MAX WEBER PROGRAMME

EUI Working Papers

MWP 2009/28
MAX WEBER PROGRAMME

COLLABORATORS AND PARVENUS? FATE AND FORTUNE OF
LOYAL NOBLEMEN DURING THE DUTCH REVOLT

Violet Soen






EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE, FLORENCE
MAX WEBER PROGRAMME

Collaborators and Parvenus?
Fate and Fortune of Loyal Noblemen during the Dutch Revolt

VIOLET SOEN

EUI Working PaperM WP 2009/2¢



This text may be downloaded for personal reseanicpbgses only. Any additional reproduction for
other purposes, whether in hard copy or electrdgja@quires the consent of the author(s), edsjor(
If cited or quoted, reference should be made tduti@ame of the author(s), editor(s), the titkee
working paper or other series, the year, and tidigher.

The author(s)/editor(s) should inform the Max WeBssgramme of the EUI if the paper is to be
published elsewhere, and should also assume rabjlionor any consequent obligation(s).

ISSN 1830-7728

© 2009 Violet Soen

Printed in Italy
European University Institute
Badia Fiesolana
| — 50014 San Domenico di Fiesole (FI)
Italy
www.eui.eu
cadmus.eui.eu



Abstract

This working paper addresses the limits of Habskpatgonage during the Dutch Revolt,
which became clear not only through the rebelliérPaonce William of Orange, but also
through the opposition of noblemen remaining lojtabroceeds by a juxtaposition of two loyal
noblemen of the lower nobility, Charles Count ofrlBgmont (1510-1578) and Philip of Sainte-
Aldegonde, Baron of Noircarmes (?-1574), both ofomwhare portrayed as ‘parvenus’ and
‘collaborators’ in traditional (Dutch) historiograp. Their decision to remain loyal was however
rational, religious and emotional at the same tirather than the mere selfish behaviour of
parvenus. Neverthelessetboth were competing for the same Habsburg pagemesources and
therefore chose different patrons and brokersadthbsburg Court. Berlaymont and Noircarmes still
adopted different strategies during the Dutch Rewdlich changed opportunities for patronage.
Despite their antagonism and their different patrderlaymont and Noircarmes shared quite similar
ideas on a desirable approach for the pacificaitfdhe Netherlands: a military intervention was eind
some circumstances necessary, but only if accoradaly reconciliatory measures. In this way,
notwithstanding their portrayal as collaboratotsgyt belonged to the ‘loyal opposition’ and even
cooperated to express their disagreement with Hagolicies. So recipients @fatronage in the
Netherlands became powerful bargainers, able tothair criticisms towards Habsburg
policies.
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I ntroduction

In scholarship on the Dutch Revolt, there has asMagen much interest in the fortune of William
Prince of Orange (1533-1584). This occurred foriobs reasons: the Prince was not only one of the
first to rebel against Philip Il King of Spain blaé was also the leader of the uprising thanks o hi
prestige and wealthAs the Dutch Revolt ultimately gave birth to thatEh Republic and its Golden
Age, the victories and achievements of the Priric@range still form part of the myth of the origif
The Netherland$.The interest in the rebellious Prince of Orangk leowever, to a neglect of those
noblemen who remained faithful to their lord PhilipEven if these loyal noblemen did what they
were supposed to do, they did not receive a goesispn (Dutch) historiography: over and over again
they were regarded as collaborators with the Shantso had committed treason against the Dutch
nation, acting as egoistic parvenus in their sedochroyal patronage. The fate of the Count of
Rennenberg serves as a clear example: in 1580doaaited with Philip Il after nine months of
negotiations, but from then on his reconciliatiomswramed as a ‘treason’ for money and titles and f
his Catholic beliefs.

Just as Sharon Kettering's influential studyRatronage and Politics during the Fronddis
working paper questions the common link made betwmsronage and political beliefs during the
Dutch Revolt It proceeds by a juxtaposition of two of the osizad loyal noblemen, Charles Count
of Berlaymont (1510-1578) and Philip of Sainte-Ajdade, Baron of Noircarmes (?-1574). The pair
had a parallel profile and status: neither werenhigh born nobility, but disposed of considerable
properties and revenues in the border provincels Ritince. Equally, both noblemen were on their
way to consolidating their upward social mobility bbtaining a provincial governorship. Beyond
their similar social status, they share in an oldationalist and romantic historiography (and still
unfortunately in the popular imaginatiyna reputation as collaborators and parvenus)egswere the
only Dutch nobles appointed in the Council of Tresh the exceptional tribunal led by the Duke of
Alba to punish rebels and heretics in the Low Coest This compromised them not only as
participants in the general repression, but alsgeaponsible for the execution of the Counts of
Egmont and Hornes and the conviction of the Priafo®range, all their social superidrin addition,
Charles of Berlaymont was alleged to have callednibble insurgents ‘nothing more than beggars’,
after which they turned that insult into an honbyr adopting it as the name for their opposition
movement. Early on Louis-Prosper Gachard, firshigist of the Belgian state archives, pointed out

1 K. Swart,William of Orange and the Revolt of the Netherlarids/2-1584(St Andrews Studies in Reformation History),
Ashgate, 2003 and of the same author: ‘Wat bewod{eW van Oranje de strijd tegen de Spaanse ovesimgpaan te
binden?’,Bijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de Geschiediem Nederlande®9 (1984), 554-572. A summary on the
position of the nobility during the Dutch Revolt: Man Nierop, ‘The Nobility and the Revolt of the Netlands: between
Church and King, and Protestantism and PrivilegesPi Benedict, G. Marnef, H. Van Nierop and M. feh&eformation,
Revolt and Civil War in France and the Netherlan853-1585 Amsterdam, 1999, 83-98.

2 See in this respect the interesting contributitm$l. F. K. Van Nierop, G. Janssens, M. Fernandeardz e.a. (red.),
Guillermo de Orange. De capitan de rebeldes a PRtdriae (Fundacion Carlos de Amberes), Madrid, 1998.

3 V. Soen, ‘De verzoening van Rennenberg (1579-158dgllijke beweegredenen tijdens de Opstand andekeken’,
Tijdschrift voor Geschiedeni{gorthcoming 2009/3).

4 S, Kettering, ‘Patronage and Politics during threnile’, French Historical Studied4 (1986) 409-441. For the related
historiography: E. Haddad, ‘Noble Clientéles in Fmrin the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries: Aokfigraphical
Approach’,French History20 (2006) 75-109.

® See for example following webpages: http://nl.ywédia.org/wiki/Karel_van_Berlaymont;
http://www.engelfriet.net/Alie/Aad/raad.htm (acoed2009-05-27).

