post-war admiration for the @igts in Palestine, but this was admiration forirthe
commitment to communal settlement, see: Ina Loré8pzialistische Gesellschaft in Palestina. Ein
Briefwechsel Ernst Toller’'s mit einer Hamburger @igtin (1925)" in: Peter Freimark (edjamburger
Beitrage zur Geschichte der deutschen Judkamd IX (Hamburg, 1983) 221-292; on shared fate of
Socialists and Zionists through opposition to ralism, see: Paul Mendes Flof@erman Jews: a Dual
Identity (New Haven and London, 1999) 52-54; Stralfg, lebten in Deutschland22; on the IVRIA,
see: Norbert Giovannini, “Jidische Studentinnen 8ndlenten in Heidelberg” in: Ibid./Bauer/Mumm
(eds.),Judisches Leben in Heidelbe2()9.

631 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18tatement by Max Weber, 12.3.19M\arianne
Weber wrote that Toller took up contact with hesliand to get support for his actions to establishdhg
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unknown®*? and so is that of Dehmel, although Toller wasrjstiic in his approach to

him, adding a personal letter: “I read some of ywar poems today — glorifications of
war — do you still stand by then?®® The answer was, of course, affirmative, although
Dehmel may not have written that to him.

Just when reactions were coming in, Toller fetlypto renewed disturbances of
“neurosis”. He was taken into a local hospitaltet €nd of November, where he was
treated for his “old suffering (heart- and nerve stubances) and a
Bronchialkartarrt,®** and where he stayed until mid-December 1917. @e&mber
he sent three poems to Landauer, of which we caceltain that they were written
during the weeks he spent in hospital: “Aufrattiu@@wakening), “Den Mittern” (To
the mothers), and “Den Spielerischen” (To the Ribgines)*> Whereas “Aufriittiung”
transforms the cry of a soldier at the front irite artist’s call for action against the war,
“Den Muttern” is a call for mothers to become maoghagain, and to awaken through the
horror that has been committed to and by their;9bespoem seems to betray influence
of Walter Hasenclever’s “Der Politische Dichterh@ Political Poet, 1917) (chapter 1).
In their cultivation of the (artist’s) quest forten and their contempt for aesthetic poetry
both these two poems betray the obvious influerficAativist Expressionism. “Den
Spielerischen” is, as far as | know, an unknownnpa#f Toller, which shows the
influence of Landauer and dwells on the artistaggile to findGemeinschaftlt is the
only poem of Toller that also records contemptcity life, although we should not rule
out the possibility that this may have been heastllised to express the spiritual
dimension.

In keeping with this poetic creativity Toller als/rote an end t®ie Wandlung
clearly betraying the influence of his recent eigrares with theBund Having been
‘saved’ by his sister, and having envisioned theasi@n of humanity after he had killed
his mother in a dream, Friedrich is now preserg abnference where members of the
cultural elite have the opportunity to formulateitithoughts on the problems of the age,

although none of the representatives of the ol@ropitovide convincing solutions to

other things the rule of Eros in the world and d@belition of poverty”, see: Webekgebensbild 648; see
also: Mitzmanjron Cage 295.

832 Sjgurd Rothstein points the copie of theitsatzeat the archive of the German Youth Movement in
Witzenhausen, Germany.

633\ etter from Ernst Toller to Richard Dehmel, 25.19117, see: DoveHe was a Germar82-33.

634 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ernehmungsprotokollen

63511SG Amsterdam, Landauer-Archiviegtter from Ernst Toller to Gustav Landauer, 6.811 Thus,
Toller did not take up contact in 1916 or 1917 Casel ter Haar once suggested, see: Carel ter Haar,
‘Biographischer Uberblick’ in: Hermand (ed2y Ernst Tolley 10.
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youth®® It is clear that this is a reference to Lauensteifthough reality is
retrospectively re-worked. The debate is betweeadfch and a demagogue, the so
called Kommis des Tag&?’ It recalls the debate between Maurenbrecher andey\Ve
but it is not a repetition of that debate. While lommisMaurenbrecher represents the
DVP, Friedrich is not Weber, but rather his altéigawho is able to show youth its way
after all. Warning youth of the danger kdmmis’glorification of war and sacrifice, he
warns youth not to believe this deceiver, as hes ¢t really love mankind. Friedrich,
however, wants youth to have faith in itself andhirmanity. Convinced of his message,
a student walks towards him, after which they urites a reference to the birth of the
Bund®®

Interestingly enough, and often forgotten in asiglyf the play, Friedrich seeks
consolation with his mother in the light of thisin. Although she does not understand
her son, he shows her his love and seeks to ras@rderoken bond of the past, as she
also has been blinded by false convictions. Onstomred in the mother-child bond,
Friedrich calls for &eistrevolution of humanity as a whole. In a last spetecthe old
world, he calls upon all individuals to “have faitih yourselves and humanity”, to be
“filled with Geist“®*° As the symbol of rejuvenation, a young studenissterward, and
on hisGeistrevolution humanity is reborn. Now Friedrich cdths the destruction of the

“false barricades” of the existing world, whichasything but a political revolution, as

% Toller, GW, I, 47.

%7 |n the past scholars have sometimes seen iKdhemisa (materialist) Marxist, a Communist, and a
proletarian man, but this is incorrect. In face thlay was largely writtebeforethe foundation of the
German Communist Party (KPD); Toller sought coopenawith the Communists in 1919 and only
grew conscious of their ‘inhuman’ dimension durthg second phase of the Council Republic,et
Wandlungwas already finished in March 1918. The té¢éommisrefers to both “army” and “servant”,
indicating that he was a man who served the intei@sthe army, which he then also does through his
glorification of war in terms of a spectacle. Thiad nothing to do with Socialism,but all with Pan-
German andélkishdemagoguery, which was becoming more fashionalileaatime. On th&ommis

as a Marxist and a materialist, see: Willibramdller, 40; Sokel Writer in Extremis 183 (dwelling on
Willibrand); on theKommisas a “boljevist agitator” (Sokel) and a “man oé throletarian masses”
(Mennemeier), see: Walter Sokel, “Ernst Toller” pestively Mennemeier, “Das idealistische
Proletarierdrama” in: Hermand (ed2y Ernst Toller 28 resp. 76. From a more religious point of view,
Michael Ossar, dwelling on Martin BuberPyophetie und Apologhjecompares the struggle between
the Kommisand Friedrich with that between the “apocalyptianhand the “prophetic man”, the first
who sees the destiny of man as a catastrophic’ ‘éaie the second as a positive, constructive el¢men
as both entail apocalyptic and prophetic dimensibpsvever, Ossar’s argumentation is unconvincing,
and it may perhaps be better to speak of a falsetrame prophet. Nor is “the conflict between the
agitator and Friedrich actually an embodiment & tiwo tendencies within Friedrich”, as Ossar also
suggests, as Friedrich rather seems to loaeecomethe stage of th&kommisand his war idealism. In
addition, Ossar adds that Friedrich is voluntaristither than necesitarian, but in reality thera is
necessitarian dimension in Friedrich’s thought a#l,veven though it is only by will that people t&i
see: Ossarnarchism 72.

B Toller, GW, I, 49-51.

%% |pid. 58-59.
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has sometimes been suggested, but a call uporrdsenp crowd on stage to enlighten
the world through their own rebirtA® It is, in other words, nothing else than the re-

production of Friedrich’s own ‘revolution’.

‘Persecution’ and Escape (December 1917)

While Toller-Friedrich experienced visions ofGistrevolution of youth and society at
large, his call Aufruf) against the DVP began to create serious problemiBoller and
his Heidelberger friends. The text had fallen itie hands of the conservative (and
philo-Pan-GermanicDeutsche Tageszeitungvhich published in its entirety on 11
Decembef* It caused commotion in the DVP, which now began aggressive
campaign against the Heidelberger students, caliem “traitors of the patriotic idea”
and “pacifist criminals®** Unfounded rumours and crude speculations began to
circulate as well. In an article that appearechmGottinger Tageblatbn the next day,
12 December 1917, Max Weber was accused of prayifimancial support to the
League (here called “an anti-pan-German studenthgtige”) with no less than 100,000
German Marks — Weber replied on 24 December 19&Ming the accusation
“nonsense®*® Undoubtedly, he was right, but the negative pubpmion around the
Bund alarmed students and professors of Heidelberg dusity, who now began

explicitly to dissociate themselves from tend

%40 FRIEDRICH: Nun, ihr Brider, rufe ich zu euch zuatdchiert! Marschiert am lichten Tag! Nun
geht hin zu den Machthabern und kiindet ihnen natusenden Orgelstimmen, dass ihre Macht ein
Truggebilde sei. Geht hin zu den Soldaten, sieesalre schwester zu Pflugscharen schmieden. Geht
hin zu den Reichen und zeigt ihnen ihr Herz, dasSghutthaufen ward. Doch seid giitig zu ihnen,
denn auch sie sind Arme, Verirrte. Aber zertrimnuiet Burgen, zertrimmert lachend die falschen
Burgen, gebaut aus Schlacke, aus ausgedorrter cBehldlarschiert - marschiert am lichten Tag.
Bruder, recket zermarterte Hand/Flammender freudiben!/ Schreite durch unser freies Land/
Revolution! Revolution! (Alle stehen nun aufrectlte Hande gereckt. Dann fassen sie sich an den
Héanden und schreiten davon.) ALLEN: Brider reclketmarterte Hand, / Flammender freudiger Ton! /
Schreite durch unser freies Land / Revolution! Retian!

%1 |n opposition to common understandings in schblgref Toller, Hempel-Kiiter/Miiller claim that it
was the protest against Foerster, and noAbfeuf, which fell into the hands of this newspaper, thig is a
false assumption. The newspaper article clearlgrsefo theAufruf, when referring to words like
“Menschheitsittlichkeitand “Organisation des Geistgéswvhich come from theAufruf, and not from the
pamphlet in favour of Foerster. HH stress thatthteDVP agitation was the source of the commottiat
now followed, but this agitation was not centralyaio the Foerster-pamphlet, but also to #druf, see:
Hempel-Kiter/Miller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess@3; the newspaper article in
the Deutsche Tageszeitumgprinted in Friihwald/Spalek (eds=all Toller, 33-34.

*2Toller, GW, IV, 82.

843 Weber, “Aristokratie und Demokratisierung in Detignd”, in: Ibid.,Max Weber Gesamt-Ausgabe
735-738, esp. 737.
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On 18 December a Committee of the Heidelberg Stuliesociation published a
statement in theleidelberger Tageblatpointing out that “the Heidelberger students had
always adopted a strictly nationalist point”, thpeace efforts were being made by a
very narrow circle of Heidelberg students underléaelership of one Ernst Toller”, and
that the Committee rejected all the endeavoursedain groups, which “at this grave
juncture when the large majority of our fellow stuts are helping to defend the
frontiers of our cherished fatherland, take it ugbamselves to cast doubt upon the
traditional and often-tested attitude of the stusiérere®** These words, Pinner writes,
“for the first ime” mentioned Toller “as the leads a revolutionary group™° One day
later, on 19 December, an anonymous Heidelbergeivausity professor”, in an article
in the Deutsche Zeitungpoke of thdunds actions as an expression of “unclear minds
without historical and political education”, reveg “a frightening lack of patriotic
sentiment®*® Democratic professors also distanced themseh@s ffoller and his
friends. In his last lecture before Christmas, @sihAnschiitz, one of the signatories of
the academic anti-DVP-petition from 21 October]ezhkheir actions “treason against
the fatherland®*’ Possibly the historian Oncken expressed himsedfrinilar terms, as
Toller felt during a student meeting in Munich iandlary 1918 that the former had
misused his academic profession to express poliipaions against him and his
friends®*®

Alarmed by these developments, the military Sugr€uommand interfered, and
prohibited the Leagu¥® The General Command of the Badean Army Corps titze
expelled Pick and Mendl from Germany; the othedetiis were ordered to return to
their federal states of origin, and its men wereatened with military call-ufr’ As the
police had learned from the statement of the Cotamiof the Heidelberger Student

Organisation that the League was guided by “onestEFoller”, an arrest warrant was

%44 Statement of the Committee of the Heidelberg Stuslesociation quoted from: Turnowsky-Pinner,
“Toller” in: Leo Baeck Institute Year BqoR18; on the concise date of that statement, Idempel-
Kuater/Maller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessei.

