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Introduction

The events of 11 September 2001 that opened the new millennium have
received considerable attention from academics, journalists, politicians and
experts. This attention has often materialized in ‘here-and-now’ analyses of the mutated and mutating relationships among Western societies,
Muslim communities, democratic values and liberty. Nonetheless, there
is no historically situated analysis of the relationship between Islam and
security via an interdisciplinary lens that can combine diverse, and yet
interrelated, perspectives from politics, sociology, international relations
and security studies. This edited book pivots on the key idea that the
terrorist attacks on the United States in 2001 and their aftermath have
led to the opening of a new phase in Western and European history and
have remade the relationship between Islam and governmental and societal approaches to security. In a delicate political climate, in which the
terrorist attacks on 11 September 2001 and the subsequent waves have
enflamed the relationships between Muslim communities and the Western
countries that host them, the current surge of populist parties and leaders
in Europe and the United States has further complicated the relationships
between Islam and the West. In this context, Islam and security are often
studied in a polarized manner—one which juxtaposes the security issues
emerging from certain interpretations of Islam, on the one hand, and the
‘securitization’ of Muslims, on the other hand.
Western societies have responded to the real threat posed by terrorism
by both drafting useful counter-terrorism programs and also extending
v
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their remit beyond the targeting of violent Islamists and by directing
measures that have, wittingly or unwittingly, actually or perceivedly,
impacted on larger sections of the Muslim community. Moreover, a neoassimilationist approach has emerged among several scholars considering
both first- and second-generation Muslims’ integration. In this context,
the role of Muslims and their associations in promoting a ‘Western’ and
transnational Islam is still under-scrutinized. This edited book seeks to
bridge these gaps by bringing together contributions from sociologists,
political scientists, criminologists and security studies scholars in order to
offer a sober, non-politicized analysis of the thorny relationship between
Islam and security in the West. The contributions are case studies from
across the Western world which, while they do not encompass every
single country, can still provide a solid understanding of the mutated and
mutating relationships between Islam and Islamism, on the one hand, and
security and securitization, on the other hand.
Roberta Ricucci’s Chapter 1 starts this book’s exploration of the relationship between Islam and security by investigating religion within immigrant communities. She finds that religion could play a strong role in the
lives of both first- and second-generation members. Her chapter intends
to address an emerging field of study concerning the management of the
Muslim diaspora at the local level and discusses several European cities’
approaches (Barcelona, Turin, Amsterdam and Berlin) through interviews
with stakeholders, policy-makers and religious associations’ representatives, and field visits carried out in the last five years outlining their
strengths and weaknesses in the perspective of policy transferability.
Chapter 2 is Besheer Mohamed, Kelsey Starr and Ariana Salazar’s
comparison of attitudes toward Muslims across the United States and
Western Europe, keeping in mind the limitation that social desirability,
or the proclivity of respondents to give survey answers that they think are
more socially acceptable, may work differently in these two places. The
chapter is based on surveys that asked non-Muslims in the United States
and in 15 countries in Western Europe whether they would be willing to
accept Muslims as (a) neighbors and (b) as family members.
Chapter 3 is Stefano Bonino’s examination of the role played by
Islamism in the contemporary world. The key argument is that political Islam holds the key to understanding current geopolitical tensions
both within the Muslim world and between the West and the Muslim
world. This chapter reviews key literature to explore some violent and
non-violent manifestations of political Islam and offers analyses of the