 A. Algra and H. AlgraPispereert niet. Twintig eeuwen historie van de Nedetén. Deel 1Uitgeverij T. Wever, Franeker
1978 (eight edition, first 1956), 322; for a reagipal of the work of the Council of Troubles andiitgernal functioning: J.
Versele, Louis del Rio (1537-1578), Réflets d’'une périodmtttée (Editions de I'Université de Bruxelles, Faculté de
Philosophie et Lettres, Histoire 111), Brussels, 200
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that this story was a myth, yet it is still foundrmany accounts of the Dutch RevoNoircarmes was
even further discredited because of his continueg to the military expedition of the Duke of Alba
in the years 1572 and 1573, sacking and plundéhniagities of Mechelen, Zutphen and Naarten.

This microperspective on two loyal noblemen seweB to re-establish the role of mediators
and agency in patronage questions, as recentlyopeapby H. Cools, M. Keblusek and B. Noldes in
Your Humble Servant, Agents in Early Modern Eurapd vigilantly applied by G. Janssen in his
study on the patronage of William Frederick CouhtNassau-Dietz. By examining change and
agency, both works react against the overtly straéist tendencies of the pioneering studies otyear
modern patronage and clientelism of the aforemmaatioSharon Kettering, Robert Harding and
Antoni Maczak. Or, as Janssen puts it, ‘clientags not a matter of fixed relationships, but a psece
of continual adaptation to change and to diffesattial environments’.In this contribution, | will
demonstrate that the flexibility of patron-cliergs and the permeability of patronage clienteled an
political factions were present during the Dutchvéle on the one hand, and within the Spanish-
Habsburg monarchy on the other. | will show thati@anont and Noircarmes were competing for the
same Habsburg patronage resources and thereforge dfiferents patrons and brokers to the
Habsburg Court. In the context of the Revolt, whidanged patronage opportunities, they still
adopted different strategies. Nevertheless, detipiie different patrons and their rivalry, Berlagnt
and Noircarmes maintained a similar political seadaring the Dutch Revolt. Notwithstanding their
portrayal as collaborators in Dutch historiograpthgy belonged to the ‘loyal opposition’ and even
cooperated to express their disagreement with Hmpgimlicies.

Nobles from different clienteles could thus be igreement on political strategy,
acknowledgement of which goes against current tdgitaphy that tends to stress congruency
between clienteles and political factions. Thigdsticularly the case for literature on factionadiat
the Spanish Habsburg Court. José Martinez Mill&dhtas research group identify the power struggle
of factions at the court not only as a fight fotrpaage resources, but also as a crucial disagrgeme
on political and religious values. In this lighhet faction around the Duke of Alba shared a rigid
Salamancan conception of the divine power of theanth, while the Prince of Eboli's faction proved
more open to a constitutionally anchored monaretd/the influence of Alcala and Jesuit spirituality.
In foreign policy, thealbistaswere the hawks, thebolistasthe doves® Paul David Lagomarsino and
lately José Eloy Hortal Mufioz have revealed hovg tlaictionalism also played a major part in
decisions regarding the Netherladtidlotwithstanding the novel insights of this litena, the model
is under pressure when associating Dutch noblds $ftanish factionalisii. Indeed, as Liesbeth
Geevers recently argued in her meticulous stud@@mge, Egmond and Horn, the Spanish Court had
more interest in having Dutch nobles in its sphafrénfluence, than vice versa. Despite the links

" Again H. Van Nierop has put the historiographyttef Beggars into a wider perspective: H.F.K. Vanrdie ‘A Beggars’
Banquet: The Compromise of the Nobility and the Rislibf Inversion’,European History Quarterl@1 (1991), 419-443.
See for example still the classic version in: fittlic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enwiki/11037519 (accesX@@P-05-27).

8 Contextualization of this historiography in: V. SpéMas alla de la leyenda negra? Léon Van derrEgda historiografia
reciente entorno al castigo de las ciudades rebelddos Paisos Bajos (siglos XIV a XVI), in: L. Vdar Essen (ed. G.
Janssenskl ejército espafiol en Flandes 1567-1584iste, 2008, 45-72.

° H. Cools, M. Keblusek and B. Noldegépur Humble Servant. Agents in Early Modern Eurdpiéversum, 2006; G. H.
JanssenPrincely Power in the Dutch Republic: Patronage afddliam Frederick of Nassau (1613-161Manchester/New
York, 2008, citation p. 185 (see my forthcomingiegvin European Review of History).

1% The first major work in this series was: J. MagtirMillan, Instituciones y Elites de Poder en la Monarquiapdisa
durante el Siglo XVIMadrid, 1992; now the thesis is deepened andmeftated in works with the scope of one single tour
J. Martinez Millan and C.J. De Carlos Moralézlipe Il (1527-1598) La configuracion de la monarquia hispana
Valladolid, 1998; J. Martinez Millan e.d.a Corte de Carlos V5 vol., Madrid, 2000 and J. Martinez Millan andAV
Visceglia,Felipe Ill: La Casa del ReyMadrid, 2 vol., 2008.

1 Paul David LagomarsinaCourt factions and the formation of Spanish polisamds the Netherlands (1559-1567
Unedited PhDthesis, University of Cambridge, 1978 &rkE. Hortal MufiozEl manejo de los asuntos de Flandes, 1585-
1598 Unedited PhD thesis, Universidad Autbnoma de hda@004.

12 Especially for the relationship between nobleslipfomats, ‘pacifism’ and court factions: V. SoéNaturales del pais o
Espaignolizé® Agentes de la Corte como negociadores de pantdula guerra de Flandes (1577-1595)": M. Ebben, R.
Fagel and R. VermeiAgentes y ldentidades en movimiento. Espafa y ddseP Bajos, siglos XVI-XVI(forthcoming,
University Press of Cérdoba).
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through patronage and politics, the Dutch ‘grandsesered an independent coutdhis paper
argues that this line of argument also applieshto less obvious case of loyal and not such high
ranking noblemen during the Dutch Revolt.

Two perfect parvenus?

The Berlaymonts were of rather typical landed Haimebility. In the Habsburg border province with
France, the family possessed the fiefs of Berlayniwith the title ofbouteiller héréditaire du comté
de Hainau}, Floyon and Pérulwe?.In 1532, Charles of Berlaymont paid homage to téisitorial
anchorage by marrying Adrienne of Ligne-Barbengtayghter of the leading Hainaut famifyAs in

the case of many others, he acquired honour iM#iesburg-French wars, serving Emperor Charles V
from 1542 onwards, even if that meant that hissfiskre repeatedly sacked by French trdfps.
1553 he achieved an important victory in Longwyeménto French territory. His mother’s relatives,
however, continued in French serviée.