%45 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badk18

%46 Anonymous Heidelberger “University professor”, tge from: Hempel-Kiiter/Mdiller, “Toller” in:
Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess4.

%47 Gerhard Anschiitz, quoted from Turnowsky-Pinneglldi” in: Leo Baeck Institute Year Bqdkl8.
Possibly Toller also had Anschiitz in mind when hetevthat “democratic professors” criticized end
and called its members “worthless pacifists”, Jadler, GW, 1V, 83. Toller also writes that an anonymous
“German mother” wished them to be shot by Engligh &nd that a veteran of the Franco-Prussian war
hoped that “black French soldiers would take dfirtlskins while they were alive to bring them aphies
into the darkest places of Africa”, see: Ibid.

%48 Bericht des Rektors der Universitat Miinchen, 7.281i@: Friihwald/Spalek (eds.fall Toller, 36.

*9 Toller, GW, IV, 84.

170

Schouten, Frederik Steven Louis (2008), Ernst Toller: An Intellectual Youth Biography, 1893-1918
European University Institute DOI: 10.2870/14249



issued against him, and security officials alsdedaht his house, but Toller’s landlady
seems not to have mentioned that he was in hosiiteé Novembe¥* Alarmed by
Anschitz’s lecture, Pinner and other students dectd warn Toller, but — having not
seen him for more than three weeks — she did rewkhat he was in hospital, and only
learned so from his landlady. “On the day of theseeutions”, Toller dramatizes, “I am
in hospital with a high fever; a girl student contesme with the news: “They have
already been looking for you in your room; you mlestve at once or you will be
arrested™®>? Although the police had not (yet) searched his édime threat of an arrest
hung in the air. Hence Toller decided to leave Elderg for Berlin, ‘shivering with
fever' %> Wolfgang Frithwald and John M. Spalek write thahkd reached Berlin by
21 Decembe?>*

Before he left, however, Toller wrote a newspagréicle in which he replied to
the accusations against land In his autobiography he writes that it was pui@isin
the Berliner Tageblatt Germany’s biggest Liberal daily (and a forum lné tmoderate
forces in favour of &erstandnisfrieden but in reality it seems to have been appeared in
the Heidelberger Nachrichteron 20 December 1917: ‘Since long dissensient thioug
was made the prejudice of being ‘unpatriotic’ orofthless’! Is he ‘unpatriotic’ who
seeks for the peaceful unity of free independenples? Does that imply the will to
gloss over the disgracefulness of whatever goventsieDoes that mean to seek for
peace at any cost? — In that case our German speedth have lost all sense.” Echoing
the influence of Hiller, he went on: “Politics tg means to feel oneself also responsible
for the fate of one’s country and to act accordinghose who do not fulfil that task,
will have to do battle with their conscience; thexenly one morality $ittlichkei) that
can be ascribed to humanity; there is only onetg@eis) that lives in humanity (...);
we too love Germany, but in a different way, anthviigher claims — on ourselves as

well.8%°

%50 Bericht des Rektors der Universitat Miinchen, 7.281i@: Friihwald/Spalek (eds.fall Toller, 37.

%1 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badkoller writes in his autobiography that
he was in hospital for fever. TollegW, IV, 84.

®2Toller, GW, 1V, 84.

%53 |bid.

854 Spalek/Frithwald (eds.)all Toller, 13; Dove, then, writes 22 December 1917, but aésmmes
giving a source, see: Dovde was a Germar89.

%% |bid. 83; the text was also published in Diedesidbie Tatin February 1918, see: Toller, “Aufruf in:
Die Tat 98 Jg. (11 February 1918) 977-978, 978, see: ldeipter/Muller, “Toller” in: Literatur,
Politik und soziale Prozess@4. | was unable to verify whether the text sealppeared in thBerliner
Tageblattin December 1917, and in this form. Its reprinDie Tatis nonetheless the exact text of which
Toller claims that it appeared in tligerliner Tageblattand which thus appeared in any case in the
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Interestingly enough, he also wrote a letter tgt®ulLandauer on that very same
day, obviously seeking the support of his intellattfather amidst the turmoil of the
current events. Possibly a reply to a letter froamdauer (and perhaps in reaction to
Toller’s letter from 7 December), Toller set ou¢ tmotivation for his actions connected
to theBund Recording that he was driven by his inNet and a complete struggle with
the essence of humanity, he gives expression tiléas of a man in whom he hoped to
have found a teacher. The letter is a passione#dlirg of his religious sentiments and
gives expression to complete identification witmtlauer's philosoph§.® Not knowing
what “outer bounds” or “detailed forms” humanityositd have in a future world, he
expressed the need to “fight, above all, the wavepy and the state, (...), and (to)
replace it with theGemeinschafteconomically bound by the peaceful exchange of
products for equivalent others; tligemeinschafbof free people, which exists by the
(grace of thelzeist”®*’

Toller begged Landauer for a “full” reply, or othése a reply need not to be

written at all — but the answer is unknofh.

Heidelberger Nachrichten.

8¢ Rotstein,Traum der Gemeinschaf. Toller writes that the letter came in on ttasy defore he left
Heidelberg, so that Pinner must have brought hamlgiter into hospital, see: Toll&W, 1V, 84.

57 Toller, GW, I, 36, Letter to LandauerToller, GW, IV, 84-85; the first letter is complete, the set@
derivation of the first. The letter was publish@d1i920: Ernst Toller, ,Brief an Gustav Landauer.’ in
Der Freihafen. Blatter der Hamburger Kammerspigtgsg von Erich Ziegel, 3. Jg., Heft 1 (1920/21)
5-7

858 «“Auf diesen Brief sollen Sie miganzantworten odegar nicht ich bitte Sie darum!*, see: TollegW,

I, 36, Letter to Landauer

172

Schouten, Frederik Steven Louis (2008), Ernst Toller: An Intellectual Youth Biography, 1893-1918
European University Institute DOI: 10.2870/14249



Youth Socialism and the Working Class
[1918]

In Defence of theBund (January 1918)

Toller describes thBundin his autobiography as a “sign” that youth wake db revolt
against the “fathers” — this is a clear exaggenais there had been initiatives of youth
before that tim&° Instead, thdundwas a “sign”, as Christa Hempel-Kiitter and Hans-
Harold Muller have rightly emphasised, that Tolkas able to take the step from moral
disorientation to social practice, on the one hand,to propagate the re-creation of that
practice through &eistrevolution under the leadership of a revolutiongoyth, on the
other®®°

By 21 December Toller had arrived in Berlin. TBiendhad been prohibited, but
Toller did not accept this. Although he never dagpld any particular interest in political
parties, he now — possibly at the suggestion of Méeber — informed members of the
Reichstagabout the military actions against the studentaias Weber who suggested
that he approach Georg Gothein (1857-1940), thegeubrother of Eberhard Gothein
and an openminded Left Liberal politician of theodtessive People’s Party
(Fortschrittliche Volkspartei, F\V)p which | earlier suggested was possibly also the
political party of Toller's fathe?®* He also approached Wolfgang Heine (1861-1944), a
well-known SPD-politician who was open to socidbrmist ideas and artistic circles.
On 5 November Heine had stressed the need for atiatgl peace during the well-
attended and famous Munich conference of the Feren@ Student Movement, where
Weber had also denounced the DVP (see chapteoi)el@’s reaction is unknown, but

Heine seems to have indeed asked questions al®eixfulsion of the two Austrian

%9 This is also what Margerethe Pinner concludes; Saenowsky-Pinner, “Toller” in:Leo Baeck
Institute Year Bogk
%50 Hempel-Kiiter/Miiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozesses.
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students, though they remained unansw&fedhere are no indications that Heine
pushed his efforts further, so that one wonders deeply interested he was in the
matter.

In Berlin Toller also continued to seek supporttfieBundamong students. Just
before Christmas, Scholem tells us, he sent Séhd#r to Scholem in Jena to convince
him to support the League. As tBendhad found strong opposition among students in
this town, it is not unlikely that Toller displayedparticular interest for support in Jena.
Scholem records in his memoirs that it lead totarfsy” meeting in the presence of
various other students because he stubbornly gfisseommit himself to the activist
League>®®

Meanwhile, Toller was treated in a Berlin hospital “ear-ache” and since 1
January 1918 also spent time in the Sanatorium évald in Berlin-Wilmersdorff, a
western quarter of Berlifi®* Toller declared later that he was taken in thagsaium
for “further recovery”, but it is not clear whaighmean$®® It was possibly not for “ear-
ache” (alone), as otherwise it seems unlikely tlatvould have been released from
the Berlin hospital. Toller had fled Heidelberg whée was being treated for

“neurotic” disorder, so that we should probably erstand his “further recovery” as

®51 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18,ssage Max Webet2.3.1918.

%52 Bericht des Rektors der Universitat Miinchen, 7.28lifi: Frithwald/Spalek (eds.Fall Toller, 37;
Dove,He was a Germamn37. Heine was close to the German literary scenéhe ideas of Wyneken
and to the Free German Students’ League; he wasfotie signatories of the 1915 petition for Ernst
Joél and his son, Walter, had been a pupil of Wgnikschool at Wickersdorf before the war; at the
well-attended meeting organised by the Free Ger8tadents’ League on 5 November 1917, where
Weber denounced the “all-German” danger, Heine spoavour of a negotiated peace; Heine was also
on the list of invitees for both meetings at Ladeinsin 1917, but it is not clear whether he wasspnt as
well, see: DLA, Marbach, Diederichg,eilnehmerlisten on his son and Wickerdorff, see: 1ISG
Amsterdam, Salomon-Archive; on the Munich meetsag: WebetMWGALI/15, 720. Toller boasted in
January 1918 at a students meeting in Munich ahisutontact with Heine, but took distance from him
when he begun to identity with Eisner and Heinéleaéfd himself with the revolution of Ebert and
Scheidemann, see his essay “Die FriedenskonfereMzmailles” (The Peace Conference of Versailles,
1918/19), published in: TollerGW, I; on his boasting about Heine, sdgericht des Rektors der
Universitat Minchen, 7.2.1918: Frihwald/Spalek (eds.[all Toller, 37.