INTRODUCTION

vii

Islamic State, al-Qa’eda, the Muslim Brotherhood and, more generally,
Salafi-jihadism.
Lorenzo Vidino and Seamus Hughes’s Chapter 4 examines the evolution of jihadist terrorism in the United States since the advent of the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. It evaluates the homegrown threat of ISIS
in America across six key dynamics: (1) supporters who planned and/or
conducted attacks in the United States, (2) supporters who traveled or
attempted to travel to Syria and Iraq to join the group, (3) ISIS and
its supporters in the online sphere, (4) major jihadist ideologues who
spread ISIS’ message to an American audience, (5) the financial aspects of
American ISIS cases and (6) U.S. counterterrorism and countering violent
extremism (CVE) programs.
In a similar fashion, Francesco Marone provides, in Chapter 5, an analysis of the evolution of the jihadist threat in Europe since 2014. It argues
that jihadist mobilization in Europe is not a new phenomenon, however
has witnessed a substantial increase in recent years, especially after the
sudden rise of the Islamic State, which proclaimed its “Caliphate” on 29
June 2014. During this period, the jihadist threat in Europe has manifested in at least two main ways: the increase of terrorist attacks and plots,
with a peak in 2017, and the unprecedented flow of foreign terrorist
fighters heading to Syria, Iraq and other countries (of whom over 5000
from the region).
Chapter 6 is Matteo Vergani, Muhammad Iqbal, Kerry O’Brien, Peter
Lentini and Greg Barton’s exploration of alienation as an important risk
factor for radicalization into violent extremism. Through three studies, it
finds that the more alienated young Australians are, the more they tend to
support violent extremism—controlling for other demographic and ideological factors. It also finds that the more alienated young Indonesian
Muslims studying in Australia are, the more they respond to existential
threats by preferring extremist views. Overall, extreme ideologies can offer
an effective buffer against threat and anxiety for individuals who are more
alienated and therefore less able to cope.
In Chapter 7, Roger Campdepadrós-Cullell and Lena De Botton
present the Dialogical Model of Conflict Resolution, a Successful Educational Act (SEA) that incorporates the preventive socialization of the
violence oriented to breaking with the coercive speech that associates
attraction and violence, thus preventing violent radicalization. One of its
results is the elaboration of a norm of coexistence by the entire educational community when a repeated conflict or a problem is detected.
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Another one is the realization of actions linked to solidarity with the
victims and to the rejection of aggressive attitudes by using both the
language of desire and ethics.
Drawing on primary comparative data from Muslim communities
and counter-extremism programs across European case studies, Richard
McNeil-Willson’s Chapter 8 finds that recent counterterrorism policy and
discourse has been appropriated by several competing political actors. As
such, it is important to reposition discussion on the impact of counterterrorism on Muslim communities in a way which accounts for their
interaction with more polarized contemporary political arenas across
Europe.
In Chapter 9, Tahir Abbas argues that both Islamophobia and radicalization are manifestations of intersections of race, racism, racialism
and the racialization of Islam and Muslims in Britain today. That is,
the othering of Muslim groups leads to patterns of discrimination based
on their construction as the objectified other. Issues of exclusion lead
to patterns of disadvantage that compound existing social tensions. The
constant negative attention paid to Muslim groups creates the normalization of hate and disdain sustained by media and politics. This enhances
existing exclusionary practices leading to entrenchment and normalization. In conclusion, it is argued that a greater understanding of these
issues is essential to empower groups in society to resist the forces that
seek to divide and cause Islamophobia to feed into radicalization and vice
versa.
Khalid Rhazzali is the author of Chapter 10’s reconstruction of the
characteristics of the Muslim presence in Italian prisons, aiming at illustrating the current state of religious assistance and the role of the Muslim
associations of the territory. The chapter also analyzes the effects induced
on prison organization by negotiations between Muslim prisoners and the
penitentiary institution and by the latter’s speeches and interventions on
the issue of prevention and combating violent radicalization and jihadist
proselytism.
Chapter 11 (Mohamed Fadil and Solange Lefebvre) is based on interviews with young extremists in Morocco and Quebec. It sheds light on
their trajectories and presents the ideological sources, the ambivalence
between Quietist and violent Salafism, the concrete media experience
by young extremists and the several other determining factors. The first
section presents the context and methodology of the project, as well as
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some general results. The remaining part exposes one of the key findings of the research, namely the fact that violent extremism is fueled
by frameworks which have characteristics connecting them to conspiracy
theories.
Viviana Premazzi in Chapter 12 argues that the media plays a fundamental role in creating exclusion and inclusion, good and bad, “terrorists”
or “heroes” and can help to overcome the “clash of civilizations” macroframe showing the complexity of Islam and the complex and multi-faced
approach and ways to believe, live and practice Islam of the second generations in Europe. This topic is discussed using data from desk research,
media analysis, interviews, focus groups (carried out between 2015 and
2018) and participant observation of experiences and practices developed
by second-generation Muslims in Europe, with a particular focus on Italy.
Başak Gemici concludes this book (Chapter 13) examining the most
recent emergency rule period in Turkey (2016–2018) from ordinary
people’s perspectives, which is a crucial yet often sidelined area in
analyzing state-security problems. Based on grounded analysis of interview data, it contends that obsession with state-security measures and
militarizing public policing under emergency rule produces and deepens
ethnic and gendered community insecurities. It concludes by discussing
how employing an intersectional human-security approach to emergency
rule and studying narratives of everyday vulnerabilities of ordinary people
reveal the micro-implications of contemporary securitization processes.
Stefano Bonino
Roberta Ricucci
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