Berlaymont'’s alliance with the Habsburgs was déflgia prudent decision. The Emperor and
his sister Mary of Hungary, his regent in the Ndtrads, rewarded him with an appointed as governor
of Namur, where he possessed some minor propeftigsvernorship meant wealth (out of numerous
emoluments, prerogatives in justice and gift-giviofy cities), power (both towards inferior and
superior levels) and patronage possibilities fopaaptments (even if sharetf).Probably then,
Berlaymont also received the command dfaande d’ordonnancepart of the standing army of the
Habsburgs in the Netherlands. In June 1555, Ch¥fri@so personally entrusted Berlaymont with the
construction of the citadel of Charlemont, necegssarmprotect Namur after the latest French sack of
the Mariembourg fortress.

Berlaymont was also promoted to the supraprovirlesal, that is, to the Brussels conciliar
government designed to govern tl&blande and the newly acquired provinces in the Low
Countries?’ In 1555, Philip 1l appointed him Councilor of Staand one of the Presidents of the
Council of Finance. The election as Knight of thelden Fleece in 1556 symbolically sealed
Berlaymont’'s upward social mobility through his #dty to the Habsburg dynasty. When Philip Il left

13 L. GeeversGevallen vazallen: de integratie van Oranje, EgmemtHorn in the Spaans-Habsburgse monarchie (1559-
1567) Amsterdam, 2008.

1 Nevertheless, two other fiefs of Haultepenne aietdés belonged to the jurisdiction of the prinighbp of Liége, which
also claimed the supreme jurisdiction of their Lnkeirg fief of Beauraing. Berlaymont and Pérulweztaday in France, in
the region Nord-Pas-de-Calais; Pérulwez is in Belgilikewise Haultepenne is in the Belgian Ardenneigrges in the
French Ardennes.

15 A modern biography of Berlaymont is still lackingere are biographical entries by A.J. van der ‘Baslaymont’,
Biographisch Woordenboek der Nederlanden Il, Haarle863, 131-132, and by Général Guillaume, ‘Berlayti@harles,
Comte de)’, Biographie Nationale Il, Brussels, 18680-254. See additional notes by Anton van der L@&erlaymont,
Charles, graaf van’ on the website Dutch Revolt of e th University of Leiden:
http://dutchrevolt.leidenuniv.nl/Nederlands/deféatin. The biographical data presented here arecrakschecked and
updated with my own research.

18 French troops had sacked respectively Pérulweza@aont and Beauraing in 1478, 1543 and 1554.

17 Michel de Berlaymont and Marie de Barrault met wisbe was serving as lady-in-waiting to Louise d’&lbr_ady of
Avesnes and wife of Charles of Croy, first prince Gifiimay. Nobiliaire universel de Franceu Recueilgénéral des
genéalogies historiques des maisons nobles de ce rogdanis, 1820, vol. |, 407-409.

18 There has been discussion whether the provindiakmorship proved an effective source of patronagev/an Nierop,
‘Willem van Oranje als hoog edelman: patronagedrdbsburgse NederlandeBijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de
Geschiedenis der Nederlandéa (1984), 651-676 against the older opinion afilFRosenfeld,The provincial governors
from the minority of Charles V to the Rev(@tanden en Landen 17), Louvain, 1959. Howeven M&rop’s position has
also been reassessed by M.-A. Deldat hof van Willem van Oranj@msterdam, 2002. For the gift-giving to proviricia
governors: M. Damen, ‘Corrupt of hoofs gedrag? Geskén en het politieke netwerk van een laat-midaeise Hollandse
stad’, Tijdschrift voor sociale en economische geschiexi@n{2005), 68-94. For example, in 1571 Noircarmeseives
12,000 florins for his service from the city of MOGAEM AVM 1303 f° 184), to compare: he only recesv100 florins a
month for his captainship.

19 For the institutional history of the Brussels’ gowaent: G. Parker and H. de Schepper, ‘The FormaifoGovernment
Policy in the Catholic Netherlands under ‘The Arckelsi, 1596-1621'The English Historical Revie@l (1976), 241-254,
241-245.
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in 1559 for Spain, Berlaymont became a permanevisadto the new governor-general Margaret of
Parma, half-sister to the King. He did so togethih Antoine Perrenot, soon to become Cardinal
Granvelle, senior bureaucrat and servant of thesbladg dynasty, and the renowned jurist Viglius,
President of the Council of State and the Privy r@@du So, Berlaymont could easily become a
creature of Granvelle, the most powerful brokethef Habsburg monarch.It has also long been
debated whether Granvelle, Viglius and Berlaymantnied aconsulta a secret privileged council
commissioned and trusted by Philip Il, or a spoatars synergy of men permanently present at the
Brussels Court! In any case, when Berlaymont’s letters arrivedViadrid they were immediately
translated into Castilian and scrupulously anndtatethe King?> The Count of Hornes complained in
1561 that the ‘parvenu’ Berlaymont was more hondthan himself?

By 1566, Berlaymont had thus been successful imioinig the offices that the Dukes of
Burgundy had used for creating a new nobility ieithservice: their splendid court, the advisory
councils, thebandes d’ordonnangéehe provincial government and above all, the ©add¢he Golden
Fleece. Hans Cools has accurately described howebet 1470 and 1530 the distribution of and
competition for these offices — he even speaks raible institutions’ — created a kind of
supraprovincial open elite in the Burgundian-Habghiow Countrie$* The open character of this
governmental elite exposed newcomers to the labgavenu; yet as will become clear, Berlaymont
himself would not hesitate to use the term forrivial newcomer Noircarmes.

Even if Berlaymont and Noircarmes were both bormander provinces, they had different
territorial backgrounds. Berlaymont originated frdine provincial landed elite, but Philip of Sainte-
Aldegonde, baron of Noircarnfésfrom a rich city patriciate which became nobifityDuring the
fourteenth- and fifteenth-centuries, the Sainteefjlghde family had assumed a thriving role in Saint-
Omer, second city of Artois, as successful merchasity mayors anéchevinsand as patrons of the
Church of Sainte-Aldegonde and th@pital du Soleif’ The family property consisted mainly of
lands within or closely outside the city walls, they acquired consecutively the fief of Nortkelmes
(soon to be named Noircarmes, today Quelmes), WidgBenech, Selles and Avelin. During his life,
Philippe of Sainte-Aldegonde, lord of Noircarmelsoaobtained the fief of Maingoval (now Main)
through his marriage to Bonne de Lannoy. He botlgatcounty of Herties and the lordship de la
Bassée, under the jurisdiction of the French Kihgugh he did however hope to change these for
other lands within the Habsburg territGfy.

The Noircarmes family was more present at couashtin war. Noircarmes senior was a
chamberlain andommelier de corpsf Charles V and introduced his son to the impartaurt. In

20 H.G. Koenigsberger, ‘Patronage, clientage and<lit the politics of Philip I, Cardinal Granvetied William of Orange’
in: A. Maczak,Klientelsysteme im Europa der Friihen Neyzkitinchen, 1988, 127-148. M. Rodriguez-SalgadongKi
Bishop, Pawn? Philip Il and Granvelle in the 15508 4560s’, in: K. de Jonge and G. Jansskes,Granvelle et les anciens
Pays-Bas, Liber doctori Mauricio Van Durme dedicf{Bymbolae, Facultatis Literrarum Lovaniensis, eerB 17),
Louvain, 2000, 105-134.