%3 ScholemMon Berlin nach Jerusalem20

4 Toller was possibly treated in the Saint-Josepbgital in Berlin; on 15 December 1917 he wrote a
letter to Carl Hauptmann, but it was sent from thadpital in the “Landhausstral3e 23", which is inot
Munich but in Berlin; he thus possibly posted teétdr after his flight from Heidelberg, see: AdK
Berlin, Hauptmann-Archivel etter from Ernst Toller to Carl Hauptmann, 15.1218 (St. Joseph-
Krankenhau}

655 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ernehmungsprotokollemhe Grunewald, a large
forest of some 32 square kilometres in Berlin-Wilsarff, was granted the status of@igemeinde

so that many artists had settled at this locatign1B00. The private clinic was located in the
Grunewalderstral3e 44; in early 1917 the “neurd®ialll Cassirer, the publisherDie Wandlungspent
some time in the clinic; before the war Victor Klgener's father, Wilhelm Klemperer (the former
rabbi of Bromberg), was here treated for cancer, €@ristian Kenneraul Cassirer und sein Kreis:
ein Berliner Wegbereiter der Moderr€rankfurt am Main, Berlin, Bern, New York, ParM/ien,
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being related to that, but we cannot exclude malitgrounds either, as Toller was
threatened with a possible return to war aftergrahibition of theBund and it was
well-known that “neurotics” were generally not reited °°® Interestingly enough, the
clinic was around the corner from the home of Kkirobner, who by this time had
returned from Munich to his native Berlin. Kronemanised artistic meetings at his
place. In January 1918 Toller read here for thst fifme in public fromDie
Wandlung’®’ There were at least two readings. A first one tplaice on 1 January. It
seems to have been organised spontaneously, a&x Talll sent a telegram to Carl
Hauptmann that very morning to invite him for hesadings, although the latter was
unable to come. Another reading took place on huaky. He seems to have re-invited

Hauptmann for this meeting, although he again badecline®®®

Possibly there were
more of these readings. At one of these meetinisrBofriend Pinner was present, who
had similarly fled from Heidelberg to Berlin andwdearned for the first time that
Toller had been working on a pl&. Auerbach had moved to Berlin, so that she may
have been present as Weéll. Toller regarded these readings not as literary dsut
‘political’ readings. He later recorded that heealty read from his play in student circles
in Heidelberg to “agitate against the waf*though he had never told people that he was
writing a play. Pinner records that he had readaud poems in Heidelberg which left
them “deeply moved”, but she learned only in Bettiat he had thus been working on a
play.672

It was around this time, too, that Toller encoustiersome underground
pamphlets and other works which were printed dadally distributed by the Spartacus
League $patakusbundthe USPD’s radical Leftwing. The works includbé memoirs
of the former German Ambassador in London, Karl Nféxst von Lichnowsky (1860-

1996) 130; Klemperer, CV, I, 656, 590.

%% Hempel-Kiiter and Miiller explain Toller's preseticghe clinic exclusively on medical grounds, see:
Hempel-Kuter/Muller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess#7.

%7 Toller sent on 1 January a telegram to Carl Haapmmto attend his readings at 8.15 p.m. at
Kroner's place in the KurfurstenstraRe 54 (Berlins@wald), see: AdK Berlin, Hauptmann-Archive,
Telegram from Ernst Toller to Carl Hauptmann, 1918 (Sanatorium Grunewald, Berlin Grunewald)
%8 Carl Hauptmann writes that he unfortunately hadbeen present at a reading of Toller’s drama in
“artistic circles” on 17 January 1918 in Berlin,eseAdK Berlin, Hauptmann-Archivel, etter from
Hauptmann to the Munich court, 3.7.1919 (Mittel-®dberhau)

%9 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Bqdkl9.

679 Auberbach also had a sister in Berlin, Edith Avaeh, an Expressionist paintress who may have been
present at these readings as well. She lived ideghauerstral3e 1 in Berlin, see: StA Munich, 158%ief
331 or 334 (unreadable) of the Stadtkommandantdwafich, 2.6.1919.

671 Ernst Toller, “Bemerkungen zu meinem Drama ,DieAMang” in: Der Freihafen. Blatter der
Hamburger Kammerspielél, No. 10 (1920) 145-146, printed in: Toll&W, 11, 360.

72 Turnowsky-Pinner, “Toller” inLeo Baeck Institute Year Badkl9.
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1928),Meine Mission in LondofMy Mission to London, 1916), a letter of one lbét
former director of the industrial arms factory KpjpwVilhelm Muhlon (1878-1944),
author of the then notorious anti-war publicatibre Verheerung Europa@he Vandal

of Europe, 1918), and possibly also Hermann Fesnurch! Zur Demokratie(The
Coming Democracy, 1917) andichel wach auf!(Michel Wake Up, 1919) by the
German military officer Hans-Georg von Beerfeld87qZ2-1960), an active pacifist who
joined a revolutionary organization close to thePDS"® Toller stated in 1918 that he
had already come across Lichnowsky's memoirs befwg were published but he
re-read them at this time, and only now do theyrstehave had a great impact on him.
Believing that Germany had fought a defensive Waller now discarved the diplomatic
manoeuvres on the eve of the war and the unwiiegrof the German state to avert
World War I. Toller concluded from those works tigérmany had submitted itself to
organised capitalism, as it seemed to have hopednéerial gairf’® Instead of a
spiritual event to rejuvinate the nation, he wrintel933, Toller felt deeply betrayed
when it turned out that politicians fought “for dolfor land, for ore, for oil, for only
dead things®® Today historians have shown that this ‘conspiraafy’politics and
capitalism to be a distortion of reality, as mamgibhessmen had no idea of the plans of
Germany’s political elite in 1914, but it was wigahared in neo-romantic and Leftwing
pacifist circle€’’ It is unclear how Toller had received these woHks.writes that he
found them on his writing table one d¥§but it is likely, of course, that he was pointed
to these works through his immediate artistic atetdry milieu in Berlin, including

people like Kroner, Pinner and Auerbach. As Auenldaad an interest in the trade union

673 Toller, GW, IV, 86; Toller stated in 1918 that the read broes, “including the Belgian-English guilt
problem by a nobleman from Mecklenburg, enkschriftof an unknown about the executions of the
Reichs Chancellor and théblkerschiedsgerichtsfragehe expose of a unnamed (namely commanding
General), Fernau, durch zur Demokratie”, see: BAhl@#z-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18,
Vernehmungsprotokolleh was pointed to the names of Hermann Fernau-ams Georg von Beerfelde
by: Hempel-Kuter/Mdller, “Toller” inLiteratur, Politik und soziale Prozes<e8.

674 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ernehmungsprotokollen

675 On his feelings of betrayel, see: Toll&W, 1V, 86.

®7% In addition he wrote: “The question of war guidtigd before the guilt of capitalism*, see: Toll&i,

IV, 86-87.

77 Herwig, “Germany” in: Hamilton and Herwig (edQrigins of World War | 150-187, which states
that the war was the consequence of a very smalipgof people that centred immediately around the
Emporer, who, in the end, decided upon war, andchfmhich businessmen were largely excluded;
Klaus Tenfelde, then, dispels the myth that Krupgd prior knowledge in 1914 of the Schlieffen Plan t
invade Belgium, see: Klaus Tenfelde, in: Lotharl@adl), Krupp im 20. Jahrhundert. Die Geschichte
des Unternehmens vom Ersten Weltkrieg bis zur Griigdier StiftungBerlin, 2002; on the peaceful
intensions of Hugo Stinnes and Max Warburg, twé&efmany’s leading industrialists, see: Hamilton
and Herwig, “World Wars " inOrigins of World War ,|32.

678 Toller, GW, 1V, 86; Protokollin: Ibid., 240.
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movement, she may have been open to the ideassaf Rxemburg (1871-1919) and
the Spartakist Leagifé®

Toller’s critique of capitalism was deeply influecby a neo-romantic contempt
for material thing§®® He critized the capitalist system from an ethiedther than from a
material (that is: economical) point of view, saattht has little to do with the
“Spartakist” context in which they were distribut&tbnetheless, Toller did find himself
increasingly moving into the arms of politics, aboall as a result of his immediate
environment — around Kroner, Pinner and Auerbagirhere sympathy existed for the
USPD, the political party that most clearly expessTontempt for the war. At the
suggestion of “friends”, Toller writes, he was pato contact with the Jewish born
Socialist Kurt Eisner (1867-1919), one of the foersdof the USPD, who had come to
Berlin for a meeting of that party.

Born in an assimilated Jewish family from Berlinisiier was very much a
literary man, who had made a living as a politjoalrnalist and drama critic since his
days as a student. Interested in Socialism, heewfot various Socialist dailies,
including the prestigious SPD-daiyorwartsand theFrankische Tagespostle was a
critical opponent of the authoritarian Imperialtsfawvhich he equated with Prussian
militarism and feudal politics. A fierce critic tie monarchy, he found the enemy of the
working class less in industrial capitalism tharttie Hohenzollern monarch§* As a
pupil of the neo-Kantian Hermann Cohen (1842-19&&ner had tried to synthesise the
ethics of Kant and the ideas of Marx, which he fbun an ethical and idealist
interpretation of Marxism which interchanged thereamical ‘sub structure’ with a
strong emphasis on man’s free will and morale.dndsing, Eisner made socialism
dependent on human will rather than on historicalemialism®®? showing affinity with
Landauer’s romantic socialism, although the lattes deeply rooted in a neo-romantic

Nietzschean tradition that Eisner rejected.

679 She wrote a dissertation on Marx and the tradensyisee: chapter 7, footnote 27. The Munich
police later described her as a “radical”, see: Bufich, 15591.

%80 This results,amongs others, form the fact thateFaliso ‘forgave’ the politicians themselves, whom
he considered blinded by a false Geist.

%81 The best and most complete and recent accounismerfs: Bernard Grawurt Eisner, 1867-1919:
eine Biographig(Munich, 2001); orVorwérts see also: Wilhelm Hausenstein, “Erinnerung amétls
in: Lamm, Vergangene Tage&17; on his anti-monarchism, see also: Falk Wiesem ‘Kurt Eisner.
Studie seiner politischen Biographie’ in: Karl Bgstl),Bayern im Umbruch. Die Revolution von 1918,
ihre Voraussetzungen, ihr Verlauf und ihre Folg@vunich, 1969) 390-391; Allan Mitchell,
Revolution in Bayern 1918/1919. Die Eisner-Regigrund die RéaterepubliMunich, 1965) 39.