21| ast position is of: M. Baeld®e collaterale raden onder Karel V en Filips Il (163578) Bijdrage tot de geschiedenis
van de centrale instellingen in de zestiende e@&russels, 1965, 76-79.

22 Berlaymont to Philip I, 29/08/1566: Archivo Genkere Simancas, Secretaria de Estado [henceforth E{3S30
(original, Spanish translation and annotation$hefKing).

% GeeversGevallen vazaller97.

24 H. Cools,Mannen met Macht, Mannen met macht. EdelliedeneesMdderne Staat in de Bourgondisch-Habsburgse
landen (1475-1530)rurnhout, 2001, chpt. 11, 30-48.

% Equally, a modern biography is still lacking: she biographical entry by H. Dyserinck, ‘Noircarm&hilippe’, Nieuw
Nederlandsch Biografisch Woordenboek der Nederlantleirden, 1913, Ill, 917-918, E. De Borchgrave, ‘idarmes,
Philippe de Sainte-Aldegonde, seigneur @&graphie NationaleXV, Brussel, 1899, 784-789. There is a biograpphydsé
Eloy Hortal Mufioz forthcoming in thBiccionario Biografico Nacional de Espafiihe biographical data presented here are
all crosschecked and updated with my own rese@tter orthography: Norkermes, Norkermen, Norkamen.

% See F. Buylaert, ‘Edelen in de Vlaamse stedelijgmenleving. Een kwantitatieve benadering van de efan het
laatmiddeleeuwse en vroegmoderne Bruggidischrift voor Sociale en Economische Geschiexie2007) 29-56.

2" H. de Laplane, ‘Les mayeurs de Saint-Omers, d&fe archives et divers manuscrits inédisinales de la Société des
Antiquaire de la Morinig2 (1857), 831-856.

28 That was at least his account to the Duke of A#f#12/1571: Archivo de los Duques de Alba, PalatgdLiria, Madrid
[henceforth ADA] Caja 46 n° 34-74.
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1547 Philippe de Sainte-Aldegonde was one of theteen chamberlains accompanying the Emperor
to Augsburg?® His younger brother Jean, Lord of Selles was a beenof thearchers du corps
becoming at the end of 1557 lieutenant-captairhisf Flemish Guard’ of Philip Il and from 1559
onwards serving him at the Spanish C8Uharles V and Philip Il predestined the Noircarnimsth
father and son, for local careers as their bailiffl captain of Saint Omer, rather than bestowirapup
them offices at the provincial or supra-provind&alel as they did with Berlaymont. These functions
put the Noircarmes in a totally different positimntheir family predecessors who had been magors
échevin®f the city*

Strikingly, it was not the patronage of the Habgsubut that of the Dutch great nobles that
assured Noircarmes a provincial governorship. Noluided in the Brussels councils, it was easy for
him to join the protest of Orange, Egmond and Hagainst Granvelle, sharing their demand for a
States-General to solve the country’s remainingplpras. The grandees quickly but in the end
vainly — supported his candidature for the Couatibtate® Berlaymont mocked that Noircarmes was
but a ‘fifth wheel’ in his attempt to belong to thdagnates’ Movement. Nevertheless, it was
precisely Noircarmes’ allegiance to the malcongmaindees that led to his promotion to the rank of
provincial governor. First he replaced Montigny,rhkes’s younger brother, who was on a mission to
Spain for the convocation of the Estates of Valemees in June 1566. When the Marquis of Berghes
was to join Montigny, he obtained permission frane tgoverness for Noircarmes to exercise his
Hainaut and Cambrai governorstag interim® If Noircarmes still lacked an official appointment
the Brussels’ government, he could now particifratéie meetings of the Council of State through his
function as Hainaut Grand Bailiff. This appointmeptet Berlaymont even more, who thought teat
jeune hommenly cared about himself. He thought that Philigp€roy, Duke of Aarschot had more
right to this powerful position through his prestigthe Croy family that been omnipresent in
Burgundian politics), rank (the only Duke in thew.&ountries), experience (as Councillor of State
since 1565) and especially his many Hainaut fietsi¢h Noircarmes did not possedsNevertheless,
the governor-general quickly put trust in Noircasnaed rewarded himkzande d’ordonnanc#

The provincial governship was a favour, but sinecure The main concern in the border
provinces was no longer the war with France, betReformation, especially after the outbreak of the
iconoclastic fury in 1566. Berlaymont and Noircasmghared a very traditional religious profile,
hardly threatened by the challenge of the Refoondfi So perhaps the reason for their ongoing

29 3. Martinez MillanLa Corte de Carlos V, los servidores de las CasaseReal. IV, Madrid, 2001, 276.

30y, Soen, ‘Noircarmes (Sainte-Aldegonde), Jan @#fah) van’Nationaal Biografisch Woordenboek8, Brussels, 2007,
699-704 (to replace the often wrong E. De BorchgréNeircarmes, Jean de’, Biographie Nationale, X899, 180-183).
See also: V. Soen, ‘Een vredesgezant worstelt m&atificatie van Gent. De vreemde wendingen varre@llesmissie in de
Nederlanden van Jan van Noircarmes, baron vansS@E77-1580) Bulletin de la Commission Royale d’Histoil&'1
(2005) 135-192.

%1 The bailiff had to secure the rights and privilegé the lord sovereign, therefore often enterirtg conflict with the city
magistrates. Noircarmes senior fought for his pyatwes as captain and the organization of the aéfence, eventually
ending up with a compromise with the existing ggafefom 1554 onwards, Noircamres junior did notlesetny longer for
compromise and organized the city defence as hagtttat convenient for the majesty of his lords.de Lauwereyns de
Roosendaeldistoire d’'une guerre échevinale de 177 ans owbkaslis et les échevins a Saint-Omer de 1500 a 16amt-
Omer, 1867, 36-46.

%2 The appointment was refused by the so-calledrtettem the Segovia Woods in October 1565.

33 Berlaymont to Philip Il, 30/08/1564: AGS E 525 18 @copy) and f° 97 (Spanish translation), cf. sumynia Gachard,
CPhll 1, 314.

34 Documents in Archives Générales du Royaume de Igid@e, Brussels, Papiers d’Etat et d’Audience [leémith, AGR,
PEA] 1721/3, 3/07/1566.

35 Morillon to Granvelle, 22/03/1567: E. Poullet a@th. Piot, Correspondance du cardinal de Granvelle, 1565-1586
(Koninklijke commissie voor geschiedenis. Verzamglivan onuitgegeven Belgische kronieken en van gegéven
documenten betreffende de Geschiedenis van Bel®&}iin, Brussels, 1877-1896 [henceforth Poul®gr] I, 300-310
(LXVI).

% See correspondence between Noricarmes and MamjdParma: AGR PEA 244/2, fol. 16-19.

371n 1554, one of Berlaymont's sons became KnighihefOrder of Malta. Berlaymont consciously refurligtihe chapel in
his castle of Beauraing, Noircarmes continued thteopage for his family chapel in the (now) cathéadraSaint Omer,
where he was also buried when he died.
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allegiance to Philip Il was their deliberate stanoekeeping Catholicism as the only religion witle t
Dutch realms, rather than thgarvenustate. Noircarmes quickly became known as the wiam
successfully besieged Valenciennes (the ‘Dutch Gshén March 1567. He also set upon troops
recruited by the Calvinists in Lannoy, Tournai avidastricht. Later on, he firmly declared that the
King should not even think of permitting two cordems in his realm®. Significantly, in August
1567 Margaret of Parma only sent Berlaymont andddoines to the Luxemburg Thionville as local
nobles to welcome the Duke of Alba and his arfhy.

Changing patter ns of patronage

Changes of governor always presented a critical @embrfor politics and patronage: bonds had to be
renewed or created, the rules of the game re-ésttedl During the Dutch Revolt, the ties surrougdin
change seemed even more precarious. Fernando Aldarg€oledo, fourth Duke of Alba only became
governor-general in October 1567 when Margaretaoifa refused to govern with him as her captain-
general of the freshly arrived 10,000 soldi€rEven if this scenario had been anticipated in 1Spai
for the first time a non-native noble was appoirdsdyovernor of thBurgundian Kreits Before this,
the duty had fallen upon princes of the blood emfporarily) on indigineous nobles. Five years later
it was Alba who refused to share power with thecamed governor Juan de la Cerda, fourth Duke of
Medinaceli and like himGrande de EspafiaMedinaceli eventually retreated in November 1573,
without having had any chance to assume governiesies?? However, one month afterwards, the
Aragonese noble ar@dran Comendador de Castillaon Luis de Requesens managed to take over the
Brussels’ government, yet Alba (and his son) ortgepted after loud protestsSo, within the
timespan of 1567 to 1576, the governor of the N&hds had no royal blood and was not from the
indigeneous nobility?

These three governors became crucial agents idistbution of Habsburg patronage in the
Netherlands. Like his fath®r Philip Il entrusted them with a lot of responkipias his ‘eyes’ in the
field, yet also reserved for himself the final diéan. Because of this, the urgent matter of making
definitive appointments for vacant governorshipbecause of the departure of Orange and the
executions of Egmond, Hornes and his brother Mogtig took a year and a half from 1568 until
1570. Alba also wanted to seize this opportunityetarganize patronage in the Low Countries, just as
he was also looking to reform the government ardgyatem. Generally, he wanted to raise the profile
of the governor, by giving him a larger personalirtoa more impressive personal guard and by
reserving to the governor tveneriasof Brabant, Flanders and Namur. Alva was als@uofir of the
earlier idea of appointing provincial governors fixed terms, rather than for life. Nonetheles® th
King was not keen on the novelties suggested bynhigordomo mayomHe did not agree to a limited

%8 | o que Monsieur de Noircarmes mi Hermano me enceegdecir a su Magestad para la conservacion deektados de
Flandres(sic), s.d. [09/1568]: British Library London [henceforth BLMs. Add. 28.387 fol. 140-141 (autograph), foB8t
139 (copy).

39 H. Kamen, Alva, een biografieAntwerpen/Amsterdam, 2005, 115.

40 G. Janssen®on Fernando Alvarez de Toledo, derde hertog vam Aén de NederlandeBrussel, 1993. W.S. Maltby,
Alba. A biography of Fernando Alvarez de Toledodt®uke of Alba, 1507-158Berkely, 1983, M. Fernandez Alvardz,
Duque de Hierro: Fernando Alvarez de Toledo, lludde de AlbaMadrid, 2007 and above mentioned biography by H.
Kamen.

41 Memoria de los despachos necessarios al Duque plrades 19/03/1567: Instituto Valencia de Don Juan [héorte
IVDJ], Envio 6 cpt. 1, fol. 252-253.

42 R. Fagel,De Hispano-Vlaamse wereld: de contacten tussen Saafén en Nederlanders 1496-15%&rchief- en
bibliotheekwezen in Belgié. Extranummers 52), BrussEd96.

43 A, W. Lovett, ‘A new governor for the Netherlandse appointment of Don Luis de Requesens, comenddéyor de
Castilla’, European Studies Reviel(1971), 89-103 and Ibid., ‘The Governorshipoi Luis de Requesens, 1573-1576: A
Spanish View' European Studies Revie@y(1972), 187-199.

44 3. de Wolf, ‘Burocracia y tiempo como actores empreiceso de decision. La sucesion del Gran Duquall en el
gobierno de los Paises Bajo€yadernos de Historia Moderrz8 (2003), 99-124 and G. Janssens, ‘Juan de laCeedog
van Medina-Celi’ Spieghel Historiae9 (1974), 222-227.

4 D. R. Doyle, ‘The Sinews of Habsburg Governancéhin Sixteenth Century: Mary of Hungary and Politieatronage’,
Sixteenth Century Journ8ll (2000), 349-360.
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time for the provincial governorships, or to theamtion of thevenerias.nstead, in this time of
general disquiet in the Netherlands, he prefeffiechatronage system to remain as it was béfore.

Geoffrey Parker has suggested that the arrivdi@Diuke of Alba brought a new government
style, which he labelled *household governmenttisien making moved from the collateral councils
to thehouseholdand the council of war, briefly Albafamilia.*’ The statement is an exaggeration, not
only because Philip deliberately did not want tarae the system, but also because under Mary of
Hungary and Margaret of Parma household and myilfianctions had also been relevant in decision
making”®® Yet the crucial difference was the presence oft¢iheios which increased the number of
criados paid directly by the Kin§j and decreased the power of the local military camaers. The
informal consejo de guerravhich naturally consisted of courtiers from theki®’'s household and his
personal secretary, decreased the importance @dhbacil of State in policies of war and peacés It
clear that Noircarmes aimed to enter Alb&milia, probably encouraged by his now international
recognition as military commander after the siefjgalenciennes. He quickly managed to get a new
command over 100 men of Walloon light cavafhyoreover, the Duke appointed him elsef de
finances under the presidency of Berlaymont. His closexipndy to Alba left Margaret of Parma
irritated and disappointed.Nevertheless, Noircarmes’ integration into the &akamilia continued
when he became good friends with Alba’s son Dorrigad; by then Noircarmes had mastered the
Spanish language.