%82 Kurt Eisner, ‘Kant’ in: Kurt EisnetGesammelte Werk#l en IV, 177.
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Before becoming one of the founders of the USREhdE had been a prominent
member of the SPD, where he was sometimes seereasianist, but this was a serious
distortion of his views. Revisionism, central touadd Bernstein’s interpretation of
Marxism, aimed at the peaceful transformation freapitalism to socialism through a
gradualist program of political and economic refpbut Eisner remained an advocate of
the revolutionary ideals of Socialism. Instead aflipmentary democracy, he wanted
what Toller once called a “perfect democracy”, whiactively commited people to
politics and gave it a clear voif& A practical man, however, Eisner subjected thémry
practice. In his aims to create a democratic catfotee to the authoritarian state, he
had repeatedly made compromises with the Left klsewho since 1878 had come into
the opposition. Shortly before the war he called docommon democratic front of
Socialists and Liberals against the authoritariates expressed in hiilitarprogram
der Linken(1913). As an ethical scholar, Eisner had a speterest in the education of
the worker in both a general and Socialist sens@upil of Marx, he believed that
awareness of ‘false consciousness’ was the prirmangition for freedom and human
action. Eisner summarised his educational stratetfye concept of “illuminative work”
(Aufklarungsarbejt which revealed itself as an instrument for peand democracy
during the war. In line with the SPD’s mainstredu®,had shortly flirted with the war in
1914, but he quickly returned to his former paoifisvhich, together with the further
development of his critique on the monarchy, definke content of his workers’
program. Several months before the foundation @4BPD in April 1917, he had also
begun to apply hi&wufklarungsarbeiton the German youth. Having settled in Munich,
he was able to group some young followers on Momd@ynings at the ‘Golden Anchor’
(Golden Anker in the Schillerstrasse, where he presented mhtedm German and
foreign press releases that sharpened insighthetavar, including the abovementioned
documents of Lichnowsky and Muhlon. After his bredkh the SPD for its support to
war in April 1917, Eisner became tte factoleader of the USPD in Bavaria, where he
could count on ever greater support of youth. Tiggnal group at the Golden Anchor

comprised no more than twenty five people, buha dourse of 1917 it grew to over a

3 Toller, GW, IV, 116-117. The reason for the idea that Eisvees a revisionist was rooted in his conflict
with Karl Kautsky (1854-1938), an orthodox and fetionary Marxist, and which forced Eisner to resig
as the chief-editor oforwartsin 1905.
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hundred, providing, as Richard Dove writes, thectaus” of the later revolutionary
movement in Municf*

In March 1918 Eisner stated in a police report behad been invited to attend
Toller's readings ober Wandlungn Berlin. He was unable to attend, but he therkep
with Toller ‘one or two days’ later, although theig not speak, if he remembered well,
about the politics of the USPD, except perhaps ivery general way®° It is clear that
Toller was less interested in Eisner as a polithah as an ethical man, while at the
same time he was impressed by his activist orientand his respect to youth. In this
context Toller found in him an alternative to tHeadsmatic leader that Weber could

not be%8®

The January Strike and Imprisonment (Jan.-April 1918)

Shortly after his encounter with Eisner, Tollert l&gr Munich, where he decided to
take up his studies again and intended to dedluatself to his dissertation on the
role of modern magazines and its economic motinafity At the same time he seems
to have left Berlin out of fear of re-call to tha®rian army, which had become acute
since Heidelberg, as he hoped to re-establish ¢lsase in Munich, where the
headquarters of his regiment was located. He alted to give hi8unda stimulus

in Munich by founding a local branéf Scholars of Toller have also seen his move
to Munich in the light of his attachment to Eisnaithough Toller himself does not

corroborate thi§%°

%84 Dove,He was a Germam2; on Eisner during the war, see: Griaisner, on Eisner’s practical mind
and will to compromise, as well as on Aigfklarungsarbeijtsee also: Wiesemann, ‘Eisner’ in: Bosl (ed.),
Bayern im Umbruch392-394; on his leadership of the USPD in Munigde: CraigGermany, 1866-
1945 400.

85 BA Potdam, ORA/RG, C24/1@ussage von Kurt Eisner, 7.3.1918

68 Jjurkat claims that Toller now adopted socialistaisl and socialized with the Berlin working class
(circa January 1918), which is not true. JurRgokalypse159.

%7 protokoll in: Toller, GW, 4, 240; Frihwald/Spalek (edsBall Toller, 35-8. Toller must have left
between the middle and 25 January 1918, when hepnresent at a student meeting in Munich;
Fishman and Hempel-Kiter and Muller write that B& mid-January, but this is thus not entirely
correct, see: FishmaPRrophets 32; Hempel-Kuter/Mller, “Toller” inLiteratur, Politik und soziale
Prozesse 99; the meeting on 25 January 1918, see: BA Dahioppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18,
Vernehmungsprotokollesee also Frihwald/Spalek (edB3]l Toller, 35-8.

6% BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18/ernehmungsprotokollensee also Hempel-
Kater/Maller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess@9.

%89 On the notion that Toller followed Eisner, see:th®p Toller, 41; Dove,He was German43;
Hempel-Kiter/Mdiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess#9.
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On 25 January 1918 Toller was present at a studesting in Munich, where
he sought to get support for his actions in Heielgl6”® He had not yet matriculated
and already started his missionary campaigning peace and for his students’
League. A student recorded that Toller was givaeresaninutes to speak, but was
able to extend that time to twenty minutes with shipport of the present students. In
his speech Toller was critical of the attacks agjahis Aufruf by a large share of
German students and professors, including Onckahhe called for equal rights of
assembly and for political commitment for youth,il@hreferring to other countries
than Germany where this was already the case. \Waeiso called upon the students
to resist the threat of the DVP, he was depriveligfight to speak. At the end of the
meeting he circulated a piece of paper for sigmsttio support his ainfs He seems
to have mislaid at this meeting an (unpublishetBrdiry sketch, entitledAn das
deutsche VolKTo the German People, 1918) — a direct referdncthe Kaiser’s
equally named call upon the nation to defend itselfnity against foreign aggression
from 6 August 19142

On the next day Toller contacted Eisf&nwho informed him during that visit
about a meeting of the USPD that would take placeth® next morning in the
Kolloseumbeer hall in Munich, which was on Sunday 27 Janf#r Organised
against the background of a strike that had brakénn Kiel, in northern Germany, it
was a political meeting that was intended to segbpert for a similar strike in
Munich. In Kiel the strike had been prompted by enat the news that the German
peace settlement with the Russians at Brest-Litoeaitier that month had been
dictated by the German delegation according toous wishes, including many
annexionist aims, so that it had ignored the peeselution of July 1917, accepted by
the majority of the parliament. The news createdaae of protest among adherents
of peace and democracy, and it could count in atghoe on the support of great
parts of the population. Fed by food shortagesgstlted in a strike in Kiel, which
soon turned into a massive strike action at the gfndhnuary 1918 that spread in a

69 Bericht des Rektors der Universitat Miinchen, 7.28lif: Frihwald/Spalek (eds.Fall Toller, 35-
38.

91| eutnant Metzger, quoted in: Ibid. 36-37.

%92 Hempel-Kiiter/Miiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessk02 and 100, where the
text of this sketch is printed; Kaiser Wilhelm thn das deutsche VolkNeuePreuf3ische Zeitung
(Berlin, 7 August 1914).

93 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18yssage Eisners vom 7.3.1918

%9 Frilhwald/Spalek (eds.Fall Toller, 38; on the location and date, see also: Hempeiiliiller,
“Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale ProzessE2.
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few days time over the whole counfy. The SPD and USPD supported the
spontaneously emerging strike movement in Germang Bavaria the SPD was
initially sceptical, but Eisner decided to suppgbe movement.

Against this background Eisner held seven speeahésee mass meetings of
the USPD from 27 to 30 January 1918. Present atmineting on 27 January, where
Eisner called for support of the strike movemenptosue the aims of peace and
democratisatiofi?® Toller experienced a “strong excitement”, whiclsi&r must have
noticed, as Toller went to him after that speecdho when, Toller writes, “tried to calm
me down”. Toller did not speak at this meeting hethsthus he stated shortly after,
adding that “in my excitement | would not at aliveabeen able to do s6* Toller
records that he met “workers, women, young peogte wearched for the road to
peace™® These people included Emilie and Betty Landau@ters of Gustav
Landauer, and a student called Kropelin, who imvitéen for a discussion evening in
deKunstzaal Steineckie Munich on the next day, 28 JanuétyAccording to an eye
witness, he read in a circle of students his “poein Entwurzelte™, which
according to him was characterised by the presemidests as “supra-
revolutionary”’® The poem, which was never published, was an iatemart of the
manuscript of Die Wandlung which then was thus stille equally calldder
Entwurzelte As the student remembers Toller well, Toller musive made
impression on this circle of students.

That same day Toller spoke at a USPD-meeting dalnweorkers that took
place in the ‘Golden Anchor’. As Christa Hempel-&iitand Hans-Harold Miuller
have recently shown, he here tried to lift peopl# of the “purely political
discussions into higher human and morel considerati (Toller) and thus, as they
write, “to spiritualise and moralise politics” irerns of his own ideal of &eist

revolution. His contribution started with some pags from theAufruf der

%9 Craig,Germany, 1866-194387; Baier Arbeitssoldaten in Bayerri10.

%% Wiesemann, ‘Eisner’ in: Bosl e.a. (e®gyern im Umbruch401.

97 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ernehmungsprotokollerHempel-Kiter/Miiller,
“Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale ProzessE00.

% Toller, GW, IV, 87-88.

%99 Bericht des Rektors der Universitat Miinchen, 7.281i8i: Frilhwald/Spalek (eds.Fall Toller, 35-
38. | was unable to find information about theesistLandauer and Krdpelin; Frihwald/Spalek write
that they were sisters of Landauer (p.290), it @ clear whether they were also family of Carl
Landauer (1891-1983) from Munich, an SPD-member andnomic theorist who received his
doctorate in Heidelberg in 1915 and fought durihg Bavarian Council Republic in 1919 against
Toller, although he did not feel hostile sentimeotsards Toller himself and was the central figire
the negotiations with Toller.
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russischen Soldaten an die deutschen Soldatenialgiting eines Waffenstillstandes
(Call of the Russian Soldiers to the German Saddierbegin an Armistice), which he
had received several weeks before from a Germadiesdt® Hempel-Kiiter and
Muller also write that it was apparently less thaditical than the “general human
language” (Toller) of that text that had “caughtimh“very much”, especially
referring to passages like: “We are all childrenbofrden, we are all children of
desperate circumstancddaf), we believed that we could escape the miseryfebly
killing each other, but this could not be; we wamtforget the disgrace of the past,
agree on an honest peace, and embrace each othestlasrs.” In the light of such
thoughts Toller felt strong enough to give a speacivhich he recalled the horror of
war and expressed his worry about the presenceegble who still hoped for an
offensive in war. “I also directed myself againdtuieated peopland journalists who
idealised the war and tried to justify it morallyhere also read some phrases from the
manuscript of my sketch that had been the sourcth@@ufruf an das deutsche
Volk. 7%

Meanwhile, Eisner, and his adherents, had beasessitl, as the strike came to
Munich on Thursday 31 January as WetlAbout eight to nine thousand workers from
the arms industry laid down their work in the fae of Krupp, Deckel, Otto, and
Rapp-Motorworks, supported by workers of the leaflaetory Hesselburger and the
cigarette factonAustria und Phillips-witwe am Ausstafff.Women, especially lower

class women, some of whom were active as emplayd@be abovementioned factories,

9 bid.

1 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ernehmungsprotokollerHempel-Kiiter/Miiller,
“Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess&01-102. | was unable to trace that document,
which seems to have been an unpublished pampldetcifculated among soldiers. Toller wrote a
poem, entitled “Brief” (Letter, 1917), which refeis this passage from that leaflet and outworkes th
general human dimension of those words. The poeprimed in: JordanUnpublished Poemsr6.
Jordan interpretes the poem but is unaware ofakiedf Hempel-Kuter and Miiller or their archival
material, which thus refers to its source and naevolutionary Russia, see: Ibid. 77. As Tollepter
that poem in 1917, he must have thus already pesddke leaflet in 1917.

92 BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18ernehmungsprotokollerHempel-Kiiter/Miiller,
“Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess&01. Richard Dove suggests that he here held the
speech where Oscar Maria Graf was also presenthlsuis incorrect, as that speech took place on 1
February, see: Dovéle was a Germagm4. This Russian pamphlet may explain why Endemiarhis
report wrote that the “rumour was circulating indnts circles that one had found Russian leaflets
during a house search”, se®ericht des Rektors der Universitat Minchen, 7.2819n:
Frihwald/Spalek (eds.fall Toller, 35-38.

93 Baier, Arbeitssoldaten in Bayerr 10.

" There were strikes atKrupp-Werke Bayerische FlugwerkzeugeRapp-Motoren-Werke
Prazisionsfabrik DeckelOtto-werke, Hesselburgeaind Austria und Phillips-witwe am Ausstandee:
Wolfgang Zorn, Bayerns Geschichte im 20. Jahrhundert. Von der Mdria zum Bundesland
(Munich, 1986) 109; BaieArbeitssoldaten in Bayeri11; Geyer\Verkehrte Wejt48-9.
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also joined the strike moveméft.A resolution of Eisner was signed by the workdrs o
Krupp, in which they agreed, as Eisner put it,iftonediately prepare an end to the war
of madness and of the ma¥’Desperately yearning for an end to war himsetf,stnike
excited Toller, as people were on strike “not fage, but for peacé®’ and he now
began to actively commit himself to the movemend atimulate the revolt of the
workers.

In line with Eisner'sAufklarungsarbeithe distributed poems “born from the
horror of war” to further the anti-war spirit in Mich and also distributed fragments
from Die Wandlungall of which he marked by the word “Wandlung” &hsformation)
on top of the pag&® He made contact with central spokesmen of thkestincluding
not merely the sisters Landauer, but also SonjahLévorn: Rabinowitsch), a Russian
born Jewess with humanitarian pacifist ideals whas whe wife of a Prussian-born
(Christian) professor and literary scholar calledy&n Lerch (1889-1952). Notorious as
an agitator at that time, Franz Muncker, an oldgasor of Toller during the winter of
1916/17, once nicknamed Lerch “the Russian Steppeiifwho was said “to have
stirred the workers even more than Eisner” durireggtrike’®® Toller records that Lerch
had visited him that evening at his place and askwhether she could stay the night
because she was in the process of divorcing hdrands Toller agreed, whereafter she
decided to go back to her husband to see him ome tme. Toller claims to have
warned her about the risk of an arrest, but shethefess went and was arrested by the
police/*°

Initially on the margins of strike, Toller was mg®ed through these contacts to
give a speech to female workers at the above meediccigarette factory on 1
February’* Oscar Maria Graf was present among the listerfefslter's speech, and

%5 Frevert,Women in German History67.

"% Quoted from: Wiesemann, ‘Eisner’ in: Bosl (e®ayern im Umbruch402; see also: Dovele was

a German 44.

" Toller, GW, IV, 88.

98 |ixl, Toller, 14; Schuerer, “Literarisches Engagement” in: Harch(ed) Zu Ernst Toller 44.

" victor Klemperer, quoted from: Klemper&y, II, 610, 622-3.

"Toller, GW, IV, 89.

"1 |bid.; on the date, see: BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegar@®RA/RG, C24/18, 9, 169: Hempel-Kiiter/Miiller,
“Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess&02: Ter Haar writes that Toller spoke on 2
February, which is incorrect, although repeatedRighard Dove, see: Ter Haar, ‘Biographischer
Uberblick’ in: Hermand (ed.%u Ernst Toller 11; Dove He was a Germam5. As Eisner was arrested
on 31 January, and Toller writes that he spokedte after, it must have been 1 February. There is
uncertainty as to whether Toller spoke in the @garfactory or in a “brewery”, although | here g¢ak
Toller on his word. On the brewery, see: BA Dahiwitoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/18, 9, 169; by
contrast, Hempel-Kiter and Mdiller rely on that mrep@lthough not written by Toller himself), see
also:Ernst Toller. Pazifist — Schriftsteller — Politiket.
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records Toller's talent as an orator in a vividtitesny, though one not free from
dramatization: “He cried out his feelings heatedggstatically, and with wild
gesticulations and a distorted face. He shook aggth he were feverish and foamed
at the lips. “You mothers! he began — again andirag and painted with poetic and
rhetorical fire the horror of the war: ‘You brotlseaind sisters!” He carried everyone
along with him. Single women wept or became conebyewild”.”*? It is not clear
whether this speech relied on written material,thatindividual reference to mothers,
brothers and sisters was typical of Toller’s rhietadeveloped in various texts at this
time./*3

It was at this meeting, too, that Toller was infed about the arrest of Eisner
and several other strike leaders, including AlW¢mter, Johann Baptist Unterleitner,
Emilie and Betty Landauer, and the above mentiobexth/** They had all been
arrested on the evening of the previous day; 3iualgnWhen Lerch heard that she
would be tried for high treason a few days latke, sommitted suicide, which seems to
have affected Toller deeply. In his autobiograpkyirdirectly blames her husband for
her death, but this does less justice to the ttiiéim to his own sympathy for this
woman’*®

Informed about the news of their arrest, Tolled ahe workers decided to
continue the strike unconditionally and establistvenl delegations to release Eisner and
the others. Toller, obviously successful as anooratas elected as the leader of the
second delegation, which served as a ‘back-uptHerfirst if it did not return “after an
hour” from the police head quarters. Joined byeéghthousand strikers”, Toller records,

the strikers now left for the local Head Quartdrghe police. When the first delegation

"2 Graf, Gefangeng338. Graf's reference to these women might hethér indication that Toller thus
spoke before a female working public, and thuhedigarettes factory, see footnote 53.

"B Toller uses “You mother” in hiufruf an das deutsche Volut inDie Wandlungand other poems
(like “Brief” and ) uses similar forms, like “YoudKier”, “You Brother”, “You sister”, and “You
Richman”.

" Toller, GW, 1V, 89; on the names besides Eisner, see: Hempel/Kiittter, “Toller” in: Literatur,
Politik und soziale Prozess&02.

5 possibly Toller did not even know Eugen Lerch, kmlied on a newspaper article in theipziger
Neueste Nachrichtethat told of the arrest of Eisner and Lerch, dvad ber husband,Rrivatdozeniat the
university had publicly announced to be “alreadhcsiweeks in the process of getting divorced wétii.h

In reality Lerch had no bad intentions with thoserds, of which he possibly may not have realised th
they would be quoted. According to Victor Klempericollegue, Lerch had warned his wife against her
risk when she slid into the revolution, but she kadyhed at him. Like Toller, she was not politizal
interested before the war, but passionately clarigg USPD during the strike itself. She also becarare
anti-German and pushed for a rapid divorce fromGeman husband. When she was in prison, Eugen
wanted to visit her, but she did not want him, $demperer,CV, II, 610, 618-623, 647, 280-285. Toller
later modelled the protagonist bfasse-MensctfMasses and Man) (who similarly commits suicide in
prison) on Sonja Lerch.
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indeed did not return after an hour, Toller wenwvith the second delegation to plea for
the release of Eisner and the others — but to ad, @s the chief-commissioner of the
police was not empowered to decide upon releaskerTgives the impression in his
autobiography that he played a crucial role in ¢hosgotiations, but there is no evidence
that supports that suggestion and we cannot ex@udegree of self-stylation® In
reaction to the negative news in the press, thetierTlater that day wrote a leaflet,
entittedKameradenComrades, 1918), to inform the people of Munichhef ‘true’ and
peaceful intentions of the strikers. The leaftlet was printed and distributed throughou
the town.

On 2 February, then, a meeting of some “five thodsworkers” took place at
the Theresienweide, transforming itself into thggesst gathering since the outbreak of
the strike’*® Due to its massive character, and afraid of atipalirevolution (which
since the Russian revolution was no longer imp&ssithe police kept silent. The SPD-
leader Erhard Auer (1874-1945), Eisner’s biggestigal rival, was able to take control
of the gathering and brought it to an end threes digr, promising to take action for the
creation of a delegation that would work to pergute German Minister of the Interior

to deal with their demands and not to prosecutesttileers’*

Before the strike ended,
however, the state had already opted for a miiion of the situation. Toller was
placed under military supervision and formally méegrated as a soldier in the Bavarian
army on 3 February, in a reserve battery of thetBavarian Field Artillery Regiment
“Prince Regent Luitpold”I( bayerisches Feldartillerieregimemrinz-Regent Luitpold

in Munich/? Though he was free to move, he was watched bynacammisioned
officer named Guggenhuber, who also had to maketkat he kept a distance from the
regiment. But on 5 February, when the strike hathecdo an endQberstleutnant

Wolfram Freiherr Freyschlag von Freyenstein (18838), convinced of the danger of

"®Toller, GW, IV, 90-91.

7 1bid.; on the title of the leaflet, see: Hempelt&iiiMiiller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und soziale
Prozessg101-102.

"8 Quoted from: TollerGW, IV, 92.

"9 |bid. The idea of that delegation was born on Briary by the strikers, who also elected Tolleaas
member, but he was arrested prematurely, see: Hetiper/Muller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und
soziale Prozessd02.

20 HStA Munich, IV, KrStR 15373/984, KrStR 15421/774%d Truppenakten: E/I.Fussart.regiments:
Bund 102 — |. Genesen-Batterlegzarett-AufnahmerProtokoll in: Toller, GW, 1V, 241; Rudolf Ritter
von Inlander (Oberst a.D.m.d.U. des Generalstadisyeise Kommandeur des Regimen@Ggschichte
des 1. Feldartillerie-Regiments Prinz-Regent LudpdV. Band 1911 bis 192Munich, 1931) 487.
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Toller's person, gave order for his arr&stAlthough Toller insinuates that Auer was
behind that arrest, this seems not to be trueeffalbs accused of high treason against
the German state for his call for the strike, fooducing and distributing his leaflet
Kameradenand for the literary sketcln das deutsche Vollas well as for the
distribution of the Lichnowsky memoif?> He was sent to the military prison in the
LeonrodstraRe in Municf>

Life in prison was hard and full of social and legeegularities’** but it also
enabled Toller to reflect upon his recent expereenevhich had opened his eyes to the
role of the working class. In this context he pweafifrom his prison time and began to
read classical works in Socialist theory, includiwgorks of Marx, Engels, Lasalle,
Bakunin, Mehring, Luxemburg, and the Webbs”. Tollkghtly exaggerates the impact
of these works in his autobiography (and we showitiforget that Toller spent only
two months in prison), although it is beyond dothiait he now began to identify with
the labour movement. He records that it was only ti@at he began to consider himself
as a “socialist”?* This socialism has little to do with classicalistism, however, even
though he felt sincere commitment to the workingssl Toller, deeply influenced by
Landauer, continued to believe in the primacy &f twn ideal$?® and there is no
reason to believe that the abovementioned readiltgged his views. Like Landauer,
moreover, he understood the working class lessrmg of a specific group or class in
society than as a metaphor of the human conditioerevthe will to rebirth was present,
as here human suffering was deep#s¥et this awakening could only come under the
leadership of youth.

How much Toller continued to believe in the pivatde of youth in the struggle
for the rebirth of humanity, and thus as a leaddghe working class, is shown by his
reflections over his plaie Wandlungwhich he claims to have definitively finished in

prison. Though the text was largely finished by &aber 1917, he thus may have made

21 |nlander, Geschichte des 1. Feldartillerie-Regiments Pringidte Luitpold. 1V,487; Hempel-
Kater/Maller write 3 February 1918, see: Hempel-&tiMiller, “Toller” in: Literatur, Politik und
soziale Prozessd01.