Even when acting as a patron and broker, the Dtikdba remained a statesman and did not
particularly favor Noircarmes over Berlaymont. Thiscomes especially clear when he restructured
the provincial governorships, a process also studie José Eloy Hortal Mufioz. The King had
proposed giving the Hainaut governorship to the@®akAarschot, as Noircarmes was often absent in
his province ashef de financedn this situation, Selles tried to have his oldesther appointed as the
Captain of the Royal Guar@Nevertheless, Alba maintained that both tasks wenepatible (Hainaut
was close to Brussels, the finances asked for tmge days work in two), but decided to ask
Noircarmes to withdraw from his finance office isturn for his confirmation as Bailiff. For
Berlaymont, Alba pushed the logic in the oppositedion. Alba judged it incompatible to appoint
Berlaymont as governor of Holland, Zeeland and thréecause he was the head of the tbhets de
finances He eventually appointed Berlaymont goand veneur(Master of the Hunt) of Brabant,
Namur and Flanders, even if he had wanted theseunsror himself* Alba’s strategy oflivide et
impera became also clear when both Berlaymont and Noirearasked for the elevation of their
baronies into counties. Noircarmes tried to barghi would willingly resign as President of the
Council of Finance, if he received the title of @otl Alba however gave negative advice to Philip Il

46 J.E. Hortal Mufioz, ‘La concesién de mercedes srPaises Bajos durante el gobierno del duque de Bébanportancia
del control del gobierno de las ciudades y prowasiin: J. Bravo Lozano (edActas del congreso internacional Espacios
de poder: Cortes, ciudades y villddadrid, 2002, dl. |, 187-215.

4’parker,The Dutch Revalpassim

8 The already mentioned article by Doyle; there éissertation forthcoming on the Household of thenEse family in the
Low Countries by Sebastiaan Derks.

4° Gentilhombres de su Magestad con cargo de asistica;la persona de su Exa.para hazer loque se dermre del
servicio de su Magestad los quales dichos scudosibaser de orc)AGS CMC 2aE 49 s.f.

0100 lances chevaulx leigiers naturelz et subieesgdittspays : AGS, Contaduria Mayor de Cuentas, SegindaaEpoc
[henceforth CMC 2aE] nr 5 s.f. 09/05/1568. Nevertbelét remains striking that Alba directly cheridhae advice of a
member of the League, which in 1563 he considerdmtoutright lese-majesty.

%1 Morillon to Granvelle, 14/07/1567: Poull@Gr lIl, 3-11 (II) and Morillon to Granvelle, 12/10/6%: PoulletCGr IlI, 43-
49 (XIV).

%2 Lo que apunto su Magestad cerca de la consultasigdviernos, vandas, feudos, encomiendas, y otsss de Flandes
en Madrid lunes .19. de septiembre 158%S E 544 f° 99 (copy): ‘lo de St. Omer desseasMde celles para retirarse,
porque si el cargo de los Archeros no se disseh@isuano se les haria muy grave ser teniente destguno’.

%3 Aarschot waduen caballero, pero no para dar gobierree would thus not serve well as Grand Bailiff afitvhut: Alba
to Philip I, 2/02/1570Epistolario del Ill Duque de Alba, Don Fernando &gz de Toled¢ed. Duque de Berwick y Alba),
3 vol., Madrid, 1952 [henceforth EDA] Il 331-3360@4).

%4 Hortal Mufioz El Manejq 192 and 200.

55 Hortal Mufioz El Manejq 31, reference note 37 and Alba to Philip II, B71371: EDA Il, 712 (1406).
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suggesting delay because the weak health of Naiescould soon ‘solve the problethUnder loud
protest, Noircarmes resigned in 1571 chef de financesvithout obtaining any favour in return.
Surprisingly, Alba seemed more disposed to eleBatdéaymont to Count; yet here, the King thought
Noircarmes would take it as a sign of distrust andgested postponing the procedure in relation to
both noblemenr’

Nevertheless, Noircarmes continued cooperatingusikaly with Alba and Don Fadrique,
especially during the renewed military expeditioa$er the Beggars’ Invasion in April 1572.
Whenever at the same place, as in Utrecht in JoiR8,1Noircarmes made sure to reside as close to
Alba as possiblé® It made no difference that the Duke of Medinacelpotential broker to Madrid,
resided in the Netherlands. Noircarmes’ loyalty vagain rewarded: when on 11 October 1573 the
Count of Boussu fell into the hands of the Beggaiba appointed Noircarmes interim governor of
Holland, Zeeland and Utrecht. In this way, Noircasntame to hold the office from which the Prince
of Orange had resigned when he fled to the Holy &orEmpire. For the first time, a nobleman
combined two important governorships that wereavein adjacent to one another. Was it pragmatism
or necessity on the part of a monarchy short ddllopblemen?

Berlaymont was more flexible in his choice of bnskdo the Spanish Habsburg Court,
principally because he could still rely upon GrdleeThis facilitated his relations with both
Medinaceli and Requesens. Medinaceli deliberatblyse to act as a patron and broker towards the
clients of Granvell&® Granvelle also explicitly recommended his creature Medinaceli, as ‘a
governor had to govern with the aid fddmencosin order to gain the hearts and minds of the
subjects?® Upon the request of whom to trust, Granvelle stétat he knew best the ‘elder’ servants,
again recommending his client and old co-counciBerlaymont* When Medinaceli was leaving,
Berlaymont was wise enough to ask him to interviendiim at the Spanish Court. Afterwards, when
writing to him on the situation in the Netherland®e always asked that he and his family be
recommended to the Kirf§.Requesens had been in Italy and was closely linge@ranvelle, first
during his embassy to the Holy See in 1%8id later as viceroy of Milati.Requesens also acted as
broker to Granvelle’s clients. Requesens quicklyagged for the governorships of Noircarmes to go
to Berlaymont’s eldest son Gilles. In less tharearythe fief of Berlaymont was elevated to a county
But again, Berlaymont continued to be flexibleaitetter to Alba, he still presented himself asatdb
servant? So did his son Louis on another occasimrgnoissant la sincere affection quil vous a pleu
monstrer porter a ceulx de nostre maisg@nomising to keep being taes affectionnez servitefit
Later Berlaymont also asked Alba to support higogon Jean as Bishop of Tourffai.

L oyal opposition
Yet did this difference in patronage strategies asply a different political stance during the Diut
Revolt, as the Brussels’ governors have been agsdcwith very opposite factions and policies? By

%6 Alba to Philip Il, 5/09/1571: EDA Il, 724 (1418).

5" Hortal Mufioz,El Manejq 33.

%8 Noircarmes to Alba, 9/11/1573: ADA Caja 46 n° 63.

%9 Morillon to Granvelle, 22/06/157 Papiers d’état du cardinal de Granvelle d’aprés teanuscrits de la Bibliothéque de
BesanconCollection de documents inédits sur I'histoire ffance. Série 1:Histoire politique) (ed. C. Weiggyris, 1841-
1852, 1V, 263 (LXXVIII)

80 Hortal Mufioz,El Manejq 53, in reference to a letter of Granvelle to Medieli, 15/07/1572: IVDJ, envio 47 doc. 31 of
which the original is lost.

61 Granvelle to Medinaceli, 15/08/1572: IVDJ, en8® (cpt. 3) doc. 3.
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64 Berlaymont to Alba, 1/10/1574: ADA Caja 30 n° 53.

8 Louis of Berlaymont to Alba, 16/04/1574: ADA Caja 8128.

6 J.E. Hortal Mufioz, ‘La concesién de mercedes erPlaises Bajos durante el gobierno del duque de Bébanportancia
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and large Alba — as leader of thibistas- stands out as a hawk, while Medinaceli and Rezpngehave
been seen as doves due to their affiliation with eholistas’” The discussion in th€onsejo de
Estadoon 29 October 1566 usually serves to illustrate ithportance of factionalism in the
formulation of the policy towards the Iconocladtiary in the Low Countries. Four of the councillors
present, the prince of Eboli and clients, suggetiatthe King undertake a journey, accompanied by
a small but significant army in order to re-estsiblloyalty and to grant a pardon. The other four,
presided over by Alba, eventually won by urgingdarimpressive military expedition before the King
traveled to the pacified Low Countries. This is afi¢che only cases of a perfect congruency between
factions and opinions, at least so far as this eorxcthe Spanish Court. Dutch nobles hardly fib int
this scheme. As mentioned, Liesbeth Geevers rgcargued that the faction of the Prince of Eboli
(theebolista3 was not able to integrate the three main ariatsdn the Low Countries - the Prince of
Orange, the Count of Egmond and the Count of Hanto-the Spanish-Habsburg Empire. Even if the
ebolistasmaintained a large correspondence, their brokedatj@ot satisfy the patronage aspirations
or the politic expectations of the Dutch grand@es.

The case of Berlaymont also proves that Dutch rmolfie with difficulty into Spanish
factionalism. In the summer and autumn of 1566 |8®enont expressed political opinions which
seemed similar to those of the Ebolista faction. as&ed, for example, for the King to come
immediately, as only his presence would changegigion of the malcontents. After the iconoclastic
fury, he advised the King to wait as long as pdedib start a military response. The King had toidv
every war, acting wittdouceurwhere possible in order to restore the public ofti@espite this
resemblance to the Ebolista stance, his immedattemp Granvelle was the outspoken opponent of the
faction/° Perhaps then his opinion was due to his suppoMargaret of Parma who, it has been
argued, was part of tHebolista®’* In any case, Berlaymont only referred in his kstt® his duty to
counsel the King afiel vasallo y muy obediente criado y obligado aRey/ y soberano sefitr

In the opposite way, Berlaymonttapprochemento Medinaceli, who has been seen as the
candidate of the Ebolista faction, did not implypacifist stance. Even if Medinaceli had been
welcomed as the long expect@@dicina cael(medicine from heaven), he had instantly to accampa
Alba at the siege of Mons and assisted in the ssma of the city. Some believed this was a
deliberate attempt by Alba to compromise the gaqlitation of Medinaceli, but it was only half a
year later in October 1572, after the harsh sacMalines, that Juan de la Cerda openly opposed
Alba’s policies’”® Berlaymont, however, had sought immediate accabddrokerage of the newly
appointed governor. It is only significant that eaftMedinaceli’'s opposition, Berlaymont still
continued to seek his company in order to air htgism.

Hence, this paper argues that the power base,radgby patronage, could easily serve to
formulate criticisms of Habsburg policy. Nobles walnidid so formed part of what Gustaaf Janssens
has called the ‘loyal oppositioff".As a rule, a conflict could be solved by trh@e de douceuor the
voie de rigueuror de force.This was a basic division made by Roman politi¢edught, Cicero
amongst others, and especially known in the sixteeantury by the monarchical version of Seneca,
which argued irDe Clementighat mildness and clemency were always more ddsithhn strictness

87 Even if also this affiliation has been nuancedibyersele, ‘Los méviles'.

88 . GeeversGevallen vazallen182-185.

89y assi con ella no se pueden remediar los malésafy ny con ninguno otro remedio que V.Md. puedibiar y dar como
con su venida y presencia’, Berlaymont to Philip28/08/1566: AGS E 530 s.f. and Berlaymont to PHilji29/08/1566:
AGS E 530 s.f.relacion).
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and cruelty. In the context of a rebellion or hgredemency did not mean reliquishing completely a
military or repressive response, but instead acemyipg it with reconciliatory measures such as a
(general) pardon, the journey of the King or evatiyueven the convocation of the States-Gen@ral.

Berlaymont for example criticised the way the DuieAlba approached the Dutch nobles,
even if they had once been his political enemiég drrests of Egmont and Hornes led him to request
an audience in which he fiercely defended the legés of Knights of the Golden Fleece, including
that they should be judged by members of the OfdEurthermore, he contested that the judicial
proceedings defined the King asuverain du payand notsouverain de I'Ordré’ Alva responded
that Berlaymonts opposition could lead to a warrdngng the next chapter of the Golden Fleece and
forbade other audiences on this thefiihis is the real context of Berlaymont’s partidipa in the
trial of Egmont and Hornes.

The criticism of Berlaymont comes perhaps as lassldng, as he was not dependent only on
Alba as patron. It is more surprising (and alsa lesown) that Noircarmes also criticised the Duke’s
government. As early as 1568, the Grand BaillifHafinaut exposed his rather negative assessment to
his brother Selles, at that time in the Netherlaafisr a mission in Fran&%.Upon his return to the
Spanish Court, Selles wrote his brother’'s opiniowl in Castilian (which was heavily influenced by
his French mother tongue though). The (until nownawn) autograph remains today in the British
Library amongst the papers of the Grand Inquisitbe Cardinal of Espinosa. Noircarmes first
criticised Alba’s military strategy, which took mtaccount neither the power of Dutch cities nor the
crucial position of the border provinces nor thesgibility of an invasion by foreign powers. More
fundamentally, he thought that the King had to e hearts of his vassals, both of noblemen and
others éssy de cavalleros como de qualquier’ otro genexgersonas The King seemed to lose his
nobility and his lands at one and the same timerefore he had to use force only partially and
complement it withdouceurand a general pardon. He underlined that he didmamt the King to
completely renounce theia de fuer¢d® In 1570 and 1571, Berlaymont and Noircarmes seir th
traditional rivalry aside and jointly warned thenigiof their opposition to the Tenth Penny, a new ta
proposed by Alba, by secretly sending a courtieMarid. They thought the new tax would only
provoke more unrest, and should thus be aboli€hed.