22 Hempel-Kiiter/Miiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessk01. On the central role
of his leafletKameradensee: TollerGW, 1V, 94.

"2 Toller, GW, IV, 94-95.

" bid. 97-98.

"% Toller, GW, IV, 95,

2% bid.

2" See also: Ter Haafpller, 143.
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some last corrections in February and March 1848s the message remained that of a
call upon youth to take leadership in the regem@ratf the world, there can be little

doubt that Toller’s socialism was “youth socialisfinst of all.

In March 1918 Toller fell seriously ill. He recordsat he was initially not taken
seriously by a nationalist doctor, but a “kind” tm¢ who “hated war” like him,
promised to send him to the military hospital ahdnt have him declared “unfit for
prison”’?° Military reports reveal that Toller was sent tattta Munich hospital for
“nervous heart disorderNervose Tachykardjgalthough Toller thus records that it was
as a result of the doctor’s pacifisfl.From 22 to 27 March 1918 Toller was treated in a
reserve station of a Munich hospifal. He returned to his prison cell in the
Leonrodstrasse, but was already released on 4 ApdB for “heart- and nervous
disorder’”*? Toller records in his autobiography that the “kiddctor” had kept his
promise and passed by one day. Toller’'s conditiaa investigated and after a few days
he was released from jai® “Unfit for prison”, Toller was send to the firsbrvalescent
company Genesenbatterie) | of his regiment, the First Bavarian Foot Artilter

Regiment, which since March had been stationetiérBavarian town of Neu-Ulm, on

2 Toller, GW, II, 8. Although | here take Toller at his worce may have placed that remark at the
beginning of his play to dramatize the desperatwlitions in which it was written. As he had began t
present the play since January 1918, then, we maydssume that it was already more or less fidishe
and that he only made minor changes and re-corsidbe drama as a whole. Rothe’s statement that
Toller wrote his last scene (on the revolution)prson, seems thus unconvincing, which is also
sustained by the fact that we deal withGaistrevolution in terms of a Wyneken-Hiller-Landauer
inspired conception of rebirth rather than witheaalution that was idealized by political experiesc
see: RotheToller, 42.

"2 Toller, GW, IV, 98.

30 HStA Munich, IV, Truppenakten: E/I.Fussart.regieerBund 102 — |. Genesen-Batterigzarett-
Aufnahmen

3 |bid. Toller's accounts of the events in the htalpare very unreliable and serve to express his
contempt for the nationalist medical world, whiahdccuses of being on the other spectrum of the roa
to man'’s rebirth (and thus as the opposite of yaunththe working class). He records, for exampiat t

he found consolation in the religiously inclinedepts of the Expressionist Franz Werfel (1890-1945),
including his poem “Lacheln Atmen Schreiten”, réical the message that the renewal of the human-
Godly world can only come through man’s spiritugirth. Reading that poem, he was visited by the
hospital’'s medical staff. Looking at the book hadgthe senior staff doctoDberstabsarjtread out
aloud the first lines of that poems and then remairthat “[wlhoever reads such nonsense, need not be
surprised if they end up in jail”. In any case, thgt also shows Toller's identification with Welite
Expressionism — note: Toller only writes out thetfilines of Werfel's poem, which made it clearttha
we are thus dealing with that poem: “Schopfe dagerdu, / Halte Tausend Gewasser des Lachelns in
deiner Hand! / Lacheln, selige Feuchte ist ausgespaAll tbers Antlitz, see: TolleGW, IV, 99.

32 HSta Munich KrStR; InlandeGeschichte des 1. Feldartillerie-Regiments Pringé®e Luitpold.

IV, 487.

" Toller,GW, IV, 102.
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the border with Baden-Wiirttembellj.Since he was placed in a convalescent company,
there was no acute threat of a return to the ffont.

In Neu-UIm Toller was placed on half-pay (hon-aetservice), although he was
obliged to stay in town. He had time to wander atbtleu-Ulm, where he grew yet
more conscious of the misery among people in awach, in the words of Klaus
Mann, meant “hunger”, not heroistif. There were rumours of mutiny at the front and
Austria was said to have withdrawn from the wam8lated by deprivation, there were
riots in the country, which also included soldi€¥sThe situation further worsened at the
end of the summer when the Spanish flu took i fiictims, reaching its peak from
February to April 1919, ending worldwide in a largeumber of deaths than those
caused by the war®

In this context Toller paid a visit to Landaueitrdugh forbidden to leave Neu-
Ulm, he left around the middle of July 1918 forhem visit to his intellectual father,
who lived in Krumbach, close to Neu-Ulm. It was first time that he met Landauer.
Toller writes that he went to Landauer because tvedered why he remained silent in
these times of despair, to which Landauer was sgqmpto have responded: “All my life
| have worked for the downfall of this system, thigiety founded on lies and betrayals,
on the beggaring and suppression of human beimgk;] &now that this downfall is
imminent — perhaps tomorrow, perhaps in a yeame.til have the right to reserve my
strength until that moment. When the hour strikeshall be there and read%® In

34 0n his place in the convalescent battery |, s&taHunich, IV, KrStR 15421/7743; on the location
of his regiment, see: chapter 4, footnote 56. Tdrevalescent battery | was commandedHayiptmann
L.L. Harrasser from 15 March 1916 until demobilisat Note: there is some unclarity about Toller’s
destination, however, as he sent a letter to Cadgtmann on 17 May 1918 from the recrutes desposit
IV (Rekrutendepot IVof the First Bavarian Foot Artillery Regimentlieu Ulm. Perhaps he was thus
sent from the convalescent battery to this depasiich in theory (but possibly not in practice) mea
that he was trained and prepared for a possiblyrmetio the fights. See: AdK Berlin, Hauptmann-
Archiv, Letter from Ernst Toller to Carl Hauptmann, 17.5189 The recrutes deposit IV was
commanded byHauptmannL. Marc, who had replace®berleutnantL. Kimmich (see chapter 5,
footnote 117) since September 1917 and stayedrnm@nd until demobilisation, see: BKBje K.B.
Schwere Atrtillerie im GroRRen Kriege 1914-19780.

35 0On the diagnosis, see: HStA Munich, IV; Marianneb&f claims that it was Max Weber who had
requested a hearing before the court which resint@aller’s release, but this cannot be so inlidpet of
the formal medical ground of his release, see: Mure Webell_ebensbild 648

3¢ Quoted from Klaus Mannin meinem Elternhay$4.

37 Baier, Arbeitssoldaten in Bayerni15-117: Albrechti.andtag 335.

% On the Spanish flu, see: Catherine Rollet, “Théh#® War”, II: setbacks in Public Health” in:
Winter/Robert (eds.)Capital Cities at War456-486.

" Toller, GW, IV, 104.Translation from LunrProphet 256-257.
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reality it seems more likely that Toller went tonidauer to bring him the manuscript of
Die Wandlund“*°

A World Upside Down: Apocalypse 1918

Shortly after returning from his secret missionLamdauer, to Neu-Ulm, Toller heard
that he was to be subjected to a psychiatric irgeggin, and he was sent to the then
very well-known psychiatric clinic in Munich. Toleecords that this was a consequence
of his mother, who had requested the investigatitenalso records that she was unable
to accept the charge of high treason against mewgale at the same time she could not
understand why her son identified with the labowvement — he “had to be ill", he
writes about her thoughts, stressing that he “ahild had already been nervou&*.
Possibly Toller exaggerates his mother’'s motivatiand she may have had real worries
about her son, whom she wanted to saveguard agi@igal prosecution. It was
wellknown that mentally ill and “war hysterics” veeoften exempted from persecution,
so that she may well have chosen that p&th.

From 22 to 25 July, then, Toller was subjected fasychiatric investigation in
the Munich academic clinic. In his autobiographypnesents that treatment as a world
upside down, where unity with the existing ordefirdvely became impossibl&? This
was a result of his awareness that his treatmest wed a sincere inquiry, but an
extension of the larger political struggle in theiatry.** The symbol of that ‘treatment’
was the clinic’'s director, Germany's pre-eminentygbgatrist Emil Krapelin, a
consulting doctor for the First Bavarian Army CoipsMunich/#> Krapelin, “a small

"0 There is a copy of that manuscript in the archisfethe Institute for Social History in Amsterdabut
an additional letter is absent, whereas thereds adetter (with envelope) in the case of the po@iailer
had sent on 7 December; this makes it likely thatéxt ofDie Wandlungvas not sent, but given.
“Toller,GW, IV, 104.

42 Some doubt might be casted upon the fact thatefrslmother was behind the investigation, as
Toller was examined together with three other pigdints of the strike movement: tiSchriftsetzer
Michler, who had sought to win the Munich book pstotrs for the strike, the mechanic Winkler, whd ha
been mainly active at tH@ayerischen Motorenwerkeand theWerkzeugmachdrang, who belonged to
the striking labourers of Krupp, see: Matthias WeBenst Rudin, eine kritische Biographi#993) 89.

3 Ter HaarToller, 156.

4 1n spite of Germany’s high status in this fielde popular image of psychiatry was not very flaitgr
see: Eric J. EngstronClinical Psychiatry in Imperial Germany. A Histonf Psychiatic Practice
(Ithaca, 2003).

45 HStA Munich, IV, Truppenakten: E/l.Fussart.reginserBund 102 — |. Genesen-Batterigyzarett-
Aufnahmen.
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stocky man with yellowish skin and a full, dark tEa*® was wellknown for his
extreme political and nationalist ideas. Not onlgswhe a member of thélkischPan-
German League, but he was also the author of thed&Bnes for Paths to Lasting
Peace”, which demanded far-reaching territorialaggmon during the war; as they
threatened th&urgfrieden the “Guidelines” were prohibited by the Ministoy War,
even though they were signed by 91 Professorsufimg a large share of the Munich
university clinic). Krapelin also subscribed to trdimited submarine warfare, while at
the same time he found his foe in Great-Britainthsd he co-founded tHgund zur Nie-
derkampfung Englandd_eague for the Defeat of England) in July 191@avarian
movement of 20,000 members that aimed at a naisatiah of the country by opting
for nationalist-annexationist aims and seekingyumgtyond party political differences. In
October 1917 he had signed the call for the lochdtland Party?’ For political
motivations, he often despised patients of “warogs”, in whom he detected a lack of
willpower to fight in war. In May 1918, for exampléa Captain Mdaller”, a victim of
“war neurosis”, “complained that his rights and rdig had been violated by the
psychiatrist, who allegedly denied that he waanlll refused to show him his chart”, but
the patient's charge was not taken seriously andp&lin’s actions were deemed
appropriat€*® Krapelin only visited Toller at the end of hisystahen the investigation
had possibly already come to an end), which Takeords in terms of a nationalist
tyrade that completely estranged him from the ddéfo

It was, however, not Krapelin, but Ernst Rudimaeial hygienist and since 1909
the chief-doctor @berarz} of the clinic’>° who was in charge of Toller's examination.

Possibly the genetic psychiatrist Eugen Kahn (1B873), the author of a later notorious

746 Karl-Alexander von MiillerMars und Venus — Erinnerungen, 1914-19$8uttgart, 1954) 128-9,
taken from: Eric J. Engstrom, “Emil Krapelin: Psiatiy and Public Affairs in Wilhelmine Germany”
in: History of Psychiatry2 (1991) 125.