Equally in 1573, Noircarmes harshly assessed theypaf his patron. Now he urged not only
for a general pardon, but also for peace negotiatid-or hardliners peace negotiations were
unacceptable, because they implied equality betwleerking and the rebels, whereas a pardon still
maintained the hierarchical relationship. Now Hesap had some success, as he was the only military
commander to get permission to start negotiatioitis the rebel party* In December 1573, he sent
diplomats to rebel cities but only Gouda respondfékden English troops left the city in January 1574,
Noircarmes formally promised the Gouda citizengdpar but the attempt to negotiate did not get off

S V. Soen,Geen pardon zonder paus! Studie over de complemitittaan het koninklijk en pauselijk generaal dan
(1570-1574) en over inquisiteur-generaal MichaelilBa (1560-1576) Verhandelingen van de Koninklijke Vlaamse
Academie van Belgié voor Wetenschappen en Kunstmwa reeks 14, Brussel, 2007.
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" Morillon to Granvelle, 1/02/1568: Poull&€Gr II, 190-195 (LXI).
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81 Morillon to Granvelle, 10/03/1572: Poullet, CGr 1¥25-128 (XLIX).
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the ground® The capture of Philip of Marnix de Sainte-Aldegen€alvinist advisor to the Prince,
was another occasion Noircarmes seized upon footiadign. He obliged Marnix to write letters to
Orange in order to convince him to negotiate p&awdilliam of Orange cleverly responded that he
wantedune seure et bonne paigiven the fact that God asked all Christiansdeace. As his only
condition, he asked that théspanolZeave the country and he was convinced that Nairearwanted
this too® Tactically, the Prince recalled their joint preseiinla chambre du feu empereand hinted
at the oégomed fate of Philip of Hesse and the Mamgof Brandenburg, once also nobles in Habsburg
service’.

As always in civil war, perceptions shifted alomfgsparties, yet Noircarmes found himself in
a patrticularly troubled position. He was the faight enemy of the Dutch Beggars, but also of some
Dutch loyalists. Morillon criticized him for givinghe pardon to Gouda too late, indicating that this
had meant the royal party had lost mfith.To make things even worse, Noircarmes was also
dismissed by Spaniards for being too lenient. Adicmy to an anonymous note, also kept in
Espinosa’s papers at the British Library, by thel eh 1573 Noircarmes was even hated by ‘our
nation’ because he did not attack the walls of laarcontrary to the opinion of good soldiers’. On
the contrary (still according to the report), hestobcted royatriadosin order to help his friends and
relatives within the city walls, which was the omgason why the royal army had lost Alkmaar.
Noircarmes wanted to prolong the war because hepvirasipe y absoluto sefion it and because he
wanted to make a compromise according to the wishéise Allied States-General, ‘but against the
honour of God and Christianit{®. Alba too soon came to mistrust Noircarmes’ negoiiet”
Noircarmes avoided a fall from grace only by dyarg5 March in Utrecht. According to his doctibr:
s'est par trop traveillé & negotig?

Conclusion

Helmut Koenigsberger, John Elliott and José Martidédlan cum suishave shown that the Habsburgs
— and Philip 1l in particular — were well aware tbe potential of patronage to hold their composite
state together. Over and over they used the disinib of offices as a means of rewarding and
reinforcing loyalty and so skilfully strengtheneldeir power and prerogatives. Nevertheless, this
working paper addressed the limits of Habsburgopaime during the Dutch Revolt, made clear
through the revolt of William of Orange, but alsentbnstrated amongst loyal noblemen.

The dynamics of Habsburg patronage created an @ferin the Low Countries, of which
Berlaymont and Noircarmes formed part. They reckeards, offices in the central institutions and
the highly prized provincial governorship in retufor their continuing loyalty. For both these
noblemen, the hostilities offered even greater charfor social mobility as important offices fell
vacant and new military offices were created. Muegpthey esteemed the Catholic stance of their
King, fighting against the Reformation. He was &etilaced than the, by then, protestant William of
Orange to guarantee the privileged position of dmtthe Catholicism. Their decision to remain loyal

8 C.C. HibbenGouda in Revolt. Particularism and Pacifism in fRevolt of the Netherlands 1572-15&&recht, 1983210
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8 Morillon to Granvelle, 26/01/1574: Poulle€Gr V, 11-14 (V). Earlier criticisms in Morillon to @nvelle, 14/07/1567:
Poullet,CGr Ill, 3-11 (ll) and Morillon to Granvelle, 12/10/63: PoulletCGr 111, 43-49 (XIV).

% | as causas que los espafioles que sirven, en éistesieno Exercito de su Magestad dan, para modmarecessidad que
ay, de que V.Exa. asista personalmente a todo éorgsta de hazer en la guerra presente, son enaupa [s.d. einde
1573]: BLL Ms. Add. 28388 fol. 18-14.

8 Alva to Requesens, 1/01/1574: EDA IIl 573.

° Morillon to Granvelle: PoulleiCGr V, 14-17 (V).
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was rational, religious and emotional at the samme,trather than the mere selfish behaviour of
parvenus. Yet patronage also created fierce cotiggethamongst nobles, another often overlooked
basis for tension. In having built up a system withny different rewards, they also created scope fo
internal rivalries, particularly for noblemen wighsimilar profile. Berlaymont and Noircarmes aspire
to the same goals in titles, the court and the ipoi®l governorships and, therefore, they used
different strategies and patrons. Their enmity gnewse over the years and in the end it also dathage
the reputation of the Habsburgs. Joachim Hoppddusch councillor in Madrid, thought that both
should openly reconcile and give up their strifeorder to achieve a more rapid pacification of the
Netherlands?

Different patrons did not exclude similar polifigeositions within the chaos of the Dutch
Revolt. Despite their antagonism and their diffénqgatrons, Noircarmes and Berlaymont shared quite
similar ideas on a desirable approach for the jgatibn of the Netherlands: a military intervention
was necessary, but only if accompanied by recatoily measures. So recipients of patronage in the
Netherlands became powerful bargainers, able tthair criticisms towards Habsburg policies. This
occurred from 1565 onwards among the Dutch grandeéeas, however, often forgotten that the
remaining loyal nobility also continued oppositidhut not rebellion). The recipient of offices,
Noircarmes used his position as mediator to ciijicassess the style of government of his patron.
This is why on the occasion of the death of Nomwes Granvelle wrote that the King had not lost
anything ‘because at the very moment Alba favouried the most, he was writing heinous letters
against the government of the Duke’. The Cardiral kept some of these letters and was willing to
send copies if they did not already have kept thetters in Spairt’

1 Hortal Mufioz El manejg 56, with reference of letter Hopperus to Philip28/12/1572: AGS E 551 f° 6.

92 Granvelle to Juan de ZUfiga, 11/04/1574: BLL AdésM28. 388 fol. 42v (copy): *...no perdiera nadako su Magestad,
quando mas le favorescia el Duque escrivia letriesnales contra el Duque y la forma del goviemoga tienen algunas en
Espafia, yo podria mostrar algunas’.
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