47 0On this, see: TollelGW, 1V, 107; GeyerVerkehrte Wet32; Krépelin,Lebenserinnerungerl92;
Weber,Ridin 85-86; Engstrom, “Krapelin” irHistory of Psychiatry111-132.

48 |_erner,Hysterical Men 200.

3 Toller, GW, IV, 107; on the blurring of politics and treatmesee: LernerHysterical Men 40-1, 87,
162, chapter 7, 193-222, esp. 193-194. Toller edsalls his encounter with the third born dauglater
Krapelin, Ina Krapelin, as a nurse in her fathefisic, who equally exposed nationalist ideas. Timat
daughter was Ina Krapelin — Toller only writes “dater” — is evident from her father's memoirs:
Krépelin, Lebenserinnerungeri86-187, here 187. Another daughter, Eva, worl@das a nurse in the
clinic but rather dealt with a section that offesgghce for sewing-practices for women at servicthef
army.

0 Krapelin,Lebenserinnerunger,71; HkM (ed) Adresbuch{1917); WeberRiidin 80.
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(and politically coloured) psychological report doller,”* also participated in the
investigation. On 12 August, two weeks after Tddlerelease on 25 July, Rudin
presented his report in which he came to the cemmiuhat Toller was a degenerate and
generically diseased personality with all signs tfiysterical Psychopath”, although the
concept of a “psychosis” itself seemed not appaterio him>* The political prejudice
implicit in that diagnosis was obvious. Althougheooould detect some honesty and
sincerity in his drive for political action, Rudimrote, Toller was also an “unrealistic,
self-willed, fantasizing and unpractical “ideolagidiumanity-happymaker”, who took
imagined realities for real as a result of his ‘fegercited, excentric nature”. The
conflicts of his “purely ideological world view whitthe real proportions”, thus Rudin,
reflected the inner contradictions of his per§8ms Matthias Weber has shown, Riidin
gave in Toller's case an obvious double meanirth®fpsychopathy’-concept which he
ascribed to inheritance and degeneration, on teehand, and which he placed outside
the usual illness-qualities of other psychotic utisances, on the oth&* The latter
meant that legal persecution was possible, which exactly what Rudin had in mind.
Toller's reaction to the report is not known, b may well have seen it as a
confirmation of his ideas about Krapelin.

Rudin’s advice notwithstanding, the army decidezldrop the charge against the
strikers shortly there after. At the same time diolas definitively dismissed from the
army for “heart- and nerve-disorder” in Septemi2t8>> Out of the blue, Toller was

thus free/>®

Meanwhile, the war had reached its final stages. Garmans were no longer capable of
taking the initiative. In order to break the hastines, Ludendorff had started a final
offensive (the so called: “peace offensive”), lutailed at Reims. The army suffered

from a bad food supply, logistical problems in tBplacements of troops, and there was

51 Eugen Kahn, “Psychopathen als revolutionére FtilinerZeitschrift fiir die gesamte Neurologie

und Psychiatrie, Band 541919) 90-106; Ibid., “Psychopathie und Revolutidn: Munchener

Medizinische Wochenschrifié (1919) 968-969.

;:z BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1Bsychiatrisches Gutachten iiber Toller, 12.8.1919.
Ibid.

54 Weber,Ruidin 89-90. How much Riidin was subject to politicahims was clearly shown by his role

in the psychological report of Anton Graf von Aof Valley (1897-1945), the murderer of Kurt Eisimer

February 1919, who was not diagnosed by Riidin od&11919 as mentally ill, but as “only an immature

character that neighed to impulsive actions”, ¥éeber,Ridin 91.

55 StA Munich, Staatsanwalt, Nr 224Rrotokoll der Vernehmung vor dem Staatsanwalt ah919,

printed in; ViesellLiteraten an der Wand61.

®Toller records that he left for Berlin upon releabsut there is no prove for this, see: Tol@W, IV,
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a worrying shortage of munition. Now the allies &e@ tough counter-offensive in the
area of the rivers Aisne and Marne. In July theyught heavy damage to the Germans,
and the Americans, having already more than aanilBoldiers in Europe, began to
record their first successes as well. In AugusiBlibe allies opened an attack that took
the Germans by complete surprise — holes emergtwiGerman defense system, and
the allies were able to break through the westemt fines. In September and October
new, heavy attacks followed, among others in Artetsich forced the Germans to leave
their positions. Trust in the military command wdnamong German soldiers —
desertion and refusal of service mushroomed. InBhst the situation also became
hopeless, as the allies had been able to crackpte®ber the lines of Germany'’s ally,
Bulgaria, and marched into Serbia, which had be®feuicentral control since 1915.
Now Germany was also threatened from the south-&ast Bulgarians arranged an
armistice with the allies, which was shortly afigtowed by Turkey (since 1915 an ally
of Germany). That same month the Austrians inforr@edmany that they had started
diplomatic talks with the allies as wef’

In this context Ludendorff was forced to arrangeaamistice. As the American
president Wilson had made clear that he only watategal with a ‘democratic’ German
government, he decided to create a new governmeéith favoured democracy. It was
composed of the SPD, the (Catholic) Centre Partiythe Liberal Progressive Party, a
continuation of the coalition which had signed Beace Resolution in July 1917 (see
chapter 6). The new Reich Chancellor was Prince MaxBaden, a liberal democrat
who decided for an armistice on 3 October. The naves armistice struck the German
population like a bomb: having been seduced byGaeman propaganda for years, it
was not prepared for this sudden recognition ofatefUnder pressure of the long and
disappointing development of the war, the massgs bf human lives, and the poor
food supplies, social tensions had mounted andohfdpartially been released during
strikes and protest actions. Afraid that the mifiteommand would use the armistance
for a new attack, Wilson’s response to this Gerroffer was reserved, with the
consequence that peace negotiations were delayedeasions among the Germans
increased. The new government was unable to cotlrgse growing social tensions and

political unrest>®

107
" Craig,Germany, 1866-194353, 395.
%8 |bid., 398.
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On 25 October Admiral Reinhard Scheer, the Commrand the Navy, and
Captain Magnus von Levetzow launched the propdsallevée en massiat would
mobilize all means to mount a last stand agairesBttitish Navy. It received support in
various circle of the German Navy and politics, ibwvas rejected by a majority of the
parliament. It created tension between politics #me army, and finally led to the
replacement of Ludendorff by the moderate Generdhalvh Groener (1867-1939).
Among theBildungsburgertunbehmel called upon the nation to gain strengthuamiz,
but he was opposed by the sculptress Kathe Koll@867-1945), who cried that that
there had been enough dying and relied “on somgoeeger (ed: Goethe) who said:
‘Seedcorn ought not to be groun@® In Berlin Walther Rathenau took the initiative to
organise meetings of citizens and students to grefgainst the naval call. Toller, who
had come to Berlin in October, used that initiatie unite and re-organise his
HeidelbergeBundto have it protest against the planned action mdtinal defencé”®
At a meeting of the parliamentary delegate HeirfeD)s moreover, whom he had met
earlier that year, he spoke against this actiamtibnal defence as wéft’ It is not clear
though, what was said. Similarly, we do not knowchlhmembers of thBundwere on
Toller’s side.

Toller left Berlin shortly after that speech amdurned to his mother, who had
moved during the war from Samotschin to LandsbAf¢pethe’®? where Toller's sister
had lived since 1908. He was in bed with fever wieolution broke out. In reaction to
the news of théevée en massaailors in Kiel began to mutiny. Officers trieal tke
control of the movement, but it soon radicalised #men sailors took control of the
town. After Russian example, they created a sailosncil (Ra), which emerged
spontaneously and which were not structurally amgah and demanded the resignation
of the Kaiser and a direct end to war. Within datyger towns followed: Wilhelmshaven,
Hamburg, Braunschweig, Hannover and other nortfamman towns, after which the
movement went inland, to the south, where it redddenich on 7 November. In all

these towns revolutionary councils mushroomed, Inmclv soldiers, workers, peasants

9 Kathe Kollwitz, quoted from Schultd/erkehrte Welt des Kriege$45: on Dehmel and Kollwitz,
see also: Mommsemjirgerliche Kultur und Kinstlerische Avantgardg'3; Linse, “Saatfriichte sollen
nicht vermahlen werden!* in: Vondung (etxiegserlebnis262-274.

" Toller,GW, IV, 112.

51 protokolin: Toller, GW, IV, 241.

2 Toller's mother moved to the GoethestralRe 4 indsherg at the Warthe in either 1917 or 1918 and
thus not, as Carel ter Haar once wrote, after traldof her husband, see: Ter Haar, ‘Biographischer
Uberblick’ in: Hermand (ed.)Zu Ernst Toller 11; on the adress of the mother, see: AdK Berlin,
Hauptmann-Archivel.etter from Ernst Toller to Carl Hauptmann, 24.1918
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and sailors united in their struggle against the aval Wilhelm Il. Having been released
from prison on 14 Octobéf? Eisner was able to turn a massive demonstratid® 600
workers into a revolutionary movement in Munich,iethsoon took hold of the city.
With a cigar box under his arms King Ludwig Il bfittelsbach (1845-1921) fled from
Bavaria, while revolutionary councils filled up thewer vacuun® On 9 November,
then, the revolution also entered Berlin — anximu®restall the proclamation of a soviet
republic by the radical Communists under the lesldprof Karl Liebknecht, Phillip
Scheidemann (SPD) called for the abdication of @ihll. Although Ebert had hoped
to prevent this situation in reality, the Kaiseedfito the Netherlands, and Germany
became a republic under Ebert’s Social-Democrasidership.

Toller records that he heard the news of the tewwi from his sister, who
came to her mother's home. In his autobiographglbe writes that he left for Berlin
on the day after the revolution, and then went tanih, as Eisner had asked him to
come, but this was not the case. In 1919 Tolleedtdhat he send Eisner a telegram with
the question whether he could be of use, wheredfeerconcluded that he was
“welcome”/®° Eisner's answer is unfortunately unknown. Thougiwias open to youth,
Bernard Grau has shown that he was not waiting/doith to take a leading political
role.”®

In reality, then, Toller left for Munich onlgfter 24 November, more than two
weeks after its outbreak (1§ Up to that time he was in Landsberg. It seemskelyi
that this was due to his fever from 9 November.riey have wavered over Eisner’s
reaction, but possibly even more over the coursevehts. Perhaps he was cautious
about embracing this sudden apocalypse, as he @& embraced another too soon.
Perhaps he preferred the safety of his mother'sehbefore sliding down into the
turmoil of the age and dedicating himself to theher construction of a new world

through the Munich revolution.

%3 Wiesemann, ‘Eisner’ in: Bosl e.a. (e@ayern im Umbruch403; FishmenProphets 31; Graf,Wir

sind Gefangene312-3.

% Geyer Verkehrte We|t54-6.

%5 protokollin: Toller, GW, IV, 240; Carel ter Haar already pointed to Tdfi¢self-stylation” in 1980,
see: Ter Haar, ‘Biographischer Uberblick’ in: Hermdged.),Zu Ernst Tolley 11.

% Grau, “Kurt Eisner und sein Verhaltnis zur Jugeimd’Neuhaus/Selbmann/Unger (ed39ller und

die Weimarer Republjl56.

57 On 24 November 1918 Toller sent a letter to Caliptmann from the address in Landsberg a/Warthe,
so that he must have left for Munich omlfter that date, see: AdK Berlin, Hauptmann-Architefter
from Ernst Toller to Carl Hauptmann, 24.10.1918
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Conclusion

Toller’s role in the Bavarian revolution and theu@oil Republic has been the subject of
many studies. There are good studies at hand,uglthanquestionably much can be
done still. If we pursue the approach | have umdtert in this study, many other
questions may arise: first of all, where did Toleove during these events? Who were
his friends and contacts? What was the place déstigroups in this? And what was the
role of theBund?’®® Too often Toller’s revolutionary events in Muniate seen from the
perspective of politics alone, although a socidtral approach — which should also
include an interest in politics — would be ableattdress these questions. Too often,
moreover, Toller is seen only in relation to Eisdering the revolution, but he remained
close to Landauer at this time as well, both ieliattual and socio-political terms. This
is shown not only by the character of his idealidmi also by Toller's strong
commitment to the revolutionary councils and hisxomon position with Landauer (and
Mihsam) in a council-organisation which in many sa@pposed the political system
that was led by Eisner. In this context other qaastshould be: what was the relation of
the Bundto the council?® And: in what way, or to what extent, did the rextmnary
practice actually change Toller’'s social utopiaridmwhat way did his idealism take on
in a truly political frame?

Such questions might pose an introduction to nesgaieh, but cannot be the
aim of this study. All that | intended to offer tinis study was a new contribution to the
understanding of Toller’s early life and thoughdnfr 1893 to 1918. In so doing, | have
paid central attention to the description and asiglgf Toller's personal and intellectual
development, and in close relation to and interddgece with the larger socio-cultural
context.

In writing this study | could dwell on a whole stbiouse of literature by scholars
of Toller. As | also wrote in the introduction, arfation about his youth is present, but
inconcise and fragmentary. This study, though aabdensive in terms of its number of

8 In all these questions one can think of the netwaround Netty Katzenstein'8und fiir
Sozialistische Fraugrwhich included Sophie Steinbach, but also Audnbac

%It can be argued that the ideal of Biendwas later expressed through the ideal ofRhe Historians
have often interpreted the councils from a polit{teot seldom Marxist) point of view, but it woulak
interesting to see the birth of tRatin a romantic context as well: that is, as a ceuBemeinschaff the
state, organised on corporative and organic piiegip
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pages, is the fruit of intensive research to getut knowledge about Toller's early life
in place. In so doing, it presents a more concigsermlogy of that life, and corrects
many mistakes in previous work on Toller. | alsteexs existing knowledge with new
facts and material: at times it contradicts eadssumptions about Toller’s early life, but
it also complements them. | have focussed partigutea Toller’s social contacts during
his early life to understand not merely where hevedp but also whether it was in
isolation or community.

Stress on the psycho-social dimension has paid attaetion to the interplay of
character and socio-cultural setting. A sensitieespn, Toller suffered from injuries and
discrimination since his early childhood, but thias not — as is often believed in
research on Toller — a consequence of the experighngewish identity alod&” true, in
a traditional Jewish and anti-Semitic environmeswidh identity was unquestionably
intensely experienced, but Toller was equally $emesio impulses from a whole variety
of other “sources” (Toller), including literatuf€. In this context we detect the
sensitivity of a specific character that was sthprsimulated by outer impulses — it is
this which made him susceptible to the unpleasant sadtaral setting of which he was
part/? It is also this which led to his particular mapaéoccupation with the place of the
self in the larger whole. Though he experienced3bd of this early world in terms of
anxiety and fear, he was desperately in need ferwaluation of the Godly essence to
still his moral restlessness.

Toller was a loner, but lamented his lonelinesghat very same time. The
internal ‘contradiction’ of a character which sotghclusion, on the one hand, and
isolation, on the other, shows that Toller's comaidanging were a spiritual rather than
a social creed, even though it had clear socialicatpns and an obvious link to the
social world. Toller's wish for community shows regsive and progressive tendencies,
conservative and utopian ones. Twisted betweemésel for protection, on the one
hand, and for recognition, on the other, it alsowstd a double wish for a vertical
connection in terms of the mother-child bond (gbeledence and authority) and that for

" Hempel/Mueller, as | also wrote in the introduntigoint to the need to transcend the place of
Jewish identity alone, but they also relate To#lesensitivity for “offences and discriminations” ttee
experience of that idenity, which is too narrowr xample, in war Toller suffered equally from
Wiegel's “offences and discriminations”, though réhds no prove that this was related to jewish
identity, see: Hempel-Kuter/Muller, “Toller” initeratur, Politik und soziale Prozessg2.

" See chapter 2 of this study.

"2 Ernst Niekisch, a friend of Toller who shared # with Toller in prison after his arrest on behaff

the Munich adventure in 1919, also writes that 8olvas very senstive for impulses of the external
world, see: Ernst Niekiscligewagtes Leben: Begegnungen und Begehnisdeme | (Cologne, 1958).
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a horizontal connection in terms of a fraternald¢f equality). These tensions, which
correspond to the psycho-religious mood that uagiefloller’s ‘messianism’, sound a
consistent refrain through Toller's early life. itas only in the mystical concept of
humanity that Toller found a harmonisation of thepposing tendencies. This concept
replaced the ‘old’ God-concept — if Toller had berable to find the “dear God” in the
mezuzahhe found Him in humanity. Crucial in that ‘awakegi was the traumatic war
experience, accelerating Toller's psycho-moral rigsdation, and necessitating rebirth.
Landauer’s philosophy responded to that need, whigtlains to a great extent the
crucial importance of that work.

The intellectual context of this study was thaanfanti-materialist romanticism,
where the concepts of community, youth and rebwthe central. Since his adolescence
Toller read romantic literature, but it was notiludtring the war that he strengthened
his identification with its anti-materialisiVeltanschauungas a consequence of the
profound impact of the reality of war. In this wabrlew the ideas of the Free German
academic youth movement were prominent. BeforevéineToller knew Walther Victor,
who had been present at the Hohe Meil3ner, but #rerao indications that he already
shared conceptions of “youth culture” at that timthe alignment to that ideal we only
find from April 1917 onwards, even though Tolleryrteave identified with that concept
before that time. Essential to a further understandf the romantic need for personal
and cultural rebirth, then, was Kutscher's semimdrere Toller for the first time met
like-minded young students, and thus “friends” {erms of horizontal bonds of
community). It was the war experience which reteatpely created a “generation” in
Munich in 1917°"

The need to bring down the war, which was alwagsedyy connected with the
need for a moral regeneration of humanity, brouigiter in “socialist” circles during
the fall of 1917. Corresponding to a larger termgyemimong social reformist youths, it
opened up the ideal of a bourgeois-cultural “yashialism”, and with interest in the
fate of the proletariat. Toller never understoaldacialism in terms of this concept, but
his Bund was nonetheless a clear expression of the saf@imist ideals of the
academic youth movement in the sense of this Wynetapired concept. Contact with
Eisner, and the coincidental participation in thii&ke movement, first awakened Toller
to the central role of the proletariat. Consciotigsopotential to cultural rebirth, he now
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identified with socialism as a proletarian moveméhbugh always from a bourgeois
perspective and from the central need for a lehgexs youth. In this context Toller
hoped for avolksgemeinschathat would transcend all class barriers throughea
morality.

Toller is often seen as an outsider of Wilhelmind ®eimar Germany, which is
certainly true from the perspective of his solitatiitude and preparedness to act on his
own; during the war he was prepared to fight ferdwn ideals, but this also counts for
his commitment to th&und which seems to have been the sole creation dérTol
himself. Nonetheless, as | have shown, Toller'piaitism was also representative of his
age for its connotation of “youth socialism”, contieg him with the ideas of the
‘Leftwing’ branches of the (free) German academimirigeois youth and of Activist
Expressionism.

This study has repeatedly referred to the neeel#tivize the place of Jewish
identity in Toller’s early life. In their insightfiarticle Christa Hempel-Kiter and Hans-
Harold Mduller already pointed to the complexity awdntradictions of Toller's
relationship to his Jewish identit{# When Toller volunteered, as we have seen, the
(racialist) psychiatrist Rudin wrote that it wasaese Toller “as a Jew” wanted to prove
that he was German; yet Toller also claims thatdre a letter to the Jewish community
in Samotschin during the war to strike him from riegjisters.”> After the Council
Republic, when Toller was in prison, he questionbdther he had done right in sending
that letter, but he does not explain Wh§/Rudin also records in his psychiatric inquiry
of 1918 about Toller: “It was not right to thinkathhis confession had damaged him,
‘e.g. that itdid, but it had left him indifferent”; according totin Toller also had a
“specific conception about the Jewish questionheupreferred not to speak about ft’”

In chapter 2, moreover, we have seen that anti{&emnot only created contempt for,
but also defence of Jewish identity. e WandlungFriedrich, referring to his Jewish
identity, records that he long defended what haadlgt despised. During his early life
Toller largely moved among Jews, largely a mattezanrse in Wilhelmine Germany,

whereas he never displayed specific interest irs Jewtheir Jewishness. What united

3 On generations as a group of people with “shasstiraptions”, see: Alan B. Spitzdfhe French
Generation of 182QPrinceton, New Jersey, 1987); WoBkneration of 1914

" Hempel-Kiter/Mdiller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozess@&1.

5 Toller, GW, IV, 227; The letter does not exist anymore (amgstthere is no prove that he actually
wrote that letter).

7 |bid.

" BA Dahlwitz-Hoppegarten, ORA/RG, C24/1Bsychiatrisches Gutachten iiber Ernst Taller
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Toller with Jews in Munich and Heidelberg was a ahalisorientation, largely caused
by the reality of war, which was related to thelpem of religion, but with Jewish
identity as such it had little to do.

In the light of this lack of clarity about Tollertelation to Jewish identity, then,
Hempel-Kiter and Miuller certainly make a point kpeessing their doubt about the
validity of the many attempts by scholars of Tolierunderstand his later socialism as
the fruit of his Jewish identit{/? In fact, Toller's socialism envisioned the ide&lam
utopian reality in which he found a place as a hutm@ing, and not (merely as) a Jew
— it was the ideal of &emeinschafbeyond anxiety and loneliness, where hatred and
suffering were replaced by love and recognitiGht was, in other words, an answer to
his psycho-social disorientation.

Questions that remain are the following: what @elgt was Toller’s relation to
Judaism? Was he open to Christianity? Is it pasgibltrace back his idealism to a
specific Jewish or Christian ethif2 And what was his relation to the ideas of Stefan
George?!

These are only a few of the questions that may dram a study on Toller’s

early life. It is up to somebody else to answenthe

"8 Hempel-Kuter/Mdller, “Toller” in:Literatur, Politik und soziale Prozessg2.

" See the quote from Tollerldinkemann see: Introduction of this study, page 9.

80 Adam M. Weisberger, for example, refers to thespree of a Jewish ethic in Toller's work,
although to my opinion to a rather unsatisfying andgestive extent, see: Adam M. Weisbergée
Jewish ethic and the spirit of socialigdew York, 1997).

8L As | suggested, Roth seems to display influenc8exrge. Toller was apparentlky especially close
to him in Munich in 1917, whereas the poem “Der ge&inde” somehow also reminds of George's
“Stern der Biinde”. | was pointed to this by Jantéathough | was unable to trace actual influemce t
further outwork this.
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